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CHAP. L 
The Author gives ſome Account of himſelf and Fu- 
_ mily, his firſ® Inducements to travel. He is 
ſhipwrecked, and ſwims for his Life, gets ſafe 
on Shore in the Country of Lilliput, is made a 
Priſoner, and carried up the Country. 


„ 


| Y Father had a ſmall Eſtate in Nottingbam- 
Hire; 1 was the Third of five Sons. He 

. ſent me to Emanuel College in Cambridge, 
at fourteen Years old, where I reſided three Years, 
and applied myſelf cloſe to my Studies; but the 
Charge of maintaining me (although I had a very ſcanty 
Allowance) being too great for a narrow Fortune, lwas 
bound Apprentice to Mr. James Bates, an eminent Sur- 
geon in London, with whom I continued four Years ; 
and my Father now and then ſending me ſmall Sums of 
Money, I laid them out in learning Navigation, and 
other Parts of the Mathematics, uſeful to thoſe who 
intend to travel, as I always believed it would be ſome 
Time or other my Fortune to do. When [ left Mr. 
Bates, I went down to my Father; where, by the Aſ- 
fiſtance of him and my Uncle Joba, and ſome other Re- 
lations, I got forty Pounds, and a Promiſe of thirty 
— ace hon. There ft 
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died Phyſic two Years and ſeven Months, knowing N 
would be uſeful in long Voyages. 

Soon after my, return. from 1 I was recom- 


mended by my good Maſter Mr. Bates, to be Surgeon 
to the Savallow, Captain 4braham Pannell, Comman- 


der; with whom I continued three Years and a half, 
making a Voyage or two into the Levant, and ſome 


other Parts. When I came back, I reſolved to ſettle 


in London, to which Mr. Bates, my Matter, encouraged 
me, and by him I was recommended to ſeveral Patients. 
I took Part of a ſmall Houſe in the Oli Jury; and be- 
ing adviſed to alter my Condition, I married Mrs. Mary 
Burton, ſecond Daughter to Mr. Edmund Burton, Ho- 
fier, in Newgate-ſtreet, with whom I received four 


hundred Pounds for a Portion. | 
But, my good Maſter Bates dying in two Yearsafter, 
and I having few Friends, my Buſineſs began to fail; 


for my Conſcience would not ſuffer me to imitate the 
bad Practice of too many among my Brethren. Hav- 
ing therefore conſulted with my Wife, and ſome of my 
Acquaintance, I determined to go again to Sea. I was 
Surgeon ſucceſſively in two Ships, and made ſeveral 


Voyages for fix Years to the Eaſt and Weft- bndies, by 


which I got ſome Addition to my Fortune. My Hours 
of Leiſure I ſpent in reading the beſt Authors, antient 
and modern, being always provided with a good Num- 
ber of Books; and when I was aſhore, in obſerving the 


Manners and Diſpoſitions of the People, as well as 


learning their Language, wherein I had a great Faci- 
lity by the Strength of my Memory. 
' Thelaſt of theſe Voyages not proving very fortunate, 
I grew weary of the Sea, and intended to ſtay at Home 
with my Wife and Family. I removed from the O 
Jury to Fetter-Lane, and from thence to Wapping, 
hoping to get Buſineſs among the Sailors; but it — 
not turn to Account. After three Years Expectation 
that Things would mend, I accepted an advantageous 
Offer from Captain Villiam Prichard, Maſter of the 
. Antelope, who was making a Voyage to the „ 
f 6 
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We fet Sail from Bri/fo/, May 4, 1699, and our Voy- 


at firſt was very proſperous. 
It would not be proper, for ſome Reaſons, to trou- 
ble the Reader with the Particulars of our Adventures 
in thoſe Seas : Let it ſuffice toinform him, that, in our 
Paſſage from thence to the Eaft- Indies, we were dri- 
ven by a violent Storm to the North-Weſt of Van Die- 
men's Land. By an Obſervation we found ourſelves in 
the Latitude of 30 D 3 2 Minutes South. Twelve 
of our Crew were by immoderate Labour, and ill 
Food, the reſt were in a very weak Condition. On 
the fifth of November, which was the Beginning of 
Summer in thoſe Parts, theWeather being very hazy, 
the Seamen ſpied a Rock, within half a Cable's Le | 
of the Ship; Þut the Wind was fo ſtrong, that we were 
driven directly upon it, and immediately ſplit. Six of 
the Crew, of whom 1 was one, having let down the 
Boat into the Sea, made a Shift to get clear of the Ship 
and the Rock. We rowed, by my Computation, a- 
bout three Leagues, till we wereable to — no longer, 
being already ſpent with Labour while we were in the 
Ship. We therefore truſted ourſelves to the Mercy of 
the Waves, and in about half an Hour the Boat was 
overſet by a ſudden Flurry from the North. What be- 
came of my Companions in the Boat, as well as of thoſe 
who ef on the Rock, or were left in the Veſſel, L 
cannot tell; but conclude they were all loſt. For my 
on Part, I ſwam as Fortune directed me, and was 
ed forward by Wind and Tide. I often let my 
s drop, and could feel no Bottom: But when I was 
almoſt gone, and able to ſtruggle no longer, I found 
myſelf within my Depth ; and by this Time the Storm 
was much abated. The Declivity was ſo ſmall, that 1 
walked near a Mile before I got to the Shore, which I 
conjectured was about Eight a Clock in the Evening. 
I then advanced forward near half a Mile, but could 
not diſcover any Signof Houſes or Inhabitants ; atleaſt 
I was in ſo weak a Condition that I did not obſerve 
them. I was extremely * and that, and the * 
e , 2 | = 
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of the Weather, and about half a Pint of Brandy that | 


I drank is I left the Ship, I found myſelf much mclin- 
ed to ſleep. I lay down on the Graſs, which was very 
ſhort and ſoft, where I ſlept ſounder than ever I re- 
membered to have done.in my Life, and, as I reckon- 
ed, about nine Hours; for when I awaked, it was juſt 
Day-light. I attempted to riſe, but was net able to 
ſtir : For as I happened to lie on my Back, I found my 
Arms and Legs were ſtrangly faſtened on each Side to 
the Ground; and my Hair, which was long and thick, 
ted owe — og, 3 Re felt ſeveral 
ſlender Ligatures a-cr6ſs my Body, from my Arm-pits 
to my Thighs. I could only look upwards, the Sun 
began to grow hot, and the Light offended my Eyes. 

L heard a confuſed Noiſe about me, but, in the Poſture 


I lay, could ſee nothing except the Sky. In a little 


Time I felt ſomething alive moving on my left I 
which advancing gently forward, over my Breaſt, == 

_ almoſt up to my Chin; when bending my Eyes down- 
ward as much as I could, I perceived it to be a human 
Creature not fix Inches high, with a Bow and Arrow 
in his Hands, and a Quiver at his Back. Inthe mean 
Time, I felt at leaſt forty more of the ſame Kind (as 
I conjectured) following the firſt. I was in the utmoſt 
Aftoniſhment, and roared ſo loud, that they all ran 
back in a Fright ; and ſome of them, as I was after- 
wards told, were hurt with the Falls they got by leap- 
ing from my Sides upon the Ground. However, they 
ſoon returned, and one of them, who ventured ſo far 


as to get a full Sight of my Face, ms up his Hands 


and Eyes by Way of Admiration, out in a ſhrill 
but diſtinct Voice, Hekinah Degul: The others repeat 

the ſame Words ſeveral Times, but I then knew not 
what they meant. da © nd bing nt og cn 
may believe, in great Uneaſineſs; at length, - 
jr Agog looſe, I had the N 
Strings, and wrench out the Pegs that faſtened my left 
Arm to the Ground; for, by lifting it up to my Face, 
I diſcovered the Methods they — + 


ed 
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and, at the ſame Time, with a violent pull, which gave 
me exceſſive Pain, I a little looſened the Strings that 
tied down my Hair on the left Side, ſo that I was juſt 

able to turn my Head about two Inches. But the 
Creatures ran off a ſecond Time, before I could ſeize 
them; whereupon there was a Shout in a very 


 fhrill Accent, and after it c I heard one of them 


cry aloud, To/go Phonac ; when in an Inſtant I felt 
above an hundred Arrows diſcharged on my Left-hand, 
which pricked me like ſo many Needles ; and beſides, 
they ſhot another Flight into the Air, as we do Bombs 
in £arope, whereof many, I ſuppoſe, fell on my Body 
(tho' I felt them not) and ſome on my Face, which I 
immediately covered with my Left-hand. When this 
Shower of Arrows was over, [I fell a groaning with 
Grief and Pain, and then ftriving again to get looſe, 
they diſcharged another Volley larger than the firft, and 
ſome of them attem with Spears to ſtick me in the 
Sides; but, by Luck, I had on me a Buff Jer- 
kin, which they could not pierce. I thought it the 
' moſt prudent Method to lie ſtill, and my Deſign was to 
continue ſo till Night, when my Left-hand being alres- 
dy looſe, I could eafily free myſelf: And as for the 
Inhabitants, I had Reaſon to believe I might be a 
Match for the greateſt Army they could bring againſt 
me, if they were all of the ſame Size with him that I 
faw. But Fortune 12 otherways of me. When 
the People obſerved I was quiet, they diſcharged no 
more Arrows: But, by the Noiſe I heard, I knew their 
Numbers increaſed ; and about four Yards from me, o- 
ver- againſt my right Ear, I heard a knocking for above 
an Hoar, like that of People at Work; when turning 
my Head that Way, as wel! as the Pegs and Strings 
would permit me, I ſaw a Stage erected, about a Foot 
and Half from the Ground, capable of holding four of 
the Inhabitants, with two or three Ladders to mount 
it: From whence one of them, who ſeemed to be a 
Perſon of Quality, made me a long Speech, whereof I 
underſtood not one Syllable. But I ſhould have men- 
: B 3 tioned, 
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tioned, that before the principal Perſon began his Org- 
tion, he cried out three Times, Langro Dehul fan ; 
(theſe Words and the former were afterwards repeated 
and explained to me.) Whereupon immediately about 
fifty of the Inhabitants came and cut the Strings that 
faſtened the left Side of my Head, which gave me the 
Liberty of turning it to the Right, and of — the 
Perſon and Geſture of him chat was to ſpeak. He ap- 
peared to be of a middle Age, and taller than any of 
' the other three who attended him, whereof one was a 
Page that held up his Train, and ſeemed to be ſome- 
What longer than my middle Finger; the other two 
ſtood one on each Side to ſupport him, He acted 
every Part of mn Ofator, and I could obſerve many Pe- 
riods of Threatnings, and others of Promiſes, Pity, and 
Kindneſs. I anſwered in a few Words, but in che moſt 
ſubmiſſive Manner, lifting up my Lefi- hand and both 
my Eyes to the Sün, as calling him. for a —— 
and, being almoſt famiſhed with Hun having » 
"eaten a Morſcl for ſome Hours before Ek 
T found the Demands of Nature i ſtrong 2 me, 
that I could not forbear ſhe win ng my apatience (per- 
baps againſt the ſtrit Rules of ere by putting my 
Fibger f. N to my Mouth, to 2 that I want- 
ed Food Arge 12 ſo they. fa. a great Lord, | 
28 J 8 Tearrt) underſtopd mexery well. He 
deſcended from the Stage, and commanged that ſeveral 
Ladders ſhould be a Bed to my Sides on which above 
an hundred of the abitant? nioume , and walked 
towards my Mouth, laden with Baſket: ful of Meat, 
which had provided and ſent thither by the King's 
Orders, upon the firſt Intelligence he received of me. 
T obſerved th here was the Fleſh of ſeveral Animals, but 
could not diſtinguiſh them by the Taſte. There were 
Shoulders, Legs, and Loins, haped like thoſe df Mut- 
ton, and very well dreſſed, but ſmaller than the Wi 
of a Lark. Tear them by two or three ata Mouth nia, 
and took three Loaves at a Time, about the Bi 
 Muſket Bullets. They ſupplied me as they co * 
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Ing a thouſand Marks of Wonder and Aſtoniſhment at 
my Bulk and Appetite. I then made another Sign that 
I wanted Drink. They found by my Eating, that a 
ſmall Quantity would not ſuffice me, and beiug a moſt 
ingenious People, they ſlung up with great Dexterity 
one of their largeſt Hogſheads, then rolled it towards 
my Hand, and beat out the Top; I drank it off at a 


- Draught, which I might well do, for it did not hold 


half a Pint, and taſted like a ſmall Wine of Burgundy, 
but much more delicious. They brought me a ſecond 


gn which I drank in the fame Manner, and 


e Signs for more; but they had none to give me. 
When I had performed theſe Wonders, they ſhouted for 
Joy, and danced upon my Breaſt, repeating ſeveral 
Times as they did at firſt, Hetinab Di gul. They made 


me a Sign that I ſhould throw down the two Hogſheads, 


but firſt warning the People below to ftand out of the 
Way, ery ing aloud, Borach Mewolu, and when they faw 


the Veſſels in the Air, there was an univerſal Shout of 


Helinab Degul. 1 confeſs, I was often tempted, while 


they were paſſing backwards and forwards on my Body, 
to ſeiae forty or fifty of the firſt that came in my Reach, 
and daſh them againſt the Ground. But the Remem- 
brance of what | had felt, which prebably might not be 
the Worſt they could do, and the Promiſe of Honour 1 
made them; for fo I interpreted my ſubmiſſive Behavi- 

our, ſoon drove out theie Imaginations. Beiides, I 
new confidered myſelf as bound by the Laws of Hoſ- 

-pitality to a People who had treated me with fo much 

Expence and Magniſicence. However, in my Fnonghts, 


I could not ſufſiciently wonder at the Intrepidicy of theſe 
diminutive Mortals, who durſt venture to incunt and 


walk upon my Body, while one of my Hands was at 


Liberty, without trembling at che very Sight of ſo pro- 
digious a Creature, as L mult appear to tiem. After 
{ſome Time, when they obſerved that ] made no more 
Demands for Meat, there appeared before me a Per- 
fon of high Rank from his Imperial Majeſty. His 
Excelleney, having mounted * the Small of * 
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, advanced forwards up to my Face, with about a 
en of his Retinue. Ard g his Credentials 
under the Signet Royal, which he applied cloſe to my 
Eyes, ſpoke about ten Minutes, without any Signs of 
Anger, but with a Kind of determinate Reſolution ; 
often pointing forwards, which, as I afterwards found, 
was towards the Cap ital City, about half a Mile diſ- 
tant, whither, it was — by his Majeſty in Coun- 
eil, that I muſt be conveyed. I anſwered in few 
Words, but to no Purpoſe, and made a Sign with my 
Hand that was looſe, T5. it to the other (but over 
his Excellency's Head, for Fear of hurting him or his 
2a tet | es ny Ty. Key 
t my = Y 
1 me well — for he ſhook his 
Head by Way of Diſapprobation, and held his Hand 
in a Poſture, > fa I muſt be carried as a Pri- 


of People on my left Side, relaxing the ords to 
fad DS elle — Wars my Ri 
which I ve 
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fore this, they had daubed my Face, and both my 
Hands, with a Sort of Ointment very pleaſant to 
the Smell, which in a few Minutes removed all the 
Smart of their Arrows. Theſe Circumſtances, added 
to the Refreſhment I had received by their V ictuals 
and Drink, which were very nouriſhing, diſpoſed me 
to ſleep. I ſlept about eight Hours, as I was after- 
wards aſſured; and it was 28 for the Phy- 
ficians, by the Emperor's Order, ingled a ſleepy 
Potion in the Hogſheads of Wine. ws | 

It ſeems that, upon the firſt Moment I was diſco- 
vered ſleeping on the Ground after my Landing, the 

Emperor had early Notice of it by an Expreſs ; and 
determined in Council, that I ſhould be tied in the 
Manner I have related (which was done in the Night 
while I ſlept) that Plenty of Meat and Drink ſhould 
be ſent to me, and a Machine prepared to carry me 
to the Capital City. 

This Reſolution, perhaps, may appear very bold 
.and dangerous, and, I am confident,would not be imi- 
tated by any Prince in Europe on the like Occaſion : 
However, m my Opimon, it was extremely prudent, 
as well as generous: For, ſuppoſing theſe People had 
endeavoured to kill me with their Spears and Arrows, 
while I was aſleep, I ſhould certainly have awaked 
with their firſt Senſe of Smart, which might ſo far have 
rouzed my Rage and Strength, as to have enabled me 
to break the Strings wherewith J was tied; after 
which, as they were not able to make Reſiſtance, fo 
they could expect no Mercy. 

Theſe People are moſt excellent Mathematicians, 
and arrived to a great Perfection in Mechanics, by 
the Countenance and Encouragement of the Emperor, 
who is a renowned Patron of Learning. This Prince 


hath ſeveral Machines fixed on Wheels, for the Car- 
riage of Trees, and other great Weights. He often 
builds his largeſt Men of War, whereof ſome are nine 
Feet long, in the Woods where the Timber grows, 
and has them carried on theſe „ 
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hundred Vards to the Sea. Five hundred Ci 
and Engineers were immediately ſet at work to pre- 
pare the greateſt Engine they had. It was a Frame 
of Wood raiſed three Inches from the Ground, about 
ſeven Feet long, and four wide, moving upon twenty - 
two Wheels. The Shout I heard, was upon the Ar- 
rival of this Engine, which, it ſeems, ſet out in four 
Hours after my Landing. It was brought parallel to 
me as I lay. But the principal Difficulty was, to raiſe 
and place me in this Vehicle. Eighty Poles, each of 
one Foot high, were erected for this Purpoſe, and 
very ſtrong Cords, of the Bigneſs of Packthread, were 
faſtened by Hooks to many Bandages, which the | 
Workmen had jor entry Neck, my Hands, my | 
| Body, and my Legs. Nine Leaked of the ſtrongeſt 
Men were employed to draw up theſe Cords by many 
Pulleys faſtened on the Poles, and thus, in leſs than 
three Hours, I was raiſed, and fung i into the Engine, 
and there tied faſt. All this I was told, for while 
the whole Operation was performing, I lay i in a pro- 
found Sleep, by the Force of that us Medi- 
cine infuſed into my Liquor. — of che 
Emperor's largeſt Horſes, each about four Inches and 
an half high, were employed to draw me towards the 
Metropolis, which, as 1 faid, was half a Mile diftant. 
About four Hours aſter we our Journey, 1 
awaked, by a very ridiculous Accident; for the Car- 
riage being ſtopt a while to adjuſt ſomething that was 
aut of Order, two or three of the young Natives had 


of 


remaining 
of that Day, and refed as Night wi fre hundred 
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Guards on each Side of me, Half with Torches, and 
Half with Bows and Arrows, ready to ſhoot me, if I 
ſhould offer to ſtir. The next Morning, at Sun-rifc, 
we continued our March, and arrived within two 
hundred Yards of the City Gates about Noon. The 
Emperor, aud all his Court, came out to meet us, 
but his great Officers would 'by no Means ſuffer his 
Ma hg to endanger his Perſon by mounting on wy 


At the Place where the Carriage ſtopt, there flood 
an antient Temple, eſteemed to be the largeſt in the 
whole Kingdom, which, having been pollvted ſome 
Years before by an unnatural Murder, Was, according 
to the cal of thoſe People, looked on as prophane, 
and therefore had been applied to common Ute, and 
all the Ornaments and Furniture carried away. In 
this Edifice, it was determined I ſhould lodge. The 
Gate fronting to the North, was about four 
ect high, and almoſt two Feet wide, through which 

I cauld eaſily creep. On each Side of the Gate Was 2 

ſmall Window, not above fix Inches from the Ground: 
Into that on the left Side, the King's Smith conveyed 
bar 9: and eleven Chains, like thoſe that hang to 
's Watch in Europe, and almoſt as large, which 
to my left Leg, with ſix and thirty Pad- 
Over-againſt this Temple, on t' other Side of 


Jocks. 


the great Highway, at twenty Feet Diſtance there was 
a Turret at leaſt five Feet high. Here the Emperor aſ- 


| could not ſee them. k was reckoned, that above an 
hundred thouſand Inhabitants came out of the Town 

upon the ſame Errand; and, in Spite of my Guards, 
I believe there could not be fewer than ——— 


at ſeveral Times, who mounted my Body by the 
Help of Ladders. But a Proclamation was ſoon iſſued 
to forbid it, upon Pain of Death. When'the Work- 
men found it was impoſſible for me to break looſe, 
they cut all the String3 that bound me; whereupon I 

| $- | | 
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roſe up with as melancholy a Diſpoſition as ever I 
had in my Life. But the Noiſe and Afﬀeoniſhment of 
the People, at ſeeing me riſe and walk, are not to be 
expreſſed. The Chains that held my left Leg, were 
about two Yards long, and gave me not only the Li- 
berty of walking backwards and forwards in a Semi- 
circle; but, being fixed within four Inches of the 
Gate, allowed me to creep in, and lie at my full Length 
in the Temple. | 


E — 


— 
— 


CHAP. II. 

The Emperor of Lilliput, attended by ſeveral of the 
Ne bility, comes to ſee the Author in his Confine- 
ment. The Emperor's Per ſon and Habit deſcribed, 
Learned Men appointed ta teach the Author their 

Language. He gains Fawour by his mild Diſ+ 
pojition. His Packets are ſearched, and hi 
Sword and Piſtols iaken from him. 


HEN I found myſelf on my Feet, I looked 
| / about me, and muſt confeſs I never beheld a 
more entertaining Proſpect. The Country round ap- 
d like a contmual Garden, and the incloſed 
ields, which were generally forty Feet ſquare, re- 
ſembled ſo many Beds of Flowers. Theſe Fields 
were intermingled with Woods of half a Stang, and 
the talleſt Trees, as I could judge, appeared to be 
ſeven Feet high. I viewed the Town on my left 
Hand, which ced like the painted Scene of a City 
in a Theatre. 
I had been for ſome Hours pups / by 
the Neceſſities of Nature; which was no Wonder, it 
being almoſt two Days fince I had laſt diſburthened 
myſelf. I was under great Difficulties between Ur- 
gency and Shame. The beft Expedient I could think 
on, was to creep into my Houſe, which I accordivgly 
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did; and ſhutting the Gate after me, I went as far as 
the Length of my Chain would ſuffer, and diſcharged 


my Body of that uneaſy Load. But this was the only 
Time I was ever guilty of ſo uncleanly an Action; 
for which I cannot but hope the candid Reader will 
give ſome Allowance, after he hath maturely and im- 
partially confidered my Caſe, and the Diſtreſs I was 
in. From this Time, my conſtant Practice was, as 
ſoon as I roſe, to perform that Buſineſs in open Air, 
at the full Extent of my Chain, and due Care was 
taken every Morning, before Company came, that 
the offenſive Matter ſhould be carried off in Wheel - 
barrows, by two Servants appointed for that Purpoſe. 
I would not have dwelt ſo long upon a Circumſtance, 
that, perhaps, at firſt Sight, may appear not very mo- 
mentous, if I bad not thought it neceſſary to juſtify 
my Character in point of Cleanlineſs to the World; 
which, I am told, ſome of my Maligners have been 
pleaſed, upon this and other Occaſions, to call in 
Queſtion. 

When this Adventure was at an End, I came back 
out of my Houſe, having Occaſion for freſh Air. The 
Emperor was already deſcended from the Tower, and 
advancing on Horſe-back towards me, which had like 
to have coſt him dear; for the Beaſt, though very 


well trained, yet wholly unuſed to ſuch a Sight. 


which appeared as if a Mountain moved before him, 
reared up on his hinder Feet : But that Prince, who 
is an excellent Horſeman, kept his Seat, till his At- 
tendants ran in, and held the Bridle, while his Ma- 
jeſty had Time to diſmount. When he alighted, he 
ſurveyed me round with great Admiration, but kept 
without the Length of my Chain. He ordered his 
Cooks and Butlers, who were already prepared, to 
give me Victuals and Drink, which they puſhed for- 


ward in a Sort of Vehicles _ Wheels, till I could 


reach them. I took theſe Vehicles, and ſoon emp- 
tied them all; twenty of them were filled with 


Meat, and ten with Liquor, each of the former af- 


forded 
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forded me two or three good Mouthfuls, and I emp- 
tied the Liquor of ten Veſſels; which was contained in 


earthen Vals, into one Vehicle, drinking it off at a 


Draught, and fo I did with the reſt. The Empreſs, 
and young Princes of the Blood, of both Sexes, at- 
tended by many Ladies, fat at ſome Diſtance in their 
Chairs ; but, upon the Accident that happened to the 
Emperor's Horſe, they alighting, came near his Per- 
ſon, which I am now going to deſcribe. He is taller 


by almoſt the Breadth of my Nail, than any of his 


Court, which, alone, is enough to ſtrike an Awe into 
the Beholders. His Features are ſtrong and Maſcu- 
ne, with an Jz/rian Lip and arched Noſe, his Com- 


plexion Olive, his Countenance erect, his Body and 


Limbs well proportioned, all his Motions graceful, 
and his Deportment majeſtic. He was then paſt his 
Prime, being twenty-eight Years and three Quarters 
old, of which he had reigned about ſeven, in great 
Felicity, and generally victorious. For the better Con- 
venience of beholding him, I lay on my Side, ſo that 
my Face was parallel to his, and he ſtood but three 
Yards off: However, I had him fince many Times 
in my Hand, and therefore cannot be deceived in the 
Deſcription. His Dreſs was very plain and ſimple, 


and the Faſhion of it, between the 4/fiatick and the 


£aropean: But he had on his Head a light Helmet 
of Gold, adorned with Jewels, and a Plume on the 
Creſt. He held his Sword drawn in his Hand, to de- 
fend himſelf, if I ſhould happen to break looſe ; it 
was almoſt three Inches long, the Hilt and Scabbard 
were Gold enriched with Diamonds. His Voice was 
{arill, but very clear and articulate, and I could dii- 
tinctly hear it when I flood up. The Ladies and 
Courtters were all moſt magniticently clad, {o that 
the Spot they ſtood upon, ſeemed to reſemble a Pet- 
ticoat ſpread on the Ground, embroidered with Fi- 
gures ot Gold and Silver. His Imperial Majefty ſpoke 
often to me, and I returned Anſwers, but neither of 
us could underſtand a Sy llable. There were * 
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of his Prieſts and Lawyers preſent (as I eonjectured 
by their Habits) who were commanded to addreſs 
themſelves to me, and I ſpoke to them in as many 
Languages as I had the leaſt Smattering of, which 
were High and Low Dutch, Latin, French, Spaniſh, 


Italian, and Lingua Franca ; but all to no Purpoſe. 


After about two Hours the Court retired, and I was 
left with a ſtrong Guard, to prevent the Imperti- 
nence, and, probably, the Malice of the Rabble, who 
were very impatient to croud about me as near as 


they durſt, and ſome of them had the Impudence to 


ſhoot their Arrows at me as [ fat on the Ground by 
the Door of my Houſe, whereof one very narrowly 
miſſed my left Eye. But the Colonel ordered fix of 
the Ring-leaders to be ſeized, and thought no Puniſh- 
ment fo proper, as to deliver them bound into my 
Hands, which ſome of his Soldiers accordingly did, 
puſhing them forwards with the But-ends of their 
Pikes into my Reach; I took them all in my Right- 
hand, put five of them into my Coat-pocket, and as 
to the ſixth, I made a Countenance as if I would eat 


him alive. The poor Man ſqualled terribly, and the 


Colonel and his Officers were in much Pain, eſpecially 
when they ſaw me take out my Penknife : But I ſoon 
put them out of Fear ; for, looking mildly, and im- 


mediately cutting the Strings he was bound with, I 


ſet him gently on the Ground, and away he ran. I 


treated the reſt in the ſame Manner, taking them, one 


by one, out of my Pocket, and I obſerved both the 
Soldiers and People were obliged at this Mark of my 
Clemency, which was repreſented very much to my 
Advantage at Court. | 

Towards Night I got with ſome Difficulty into 
my Houſe, where I lay on the Ground, and conti- 


| nuedtodo ſo about a Fortnight ; during which Time, 


the Emperor gave Orders to have a Bed prepared 
for me. Six hundred Beds of the common Meaſure 
were brought in Carriages, and worked up in my 
Houſe; an hundred and fifty of their Beds, ſown 


together, 
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together, made up the Breadth and Length; and theſo 


were four double, which, however, kept me but very 
indifferently from the Hardneſs of the Floor, that was 


of {ſmooth Stone. By the fame Computation, they 


provided me with Sheets, Blankets, and Coverlets, 
tolerable enough for one who had been ſo long inured 
to Hardſhips. 

As the News of my Arrival ſpread through the 


Kingdom, it brought prodigious Numbers of rich, 
idle, and curious People to ſee me; ſo that the Vil- 


lages were almoſt emptied, and great Neglect of Til- 
lage and Houſhold Affairs mutt have enſued, if his 


Imperial Majeſty had not provided, by ſeveral Pro- 


clamations and Orders of State, againſt this Inconve- 


niency. He directed, that thoſe who had already be- 


held me ſhould return Home, and not preſume to 
come within fifty Yards of my Houſe, without Li- 
cence from Court; whereby the Secretaries of State 
got conſiderable Fees. 

In the mean Time, the Emperor had frequent 
Councils, to debate what Courſe ſhould be taken with 
me ; and, I was afterwards affured by a particular 
Friend, a Perſon of great Quality, who was looked 
upon to be as much in the Secret as any, that the 


Court was under many Difficulties concerning me. 


They apprehended my breaking looſe, that my Diet 
would be very expenſive, and might cauſe a Famine. 
Sometimes they determined to ſtarve me, or at leaſt to 
ſhoot me in the Face and Hands with poiſoned Ar- 


rows, which would ſoon diſpatch me; but again 


they conſidered, that the Stench of ſo large a Carcaſe 
might produce a Plague in the Metropolis, and pro- 
bably ſpread through the whole Kingdom. In the 


Midſt of theſe Conſultations, ſeveral Officers of the 


Army went to the Door of the great Council Chamber, 
and two of them, being admitted, gave an Account 
of my Behaviour to the ſix Criminals abovementioned, 
which made ſo favourable an Impreſſion in the Breaſt 
of his Majeſty, and the whole Board, in my _— 
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Would not take it ill, if he gave Orders to certain 


proper Officers to ſearch me; for probably I might 
carry about me ſeveral W „ Which muſt needs 


be dangerous Things, if they anſwered the Bulk of ſo 


yrs © Pos. I ſaid, his Majeſty ſhould be 
hed, for I was ready to ſtrip myſelf, and turn up 


my —_ before him. r Part in 


without my Conſent and Aſſiſtance; that he had ſo 
good an ion of my Generofity and juſtice, as to 
truſt their Perſons in my Hands: 'That whatever they 


took from me, ſhould be returned when I left the 
Country, or for at the Rate which I would ſet 


upon them. I took up the two Officers in my Hands, 


put them firſt into my Coat Pockets, and then into 


every other Pocket about me, except my two Fobs, 


and another ſecret Pocket I had no Mind ſhould be | 


ſearched, wherein I had ſome little Neceſſaries that 
were of no Conſequence to any but myſelf. In one 
of my Fobs there was a Silver Watch, and in the 
other a ſmall Quantity of Gold in a Purſe. Theſe 
2 _— Pen, 22 , about them, 
e an exact Inventory of every thi y faw; 
and, when they had done, n 
down, that they might deliver it to the Emperor. This 
Inventory I afterwards tranſlated into Exglißb, and is 
Word for Word as follows: 
Inprimis, In the Right Coat Pocket of the Great 
Man- Mountain (for ſo I interpret the Quinbus Fleſtrin, 
after the ſtricteſt Search, we found only one great 


Piece of coarſe Cloth) large enough to be a Foot-Cloth 
for your Majeſty's chief Room of State. In the Left 


we ſaw a ee 


us ſtepping into it, found hi to 
Leg in a Sort of Duſt, ſome Part whereof, 


fiying 
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Hy ing up to our Faces, ſet us both a ſneezing for 
ſeveral Times together. In his Right Waiſtcoat 
Pocket, we found a prodigious Bundle of white thin 


Subſtances, folded one over another, about the 3ig- 


neſs of three Men, tied with a ftrong Cabl-, and 


marked with Black Figures ; which we humbly con- 


ceive to be Writings, every Letter almoſt half as large 
as the Palm of 21 In the Left there was 
2 Sort of Engine, from the Back of which were ex- 
tended twenty long Poles, reſembling the Paliſadoes 
before your Majeſty's Court; wherewith we conjecture 
the Man- Mountain tombs his Head, for we did not 
always trouble him with Queſtions, becauſe we found 
it a great Difficulty to make him underſtand us. 
Jn the large Pocket on the Right Side of his middle 
Cover (ſo I tranſlate the Word Ranfu-Lo, by which 
they meant my Breeches) we ſaw a hollow Pillar of 
Tron, about the Length of a Man, faſtened to a 


ſtrong Piece of Timber, larger than the Pillar; and 
upon one Side of the Pillar were huge Pieces of Iron 


ſticking out, cut into ſtrange Figures, which we 
knew not what to make of. In the Lef: Pocket, 
another Engine of the fame Kind. In the ſmaller 
Pocket, on the Right Side, were ſeveral ound flat 


Pieces of white and red Metal, of differen: Bulk ; 


ſome of the white, which ſeemed to be Silver, were 
ſo large and heavy, that my Comrade and I could 


hardly lift them. In the Left Pocket were two black 
Pillars, irregularly ſhaped : we could not, without 


Difficulty; reach the Top of them, as we ſtood at the 
Bottom of his Pocket. One of them was covered, 
and feemed all of a Piece: But, at the upper End 
of the other, there appeared a white round Subſtance, 


about twice the Bigneſs of our Heads. Within each 
of theſe was incloſed a prodigious Plate of Steel; 
which, by our Orders, we obliged him to ſhew us, 


becauſe we apprehended they might be dangerous 
Engines. He took them out of their Caſes, and 


told us, that in his own 5 his Practice was to 
5 2 


Have 
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ſhave his Beard with one of theſe, and to cut his 
Meat with the other. There were two Pockets which 
we could not enter: Theſe he called his Fobs; they 
were two large Slits cut into the Top of his middle 
Cover, but ſqueezed cloſe by the Preſſure of his Belly. 
Out of the Right Fob hung a great Silver Chain, 


with a wonderful Kind of Engine at the Bottom. 
We directed him to draw out whatever was faſtened 


to that Chain; which appeared to be a Globe, half 
Silver, and half of ſome tranſparent Metal: For on 
the tranſparent Side, we faw certain firange Fi- 
gures, circularly drawn, and thought we could touch 
them, till we found our Fingers ſtopped by that lucid 


Subſtance. He put this Engine to our Ears, which 
made an inceſſant Noiſe, like that of a Water-Mill. 


And we conjecture, it is either ſome unknown Ani- 
mal, or the God that he worſhips : But we are more 


inclined to the latter Opinion, becauſe he aſſured us 


(if we underſtood him right, for he expreſſed himſelf 
| vey r NY FERTURS. 
out conſulting it. He called it his Oracle, and faid 
it pointed out the Time for every Action of his Life. 
From the Left Fob he took out a Net almoſt large 


enough for a Fiſherman, but contrived to open and 
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certain black Grains, ne t, 
for we could hold above fifty of them in the Palms of 
our Hands. 

This 15 n exact Inventory of what we found about 
the Body of the H n- Mountain, who uſed us with 
great Oivuity, and d e Reipect to your Majeſty's 
Commiihon. Signed aud caled, on the fourth Day 


ef the Eighty-ninth Moon of your Majeſty's auſpicious 


Reign. 


Clefrin F velock, Marfe Frelock. 
When this Inventory was read over tothe Emperor, 


| he directed me, although in very gentle Terms, to 


deliver up the ſeveral Particulars. firſt called for 
my Scymiter, which I took out, Scabbard and all. 
In the mean Time, he ordered three thouſand of his 
choiceſt Troops (who then attended him) to ſurround 
me at a Diſtance, with their Bows and Arrows juſt 


ready to diſcharge: But I did not obſerve it, for 


mine Eyes were wholly fixed upon his Majeſty. He 
then deſired me todraw my Scymiter, which, although 
it had got ſome Ruſt by the Sea-Water, was in moſt 
Parts exceeding bright. I did ſo, and immediately all 
the Troops gave a Shout, between Terror and Sur- 
prize; for the Sun ſhone clear, and the Reflection 


_ dazzled their Eyes, as I waved the Scymiter to and 


fro in my Hand. His Majeſty, who is a moſt mag- 
nanimous Prince, was leſs daunted than I could expect; 
he ordered me to return it into the Scabbard, and 
caſt it on the Ground as gently as I could, about 
fix Feet from the End of my Chain. The next 


Thing he demanded, * hollow Iron 


Pillars, by which he meant my Pocket Piſtols. I drew 
it out, and at his Deſire, as well as I could, expreſſed 
40 him the Uſe of it; and charging it only with 
Powder, which, by the Cloſeneſs of my Pouch, hap- 
— to eſcape wetting in the Sea (an Inconvenience 
inſt which ; all prudent Mariners take ſpecial Care 
to provide) [I firſt cautioned the Emperor not to be 
Afraid, and thes | let it of into the Air, The Aſto- 
C3 niſhment 
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niſhment here was much greater than at the sight of 


my Scy miter. Hundreds fell down, as if they had | 


been ſtruck dead ; and even the Emperor, although he 
ſtood l Ground, could not recover himſelf in ſome 
Time. I delivered up both my Piſtols in the fame 
Manner as I had done my Scymiter, and then my 
Pouch of Powder and Bullets; begging him, that the 
former might be kept from the Fire, for it would kindle 
with the ſmalleſt Tpark, and blow up his Imperial Pa- 
lacc into the Air. I jc wiſe delivered up my Watch, 
whicu the Em peror was very carious to ſee, 42 
manded two fis talleſt Yeomen of the Guards to bear 
It ct. 1 Fol- Upon t. ir Shoulders, as Dray-men in 
Eagles 60 _...rre] of Ale. He was amazed at the 
conniiual i. aa de, and the Motion of the Mi- 
nute IIan d. e cul eaſily diſcern ; for their 
Sight is q 1 4c4tÞ than ours: And aſked the 


Opinions of his icaricd lesen about him, which were 


various and remot , as the Reader may well imagine 
without my repeaiung ; although, indeed, I could not 
very perfecily underſtand them. I then gave up my 
Vikve! "an | Copper Money, my Purſe with nine large 
Tie 5 d, and ſome ſmaller ones; my Knife and 
Beano, my © mb, and Silver Snuff Box, my Handker- 
chief, wo { nal Book. My Scymiter, Piſtols, and 
Pouch, were conveyed in Carriages to his Majeſty" $ 
Stores; but the eſt of m, Goods were returned me. 

1 bad, as I befu; oblerved, ont private Pocket 
which eſcaped their Search, whereis dere was a Pair 
of Spetlacles ubich Loni. es uſe ior the Weakneſs 
of mine Ey. a Pocket 7er:pccrive, and ſeveral other 

little Conveuiencics ; which being of no Conſequence 
to he Emperor, I did not think myſelf bound in Ho- 
nour io diſcover, and [ — they might be loſt 
pr ſpoiled, if I ver tured them out of my Potleſſion. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP, IL. 

The Author diverts the Emperor and his N of 
both Sexes, in a very uncommon 
Diverſions of the Court of Lilliput erl. 
The Author has his Liberty granted _ upon 
certain Conditions. 


Y Gentleneſs and good Behaviour had gained 

ſo far on the Emperor and his Court, and in- 
deed upon the Army and mages | in general, that I 
began to conceive Hopes of getting my Liberty in a 
ſhort Time. I took all — Methods to cultivate 
this favourable Dif] 2 The Natives came, by 


, to be leſs apprehenſive of any Danger from 


me. I would ſometimes lie down, and let five or fix 
of them dance on my Hand ; and, at laſt, the 


and Girls would venture ro come and play at Hide 
and Seek in my Hair. I had now made a Pro- 
greſs in und ing and f. their 3 
The E had a Mind, one Day, to entertain me 


with ſeveral of the Country Shows, wherein they ex 


ceed all Nations I have known, both for Dexterity and 
Magnificence. I was diverted with none ſo much 
as that of the Rope-Dancers performed upon a ſlender 
white Thread, extended about two Feet, and twelve 
Inches from the Ground. Upon which I ſhall defire 
-— =" with the Reader's Patience, to enlarge a 


kia Diverſion is only practiſed by thoſe Perſons 
who are Candidates for great Employments, and high 
Favour, at Court. They are trained in this Art from 
their Youth, and are — always of noble Birth, or 
liberal Education. When a great Office is vacant, 


either by Death or Diſgrace (which often happens) 
five or fix of thoſe Candidates petition the Emperor 


to entertain his Majeſty and the Court with a Dance 
on the Rope, and whoever j 170 the higheſt, without 


Ain, bs in reaſurer ; the reſt of 
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Falling, ſucceeds in the Office. Very oftenthe chief 
Mini themſelves are commanded to ſhew their 


Bkill, and to convince the Emperor that they have 
not loſt their Faculty. Flimnap, the Treaſurer, is al- 
8 on the ſtrait Rope, at leaſt an 

5 other Lord in the whole Empire. 
n 971 —— 
gether, upon a Trencher fixed on the Rope, which is 
M thicker than a common Pack-thread in England. 


„i, in m Opinion, if I am not partial, the 
great 


the 
eps are mae a Par. "Mos 
D 
— — great Numbers are on Record. I 
myſelf have ſeen two or three Candidates break a 
Limb. But the Danger is much greater, when the 
Miniſters themſelves are co ed to ſhew their 


Dexterity ; for, by contending to excel themſelves and 


their Fellows, they {train ſo far, that there is hardly 
one of them who hath not received a Fall, and ſome 


of them two or. three. I was aſſured, that, @ Year 
or two before my Arrival, Flimmap would have in- 


fallibly broke his Neck, if one of the King's Cuſhi- 


ons, chat accidentally lay on the Ground, had not 
weakened the Force of his Fall. 


There is likewiſe another Diverſion, which is only 
ſhewn before the Emperor and Empreſs, and Firſt 


Miniſter, upon particular Occaſions. The Emperor 


lays on the Table three fine Silken Threads of fix 
Inches long; one is Blue, the other Red, and the 
third Green. Theſe Threads are propaſed as Prizes 
For thoſe Perſons whom the Emperor hath a Mind to 
di \tinguith by a peculiar Mark of his Favour. The 


Ceremony is performed in his Majeſty's great Chamber 
of State, where the Candidates are to-undergo a Trial 


of Dexterity very different from the former, and ſuch 
as I have not obterved the leaſt Reſemblance of in any 


ether Country of the old or new World, The Em- 


pes Or 


Friend Reldreſal, principal Secretary for private 


— lr 
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peror holds a Stick in his Hands, both Ends parallel 
to the Horizon, while the Candidates ing, one 
by one, ſometimes over the Stick, ſometimes 
creep under it b and forwards ſeveral Times, 


according as the Stick is advanced or depreſſed. 


Sometimes the Emperor holds one End of the Stick, 
and his Firſt Minifter the other; ſometimes the Mini- 
ſter has it entirely to himſelf. Whoever performs his 
Part with moſt Agility, and holds out the longeſt in 
Leaping and Creeping, is rewarded with the Blue- 
coloured Silk ; the Red is given to the next, and the 
Green to the third, which they all wear girt twice 
round about the Middle ; and you fee few great Per- 
ſons about this Court who are not adorned with one of 
theſe Girdles. 


The Horſes of the Army, and thoſe of the Royal 


Stables, having been daily led before me, were no 


longer ſhy, but would come up to my very Feet with- 
out ſtarting. The Riders would leap them over my 
. Coarke, rock mp 
8 en, upon a er, took m 

Foot, Shoe and all; "hich r a 4 Sad 
eap. I had the good Fortune to divert the Emperor 
one Day, after a very extraordinary Manner: I deſired 
he would order ſeveral Sticks of two Feet high, and 
the Thickneſs of an ordinary Cane, to be brought me; 
whereupon his Majeſty commanded the Maſter of his 
Woods to give Directions accordingly, and the next 
Morning fix Wood Men arrived with as many Carri- 
ages, drawn by eight Horſes to each. I took nine of 
theſe Sticks, and fixing them firmly in the Grounds in 
2 quadrangular Figure, two Feet and a half ſquare, I 
took four other Sticks, and tied them paralle! at each 
Corner, about two Feet from the Ground; then I 
faſtened my Handkerchief to the nine Sticks that ſtood 
ere, and extended it on all Sides till it was as tight 
as the Top of a Drum ; and the four parallel Sticks, 
riſing about five Inches higher thin the Handkerchief 
ferved as J. edges om each Side. When Fhad finiſhed 
5 | = 
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my Work, I deſired the Emperor to let a Troop of his 
beſt Horſe, twenty-four in Number, come and exerciſe 
upon this Plain. His Majeſty approved of the Propo- 


fal, and I took them up one by one in my Hands, 
ready mounted and armed, with the proper Officers to 


Exerciſe them. As ſoon as they got in Order, they 
divided into two Parties, performed mock Skirmiſhes, 
diſcharged blunt Arrows, drew their Swords, fled and 
purſued, attacked and retired, and in ſhort diſcovered 
the beſt Military Diſcipline I ever beheld. The par- 
alle! Sticks ſecured them and their Horſes from falling 
over the Stage; and the Emperor was ſo much de- 
lighted, that he ordered this Entertainment to be 
— ſeveral Days, and once was pleaſed to be 


ted up, and gave the Word of Command; and, with 


great Lifficulty, perſuaded even the Empreſs herſelf 


to let me hold her in her cloſe Chair within two Yards 


of the Stage, from whence the was able to take a full 
View of the whole Performance. It was by good 
Fortune that no ill Accident happened in theſe Enter- 


tainments, only once a firey Horſe, that belonged to 


one of the Captains, pawing with his Hoof, ſtruck a 
Hole in my Handkerckief, and his Foot flipping, he 
overthrew his Rider and himſelf ; but I immediately 
relieved them both, and covering the Hole with one 
Hand, I ſet down the Troop with the other, in the 
fame Manner as I took them up. The Horſe that 
fell was ſtrained in the Left Shoulder, but the Rider 
got no Hurt, and I repaired my Handkerchief as well 
as I could; however, I would not truſt to the Strength 
of it any more in ſuch dangerous Enterprizes, 

About two or three Days before I was ſet at Liberty, 
as I was entertaining the Court with theſe Kind of 
Feats, there are arrived an Expreſs to inform hisMajeſty, 
that ſome of his Subjects, riding near the Place where 
J was firft taken up, had ſeen a great black Subſtance 


lying on the Ground, very oddly ſhaped, extended its 


Edges round as wide as his Majeſty s Bed-Chamber, 
ad ling wp in the Middle as high as a Man; that it 


Was 


ae 


eee 
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was no living Creature, as they at firſt apprehended, for 
it lay on the Graſs without Motion; and tome of them 
had walked round it ſeveral Times: That, by mount- 
ing upon each other's Shculders, they had got to the 
Top, which was flat and even, and, ſtamping upon it, 
they found it was hollow within ; that they humbly 


_ conceived it might be ſomething belonging to the 


Man- Mountain ; and if his Majeſty pleaſed, they would 
undertake to bring it with ouly 6ve Horſe: I pre- 


ſently knew what they meant, and was glad at Heart 


to receive this Intelligence. It feems _-_ my firſt 
reaching the Shore, after our Shipwreck, I was in 
ſuch Confuſion, that before I came to the Place, where 


I weat to flecp, my Hat, which I had faſtened with 


a String to my Head while | was rowing, and had 


ſtuck on all the Time I was ſwimming, fell off after I 
came to Land; the String, as I conjecture, breaking 
by ſome Accident which I never obſerved, but thought 


my Hat had been loſtat Sea. I intreated his Imperial 


Majeſty to give Orders it might be brought to me as 
ſoon as poſlible, deſcribing to him the Uſe and the 
Nature of it: And the next Day the Waggoners ar- 
rived with it, but not ina very good Condition ; th 

had bored two Holes in the Brim, within an In 

and half of the Edge, and faſtened two Hooks in 
the Holes; theſe Hooks were tied by a long Cord to 
the Harneſs, and thus my Hat was dragged along far 
above half an Exg/iþ Mile; but, the Ground in that 
Country being extremely ſmooth and level, it received 


leſs Damage than I expected. 


Two Daysafter this Adventure, the Emperor having 
prdered that Part of his Army, which quarters in 
and about his Metropolis, to be in Readineſs, took a 
Fancy of diverting himſelf in a very ſingular Manner: 
He defired I would ftand like a Co/ofus, with my Legs 
as far aſunder as I conveniently could ; he then com- 
manded his General (who was an old experienced 
Leader, and a great Patron of mine) to draw up the 
Troops in cloſe Order, and march them under * 
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the Foot by twenty four in a Breaſt, and the Horſe by 
ſixteen, with Drums beating, Colours flying, and Pikes 
advanced. This Body conſiſted of three thouſand 
Foot, und a thouſand Horſe: His Majeſty gave Or- 
ders, upon Pain of Death, that every Soldier in his 
March ſhould obſerve the ſtricteſt Decency, with re- 


I had ſent ſo many Memorials and Petitions for 
my Liberty, that his Majeſty as length mentioned the 


Matter firſt in the Cabinet, and then in a full Council; 
where itwas oppoſed by none, except * mm 
whowas pleaſed, without any Provocation, to be my 
mortal Enemy. But it was carried againft him by the 
whole Board, and confirmed by the Emperor. That 
Miniſter was Galbet, or Admiral of the Realm, very 
much in his Maſter's Confidence, and a Perſon well 
verſed in Aﬀairs, but of a moroſe and ſour Complexion. 
However, he was at length perſuaded to comply; but 

led that the Articles and Conditions upon which 
I ſhould be ſet free, and ta which I muſt ſwear, ſhould 
be drawn up by himſelf. Theſe Articles were brought 
to me by Skyr/ Polgolam in Perſon, attended by two 
Under-Secretaries, and ſeveral Perions of Diſtinction. 
After they were read, I was demanded to ſwear to the 
Performance of them; firlt in the Manner of my own 
Country, and afterwards in the Mcthod preſcribed by 
their Laws, which was to hold my Right Foot in my 
Left Hand. and to place the middle Finger of my 
Right Hand onthe Crown of my Head, and my Thumb 


on the Tip of my Right Ear. But, becauſe the Rea- 


der may be curious to have ſome Idea of the Style 
and Manner of Expreſſion peculiar to that People, as 
well as to know the Articles upon which | recovered 
my Liberty, I have made a Tranſlation of the whole 


Inſtrument, 
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Inſtrument, Word fe- Word, as near as I was able, 
which I here offer t· be Public: 

Gotyazro Momanxen EVT Au Gurnito 
Sugrin MuLLy ULLyY Gue, Moſt Mighty Empe- 
ror of Lillipat, Delight and Terror of the Univerſe, 
whoſe  Dominions extend five Thouſand Bluſtrugs 
(about twelve Miles im Circumference) to the Extre- 
mities of the Globe ; Monarch of all Monarchs, taller 
than the Sons of Men ; whoſe Feet preſs down to the 
Center, ind whoſe Head ſtrikes againſt the Sun: At 
whoſe Nod the Princes of the Earth ſhake their Knees; 
pleaſant as the Spring, comfortable as the Summer, 
5 as Autumn, —— — His = 
ublime poſeth to - Mountain, lately 
arrived — — the following Ar- 
ticles, which, by a ſolemn Oath, * 


to perform : 

, The Man-Moaztain ſhall not depart from our 
Dominions without our Licence under our great Seal. 

2d, He ſhall not preſume to come into our Metro- 
poli, without our expreſs Order; at which Time the 

bitants ſhall have two Hours Warning to keep 

within their Doors. 
34, The ſaid Man- Mountain ſtall confine his Walke 
to our high Roads, and not offer to walk or 
lie down in a Meadow or Field of Corn. 

4th, As he walks the ſaid Roads, he ſhall take the 
utmoſt Care not to trample upon the Bodies of any of 
our loving Subjects, 979 nor 
c 


own Confent. 
inary Diſpatch, 


5h, If an Expreſs extraordi 
the Mau- Mountain be obliged · to carry in his 
Pocket, the Meſſenger and Horſe, a fix Days Jour- 
ney once in every Moon, and return the ſaid Meſſen- 
ger back (if ſo required) fafe to our Imperial Preſence. 
67h, He ſhall be our Ally againſt our Enemies in the 
Iſland of Blefi./-u, and do his utmoſt to deſtroy their 
Fleet, which is now preparing to invade us. 


7th, 


29 AVorace 

7th, That the ſaid Man-Mozntain ſhall; at his 
Times of Leiſure, be aiding and aſſiſting to our Work- 
men, in helping to raiſe certain great Stones, towards 
eovering the Wall of the principal Park, and other our 
Royai Buildings. 

8:b, That the ſaid Man-Mountain ſhall, in two 
Moons Time, deliver in an exact Survey of the Cir- 
cumference of our Dominions, by a Computation of 
his own Paces round the Coaſt. 

Laſtly, That, upon his ſolemn Oath to obſerve all 
the above Articles, the ſaid Man- Mountain ſhall have 
a daily Allowance of Meat and Drink ſufficient for the 
Support of 1724 of our Subjects, with free Acceſs 


to our Royal Perſon, and other Marks of our Favour. 


Given at our Palace at 3 the twelfth Day of 


the ninety firſt Moon of our _ 

I fwore and ſubſcribed to Articles with great 
Chearfulneſs and Content, although ſome of them 
were not ſo honourable as I could have wiſhed ; which 

ed wholly from the Malice of Shyreſs Balga- 

ram, the High Admiral; whereupon my Chains were 

immediately unlocked, and I'was at Liberty ; the 

Emperor himfelf in Perſon, did me the Honour to be 
by at the whole Ceremony. I made my Acknowledg- 


ments, by proſtrating myſelf at his Majetty's Feet: 


But he commanded me to riſe ; and after many gra- 


cious Expreſſions, which, to avoid the Cenſure of 
Vanity, I ſhall not repeat; he added that he hoped 


I ſhould prove a uſeful Servant, and well deſerve all 


the Favours he had already conferred me, or 
might do for the future. Oy 

The Reader may pleaſe to obſerve, that, in the 
laſt Article for the Recovery of my Liberty, the Em- 
—8 „ dgradd ror thy + ray 


Some Time after, aſking a Friend at Court, how they 
came to fix on that determinate Number; he told me, 
that his Majeſty's Mathematicians, having taken 


GA APINY PLEASE 3 


ufficient for the Support of 1724 Lilliputians. 


» iter, ÞY 
and finding it to exceed theirs in the Proportion of 


twelve to one, they concluded from the Similarity of 


their Bodies, that mine muſt contain, at leaſt 1724 
of theirs, and, conſequently, would require as much 
Food as was neceſſary to ſupport that Number of 
Lilliputians. By which, the Reader may conceive an 
Idea of the Ingenuity of that People, as well as the 
prudent and exact Economy of ſo great a Prince. 


8 


— 


— 


CHAP. IV. 


Mildendo, the Metropolis of Lilliput, deſcribed, 


together with the Emperar*s Palace. A Conver- 
ſation between the Author and a principal Secre- 
tary, concerning the Affairs of that Empire. The 
Author offers to ſerve the Emperor in his Mars. 


T H E firſt Requeſt I made, after I had obtained 
my Liberty, was, that I might have Licenceto 
fee Mildendo, the Metropolis; which the Emperor eaſi- 


by granted me, but with a ſpecial Charge to do no 


urt, either to the Inhabitants, or their Houſes. The 


People had Notice by Proclamation, of my Deſign to 


viſit the Town. The Wall, which encompaſſed it, is 
two Fegt and a half high, and at leaſt eleven Inches 
broad, ſo that a Coach and Horſes may be driven very 
ſafely round it; and it is flanked with ftrong Towers, 
at ten Feet Diſtance. I itept over the great Weſtern 
Gate, aud paſſed very gently, and ſideling through 


the two principal Streets, only in my ſhort Waiſt- coar, 


for Fear of damaging the Roofs and Eves of the Houſes 
with the Skirts of my Coat. I walked with the ut- 
moſt Circumſpection, to avoid treading on any Strag- 
glers, that might remain in the Streets, although the 
Order, were ſtrict, that all People ſhould keep in their 


I | ep at their own Peril. The Garret · windous, and 
Tops of Houſes, were ſo crouded with Spettators, tliat 


I ought, 


4 Voract 


The Houſes are from three to ſive Stories. The 
Shops and Markets well provided. 
The Emperor's Palace is in the Center of the City, 


where the two great Streets met. It is incloſed by a2 


Wall of two Feet high, and twenty Feet Diſtance 
from the Bui I had his Majefty' Permiſſion ta 


over this Wall; and, the Space being ſo wide be- 
1 and the Palace, I could eaſily view it on 


very 
| it extremely difficult; for the great 
Gates, from one Square into another, were but eigh» 
teen Inches high, and ſeven Inches wide. Now the 
Buildings of the outer Court were at leaſt five Feet 
high, and it was impoſſihle for me to ſtride over them, 
without infinite to the Pile, though the Walls 


till three Days af - 
3 1 — with my Knife, 
e Tre in the Royal Park, about an 


Trees I made two Stools, each about three Feet high, 


and ſtrong enough to bear my Weight. The People 
having received Notice a ſecond Time, 3 
in 


every Side. The outward Court is a Square of forty | 


nif of chis Pa- 


— ards Diſtance from the City. Of cheſe 
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it down on the Space between the firſt and ſecond 
Covrt, which was eight Feet wide. I then ſtept over 
the Building very conveniently, from one Stool to the 
other, and drew up the firft after me with a hooked 
Stick. By this Contrivance, I got into the inmoſt 
Court ; and, lying down upon my Side, I applied my 
Face to the Windows of the middle Stories; which 
were left open on Purpoſe, and diſcovered the moſt 
ſptendid Apartments that can be imagined, There I 
aw the Empreſs, and the young Princes, in their ſeve- 
ral Lodgings, with their chief Attendants ahout them . 


Fer Imperial Majeſty was pleaſed to ſmile very graci- 


ouſly upon me, and gave me out of the Window her 
Hand to kiſs. | 

But 1 ſhall not anticipate the Reader with farther 
Deſcriptions of this Kind, becauſe I reſerve them for 
a greater Work, which is now almoſt ready for the 
Preſs, containing a general Deſcription of this Empire, 
from its firſt Erection, through a long Series of Princes, 
with a particular Account of their Wars and Politics. 
Laws, Learning, and Religion: Their Plants and A- 


nimals, their peculiar Manners and Cuſtoms, with o- 


ther Matters very curious and uſeful ; my chief Deſign 
at preſent being only to relate fach Fvents and Fran- 
ſaftions, as happened to the Public or to myſelf, du- 


ring a Reſidence of about nine Months in that Empire. 


One Morning, about a Fortnight after 1 had ob- 
tained my Liberty, Reid. ., principal Secretary as 
they ſtile him) of private Affairs, came to my Houſe, 
attended only by one Servant. He ordered his Coach 
to wait at a Diſtance, and defired, I would give him 
an Hour's Audience; which | readily conſented to, 
on Account of his Quality, and perſonal Merits, as 
well as the many good Offices he had done me during 
my Sohcitations at Court. I offered to lie dovn, that 
he might the more conveniently reach my Ear; bur 


_ ke choſe rather to let me hold him in my Hind during; 


our Converſation. He began wich Compliments on 
my Liberty, ſaid, ke might pretend to ſome Merit ir 
„ 5 1 ; i > 
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u: But, however, added, that, if it had ner den fiir 


the preſent Situation of Things at Court, perhaps 1 
might not have obtained it ſo ſoon. | For, faid he, as 
flouriſhing a Condition as we may appear to be in to 


Foreigners, we labour under two mighty Evils; a vi- 


olent Faction at Home, and the Danger of an Invaſi- 
on by a moſt potent Enemy from Abroad. As to the 
firſt, you are to underſtand, that, for above ſ- 

Moons paſt, there have been two ſtruggling Parties in 
this Empire, under the Names of Trameck/an, and S/a- 
mecck/ar, from the high and low Heels of their Shoes, 
by which they diſtinguiſh themſelves. It is alledged in- 
deed, that the high Heels are moſt agreeable to our 
ancient Conſtitution ; but, however this be, his Ma- 
jeſty hath determined to make uſe of only low Heel in- 


the Adminiſtration of the Government, and all Offices 


in the Gift of the Crown, as you cannot but obſerve ; 
and particularly, that his Majeſty's Imperial Heels 
are lower at leaſt by a Drurr than any of his Court 
Drurr is a Meaſure about the fourteenth Part of an 

Inch.) The Animoſities between theſe two Parties run 
do high, that they will neither eat nor drink, not talk 
with each other. We compute the Tramecſſan, or high 
eels, to exceed us in Number; but the Power! is 


wholly on our Side. We apprehend his Imperial High- 


neſs, the Heir to the Crown, to have ſome Tendency 
towards the High- heels; at leaſt, we can plainly diſeo- 
ver that one of his Heels is higher than the other, which 
gives him a Hobble in his Gate. Now, in the Midſt 
of theſe inteſtine Diſquiets, we are threatened with an 
Invaſion from the Iſland of Bl/:fuſcu, which is the other 
great Empire of the Univerſe, almoſt as large and pow - 
erful as this of his Majeſty. For as to what we heard 
vou affirm, that there are other Kingdoms and States 
in the World, inhabited by human Creatures, as large 
as yourſelf, our Philoſophers are in much Doubt, and 
would rather conjecture that you dropped from the 
Moon, or one of the Stars; becauſe, it is certain, that 
an hundred Mortals of your Bulk, would, in a ſhort 


Time, 
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Time, deſtroy all the Fruits and Cattle of his Majeſty's 
Dominions. Beſides, our Hiſtories of ſix thouſand 
Moons make no mention of any other Regions, than 
the two great Empires of Lilliput and Blefuſca. Which 
two mighty Powers have, as I was going to tell you, 
been engaged in a moſt obſtinate War for fix and thirty 
Moons pait. It began upon the following Occaſion : 


It is allowed on all Hands, that the primitive Way of 


breaking Eggs, before we eat them, was upon the larger 
End ; but his preſent Majeſty's Grand-father, while he 
was a Boy, going to eat an Egg, and breaking it ac- 
cording to the antient Practice, happened to cut one of 
his Fingers. Whereupon the Emperor, his Father, pub- 
liſhed an Edict, commanding all his Subjects, upon great 
Penalties, to break the ſmaller End of their Eggs. The 


People ſo highly reſented this Law, that our Hiſtories 


tell us, there have been fix Rebellions raiſed on that Ac- 


count; wherein one Emperor loſt his Life, and another 
his Crown. Theſe Civil Commotions were conſtantly 


fomented by the Monarchs of Nlefuſcu; and when they 
were quelled, the Exiles always fled for Refuge to that 
Empire. It is computed that eleven thouſand Perſons 


have at ſeveral Times, ſuffered Death, rather than ſub- 


mit to break their Eggs at the ſmaller End. Many hun- 
dred large Volumes have been publiſhed upon this 
Controverſy ; but the Books of the Bie- Indians have 
— — Twerrang whole Party rendered in- 
capable by Law of holding Emaloyments. During the 
Courſe of theſe Troubles, the Emperors of Bl:fuſcu did 
frequently expoſtulate by their Ambaſſadors, accuſing 
us of making a Schiſm in Religion, by offending againſt 
a fundamental Doctrine of our great Prophet Lauſtrog, 
in the fifty-fourth Chapter of the Blungecro! (which 13 
their Alcoran.) This, however, is thought to be a 
mere Strain upon the Text; for the Words are thele : 
Wat all true Believers beak their Eggs at the conveni- 
ent End. And which is the convenient End, ſeems, in 
my humble Opinion, to be left to every Man's Con- 
icience, or at leaſt in the Power of the chief Magittrace 
5 0 
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to determine. Now, the Big-Iadian Exiles have found 
ſo much Credit in the Emperor or Blefu/ca's Court, 
and ſo much private Aſſiſtance and Encouragement 


from their Party here at Home, that a bloody War 
Fath been carried on between the two Empires, for 


thirty- ix Moons, with various Succeſs ; during which 


Time we have loſt forty capital Ships, and a much 
greater Number of ſmaller Veſſels, together with 
thirty thouſand of our beſt Seamen and Soldiers; and 
the Damage, received by the Enemy, is reckoned to 


be ſomewhat greater than ours. However, they have 


now equipped a numerous Fleet, and are juſt pre- 
paring to make a Deſcent upon us; and his Imperial 
Mzjc.ty, placing great Confidence in your Valour and 
Strength, hath commanded me to lay this Account of 
n:sAfrairs before you. 

I defired the Secretary to preſent my humble Duty 
to the Emperor, and to let him know, that I thought 
it would not become me, who was a Foreigner, to 
interfere with Parties ; but I was ready, with the Ha- 


zard of my Life, to defend his Perſon and State 


againſt all Invaders. 


CHAP. V. | : 

The Author, by an extraordinary Statagem, prevents 
an Invaficn. A high Title of Honour is conferred 
upon him. Ambaſſadors arrive from the Emperor 
of Blefuſcu, and ſue for Peace. The Empreſs's 
Apartment en Fire by an Accident; the Authar 
wftru:nental in ſaving the reſt of the Palace. 
HE. Empire of Bleſuſen is an Iſland, fituated to 
the North-Eaſt Side of Lilliput, from whence it 

i5 parted only by a Channel of eight hundred Yards 
wide. I had not yet ſeen it, and, upon this Notice of 
an intended Invaſion, I avoided appearing on that Side 


of the Coaſt, for Fear of being diſc by ſome of 
the Enemy's Ships, who had received no 2 
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of me, all Intercou: ſe between the two Empires having 
been ſtrictly forbiuden during the War, upon Pain of 
Death, and an Embarg , aid by our Emperor upon all 
Veſſels whatſocver. I communicated to his Majeſty a 
Project I had form'd of feizing theifnemy*swhole Fleet: 
Which, as ou: Scouts allured us, lay at Anchor in the 
Harbour ready to {ail u the firſt fi Wind. I con- 
ſulted the moſt exp.ri-:c.4 Seamen, upon the Depth 


of the Channel, which they had ofteu phummed, who 


told me, that in the Mile, at high Water, it was ſe- 
venty Gum de, which is about fix Feet of Euro- 
pean Mea: z ache reſt of it fifty GiramplnfF atmo. 
I walked cowards the North-Haſt Coaſt, over- againſt 


Vlefuſe,; where, lying down behind 2 Hillock, I took 


out my ſr-2!! Perfpective-nlats, and viewedtheEncmy's 
Fleet at Anchor, conſiſtin of about iſty Men of War, 
and a great Number of | raniports : I then came back 
to my Houſe, and gave Order (for which I had a War- 
rant) for a great Quantity of the ſtrongeſt Cable and 
Bars of Iron. The Cable was about as thick as Pack- 
thread, and the Bars of the Length and Size of a knit- 
ting Needle. I trebled the Cable to make it ſtronger, 
and, for the ſame Reaſon, I twiſted taree of the won 
Bars together, binding the Extremities into a Hook. 
Having thus fixed fifty Hooks to as many Cables, I went 
back to the North-Eaſt Coaſt, and putting off my Coat, 
Shoes, and Stockings, walked into the Sea, in my lea- 
thern Jerkin, about an Hour before high Water. I 
waded with what Haite I could, and ſwam in the Mid- 
dle about thirty Yards, till I felt Ground ; I arrived to 
the Fleet in leſs than half an Hour. The Enemy was 
ſo frightened when they ſaw me, that they leaped out 
of their Ships, and ſwam to Shore, where there could 
not be fewer than thirty thouſand Souls. 1 then took 
my Tackling, and, faſtening a Hook to the Hole at the 
Prow of each, I tied all the Cords together at the End. 

While I was thus employed, the Enemy diſcharged fe - 

veral thouſand Arrows, many of which ſtuck in my 

Hands and Face; and, be ſides the exceihve Smart, gave 
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me much Diſturbance in my Work. My greateſt Ap- 
prehenſion was for mine Eyes, which I ſhould have in- 
fallibly loſt, if I had not ſuddenly thought of an Ex- 
pedient. I kept among other little Neceſſaries a Pair 
of Spectacles in a private Pocket, which, as I obſerved 
before, had eſcaped the Emperor's Searchers. Theſe 


I took out and faſtened as ſtrongly as I could upon my 


Noſe, and, thus armed, went on boldly with my 
Work in Spight of the Enemy's Arrows, many of 
which ſtruck againſt the Glaſſes of my Spectacles, but 
without any other Effect, farther than a little to diſ- 
compoſe them. I had now faſtened all the Hooks, and, 
taking the Knot in my Hand, began to pull, but not a 
Ship would ſtir, for they were all too faſt held by their 
Anchors, ſo that the boldeſt Part of my Enterprize re- 
mained. I therefore let go the Cord, and leaving the 
Hooks fixed to the Ships, I reſolutely cut with my 
Knife the Cables that faſtened the Anchors, receiving 
above two hundred Shots in my Face and Hands ; 
then I took up the knotted End of the Cables to 
which my Hooks were tied, and with great Eaſe drew 
fifty of the Enemy's largeſt Men of War after me. 
The Blefuſcudians, who had not the leaſt Imagina- 
tion of what I intended, were at firſt confounded with 
Aſtoniſhment. They had ſeen me cut the Cables, and 
thought my Deſign was only to let the Ships run a- 
drift, or fall foul on each other: But when they per- 
ceived the whole Fleet moving in Order, and ſaw 
me pulling at the End, they ſet up ſuch a Scream of 
Griet and Deſpair, that it is almoſt impoſſible to de- 
ſcribe or conceive. When ] had got out of Danger, I 
{topt a while to pick out the Arrows that tuck in m 


Hands and Face; and rubbed on ſome of the ſame 
Ointment that was given me at my firft Arrival, as 1 
have formerly mentioned. I then took off my Specta- 


cles, and, waiting about an Hour till the Tide was a 
little fallen, I waded through the middle with my 
arg ived ſafe at the Royal Port of Lilli- 
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The Emperor and his whole Court ſtood on the 
Shore expecting the Iſſue of this great Adventure. 
They ſaw the Ships move forward in a large Half- 
moon, but could not diſcern me, who was up to my 
Breaſt in Water. When 1 advanced to the middle of 
the Channel, they were yet in more Pain, becauſe I 
was under Water to my Neck. The Emperor conclud- 
ed me to be drowned, and that the Enemyꝰ's Fleet was 
e in a hoſtile Manner: But he was ſoon 

ed of his Fears, for the Channel growing ſhallower 


every Step I made, I came in a ſhort Time within 


hearing, and, holding up the End of the Cable by which 
the Fleet was faſtened, I cried in a loud Voice, Long 
live the moſt puifſant Egerer of Lilliput; This great 
Prince received me at my Landing with all poſſible 
Encomiums, and created me a Nardac upon the Spot, 


which is the higheſt Title of Honour among them. 


His Majeſty deſired | would take ſome other Oppor- 
tunity of bringing all the reſt of his Enemy's Ships into 


| his Ports. And fo unmeaſurable is the Ambition of 


Princes, that he ſeemed to think of nothing leſs thanre- 
ducing the whole Empire of B/:fu/cu into a Province, 
and governing it by a Vice-Roy; of deſtroying the 
Big-Indian Exiles, and compelling that People to break 
the ſmaller End of their Eggs, by which he would re- 
main the fole Monarch of the whole World. But I 
endeavoured to divert him from his Deſign, by many 
Arguments drawn from the Topics of Policy as well 
as Juſtice: And | plainly proteſted, that I would ne- 
ver be an Inſtrument of bringing a free aud brave Peo- 
ple into Slavery, And, wien the Matter was debated 
in Council, the wiſeſt Part of the Miniftry were of 
my Opinion. | 
This open bold Declaration of mine was ſo oppoſite 
to the Schemes and Politics of his Imperial Majeſty, that 
he could never forgive me; he mentioned it in a very 
artful Manner at Council, where 1 was told that ſome 
of the wiſeſt appeared, at leaſt, by their Silence, to be 
of my Opinion; but others, who were my ſecret Ene- 
i © mies, 
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mies, could not forbear ſome Expreſſions, which by 2 


Side-wind reflected on me. And from this Time began 
an Intrigue betwen his Majeſty, and a Junto of Mi- 
niſters maliciouſly bent againſt me, which broke out 
in leſs than two Months, and had hke to have ended 
in my utter Deſtruction. Of ſo little Weight are the 
greateſt Services to Princes, when put into the Bal- 
lance with a Refuſal to gratify their Paſſions. 

About three Weeks after this Exploit, there arrived 
a ſolemn Ambaſly from Blefuſcu, with humble Offers 
of a Peace; which was ſoon concluded upon Conditions 
very advantageous to our Emperor, wherewith I ſhall 
nct trouble the Reader. 'T here were fix Ambaſſadors, 
with a Train of about five hundred Perſons, and their 
Entry was very magnificent, ſuitable to the Grandeur 
of their Maſter, and the Importance of their Buſineſs. 
When their Treaty was finiſhed, wherein I did them 
ſeveral good Offices by the Credit I now had, or at 
leaſt appeared to have at Court, their Excellencies, who 
were privately told how much I had been their Friend, 


made mea Viſit in Form. Ihey began with many 


Compliments upon my Valour and Generoſity, invited 
me to that Kingdom, in the Emperor their Maſter's 
Name, and de{tred we to ſhew them ſome Proofs of 
my predigious Strength, of which they had heard ſo 


many Wonders; wherem I readily obliged them, but 


Mall not trouble the Kcader with the Particulars. 
When! had for ſome Time entertained their Excel- 
tencics to their infinite Satisfaction and Surprize, I de- 
fred they would do me the Honour to preſent my moſt 
humble Reſpects to the Emperor their Maſter, the Re- 
nown of wholic Virtucs had ſo juſtly filled the whole 
World with Acmiration, ard whoſe Royal Perſon I re- 
iolved to attend before | returned to my own Country: 
Accordingly, the next Jime I had the Honour to ſee 
our Emperor, 1 ecired his general Licence to wait on 
the Bl fujcudien Monarch, which he was pleaſed to 
Eran? me. as 1 could plainly perceive, in a very cold 


Manner; but could not gucis the Reaſon, till I had a 


Whiſper 


» L 11 1 17 U 1. 41 


Whiſper from a certain Perſon, that Flimnap and Bo/- 
gelam had repreſented my Intercourſe with thoſe Am- 
baſadors as a Mark of Diſaffection, from which I am 
{are my Heart was wholly free. And this was the 
firſt Time i began to conceive ſome imperfe& Idea 
of Courts and Miniſters. 

It is to be obſerved, that theſe Ambaſſadors ſpoke 
to me by an Interpreter, the Languages of both Em- 
pires differing as much from each other as any two in 
£urcpe, and each Nation priding itſelf upon the Anti- 
quity, Beauty, and Energy of their own Tongues, with 
an avowed Cormtempc tor that of their Neighbour ; 
yet our Emperor ffanding upon the Advantage he had 
got by the Seiſure of their Fleet, obliged them to 
deliver their Credentials, and make their Speech in the 
I :{{itutian Tongue. And it muſt be confeſſed, that 
from the great Intercourſe of Trade and Commerce 
between both Realms, from the continual Reception 
of Exiles, which is mutual among them, and from the 
Cuitom in each Empire to {end their young Nobility 
and richer Gentry to the other, in order to poliſh 
themſelves by ſeeing the World, and underitanding 
Men and Manners ; there are few Perions of Diſtinc- 
tion, or Merchants, or Seamen, who dwell in the ma- 
ritime Parts, but what can hold Converiation in both 
Tongues; as I found ſome Wet! after, when I went 
to pay my Reſpects to the Emperor of B/fujca, 
which, in the midſt of great Musfortunes through the 
Malice of my Enemies, proved a very happy Adven- 
ture to me, as I ſhall relate in its proper Place. 

The Reader may remember, that, when I ſigned 
thoſe Articles upon which I recovered my Liberty, 
ticre were ſome which I diſliked upon Account of 
their being too ſervile, neither could any Thing but an 
extreme Neceſſity have forced me to ſubmmm. But, 
being now a Nardac of the ligheſt Rank in that Empire, 
ſuch Offices were looked upon as below my LU:gnity, 
and the Emperor (to do him Juſtice) never once men- 
tioned them tome. However, it was not long 
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I had an Opportunity of doing his Majeſty, at leaſt, as T 
then thought, a moſt ſignal Service. I was alarmed at 
Midnight with the Cries of many hundred People at 
my Door ; by which being ſuddenly awaked, I was 
in ſome Kind of Terror. | heard the Word Burglum 


repeated inceſſantly: Several of the Emperor's Court, 


making their Way through the Croud, intreated me 
to come immediately to the Palace, where her Imperial 
Majeſty's Apartment was on Fire, by the Careleſneſs of 
a Maid of Honour, who fell aſleep while ſhe was 

reading a Romance. I got up in an Inſtant; and 
Orders being given to clear the Way before me, and it 
being likewiſe a Moon-ſhine Night, I made a ſhift to 
get to the Palace, without Trampling on any of the 
People. I found they had already applied Laddersto 
the Walls of the Apartment, and were well provided 


with Buckets, but the Water was at ſome Diſtance. 


"Theſe Buckets were about the Size of a large Thimble, 
and the poor People ſupplied me with them as faſt as 
they could; but the Flame was ſo violent that they did 
little Good. I might eaſily have ſtifled it with my Coat, 
which I unfortunately left behind me for Haſte, and 
came away only in my Leathern Jerkin. The Caſe ſeem- 
ed wholly deſperate and Cep'orable, and this magnifi- 
cent Palace would have intallibly been burnt down to 
the Ground, if, by a Preſence ot Mind, unuſual tome, 
I had not ſuddenly thought of an Expedient. I had 
the Evening before drank plentitully of a moſtdelicious 
Wine called G/:migrim (the Blefuſcudians call it Flunee, 
but ours is eſteemed the better Sort) which is very 
diurctic. By the luckieſt Chance in the World, I had 
not ditcaarged myſelf of any Part of it. The Heat I 
uad contracued by coming very near the Flames, and 
by my labouring to quench them, made the Wine 
begin to operate by Urine ; which I voided in ſuch a 
Quantity, avd applied ſo well to the proper Places, 
that in three Minutes the Fire was wholly extinguiſh- 
ed, and the reſt of that noble Pile, which had coft fo 
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Tt was now Day-light, and I returned tomy Houſe, 
without waiting to congratulate with the Emperor ; 
becauſe, although I had done a very eminent Piece 
of Service, yet I could not tell how his Majeſty might 
reſent the Manner by which I had performed it: 
For, by the fundamental Laws of the Realm, it is 
Capital in any Perſon, of what Quality ſoever, to 
make Water within the Precincts of the Palace. But 
I was a little comforted, by a Meſſage from his Ma- 
jeſty, that he would give Orders to the Grand Juſti- 
Ci for paſſing my Pardon in Form; which, how- 
ever, I could not obtain. And I was privately aſ- 
_ ſured, that the Empreſs, conceiving the greateſt Ab- 
horrence of what [ had done, removed to the moſt 
diſtant Side of the Court, firmly reſolved that thoſe 
Buildings ſhould never be repaired for her Uſe; and, 
in the Preſence of her chief Confidents, could not for- 
bear vowing Revenge. 
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CHAP. VL 
Of the Inhabitants of Lilliput; their Learning, 
Laws, and Cuſtoms; the Manner of educating 
their Children. The Author's Way of Living in 
that Country. His Vindication of a great Lady. 


LTHO' I intend to leave the Deſcription of 

this Empire to a particular Treatiſe, yet, in the 

mean Time, I am content to gratify the curious Rea- 
der with ſome general Ideas. As the common Size of 
the Natives is ſomewhat under ſix Inches high, ſo there 
is an exact Proportion in all other Animals, as well as 
Plants and Trees: For Inſtance, the talleſt Horſes and 
Oren are between four and five Inches in Height, the 
Sheep an Inch and half, more or leſs ; their Geeſe 
about the Bigneſs of a Sparrow, and ſo the ſeveral 
Gradations downwards, till you come to the ſmalleſt, 
which, to my Sight, were almoſt inviſible ; but * 
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hath adapted the Eyes of the L://;pr?7ans to all Object: 
proper for their View: They ſee with great Exactneſs, 
E at no great Diſtance. And, to ſhew the Sharpneſs 
of their Sight toward Objects that are near, I have 
been much pleaſed with obſerving a Cook pulling a 
Lark, which was not ſo large as a common Fly ; and 
a young Girl threading an inviſible Needle with in- 
vifible Silk. Their talleſt Trees are about ſeven Feet 
Rich ; I mean ſome of thoſe in the great Royal Park, 
the Tops whereof I could but juf reach with my Fiſt 


clinched. The other Vegetables are in the fame 


Proportion; but this J leave to the Reader's Ima- 
© ination. 3 | 

E hall fay but little at preſent of their Learning, 
which for many Ages hath flouriſhed in all its Branches 


among them: Pur their Manner of Writing is very 


peculiar, being neither from the Left to the Right, 
like the Earipcans; nor from the Right to the Left, 
like the Arabians; nor from up to down, like the 
Chireſe; but aflant from one Corner of the Paper to 
the other, like Ladies in Englond. 5 
They bury their Dead with their Heads directly 
downwards, becauſe they hold an Opinion, that in 
eleven thouſand Moons they are all to riſe again, in 


which Period the Earth which they conceive to be flat) 


will turn upſide down, and by this Means they ſhall, 
at their ReturreCtion, be found ready ſtanding on their 
Feet. The Learned among them confeſs the Abſurdity 
of this Doctrine, but the Practice {till continues, in 
Compliance to the V ulgar. 

There are ſome Laws and Cuſtoms in this Empire 
very peculiar ; and, if they were not ſo directly con- 
trary to thoie of my own dear Country, I ſhouldſbe 
tempted to iay a little in their Juſtihcation. It is oniy 
to be v iſhed they were as well executed. The firlt I 
ſhall mention, relates to Informers. All Crime: againſt 
the State are puniſhed here with ihe utmoſt Severity: 


but, if the Perfon accuſed malce:h bi Innocence plainly | 


to apyear upon his Trial, the Acculcr is immedlatel 
| 3 | put 
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put to an ignominious Death; and, out of his Goods 


or Lands, the innocent Perſon is quadruply recom- 


penſed for the Loſs of his Time, for the Danger he 
underwent, for the Hardſhip of his Impriſonment, 
and for all the Charges he hath been at in making his 
Defence. Or, if that Fund be deficient, it is largely 
ſupplied by the Crown. The Emperor does alſo con- 
fer on him ſome public Mark of his Favour, and Pro- 
clamation is made of his Innocence through the whole 
City. | | | 

They look upon Fraud as a greater Crime than 


Theft, and therefore ſeldom fail to puniſh it with 


Death; for they alledge, that Care and Vigilance, 
with a very common Underſtanding, may preſerve a 
Man's Goods from Thieves, but Honeſty has no Fence 
againſt ſuperior Cunning; and ſince it is neceſſary that 
there ſhould be a perpetual Intercourſe of Buying and 
Selling, and Dealing upon Credit, where Fraud is per- 
mitted and connived at, or hath no Law to puniſn it, 
the honeſt Dealer is always undone, and the Knave 
gets the Advantage. 1 remember when I was once 


interceding with the King for a Criminal, who had 


wronged tus Matter of a great Sum of Money, which 
he had received by Order, and ran away with ; and 
happening to tell his Majeity, by Way of Extenu- 
ation, that it was only a breach of Truſt; the Em- 
peror thought it monſtrous in me to offer, as a De- 
fence, the greateſt Aggravation of the Crime: And 
truly, I had little to jay in Return, farther than the 
common Anfwer, that different Nations had different 


Cuſtoms; for, I confets, I was heartily aſhamed. 


Aithough we uſually call Reward and Puniſhment 
the two Hinges upon with all Government turns, yet I 
could never obſcrve this Maxim to be put in Practice 
by any Nation except that of Lilliput. Whoever can 
there bring ftufficient Proof that he hath ſtrictly ob- 
ſerved the Laws of his Country, for feventy-three 
Moons, hath à Claim to certain Frivileges, according 
to kis Quality and Condition of Life, wich a propor- 
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tionable Sum of Money out of a Fund appropriated 
that Uſe: He likewiſe acquires the Title of Szi/pa// 
or Legal, which is added to his Name, but does not 
deſcend to Poſterity. And theſe People thought it a 
prodigious Defe& of Policy among us, when I told 
them, that our Laws were enforced only by Penalties, 
without any Mention of Reward. It is upon this Ac- 
count that the Image of Juſtice, in their Courts of Ju- 
dicature, is formed with ſix Eyes, two before, as many 
behind, and on each Side one, to fignify Circumſpec- 
tion ; with a Bag of Gold open in her Right-hand, 
and a Sword ſheathed in her Left, to ſhew ſhe is more 
fo chakng Perſons forall Employment, they have 
chufing Perſons ploy , they have 
more Regard to good Morals than to great Abilities ; 
for, ſince Government is neceſſary to Mankind, they 
believe that the common Size of human Underſtand- 
ings is fitted to ſome Station or other, and that Pro- 
— 2 {+ — | 
public Affairs a Myſtery, to be comprehended onl 
a few Perſons of ſublime Genius, TY 


dom are three born in an age: But they ſuppoſe 


Truth, Juſtice, Temperance, and the like, to be in 
every Man's Power, the Practice of which Virtues, 
aſſiſted by Experience, and a good Intention, would 
qualify any Man for the Service of his Country, except 
where a Courſe of Study is required. But they thought 
the Want of moral Virtues was fo far from being ſup- 
plied by ſuperior Endowments of the Mind, that Em- 
loyments could never be put into ſuch dangerous 
Hands as choſe of Perſons foqualified ; and at leaf, that 
the Miſtakes, committed by Ignorance in a virtuous 
jon, would never be of ſuch fatal Conſequence 
to the publicWeal, as the Practices of a Man whoſe In- 
clinations led him to be corrupt, and had great Abilities 
to manage, to multiply, and defend his Corruptions. 


In like Manner, the Diſbelief of a Divine Providence | 


renders a Manuncapable of holding any public Station ; 
for, fince King avow themſelves to be the Deputies of 
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Providence, the Lil liputians think nothing can be more 


| abſurd than for a Prince to employ ſuch Men as diſ- 


own the Auth —_ 


In relating 2 
only r wes oor rey 


and [ ner the wo ſcandalous Corruptions into which 


theſe People are fallen by the degenerate Nature of 


Man. — racy cathe R of acquiring 
great Employments on the Ropes, or Badges 
of Favour and Diſtinction, ping over Sticks, and 

under them, - =. Reader 1s to obſerve, that 


| creeping 
they were firſt introduced by the Grand-father of the 


Emperor now reigning, and grew to the preſent 
1 Increaſe of Party and Faction. 

is them a Crime, as we 
— 2 —— — for they 
reaſon thus, that whoever makes ill Returns to his Be- 
nefactor, — — . 
of Mankind, from whom he hath received no 
tion, and therefore ſuch a Man is not fit to live. 

Their Notions relating to che Duties of Parents and 
from ours. For, fince the 
Jos pune ya wrt wrt 7 png 
great Law of Nature, in order to e and con- 
tinue the „the Lilliputians needs have it, 
that Men and Women are joined together like other 
Animals, by the Motives z and that 


Concupi 
their Tenderneſs towards their Young proceeds from 


the like natural Principle : For which Reaſon they will 


never allow, that a Child is under any Obligation to 
his Father for him, or to his Mother for 
bringing him into the World, which, c ing the 
Miſeries of human Life, was neither a Benefit in itſclf, 
or intended ſo by his Parents, whoſe Thoughts in their 
Love-Encounters were otherwiſe employ'd. Upon 
theſe, and the like Reaſonings, their Opinion is, that Pa- 
rents are the laſt of all others to be truited with the Edu- 
cation of their own Children: And therefore they have 


in every Town public Nurſeries, where all Parents, ex - 
cept 


1 
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and Labourers, areobliged to ſend the 
Infants of yo yy rs ww, yp 97 
— 4 12 1 
are ſuppoſed to have ſome Rudiments of 
— Theſe Schools are of ſevcral Kinds, ſuited 
to different and to both Sexes. They have 
certain Prof well filled in preparing Children 
for ſuch a Condition of Life as þefits the Rank of 


their Parents, and their own Capacities as well as In- 
clinations. I ſhall firſt ſa * 
Nurſeries, and then of the Female. | 


The Nurſeries for Males of noble or eminent Birth, 
are provided with grave and learned Proteifors, and 
their ſeveral Nepan. The Clothes and Food of 
the Children are plain and fample. They are bred up 
in the Principles of Honour, Juſtice, Courage, Mo- 
defty, Clemency, Religion, and Love of their Coun- 

try; they are always employed in ſome Buſineſs, ex- 
— in the Times of eating and ſleeping, which are 


very 14 and two Hours for Diverſions, conſiſting 


. ether in ſmaller . —— 
ir and __ in the Preſence of a Pro- 
feſſor, or one of his z whereby they avoid 
thoſe carly bad Im of Follyand Vice, to which 
our are Their Parents are ſuffered 
. the V fit. is to laſt but 
an Hour. They are allowed to kiſs the Child at 
and Patting ;. but a Profeliar, Who always 
fands by on thoſe Occaſions, will not ſuffer them tg 


whiiper, or uſe any fondling 1 
Preſencs of Toys, Sweat-ments, and the like. 


The 


The Penſion from each Family for the Education 
and Entertainment of a Child, upon Failure of due 
Payment, is levied by the Emperor's Officers. 

The Nurſeries for Children of ordinary Gentlemen, 
Merchants, Traders, and Handicrafts, are managed pro- 
portionably after the ſame Manner; only thoſe, deſign- 

ed for Trades, are put out Apprentices at eleven Vears 
old, whereas thoſe of Perſons of Quality continue in 
their Exerciſes till fifteen, which anſwers to twenty-one 
with us : But the Confinement is gradually leſſened for 

In the female Nurferies, the young Girls of Quali- 
ty are educated much like the Males, only they are 
dreſſed by orderly Servants of their own Sex; but al- 
ways in the Preſence of a Profeſſor or Deputy, till they 
come to drefs themſelves, which is at five Years old. 
And if it be found that theſe Nurſes ever preſume to en- 

tertain the Girls with frightful or fooliſh Stories, or the 
common Follies practiſed by Chamber-maids among 
us, they are publickly whipped thrice about the City, 
impriſoned for a Year, and baniſhed for Life to the moit 
deſolate Part of the Country. Thus the young Ladies 
there, are as much aſhamed of beingCowards and Fools, 
as the Men, and deſpiſe all perſonal Ornaments beyond 
Decency and Cleanlinefs : Neither did 1 perceive any 
Difference in their Education, made by their Difference 
of Sex, only that the Exerciſes of the Females were not 
altogether fo robuſt ; and that ſome Rules were given 
them relating to domeſtic Life, and a ſmaller Compaſs 
of Learning was enjoined them: For their Maxim is, 
that, among People of Quality, a Wife ſhould be al- 
ways a reaſonable and agreeable Companion, becauſe 

Me cannot always be young. When the Girls are 
twelve Years old, which among them is the marriage- 
able Age, their Parents or Guardians take them Home, 
with great Expreffions of Gratitude to the Proteficrs, 

and ſeldom without Tears of the young Lady and her 
Companiens, 
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In the Nurſeries of Females of the meaner Sort; the 
Children are inſtructed in all Kinds of Works proper 
for their Sex, and their ſeveral Degrees: Thoſe, in- 
tended for Apprentices, are diſmiiied at ſeven Years 
old, the reſt are kept to eleven. 

The meaner Families, who have Children at theſe 
Nurſeries, are obliged, beſides their annual Penſion, 
which is as low as poſſible, to return to the Steward 
of the Nurſery, a ſmall monthly Share of their Get- 
tings, to be a Portion for the Child; and therefore all 
Parents are limited in their Expences by the Law. 
For the Lilliputians think nothing can be more unjuſt, 
than for People, in Subſervience to their own Appe- 
tites, to bring Children into the World, and leave the 
Burthen of Supporting them on the Publick. As to 
Perſons of Quality, t ive Security to a late 
_ certain — aa ſuitable to chelr Condi. 
tion; and theſe Funds are always managed with good 
Huſbandry, and the moſt exact Juſtice. 

The Cottagers and Labourers keep their Children 
at Home, their Buſineſs being only to till and culti- 
vate the Earth, and therefore their Education is of 
little Conſequence to the Public: But the Old and Diſ- 
eaſed among them, are ſupported by Hoſpitals: For, 
Begging is a Trade unknown in this Empire 3 

And here it may, perhaps, divert the curious Rea- 
der, to give ſome Account of my Domeſtics, and my 
Manner of Living in this Country, during a Reſi- 
dence of nine Months and thirteen Days. ving a 
Head mechanically turned, and being likewiſe forced 
by Neceſſty, I had made for myſelf a Table and 
Chair convenient enough, out of the largeſt Trees in 
the Royal Park. Two hundred Sempſtreſſes were em- 
3 to make me Shirts, and Linen for Bed and 

able, all of the ſtrongeſt and coarſeſt Kind they 
could get; which, however, they were forced to quilt 
together in ſeveral Folds, for the thickeſt was ſome 
Degrecs finer than Lawn. Their Linen is uſually 
three Inches wide, and three Feet „ 
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Sempſtreſſes took my Meaſure as I lay on the Ground, 

one ſtanding at my Neck, and another at my Mid- leg, 
with a ſtrong Cord extended, that each held by the 
End, while the third meaſured the Length of the 


Cord with a Rule of an Inch long. Then they mea- 


ſured my right Thumb, and defired no more; for, by 
a mathematical Computation, that twice round the 
Thumb is once round the Wriſt, and ſo on to the 
Neck and the Waiſt; and by the Help of my old 
Shirt, which I difplayed on the Ground before them 
for a Pattern, they fitted me exactly. Three hun- 
dred Taylors were employed in the ſame Manner to 

make me Clothes ; but they had another Contrivance 
for taking my Meaſure. I kneeled down, and they 
raiſed a Ladder from the Ground to my Neck; upon 


this Ladder one of them mounted, and let fall a Plum-_ 


Line from my Collar to the Floor, which juſt auſwer- 
ed the Length of my Coat; but my Waiſt and Arms 
I meaſured myſelf. When my Clothes were finiſhed, 


which was done in my Houſe (for the largeſt of theirs 


would not have been able to hold them) they looked 
like the Patch-work made by the Ladies in Exgland, 
only that mine were all of a Colour. 

1 had three hundred Cooks to dreſs my Victuals. 
in little convenient Huts built about my Houſe, where 
they and their Families lived, and prepared me two 
Diſhes a-piece. I took up twenty Waiters in my 
Hand, and placed them on the Table; an hundred 
more attended below on the Ground, ſome with 
Diſhes of Meat, and ſome with Barrels of Wine, and 


other Liquors, flung on their Shoulders; all which 


the Waiters above drew up as I wanted, in a very 
ingenious Manner, by certain Cords, as we draw the 
Bucket up a Well in Europe. A Diſh of their Meat 
was a good Mouthful, and a Barrel of their Liguor a 
reaſonable Draught. Their Mutton yields to ours, 
but their Beef is excellent. I have had a Surloin fo 
large, that I have been forced to make three Bits of 


it; but this is rare. My Servants were aſtoniſhed to 
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ſee me eat it, Bones and all, as in our Country we 
do the Leg of a Lark. Their Geeſe and Turkies I 
uſually eat at a Mouthful ; and, I muſt confeſs, they 
far exceed ours. Of their ſmaller Fowl, I could take 
up twenty or thirty at the End of my Knife. 
One Day his Imperial Majeſty, being informed of 
my Way of Living, deſired that himſelf and his Roy- 
al Contort, with the young Princes of the Blood of 
both Sexes, might have the Happineſs (as he was 
pleaſed to call it, of dining with me. They came ac- 
cordingly, and I placed them upon Chairs of State 
on my Table, juſt over-againſt me, with their Guards 
about them. Flimnap, the Loxd High-Treaſurer, at- 
tended there likewiſe, with his white Staff; and I 
obſerved he often looked on me with a ſour Counte- 
nance, which I would not ſeem to regard, but eat 
more than uſual, in Honour to my dear Country, as 
well as to fill the Court with Admiration. I have 
ſome private Reaſons to believe, that this Viſit from 
his Majeſty, gave Flimnap an Opportunity of doing 
me ill Offices to his Maſter. That Miniſter had al- 
ways been my ſecret Enemy, though he outwardly 
careiſed me more than was uſual to the Moroſeneſs 
of his Nature. Herepreſented to the Emperor, the 
low Condition of his Treaſury ; that he was forced to 
take up Money at great Diſcount; that Exchequer 
Bills would not circulate under Nine per Cent. below 
Par; that, in ſhort, I had coſt his Majeſty above a 
Million and a Half of Sprugs (their greateſt Gold 
Coin, about the Bigneſs of a Spangle) and, upon the 
Whole, that it would be adviſeable in the Emperor 
to take the frſt fair Occaſion of diſmiſſing me. 

I am here obliged to vindicate the Reputation of 
an excellent Lady, who was an innocent Sufferer up- 
on my Account. The Treaſurer took a Fancy to be 
jealous of his Wife, from the Malice of ſome evil 
Tongues, who informed him, that her Grace had ta- 
ken a violent Affection for my Perſon ; and the Court- 
ſcandal ran for ſome Time, that ſhe once came pri- 
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vately to my Lodging. This I ſolemnly declare to 
be a moſt infamous Falſhood, without any Gronnds, 
further than that her Grace was pleaſed to treat me 
with all innocent Marks of Freedom and Friendſhip. 
I own ſhe came often to my Houſe, but always pub- 
lickly, nor ever without three more in the Coach, 
who were uſually her Siſter and young Daughter, 
and ſome particular Acquaintance ; but this was com- 
mon to many other Ladies of the Court. And I ſtill 
appeal to my Servants round, whether they at any 
Time ſaw a Coach at my Door, without knowing 
what Perſons were in it. On thoſe Occaſions, when a 
Servant had given me notice, my Cuſtom was to go 
immediately to the Door ; and, after paying my Re- 


ſpects, to take up the Coach and two Horſes very 


carefully in my Hands (for, if there were fix Horſes, 


the Poſtillion always unharneſſed four) and placed then: 


on a Table, where I had fixed a moveable Rim quite 
round, of five Inches high, to prevent Accidents. 
And I have often had four Coaches and Horſes at 


once on my Table full of Company, while I ſat in my 
Chair, leaning my Face towards them; and, when 


I was engaged with one Set, the Coachmen would 
_ gently drive the others round my Table. I have paſ- 
{ed many an Afternoon very agreeably in theſe Con- 


verſations. But I defy the Treaſurer, or his two In- 
formers (I will name them, and let them make their 


beſt of it) Cluſtril and Drunlo, to prove that any Per- 
ſon ever came to me incagnito, except the Secretary 
Relareſal, who was ſent by expreſs Command of his 
Imperial Majeſty, as I have before related. I ſhould 
not have dwelt ſo long upon this Particular, if it had 
not been a Point wherein the Reputation of a great 


Lady is fo nearly concerned, to ſay nothing of my 


own ; though I then had the Honour to be a Nardac, 
which the Treaſurer himſelf is not; for all the World 
knows that he is only a Glamlum, a Title inferior by 
one Degree, as that of a Marquis is to a Duke in 
England, although I allow he 1 me in Right 
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his Poſt. Theſe falſe Informations, which I afterwards 
came to the Knowledge of, by an Accident not pro- 
oF to mention, made Flimnap, the Treaſurer, ſhew 

is Lady, for ſome Time, an ill Countenance, and 
me a worſe ; and although he were at laſt undeceived 
and reconciled to her, yet I loſt all Credit with him, 
and found my Intereſt decline very faſt with the Em- 


2 himſelf, who was, indeed, too much governed 
by that Favourite. 5 | | 
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CHAP. vl. 


The Author, being informed of a Deſign to accuſe 
Him of High-Treaſon, makes his Eſcape ta Ble- 
fuſcu. His Reception there. 


 [IDEFORE I proceed to give an Account of my 
leaving this Kingdom, it may be proper to in- 

form the Reader of a private Intrigue which had been 

for two Months forming againſt me. on 

I had been hitherto all my Life a Stranger to Courts, 
for which I was unqualified by the Meanneſs of my 
Condition. I had, indeed, heard and read enough of 
the Diſpoſitions of great Princes and Miniſters ; but 
never expected to have found ſuch terrible Effects of 
them in ſo remote a Country, governed, as I thought, 
by very different Maxims from thoſe in Europe. 

When | was juſt preparing to pay my Attendance 
on the Emperor of Blefuſcu, a conſiderable Perſon at 
Court (to whom I had been very ſerviceable, at a Time 
when he lay under the higheſt Diſpieaſure of his Im- 
perial Majeſty) came to my Houſe very privately at 
Night in a cloſe Chair, and, without ſending his 
Name, defired Admittance: The Chairmen were 
diſmiſſed ; I put the Chair, with his Lordſhip in it, 
into my Coat-Pocket ; and, giving Orders to a truſty 
Servant to ſay I was indiſpoſed and gone to Sleep, I 
faltened the Door of my Houſe, placed the Chair = 
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the Table, according to my uſual Cuſtom, and fat 


down by it. After the common Salutations were over, 


obſerving his Lordſhip's Countenance full of Concern, 


and enquiring into the Reaſon, he deſired I would 
hear him with Patience, in a Matter that highly con- 
cerned my Honour and my Life. His Speech was to 
the following Effect, for I took Notes of it as ſoon as 
he left me. | 

You are to know, ſaid he, that ſeveral Commit- 
tees of Council have been lately called in the moſt pri- 
vate Manner on your Account; and it is but two Days 
ſince his Majeſty came to a full Reſolution. - 


You are very ſenſible that Skyris Bolgolam ( Galbet, 
or High-Admiral) hath been your mortal Enemy al- 


moſt ever ſince your Arrival: His original Reaſons I 
know not; but his Hatred is encreaſed fince your 
great Succeſs againſt Bl/:fu/cu, by which his Glory, as 
Admiral, is much obſcured. This Lord, in Conjunc- 
tion with Flimnap, the High-Treafurer, whoſe En- 
mity againſt you is notorious on account of his Lady, 
Limtoc the General, Lalcon the Chamberlain, and Bal- 


muff the grand Juſticiary, have prepared Articles of 


Impeachment againſt you, for Treaſon, and other 
capital Crimes. 5 
This Preface made me ſo impatient, being conſcious 


of my own Merits and Innocence, that I was going to 


interrupt : When he entreated me to be filent, and thus 
proceeded : 

Out of Gratitude for the Favours you have done 
me, I procured Information of the whole Proceedings, 
and a Copy of the Articles, wherein I venture my 
Head for your Service, . ; 
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Articles of Impeachment againſt Quinbus F leſtrin (ta 


Man-Mountain.) 
ARTICLE I. 


| Hereas, by a Statute made in the Reign of his 
| Imperial Majeſty Calin Deffar Plune, it is 
enacted, that whoever ſhall make Water within the 
Precincts of the Royal Palace, ſhall! be liable to the 
Pains and Penalties of High-Treaſon: No:withſtand- 
ing, the ſaid Quinbus Fl:frin, in open Breach of the 
ſaid Law, under Colour of extinguiſhing the Fire 

kindled in the Apartment of his Majeſty's moſt dear 
Imperial Conſort, did maliciouſly, traiterouſly, and 
deviliſhly, by r of his Urine, put out the 
ſaid Fire kindled in the ſaid Apartment, lying and 
being within the Precincts of the ſaid Ro; al Palace, 
againſt the Statute in that Caſe provided, Sc. againlt 
the Duty, c. Es 


ARTICLE II. 


That the ſaid Quinbus Fliſtrin having brought the 
Imperial Fleet of Blifuſcu into the Royal Port, and 
being afterwards commanded by his Imperial Majeſty 
| to ſeize all the other Ships of the ſaid Empire of 

Blefuſcu, and reduce thai Empire to a I rovince, to bg 
governed by a Vice-Roy from hence, and to deitroy 
and put ta Death not only all the Big Indian Exiles, 
but likewiſe all the People of that Empire, who would 
not immediately forſake the Big Indian Hereſy : He 
the ſaid Fleſtrin, like a falſe Traitor againſt his moſt 
Auſpicious, Serene, Imperial Majeſty, did petition to 
be excuſed from the faid Service, upon Pretence of 
Unwillingneſs to force the Conſcieaces, or deſtroy the 
Liberties and Lives of innocent People. 


ARTICLE ui. 


That, whereas certain Ambaſſadors arrived from the 
Court of Bl:fuſcu, to fue for Peace in his ar Ay 
| -ourt : 
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Court: He the ſaid Fleſtrin did, like a falſe Traitor, 


aid, abet, comfort, and divert the ſaid Ambaſtadors, 
although he knew them to be Servants to a Prince 
who was lately an open Enemy to his Imperial Majeſty, 
and in open War againſt his {aid Majelty. 


ARTICLE IV. 


That the ſaid Quinbus Ficfrin, contrary to the Duty 
of a faithful Subject, is now preparing to make a 


Voyage to the Court and Empire of Blefuſcu, for 


which he hath received only verbal Licence from his 
Imperial Majeſty ; and under Colour of the faid Li- 
cence doth falily and traiterouſly intend to take the 


ſaid Voyage, and thereby to aid, comfort, and abet 


the Emperor of Bfu/cu, fo late an Enemy, and in 
open War with his Imperial Majeſty aforeſaid. 

There are ſome other Articles, but theſe are the moſt 
important, of which J have read you an Abſtract. 

In the ſeveral Debates upon this Impeachment, it 
muſt be confeſſed that his Majeſty gave many Marks 
of his great Lenity, often urging the Services you had 
done him, and endeavouring to extenuate your Crimes. 
The Treaſurer and Admiral imfifted that you ſhouid 
be put to the mott painful and ignominious Death, by 
ſetting on Fire your Houſe at Night, and the General 
was to attend with twenty thouſand Men armed with 
poiſoned Arrows, to ſhoot you on the Face and Hands 
Some of your Servants were to have private Orders to 
ſtrew a poiſonous juice on your Shirts and Sheets, which 
would ſoon make you tear your own Fleſh, and die 
in the utmoſt Torture. The General came into the 
ſame Opinion ; to that for a long Time there was a 
Majority againſt you: But his Majeity reſolving, if 
pothble to ipare your Life, at laſt brought off the 
Chamberlain 

Upon this incident, Re/dre/al, Principal Secretary for 

private Affairs, who always approved himſelf your true 

Friend, was commanded by the Emperor to deliver his 

Opinion which he accordingly did: And therein ju ” 
| V 
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fp d the good Thoughts you have of him. He allowed 
your Crimes to be great, but that ftill there was 
Room for Mercy, the moſt commendable V irtue in a 
Prince, and for which his Majeſty was ſo juftly cele- 
brated. He ſaid, the Friendſhip between you and him 
was io well known to the World, that perhaps the 
moſt honourable Board might think him partial : How- 
ever, in Obedience to the Command he had received, 
he would freely offer his Sentiments. That if his Ma- 
jeſty, in Conſideration of your Services, and purſuant 
to his own merciful Diſpoſition, would pleaſe to ſpare 
your Life, and only give Order to put out both your 
Eyes, he humbly conceived, that, by this Expedient, 
— might in ſome Meaſure be ſatisſied, and all the 
orld would applaud the Lenity of the Emperor, as 
well as the fair and generous Proceedings of thoſe who 
have the Honour to be his Counſellors. That the Loſs 
of your Eyes would be no Impediment to your bodily 
Strength, by which you might ſtill be uſeful to his 
Majeſty That Blindneſs is an Addition to Courage, 
by concealing Dangers from us: that the Fear you 
had for your Eyes, was the greateſt Difficulty in bring- 
ing over the Enemy's Fleet, and it would be ſufficient 
for you to ſee by the Eyes of the Miniſters, ſince the 

greateſt Princes do no more. 

This Propoſal was received with the utmoſt Diſap- 
probation by the whole Board. Bo/go/am, the Admiral, 
could not preſerve his Temper ; but, riſing up in a Fury, 
faid, he wondered how the Secretary durit preſume ta 
give his Opinion for preſerving the Life of a Traitor : 
That the Services you had performed were, by all 
true Reaſons of State, the great Aggravation of your 
Crimes; that you, who were able to extinguiſh the 
Fire, by Diicharge of Urine in her Majeſty's Apart- 
ment (which he mentioned with Horror) might, at 
another Time, raiſe an Inundation by the ſame Means 
to drown the whole Palace; and the ſame Strength, 
which enabled you to bring over the Enemy's Fleet, 
might ſerve upon the firſt Diſcontent, to carry it _ 
That 
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That he had good Reaſons to think you were 2 Big- 
Indian in your Heart; and as "Treaſon begins in the 
Heart, before it appears in Overt- acts, ſo he accuſed 
you as a Traytor on that Account, and therefore in- 
ſiſted you ſnould be put to Death. . 
The Treaſurer was of the ſame Opinion; he ſhewed 

to what Streights his Majeſty's Revenue was reduced 
by the Charge of maintaining yov, which would ſoon 
grow inſupportable : That the Secretary's Expedient of 
putting out your Eyes, was ſo far from being a Remedy 
againſt this Evil, it would probably increafe it, as it is 
manifeil from the blinding ſome Kind of Fow!, after 
which, they fed the faſter, and grew ſooner fat: That 
his facred Majeſty, and the Council, who are your 
Judges, were in their own Conſciences fully convinced 
of your Guilt, which was a ſufficient Argument to 
condemn you to Death, without the formal Proofs re- 
quired by the ſtrict Letter of the La. | 

But his Imperial Majeſty, fully determ --! againſt 

capital Puniſhment, was graciouſly pleaſed to ay, 7!.ar, 
fince the Council thought the | ofs of your Eyes too 
eaſy a Cenſure, ſome other may be inflited hereaf- 
ter. And your Friend, the Secretary, humbly defiring 
to be heard again, in Anſwer to what the Treaſurer 
had objected concerning the great Charge his Majeſty 
was at in maintaining ou, faid, thai his Excellency, 
who had the ſole Diſpoſal of the Emperor's Revenue, 
might eafily provide againit that Evil, by gradually 
lefiening your Eſtabliſhment ; by wkich, for Want of 
ſufficient Food, you would grow weak and faint, and 
loſe your Appetite, and conſume in a few Months; 
neither would the Stench of your Carcaſs be then to 
dangerous, when it ſhould become more than half di- 
miniſhed; and immediately, upon your Death, five or 
ſix thouſand of his Majeſty's Subjects might, in two 
or three Days, cut your Fleſn from your Bones, take 
it away by Cart- Loads, and bury it in diſtant Parts to 
to prevent Infection, leaving the Skeleton as a Monu- 
ment of Admiration to Poſteritx. _ E 
hus, 
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Operation well performed, by diſcharging very ſharp- 
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Thus, by the great Friendſhip of the Secretary, the 
whole Affair was compromiſed. It was ſtrictly enjoined, 
that the Project of ſtarving you, by Degrees, ſhould be 
kept a Secret, but the Sentence of putting out your 
Eyes was entered on the Books; none diflenting ex- 
cept Bo. golam, the Admiral, who, being a Creature of 
the Empreſs, was perpetually inftigated by her Majeſty 


to inſiſt upon your Death, ſhe having born perpetual 


Malice againſt you, on Account of that infamous and 
legal Method you took to extinguiſh the Fire in her 
Apartment, | 

In three Days, your Friend, the Secretary, will be 
directed to come to your Houſe, and read before you 


the Articles of Impeachment ; and then to ſignify the 


great Lenity and Favour of his Majeſty and Council, 


| whereby you are only condemned to the Loſs of your 
Eyes, which his Majeſty doth not queſtion you will 


gratefully and humbly ſubmit to; and twenty of his 
will attend, in order to ſee the 


pointed Arrows into the Balls of your Eyes, as you lie 
on the Ground, | 

I leave to your Prudence what Meaſures you will 
take; and, to avoid Suſpicion, I muſt immediately 
return in as private a Manner as I came. | 

His Lordſhip did fo, and I remained alone, under 
many Doubts and Perplexities of Mind, 

It was a Cuſtom introduced by this Prince and his 
Miniſtry (very different, as I have been aſſured, from 
the Practices of former Times) that after the Court 
had decreed any cruel Execution, either to gratify the 
Monarch's Reſentment, or the Malice of a Favourite, 
the Emperor always madea Speech to his whole Coun- 
cil, expreſſing his great Lenity and Tenderneſs, as 
Qualities known and confeſſed by all the World. This 
Speech was immediately publiſhed through the King- 


dom; nor did any Thing terrify the People ſo much 


as thoſe Encomiums on his Majeſty's Mercy; becauſe 
it was obſerved, that, the more theſe Praifes * — 
ged 
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?arged and inſiſted on, the more inhuman was the 
Puniſhment, and the Sufferer more innocent. And as 
to myſelf, I muſt confeſs, having never been deſigned 
for a Courtier either by my Birth or Education, I was 
ſo ill a Judge of Things, that I could not diſcover the 
Lenity and Favour of this Sentence, but conceived it 
(perhaps erroneouſly) rather to be rigorous than - 
I ſometimes thought of ſtanding my Trial; for, altho* 
1 could not deny the Facts alledged in the ſeveral Ar- 
ticles, yet I hoped they would admit of ſome Extenu- 


ation. But having in my Life peruſed many State- 


Trials, which I ever obſerved to terminate as the 
Judges thought fit to direct, I durſt not rely on ſo 
dangerous a Deciſion, in fo critical a Juncture, and 
againſt ſuch powerful Enemies. Once I was ſtrongly 
bent upon Reſiſtance, for, while I had Liberty, the 
whole Strength of that Empire could hardly ſubdue 
me, and I might eaſily with Stones pelt the Metropolis 
to Pieces; but I ſoon rejected that Project with Horror, 
by remembring the Oath I had made to the Emperor, 
the Favours I received from him, and the high Title 
of Nardac he conferred upon me. Neither had I io 
ſoon learned the Gratitude of Courtiers, to perſuade 
myſelf, that his Majeſty's preſent Severitics acquitted 
me of all paſt Obligations. 


At laſt I fixed upon a Reſolution, for which it is 


probable I may incur ſome Cenſure, and not unjuſtly ; 
for I confeſs I owe the preſerving mine Eyes, and 
conſequently my Liberty, to my own great Rafhneſ:, 
and Want of Experience; becauſe, if I had then known 
the Nature of Princes and Miniſters, which I have ance 


obſerved in many other Courts, and their Methods of 


treating Criminals Icf: obnoxious than myſelf, I ſhould 
with great Alacrity and Readineſs have ſubmitted toſo 
eaſy a Puniſhment. But hurry'd on by the Precipi- 
tancy of Youth, and having his Imperial Majeſty's 
Licence to pay my Attendance upon the Emperor of 
Bl:fuſeu, I took this Opportunity, before the three 
Days were elapſcd, to ſend a Letter co my Friend the 

| 2 — Secretary. 
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Secretary, ſignifying my Reſolution of ſetting out that 
Morning for Blefuſcu, purſuant to the Leave I had 

got; and, without waiting for an Anſwer, | went to 

that Side of the Iſland where our Fleet lay. I ſeized 

a large Man of War, tied a Cable to the Prow, and, 

lifting up the Anchors, I ftript myſelf, put my Cloaths 

(together with my Coverlet, which I brought under 

my Arm) into the Veiel, and drawing it after me. 

between Wading and Swimming, arrived at the Royal 

Port of Blefuſcu, where the People had long expected 

me; they lent me two Guides to direct me to the capital 

City, which is of the ſame Name. I held them in my 

Hands till I came withia two hundred Yards of the 

Gate, and deſired them to ſignify my Arrival to one 

of the Secretaries, and let him know, I there waited 

his Majeſty's Command. I had an Anſwer in about 

an Hour, that his Majeſty, attended by the Royal 

Family, and great Officers of the Court, was coming 

out to receive me. I advanced a hundred Yards. The 
Emperor, and his Train, alighted from their Horſes, 

the Empreſs and Ladies from their Coaches, and I 
did not perceive they were in any Fright or Concern. 
I lay on the Ground to kiſs his Majeſty's and the 

Empreſs's Hand. I told his Majeſty that I was come 

according to my Promiſe, and with the Licence of the 
Emperor my Matter, to have the Honour of ſeeing ſo 
| mighty a Monarch, and to offer him any Service in 
my Power, conſiſtent with my Duty to my own Prince; 

not mentioning a Word of my Diſgrace, becauſe I had 

hitherto no regular Information of it, and might ſup- 
poſe my felf whollyignorant of any ſuch Deſign; neither 
could I reaſonably conceive thac the Emperor would 
diſcover the Secret, while I was out of his Power; 
wherein, however, it ſoon appeared was deceived. 

I ſhall not trouble the Reader with the particular Ac- 
count of my Reception at this Court, which was ſuitable 
to the Generoſity of to great a Prince; nor of the Dith- 
culties I was in for want of a Houſe and Bed, being 
forc:d to lie on the Ground, wrapt up in my i WJ) 
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CHAP. VIII. 


The Author, by a lucky Accident, finds Means to 
leave Bleſuſcu; and, after ſome Difficulties, re- 
turns ſafe to his native Country. 

HREE Days after my Arrival, walking out 
of Curioſity ro the North Eaſt Coaſt of the 

Iſland, I obſerves, about half a League off, in the Sea, 
ſomewhat that looked like a Boat overturned. I pull- 
ed off my Shoes and Stockings, and, wading two or 
three hundred Yards, I found the Object to approach 
nearer by Force of the Tide; and then plainly ſaw it 
to be a real Boat, which I ſuppoſed might, by ſome 
'Fempeſt, have been driven from a Ship: M hereupon 
I returned immediately towards the City, and deſired 
his Imperial Majeſty to lend me twenty of the talleſt 
Veſſels he had left after the Lofs of kis Fleet, and 
three thouſand Seamen, under the Command ot the 
Vice-Admiral. This Fleet failed round, WI Ile 1 
went back the ſhorteſt Way to the Coaſt, where I 
firſt diſcovered the Eoat; 1 found the Tide had driven 
it fill nearer. The Seamen were all provided with 
Cordage, which I had beforehara twiſted to a ſuffi- 
cient Strength. When the Ships came up, I ſtript 
myſelf, and waded till I came within an hundred 
Yards of the Boat, after which [ was forced to ſwim 
till I got up to it. The Seamen threw methe End of 
the Cord, which I faſtened to a Hole in the Fore- | 
of the Boat, and the other End to a Man of War: 
But I found all my Labour to little Purpoſe; for, be- 
ing out of my Depth, I was not able to work. In 
this Neceflity, I was forced to ſwim behind, and puſh 
the Boat forwards as often as I could. with one of 
my Hands; and, the Lide favouring me, I advanced 
ſo far, that I could juſt hold up my Chin, and feel 
the Ground. I reſted two or three Minutes, and then 
gave the Boat another Shove, and to on, till the Sea 
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was no higher than my Arm pits; and now, the moſt 
laborious Part being over, I took out my other Ca- 
bles, which were ſtowed in one of the Ships, and faſt- 
ened them firſt to the Boat, and then to Nine of the 
Veſſels which attended me; the Wind being favoura- 
ble, the Seamen towed, and I ſhoved till we arrived 
within forty Yards of the Shore, and, waiting till the 
Tide was out, I got dry to the Boat and by the Aſ- 
ſiſtance of two thouſand Men, with Ropes and Engines, 
I made a ſhift to turn it on its Bottom, and tound it 
was but little damaged. 
I ſhall not trouble the Reader with the Difficulties I 
was under by the Help of certain Paddles, which coft 
me ten Days making, to get my Boat to the Royal 
Port of Blefuſcu, where a mighty Concourſe of People 
appeared upon my Arrival, full of Wonder at the Sight 
of ſo prodigious a Veſſel. I told the Emperor, that 
my good Fortune had thrown this Boat in my Way, to 
carry me to ſome Place, from whence I might return 
into my native Country, and begged his Majeſty's Or- 
ders for getting Materials to fit it up, together with 
his Licence to depart, which, after ſome — 
tulations, he was pleaſed to grant. | 
I did very much wonder, in all this Time, not to 
have heard of any Expreſs relating to me, from our 
Emperor, to the Court of Blefuſcu. But 1 was after- 
wards given privately to underſtand, that his Imperial 
Majeſty, never imagining I had the leaſt Notice of his 
Deſigns, believed I was only gone to Blefuſcu, in Per- 
formance of my Promiſe, according to the Licence he 
had given me, which was well known at our Court, 
and would return in a few Days when the Ceremony 
was ended. But he was at laſt in Pain at my long Ab- 
ſence ; and, after conſulting with the Treaſurer, and 
the reft of that Cabal, a Perſon of ity was dif- 
tched with the Copy ofthe Articles againſt me This 
Ear oy had Inſtructions to repreſent to the Monarch of 
Bias, the great Lenity of his Maſter, who was con- 
tent to * me —ů — — 
yes; 
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Eyes ; that l had fled from Juſtice, and, if I did not 
return in two Hours, I ſhould be deprived of my Title 
of Nardac, and declared a Traitor. The Envoy fur- 
ther added, that in order to maintain the Peace and 
Amity between both Empires, his Maſter expected, 
that his Brother of Blzfuſcu would give Orders to have 
me ſent back to Lilliput, bound Hand and Foot, to be 
puniſhed as a Traitor. 

The Emperor of Blefuſcu, having taken three Days 
to conſult, returned an Anſwer, conſiſting of many Ci- 
vilities and Excuſes. He ſaid, that, as for ſending me 
bound, his Brother knew it was impoſſible; that al- 
though I had deprived him of his Fleet, yet he owed 
creat Obligations to me for many good Offices 1 had 
done him in making the Peace. Chat, however, both 
their Majeſties would ſoon be made eaſy ; for I had 
found a prodigious V eflel on the Shore, able to carry 
me on the Sea, which he had given Order to fit up 

with my own Aſſiſtance and Direction; and he hoped, 
in a few Weeks, both Empires would be freed from 
ſo inſupportable an lncumbrance. 

With this Anſwer, the Envoy returned to Lilliput. 
and the Monarch of Blefuſcu related to me all that had 
paſt; offering me at the fame Time (but under the 
ſtricteſt Confidence) his gracious Protection, if I would 
continue in his Service; wherein, although | believed 
aim ſincere, yet I refolved never more to put any 
Confidence in Princes or Minifters, where | could poſ- 
fibly avoid it; and, therefore, with all due Acknow- 
ledgments for his favourable Intentions, I humbly 
begged to be excuſed. I told him, that ſince Fortune, 
whether good or evil, had thrown a Veſſel in my Way, 
vas refolved to venture myſelf in the Ocean, rather 
than be an Occaſion of Difference between two ſuch 
mighty Monarchs. Neither did I find the Emperor 
at all diſpleaſed; and I diſcovered, by a certain Ac- 
cident, that he was very glad of my Reſolution, and 
o were moſt of his Miniſters. 
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| Theſe Conſiderations moved me to haſten my De- 
| parture ſomewhat ſooner than I intended; to which 
the Court, impatient to have me gone, very readily 
contributed. Five hundred Workmen were imployed 
to make two Sails to my Boat, according to my Di- 
rections, by quilting thirteen Fold of their ſtrongeſt Li- 
nen together. I was at the Pains of making Ropes 
and Cables, by twiſting ten, twenty, or thirty of the 
thickeſt and ſtrongeſt of theirs. A great Stone that I 
happened to find, after a long Search by the Sea-ſhore, 
ſerved me for an Anchor. I had the 'Tallow of three 
hundred Cows for greaſing my Boat, and other Uſes. 
{ was at incredible Pains in cutting down ſome of the 
largeſt Timber-Trees for Oars and Maits, wherein 
I was, however, much aſſiſted by his Majeſty's Ship- 
carpenters, who helped me in ſmoothing them after 1 
had done the rough Work. | 

in about a Month, when all was prepared, I ſent to 
feceive his Majeity's Commands, and to take my Leave. 
The Emperor and Royal Family came out of the Pa- 
lace ; I laid down on my Face to kits his Hand, which 
he very graciouſly gave me ; io did the Empreſs, and 
young Princes of the Blood. His Majeſty preſented me 
with fifty Purſes of two hundred Sprugs a piece, toge - 
ther with his Picture at full Length, which I put im- 
mediately into one of my Gloves, to keep it from be- 
ing hurt. The Ceremonies at my Departure were too 
many to trouble the Reader with at this Time. 

[ itored the Boat with the Carcaſes of an hundred 
Oxen, and three hundred Sheep, with Bread and Drink 
proportionable, and as much Meat ready dreſſed as 
four hundred Cooks could provide. I took with me 
fix Cows and two Bulls alive, with as many Ewes and 
Rams, intending to carry them into my own Country, 
and propagate the Breed. And, to feed them on Board, 
I had a good Bundle of Hay, and a Bag of Corn. I 
would gladly have taken a Dozen of the Natives, but 
this was a Thing the Emperor would by no Means 
permit; and, betides a diligent Search into my » 
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his Majeſty engaged my Honour not to carry awa 
any of his Subjects, although with their own — 
* nn. 1 1 
aving thus prepared all Things as well as I was 
able, I ſet Sail on the twenty-fourth Day of September 
1701, at fax in the Morning; and when I had gone 
about four Leagues to the Nortaward, the Wind 
at South-Eaſt, at Six inthe Evening, I deſcried a ſmall 
Iſland about half a League to the North-Weſt. I ad- 
vanced forward, and cait Anchor on the Lee-fide of the 
_ Iſland, which ſeemed to be uninhabited. I then took 
ſome Refreſhment, and went to my Reſt. I ſlept well, 
and I conjecture at leaſt fix Hours, for I found the Day 
_ two Hours after I awaked. It was a clear 
— 45 I eat my Breakfact before the Sun was up; 
heaving Anchor, the Wind being favourable, I 
ſteered the ſame Courſe, that I had done theDay before, 
* Fecket-compeks. My 
Intention was to reach, i | one of thoſe Iſlands, 
which I had Reaſon to — . Von the North- Eaſt of 
Var Diemen's Land. 328 othing all that Day; 
but the next, about three in the A rnoon, when 
1 by my Computation made twenty-four Leagues 
from Bleſuſcu, I deicried a Sail ſteering to the South- 
Eaſt; my Courſe was due Eaft, I hailed her, but could 
et no Anſwer ; yet | found I gained upon her, for the 
Wind flackened. I made all the Sail I could, and in 
half an Hour ſhe ſpied me, then hung out her- Ancient, 
and diſcharged a It is not eaſy to expreſs the Joy 
I was in upon the unexpected Hope of once more ſee - 
ing my beloved Country, and the dear Pledges I left iu 
it. The Ship flackened her Sails, and I came up with 
her between Five and Six in the Evening, September 2b; 
but my Heart leapt within me to ſee her Erg/;/ Co- 
lours. I put my Cows and Sheep into my Coat-Poc- 
kets, and got on board with all my little Cargo of Pro- 
viſions. The Veſſel was an Engl; Merchant-man, re- 
turning from Japan by the North and South-Seas ; the 
Captain, Mr. John Bidde! of Deprfird. a very civil 
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Man, and an excellent Sailor. We were now in the 
Latitude of 30 Degrees South. There were about fifty 
Men in the Ship; and here I met an old Comrade of 
mine, one Peter Williams, who gave me a good Cha- 
racer to the Captain. This Gentleman treated me with 
Kindneſs, and defired I would let him know what Place 
I came from laft, and whither I was bound; which I 

did in few Words, but he thought I was raving, and 
that the Dangers | underwent had diſturbed my Head; 
whereupon took my black Cattle and Sheep out of 
my Pocket, which, after great Aſtoniſhment, clearly 
convinced him of my Veracity. I then ſhewed him 
the Gold given me by the Emperor of 1 toge- 
ther with his Majeſty's Picture at full Length, and 
ſome other Rarities of that Country. I gave him two 
Purſes of two hundred Sprugs each, and promiſed, when 
we arrived in England, to make him a Preſent of a Cow 
and a Sheep big with Young. | 
I ſhall not trouble the Reader with a particular Ac- 
count of this Voyage, which was very proſperous for 
the moſt Part. We arrived in the Downs, on the 1 3*' 
of April 1702. I had only one Misfortune, that the 
Rats on Board carried away one of my Sheep; I found 
her Bones in a Hole, picked clean from the Fleſh. 
The reſt of my Cattle I got ſafe a-ſhore, and ſet them 
a grazing in a Bowling-Green at Greenwich, where the 
Fineneſs of the Graſs made them feed very heartily, 
though I had always feared the contrary: Neither could 
| poſſibly have preſerved them in ſo long a Voyage, if 
tie Captain had not allowed me ſome of his beſt Biſker, 
which rubbed to Powder, and mingled with Water. 
was their conſtant Food. The ſhort Time I continued 
in England, I made a confiderable Profit by ſhewing 
my Cattle to many Perſons of Quality, and others: 
And before I began my ſecond Veyage, I fold them 
for fix hundred Pounds. Since my laſt Return, I find 
the Breed is conſiderably increaſed, eſpecially the Sheep, 
which I hope will prove much to the Advantage of the 

Woollen Manufacture, by the Fineneſs of the Fleeces. 
I | I ſtayed 
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T ſtayed but two Months with my Wife and Family; 
for my inſatiable Deſire of ſeeing foreign Countries 
would ſuffer me to continue no longer. I left fifteen 
hundred Pounds with my Wife, and fixed her in a 
good Houſe at Reduit. My remaining Stock I carried 
with me, Part m Money, and Part in Goods, in hopes 
to improve my Fortune. My eldett Uncle Fob had 
left me an Eſtate in Land, near Epping, of about thir- 
ty Pounds a Year; and I had a long Leaſe of the Black 
Bull in Fetter- Lane, which yielded me as much more: 
So that I was not in any Danger of leaving my Family 
upon the Pariſh. My Son Fobunr, named fo after his 
Uncle, was at the Grammar School, and a towardly 
Child. My Daughter Betty (who is now well married, 
and has Children) was then at her Needle-work. I 
took Leave of my Wite, and Boy and Girl with Tears 
on both Sides, and went on board the Adventrrc, a 
Merchant Ship of three hundred Tons, bound for Surat, 
Captain John Nicholſon of Liverpool, Commander. But 
my Account of this Voyage mutt be referred to tie 
Second Part of my Travels. 


The End of the Firjt Part. 
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PART I. 
A Voyage to BrRoBDINGNAG. 
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CHAF. L 
A great Storm deſcribed, the Long- Boat ſent to fetch 
Water, the Author goes with it to diſcover the 
Country. He is left on Shore, is ſeized hy one 
of the Natives, and carried to a Farmer's Hou ſe. 
His Reception there, with ſeveral Accidents that 
happened there. A Deſcr iption of the Inhabitants, 
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Fortune to an active and reſtleſs Life, in two 
Months after my Return, I again left my 
native Country, and took Shipping in the Downs on 
the 2c'" Day of June 1702, in the Hawenture, Capt. 
John Nicholas, a Cor vit, Man, Commander, bound for 
Surat. We had a very proſperous Gale till we arrived 
at the Cope of Good Hi, where we landed for freſh 
Water, but, diſcovering a Leak, we unfhi ipped our 
Goods, ard winiered there ; for, the Captain falling 
vc of an Aguc, we could not leave the Cape till the 
End of Mar. We then (ct Sail, and had a good 
\ oyage tl we patted the £17. ights of Madagaſcar ; but 
teving got Noribarerd of that Ifland, and to about five 
Degrees South U atitude, the Winde, which in thoſe 
Seas were obſerved to Blow 2 conflant equal Gale, 
betwecn 
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bet gen the North and Ve, from the Beginning of 
De nber, to the Beginning of May, on the qt of 
Au began to blow with much greater Violence, and 
more Meſterly than uſual, continuing fo for twenty Days 
tog other, during which Time, we were driven a little to 
the Zaft of the Molucca Iſland:, and about three De- 
prees Northwward of the Line, as our Captain found 
y an Obſervation he took the 24 of May, at which 
Time the Wind ceaſed, and it was a perfect Calm, 
whereat I was not a little rejoiced. Bt he, being a 
Man experienced in the Navigation of thoſe Seas, bid 
us all prepare againſt a Storm, which accordingly hap- 
pened the Day following: For a Southern Wind, called 
the Southern Monſoon, began to ſet in. 
Finding it was like to overblow, we took in our 
Sprit-fail, and ſtood by to hand the Fore- ail; but, 
mak ing foul Weather, we looked the Guns were all 
faſt, and handed the Miſſen. The Ship lay very broad 
off, ſo we thought it better ſpooning before the Sea, 
than trying or hulling. We reeft the Fore fail and 
ſet him, and hawled aft the Fore- ſnect; the Helm was 
hard a Weather. The Ship wore bravely. Webelayed 
the Fore-down-hall ; but the Sail was ſplit, and we 
hawled down the Yard, and got the Sail into the Ship, 
and unbound all the Things clear of it. It was a very 
fierce Storm; the Sea broke ſtrange and dangerous. 
We hawled off upon the Lanniard of the Whipſtaff, 
and helped the Man at the Helm. We would not 
get down our Top- maſt, but let all ſtand, becauſe ſhe 
ſcudded before the Sea very well, and we knew that, 
the Top- maſt being aloft, the Ship was the wholſomer, 
and made better Way through the Sea, ſeeing we had 
Sea Room. When the Storm was over, we tet Fore- 
fail and Main- ſail, and brought the Ship to. Then we 
let the Miſſen, Main- top- ail, and the Fore-top-fail. 
Our Courſe was EAI North-Eaſi, the Wind was at 
| South-Weft, We got the Star-board Tacks aboard, 
we caſt off our Weather Braces and Lifts; we ſet in 
the Lee - braces, and hawled forward by the Weather- 
F 4 bowlings, 
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bowlings, and hawled them right, and belayed them, 
and hawled over the Miſſen-tack to Windward, and 
kept her full and by as near as ſhe would lie. 

During this Storm, which was followed by a ſtrong 
Wind / ſ% South-Meſi, we were carried by my Com- 
putation, about five hundred Leagues to the E, ſo 
that the oldeſt Sailor aboard could not tell in what 
Part of the World we were. Our Proviſions held out 
well, our Ship wa ſtaunch, and our Crew all in good 
Health; but we Jay in the utmoſt Diſtreſs for Water. 
We thought it beit to hold on the ſame Courle, rather 
than turn more Nertheriy, which might have brought 
us to the Nerrb-H Parts of Great Tartary, and into 
the frozen Sea. „ 

On the e Day of June 1703, a Boy on the Top- 
m aſt diſcovered Land. On the 1b, we came in full 
View of a great Iſland or Continent (for we knew not 
whether) on the South Side whereof was a ſmall Neck of 
Land jutting out into the Sea, and a Creek too ſhallo - 
to hold a Ship of above one hundred Tuns. We caſt 
Anchor within a League of this Creek, and our Captain 
ſent a Dozen of his Men well armed in the Long-Boat, 
with Veſſels for Water, if any could be found. I de- 
fired his Leave to go with them, that I might ſee the 
Country, and make what Diſcoveries I could. When 
we came to Land, we ſaw no River or Spring, nor any 
Sign of Inhabitants. Our Men therefore wandered on 
the Shore, to find out ſome freſh Water near the Sea, 
and I walked alone about a Mile on the other Side, 
where I obſerved the Country all barren and rocky. 
I now began to be weary, and ſeeing nothing to en- 
tertain my Cur.oficy, I returned gently down towards 
the Creek; and, the Sea being full in my View, I faw 
our Men already got into the Boat, and rowing for 
Life to the Ship. I was going to halloo after them, 
although it had been to little Purpoſe, when I obſerved 
a huge Creature walking after them in the Sea, as faſt 
as he could: He waded not much deeper than his 
Knees, and took prodigious Strides : But our Men _ 
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the Start of him half a League, and, the Sea there- 
abouts being full of ſharp- pointed Rocks, the Monſter 
was not able to overtake the Boat. This I was after- 
wards told, for I durſt not Ray to fee the Iſſue of the 
Adventure; but ran as fail as I could the Way I firſt 
went, and then climbed up a ſteep Hill, which gave 
me ſome Proſpect of the Country. I found it fully 
cultivated ; but that which firſt ſurpriſed me was the. 
Length of the Craſs, which, in thoie Ground, tliat 
— "i to be kept for Hay, was about twenty Feet 
igh. | = 
I fell into a high Road, for ſo I took it to be, 
though it ſerved to the Inhabitants only as a Foot- 
Path through a Field of Barley. Here | walked on 
for ſome Time, but could ſee little on either Side, it 
being now at leaſt Harveſt, and the Corn riſing near 
forty Fect. I was an Hour walking to the End of this 
Field, which was fenced in with a Hedge of at leaſt 
one hundred and twenty Feet high, and the Trees ſo 
lofty that I could make no Computation of their Al- 
titude. There was a Stile to pais from this Field 
into the next. It had four Steps, and a Stone to croſs 
over when you came to the uppermoſt. It was im- 
poſſible for me to climb this Stile, becauſe every Step 
was fix Feet high, and the upper vtone above twenty. 
I was endcavouring to find jome Gap in the Hedge, 
when I diſcovered one of the Inhabitants in the next 
Field, advancing towards the Stile, of the {ame Size 
with him I ſaw in the Sea, purſuing our Boat. He 
appeared as tall as an ordinary Spire-Stceple, and took 
about ten Yards at every Stride, as near as I could 
gueſs. I was ſtruck with the utmoſt Fear and Aſto- 
niſhment, and ran to hide myſelf in the Cora, from 
whence I faw him at the Top of che Stile, looking back 
into the next Field on the Right-hand, and heard him 
call in a Voice many Degrees louder than a Speaking 
Trumpet; but the Noiſe was ſo high in the Air, that 
at firſt I certainly thought it was Thunder. Where- 
upon, ſeven Monſlers, like himſelf, came towards _ 
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with Reaping - Hooks in their Hands, each Hook about 
the Largeneſs of ſix Scythes. Theſe People were not 
ſo well clad as the firſt, whoſe Servants or Labourers 
they ſeemed to be : For, upon ſome Words he ſpoke, 
they went to reap the Corn in the Field where I lay. 
J kept from them at as great a Diſtance as I could, 
but was forced to move with extreme Difficulty, for 
the Stalks of the Corn were ſometimes not above a 
Foot diftant, ſo that | could hardly ſqueeſe my Body 
betwixt them. I made Shift to go forward, till I came 
to a Part of the Field where the Corn had been laid 
by the Rain and Wind. Here it was impoſſible for 
me to advance a Step; for the Stalks were ſo inter- 
woven that I could not creep thorough, and the Beards 
of the fallen Ears ſo ſtrong and pointed that they 
pierced through my Cloaths into my Fleſh. At the 
tame Time I heard the Reapers not above an hundred 
Yard behind me. Being quite diſpirited with Toil, 
and wholly overcome by Grief and Deſpair, 1 lay down 
between two Ridges, and heartily wiſhed I might there 
end my Days. I bemozncd my deſolate Widow, and 
fatherleſs Children. I lamented my own Folly and 
Wilfulneſs in attempting a fecond Voyage againſt the 
Advice of all my Friends and Relations. In this ter - 
rible Agitation of Mind I could not forbear thinking 
of Lillipyt, whoſe Inhabitants looked upon me as the 
greateſt Prodigy that ever appeared in the World : 
Where I was able to draw an Imperial Fleet in my 
Hand, and perform thoſe other Actions which will be 
recorded for ever in the Chronicles of that Empire, 
while Poſterity ſhall hardly belicve tnem, although at- 
teſted by Millions. I reflected what a Mortification 
muſt prove to me to appear as inconſiderable in this 
Nation, as one ſingle Lilliputian would be among us. 
But this I conceived was to be the leaſt of my Miſ- 
fortunes : For, as human Creatures are obſerved to be 
more ſavage and cruel in Proportion to their Bulk, 
what could I expect but to be a Morſel in the Mouth 
of the firſt among theſe enormous K 
ould 
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ſhould happen to ſeize? Undoubtedly Philoſophers 
are in the Right when they tell us, that nothing is 
great or little otherwiſe than by Compariſon. It might 
have pleaſed Fortune to let the Lilliputians ſind ſome 
Nation, where the People were as diminutive with 
reſpect to them, as they were to me. And who knows 
but that even this prodigious Race of Mortals might 
be equally overmatched in ſome diſtant Part of the 

World, whereof we have yet no Diſcovery ) 
Scared and confounded as I was, I could not for- 
bear going on with theſe Reflections, when one of the 
Reapers, approaching within ten Yards of the Ridge 
where I lay, made me apprehend, that with the 
next Step I ſhould be ſquaſhed to Death under his 
Foot, or cut in two with his Reaping-hook. And, 
therefore, when he was again about to move, I ſcream- 
ed as loud as Fear could make me. Whereupon the 
huge Creature trod ſhort, and, looking round about 
under him for ſome Time, at lait eſpied me as I lay on 
the Ground. He conſidered a While with the Cauti- 
on of one who endeavours to lay hold on a ſmall dan- 
gerous Animal, in ſuch a Manner, that it may not be 
able either to ſcratch or to bite him, as I wyſelf have 
ſometimes done with a Weaſel in Fzg/and. At length 
he ventured to take me up behind by the Middle be- 
tween his fore Finger and Thumb, and brought me 
within three Yards of his Eyes, that he might behold 
my Shape more perfectly. 1 gueſſed his Meaning, and 

my good Fortune gave me ſo much Preſence of Mind, 

that I reſolved not to ſtruggle in the leaſt as he held 
me in the Air, about fixty Feet from the Ground, al- 
though he grievouſly pinched my Sides, for fear | 
ſhould ſlip through his Fingers. All | ventured was to 
raiſe mine Eyes towards the Sun, and place my Hands 
together in a ſupplicating Poſture, and to ſpeak ſome 
Words in an humble melancholy Tone, ſuitable to the 
Condition I then was in. For I apprehended every 
Moment that he would daſh me againſt the Ground, 
as we uſually do any little hateful Animal nn + we 
a ang ve 
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have a Mind to deſtroy. But my good Star would 
have it, thac he appeared pleaſed with my Voice and 
Geſtures, and began to look upon me as a Curioſity, 
much wondering to hear me pronounce articulate 
Words, although he could not underſtand them. In 
the mean '{'ime I was not able to forbear groaning and 
ſhedding Tears, and turning my Head towards my 
Sides ; letting him know, as well as I could, how cru- 
elly 1 was hurt by the Preſturc of his Thumb and Fin- 
ger. He ſeemed to apprehend my Meaning; for, 
lifting up the Lappet of his Coat, he put me gently 
into it, and immediately ran along with me to his 
Matter, v.ho was a ſubſtantial Farmer, and the ſame 
Perſon I had firſt ſeen in the Field. 5 | 
The Farmer having (as I ſuppoſe by their Talk) re- 
ccived ſuch an Account of me as his Servant could 
give him, took a Piece of a ſmall Straw, about the 
Size of a Walking-ſtaſf, and therewith lifted up the 
Lappets of my Coat ; which, it ſeems, he thought to 
be ſome Kind of Covering that Nature had given me. 
He blew my Hairs aſide to take a better View of my 
Face. Tlie called his Hinds about him, and aſked 
them (as I aſterwards learned) whether they had ever 
ſeen in the Fields any little Creature that reſembled 
me: Ie then placed me ſoftly on the Ground upon 
ail four, but I got immediately up, and walked ſlowly 
backwards and forwards, to let thoſe People ſee I had 
no Intent to run away. They all ſat dowu in a Circle 
about me, the better to obſerve my Motions. I pulled 
of my Hat, aad made a low Bow towards the Far- 
mer. I fell on my Knees, and lifted up my Hands and 
Eyes, and ſpoke ſeveral Words as loud as I could: 1 
took a Purſe of Gold out of my Pocket, and humbly 
preſentcd it to him. He received it on the Palm of 
his Hand, then applied it cloſe to his Eye, to ſee what 
it was, and afterwards turned it ſeveral Times with 
the Point of a Pin (which he took out of his Sleeve) 
but could make nothing of it, Whereupon I made a 
Sign that he ſhould piace his Hand on the Ground. I 
then 
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then took the Purſe, and opening it, poured all the 
Gold into his Palm. There were fix Spi Pieces of 
four Piſtoles each, beſides twenty or thirty ſmaller 
Coins. I ſaw him wet the Tip of his little Finger upon 
is Tongue, and take up one of my largeſt Pieces, and 
then another, but he ſeemed to be wholly ignorant what 

they were. He made me a Sigi to put them again into 
my Purſe, and the Purſe again into my Pocket, which, 
after offering it to him ſeveral Times, I thought it 
beſt to do. 5 85 
The Farmer, by this Time, was convinced I muſt be a 
rational Creature. He ſpoke often to me, but the Sound 
of his Voice pierced my Ears like that of a Water- mill. 
yet his Words were articulate enough. | antwered as 
loud as Icould, in ſeveral Languages, and he often laid 
his Ear within two Yards of me; but all in vain, for we 
were wholly unintelligidle to each other. He then ſent 
his Servants to their Work, and, taking his Handker- 
chief out of his Pocket, he doubled and ſpread it on his 
Left-hand, which he placed flat on the Ground, with 
the Palm upwards, making me a Sign to ſtep into it, 
as | could eaſily do, for it was not above a Foot in 
"Thickneſs. I thought it my Part to obey, and, for fear 
of falling, laid myſelf at Length upon the Handker- 
chief, with the Remainder of which, he lapped me up 
to the Head for farther Security, and in this Manner 
carried me Home to his Houſe. There he called his 
Wife, and ſhewed me to her; but ſhe ſcreamed and 
ran back, as Women in England do at the Sight of a 
Toad or a Spider. However, when ſhe had a while 
ſeen my Behaviour, and how well I obſerved the 
Signs her Huſband made, the was ſoon reconciled, 
and, by Degrees, grew extremely tender of me. 
It was about twelve at Noon, and a Servant brought 
in Dinner. It was only one ſubſtantial Diſh of Meat 
fit for the plain Condition of an Huſbandman) in a 
Diſh of about four and twenty Feet Diameter. The 
Company were the Farmer and his Wite, three Chil- 
Ircn, and an old Grand-mother : When they "ow ſet 
5 | on, 
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down, the Farmer placed me at ſome Diſtance from 
him on the Table, which was thirty Feet high from 
the Floor. I was in a terrible Fright, and kept as far 
as I could from the Edge, for fear of falling. The 
Wife minced a bit of Meat, then crumbled ſome 
Bread on a Trencher, and placed it before me. [ 
made her a low Bow, took out my Knife and Fork, 
and fell to eat, which gave them exceeding Delight. 
The Miſtreſs ſent her Maid for a ſmall Dram Cup, 
which held about two Gallons, and filled it with Drink; 
I took up the Veſſel with much Difticulty in both 
Hands, and, in a moſt reſpectful Manner, drank to her 
Ladyſhip's Health, expreſſing the Words as loud as | 
could in Exg /i, which made the Company laugh ſo 
heartily, that | was almoſt deafened with the Noiſe. 
This Liquor taſted like a ſmall Cyder, and was not un- 
pleaſant. Then the Maiter made me a Sign to come 
to his Trencher-fide ; but as I walked on the Table, 
| — in great Surprize all the Time, as the indulgent 
Reader will eaſily conceĩve and excuſe, I happened to 
ſtumble againſt a Cruſt, and fell flat on my Face, but 
received no Hurt. I got up immediately, and ob- 
ſerving the good People to be in much Concern, I took 
my Hat (which 1 held under my Arm out of good 
Manners) and, waving it over my Head, made three 
_ Huzza's, to ſhew I had got no Miſchief by my Fall. 
But advancing forward towards my Maiter (as I ſhall 
henceforth call him) his youngeſt Son, who fat next 
him, an arch Boy of about ten Years old, took me up 
by the Legs, and held me fo high in the Air, that [ 
trembled every Limb; but his Father ſnatched me 
from him, and at the fame Time gave him ſuch a Box 
on the left Ear, as would have felled an Earopean 
Troop of Horſe to the Earth, ordering him to be taken 
from the Table. But being afraid the Boy migit owe 
me a Spight, and well remembring how miſchievous 
all Children among us naturally are to Sparrows, Rab- 
bits, y Kittens, and Puppy-dog:, I fell on my 
. to the Boy, made my _— to 
5 under- 
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underſtand, as well as I could, that I deſired his Son 
might be pardoned. The Father complied, and the 
Lad took his Seat again; whereupon { went to kim 
and kiſſed his Hand, which my Maſter took, and made 
him ſtroak me gently with it. 3 
In the midſt of Dinner, my Miſtreſs's favourite Cat 
leapt into her Lap. I heard a Noiſe behind me like 
that of a dozen Stocking-weavers at Work; and, turn- 
ing my Head, I found it proceeded from the Purring 
of that Animal, who ſeemed to be three Times larger 
than an Ox, as I computed by the View of her Head, 
and one of her Paws, while her Miſtreſs was feeding and 
ſtroaking her. The Fierceneſs of this Creature's Coun- 
tenance altogether diſcompoſed me; though I ſtood at 
the further End of the Table, above fifty Feet off; and 
although my Miſtreſs held her faſt, for fear ſhe might 
give a Spring, and ſeize me in her Talons. But it hap- 
pened there was no Danger; for the Cat took not the 
leaſt Notice of me, when my Maſter placed me within 
three Yards of her. And as I have been always told, 
and found true by Experience in my Travels, that fly- 
ing or diſcovering Fear, before a fierce Animal, is a 
certain Way to make it purſue or attack you, fo | re- 
ſolved, in this dangerous I uncture, to ſhew no Manner 
of Concern. I walked with Intrepidity five or fix 
Times before the very Head of the Cat, and came 
within half a Yard of her ; whereupon ſhe drew herſelf 
back, as if ſhe were more afraid of me: I had lefs Ap- 
prehenſion concerning the Dogs, whereof three or four 
came into the Room, as it is uſual in Farmers Houſes ; 
one of which was a Maſtiff, equal in Bulk to four Ele- 
ants, and a Greyhound ſomewhat taller than the 
aſtiff, but not ſo large. 
When Dinner was almoſt done, the Nurſe came in 
— n Anne, whe nnd 
diately ſpied me, and began a Squall that you mig} 
have heard from Londex-Bridze to Chelſea, — the 
uſual Oratory of Infants to get me for a Play- thing. 
The Mother out of pure Indulgence took me up, and 


80 A VOYAGE 


put me towards the Child, who preſently ſeized me by 
the Middle, and got my Head into his Mouth. where 
roared ſo loud that the Urchin was frighted, and let 
me drop, and I ſhould infallibly have broke my Neck 
if the Mother had not held her Apron under me. The 
| Nurſe to quiet her Babe made ale of a Rattle, which 
was a kind of hollow Veſſel filled with great Stones, 
and faſtened by a Cable to the Child's Waſte: But all 
in vain, ſo that ſnhe was forced to apply the laſt Reme- 
dy by giving it Suck. I muſt confeſs no Object ever 
diſguſted me ſo much as the Sight of her monſtrous 
Breaſt, which I cannot tell what to compare with, ſo 
as to give the curious Reader an Idea of its Bulk, Shape, 
and Colour. It ſtood prominent ſix Feet, and could 
not be leſs than Sixteen in Circumference. The Nipple 
was about half the Bigneſs of my Head, and the Hue 
both of that and the Dug ſo varifiedwith Spots, Pimples, 
and Freckles, that nothing could appear more nauſe- 
ous : For J had a near Sight of her, ſhe ſutting down 
the more conveniently to give Suck, and I ftanding on 
the Table. This made me reflect upon the fair Skins 
of our Engliſbꝰ Ladies, who appear ſo beautiful to us, 
only becauſe they are of our own Size, and their De- 
fects not to be ſeen but through a Magnifying-glaſs. 
where we find by Experiment, that the ſmootheſt and 
whiteſt Skins look rough and courſe, and ill-coloured. 
I remember,when | was at Lilliput, the Complexions 
of thoſe diminutive People appeared to me the faireft in 
the World, and talking upon this Subject with a Per- 
ſon of Learning there, who was an intimate Friend of 
mine, he ſaid that my Face appeared much fairer and 
ſmoother when he looked on me from the Ground, than 
it did upon a nearer View when I took him up in my 
Hand and brought him cloſe, which he confeſſed was 
at firſt a very ſhocking Sight. He ſaid he could diſco- 
ver great Holes in my Skin; that the Stumps of my 
Beard were ten Times ſtronger than the Briites of a 
| Boar, and my Complexion made up of ſeveral Colours 
altogether diſagreeable: — 
y | y 
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ſay for myſelf, that I am as far as moſt of my Sex 
and Country, and very little Sun-burnt by Travels. 
On the other Side, diſcourſing of the Ladies in that 
Emperor's Court, he uſed to tell me, one had Freckles, 
another too wide a Mouth, a third too large a Noſe, 
nothing of which I was able to diſtinguiſh. I confeſs, 
this Reflection was obvious enough; which, however, 
I could not forbear, left the Reader might think thoſe 
vaſt Creatures were actually deformed : For I muſt do 
them Juſtice to ſay, they are a comely Race ef People; 
and particularly the Features of my Maſter's Counte- 
nance, althou þ he were but a Farmer, when I beheld 
him from the Height of ſixty Feet, appeared very well 
proportioned. 

When Dinner was done, my Maſter went out to his 
Labourers, and, as I could diſcover by his Voice and 
Geſture, gave his Wife a ſtrict Charge to take Care of 
me. I was very much tired, and diſpoſed to ſleep, 
which my Miſtreſs perceiving, ſhe put me on her own 
Bed, and covered me with a clean white Handkerchief, 
— larger and coarſer than the Main- ſail of a Man of 

ar. | 

I ſlept about two Hours, and dreamed I was at Home 
with my Wife and Children, which aggravated my Sor- 
rows when I awaked, and found myſelf alone in a vaſt 
Room, between two and three hundred Feet wide, ard 
above two hundred high, lying in a Bed twenty Yards 
wide. My Miſtreſs was gone about her Houfſhold Af- 
fairs, and had locked me in. The Bed was eight Yards 
from the Floor. Some natural Neceſſities required me 
to get down; I durſt not preſume to call, and, if I had, 
it would have been in vain, with ſuch a Voice as mine, 
at ſo great a Diſtance as from the Room where | lay 
to the Kitchen where the Family kept. While I was 
under theſe Circumſtances, two Rats crept up the Cur- 
tains, and ran ſmelling backwards and forwards on the 
Bed. One of them came up almoſt to my Face, where- 
upon | roſe in a Fright, and drew out my Hanger to 
defend myſelf. Theſe horrible Animals had the — 
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neſs to attack me on both Sides, and one of them hetd 
his Fore-feet at my Collar; but I had the good Fortune 
to rip up his Belly, before he could do me any Miſchief. 
He fell down at my Feet, and the other, ſeeing the Fate 
of his Comrade, made his Eſcape, but not without one 
good Wound on the Back, which I gave him as he fled, 
and made the Blood run trickling from him. After this 
Exploit, I walked gently to and fro on the Bed, to re- 
cover my Breath, and Loſs of Spirits. Theſe Creatures 
were of the Size of a large Maſtiff, but infinitely more 
nimble and fierce, ſo that, if I had taken off my Belt 
before I went to ſleep, I muſt have infallibly been torn 
10 Pieces and devoured. I meaſured the Tail of the 
dead Rat and found it to be two Yards long, wanting 
an Inch ; but it went againſt my Stomach to my the 
Carcaſs off the Bed, where it lay ſtill bleeding; I ob- 
ſerved it had yet ſome Life, but, with a {trong Slaſh 
croſs the Neck, I thoroughly diſpatched it. 

Soon after, my Miſtreis came into the Room, who, 
ſeeing me all bloody, ran and took me up in her Hand. 
1 pointed to the dead Rat, ſmiling, and making other 
Signs, to ſhew I was not hurt, whereat ſhe was ex- 
tremely rejoiced, calling the Maid to take up the dead 
Rat with a Pair of Tongs, and throw it out of the Win- 
dow. Then ſhe ſet me on a Table, where I ſhewed 
her my Hanger all bloody, and, wiping it on the Lap- 
pet of my Coat, returned it to the Scabbard. I was 
preſſed to do more than one thing, which another could 
not do for me, and therefore endeavoured to make my 
Miſtreſs underſtand that ] defired tobe ſet down on the 
Floor; which after ſhe had done, my Baſhfulneſs would 
not ſuffer me to expreſs myſelftarther,than by pointing 

to the Door, and bowing ſeveral Times. The good 
Woman, with much Difficulty, at laſt perceived what 
I would be at, and taking me up again in ker Hand, 
walked into the Garden, where ſhe ſet me down. I 
went on one Side, about two hundred Vards, and, beck - 
oning to her not to look or to ſollow me, 9 

eween 
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between Leaves of Sorrel, and there diſcharged the 
Neceſſities of Nature. 3 » 
l hope the gentle Reader will excuſe me for dwelling 
on theſe and the like Particulars, which, however in- 

ſignificant they may appear to grovelling vulgar Minds, 
yet will certainly help a Philoſopher to enlarge his 
Thoughts and Imagination, and to apply them to a 
Benefit of public as well as private Life; which was 
my ſole Deſign in preſenting this and other Accounts 
of my Travels to the World; wherein I have been 
chiefly ſtudious of Truth, without affecting any Orna- 
ments of Learning or of Style. But the whole Scene 
of this Voyage made ſo ſtrong an Impreſſion on my 
Mind, and is ſo deeply fixed in my Memory, that, in 
committing it to Paper, I did not omit one material 
Circumſtance : However, upon a ſtrict Review, I 
blotted out ſeveral Paſſages of leſs Moment which 
were in my firſt Copy, for fear of being cenſured as 
tcdious and trifling, whereof Travellers are often, per- 
haps not without Juſtice, accuſed. 


all_cc 


CHAP. II. 
A Deſcription of the Farmer's Daughter, The Au- 

thor carried to a Market-Tawn, and then to the 
Metropolis, The Particulars of his Tourney. 


Y Miſtreſs had a Daughter of nine Years old, 

a Child of towardly Parts for her Age, very 
dextrous at her Needle, and ſkilful in dreſſing her 
Baby. Her Mother and ſhe contrived to fit up the 
Baby's Cradle for me againſt Night: The Cradle was 
put into a ſmall Drawer placed upon a Hanging-ſhelf, 
tor Fear of the Rats. This was my Bed all the Tune 
I ſtayed with thoſe People, tho' made more convenient 
by Degrees, as I began to learn their Language, and 
make my Wants known. This young Girl was ſo 
kandy, that, after I had * or twice Poe on my 
l | * 2 carts 
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Cloaths before her, ſhe was able to dreſs and undreſs 


me, though | never gave her that Trouble, when ſhe 
would let me do either myſelf. She made me ſeven 
Shirts, and ſome other Linnen, of as fine Cloth as 
could be got, which, indeed, was coarſer than Sack- 
cloth; and theſe ſhe conſtantly waſhed for me with 
her own Hands. She was likewiſe my School-Miſtreſs, 
to teach me the Language : When I pointed to any 
Thing, ſhe told me the Name of it in herown Tongue, 
fo that, in a few Days, I was able to call for whatever 
T had a Mind to. She was very good-natured, and 
Not above forty Feet high, being little for her Age. 
She gave me the Name of Gr:/drig, which the Family 
took up, and afterwards the whole Kingdom. The 
Word imports, what the Latins call Nanunculus, the 
Italians H;munceletine, and the Engliſh Mannikin. To 
her I chiefly owe my Preſervation in that Country : 
We never parted while I was there; I called her my 
Glumdalclitch, or little Nurſe : And ſhould be guilty 
of great Ingratitnde, if I omitted this honourable 
Mention of her Care and Affection towards me, which 
L keartily wiſh it lay in my Power to requite as ſhe 
deſerves, inſtead of being the innocent, but unhappy 

Inſtrument of her Diſgrace, as I have too much Rea- 
ſon to fear. 

It now began to be known and talked ef in the 
Neighbourhood, that my Maſter had found a ſtrange 
Animal in the Field, about the Bigneſs of a Splacknuck, 
but exactly ſhaped in every Part like a human Crea- 
ture; which it likewiſe imitated in all its Actions; 
ſeemed to ſpeak in a little Language of its own, had 
already learned feveral Words of theirs, went ere& 
upon two Legs, was tame and gentle, would come 
when it was called, do whatever he was bid, had the 
fineſt Limbs in the World, and a Complexion fairer 
than a Nobleman's Daughter of three Years old. 
Another Farmer, who lived hard by, and was a par- 
ticular Friend of my Maſter, came on a Viſit on 
Purpoſe to enquire into the Truth of this Story. I 
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was immediately produced, and placed upon a Table, 
where I walked as I was commanded, drew my Han- 
ger, put it up again, made my Reverence to my 
Maſter's Guelt, aſked him in his own Language how 
he did, and told him he was welcome, juſt as my little 

Nurſe had inſtructed me. This Man, who was old and 
dim- ſighted, put on his Spectacles to behold me better; 
at which I could not forbear laughing very heartily, 
for his Eyes appeared like the Full-Moon ſhining into 
a Chamber at two Windows. Our People, who diſ- 
covered the Cauſe of my Mirth, bore me Company 
in laughing, at which the old Fellow was Fool enough 
to be angry and out of Countenance. He had the 
Character of a great Miſer, and, to my Misfortune, 
he well deſerved it, by the curſed Advice he gave my 
Maſter to ſhew me as a Sight upon a Market- day in 
the next Town, which was half an Hour's Riding, 
about two and twenty Miles from our Houle. I gueſſed 
there was ſome Miſchief contriving, when I obſerved 
my Maſter and his Friend whiſpering long together, 
ſometimes pointing at me; and my Fears made me 
fancy that I overheard and underſtood ſome of their 
Words. But, the next Morning, Glumdalclitch, my 
little Nurſe, told me the whole Matter, which ſhe had 
cunningly picked out from her Mother. The poor 
Girl laid me on her Boiom, and fell a weeping with 
Shame and Grief. She apprehended ſome Miſchief 
would happen to me from rude vulgar Folks, who 
might ſqueeze me to Death, or break ore of my Liu bs, 
by taking me in their Hands. She had alſo obſerved 
how modeſt I was in my Nature, how nicely | re- 
garded my Honour, and what an Indignity I ſhould 
conceive it to be expoſed for Money as a public 
Spectacle to the meaneſt of the People. She ſaid, her 
Papa and Mamma had promiſed that Grilarig ſhould 
be hers, but now ſhe found they meant to ſerve her 
as they did the laſt Year, when they pretended to give 
ker a Lamb, and yet, as ſoon as it was fat, ſold it to 
2 Butcher. For my own Part, I may truly affirm, 
G 3 that 
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that I was leſs concerned than my Nurſe. I had 2 
ſtrong Hope, which never left me, that I ſhould one 
Day recover my Liberty ; and as to the Ignominy of 
being carried about for a Monſter, I conſidered myſelf 
to be a perfect Stranger in the Country, and that ſuch 
a Misſortune could never be charged upon me as a 
Reproach, if ever I ſhould return to Exgland; ſince the 
King of Great Britain himſelf, in my Condition, muſt 
have undergone the ſame Diſtreſs. | 

My Maſter, purſuant to the Advice of his Friend, 
carried me in a Box the next Market-day to the 
neighbouring Town, and took along with him his 
little Daughter, my Nurſe, upon a Pillion behind him. 
The Box was cloſe on every Side, with a little Door 
for me to go in and out, and a few Gimlet-holes to 
let in Air. The Girl had been ſo careful to put the 
Quilt of her Baby's Bed into it, for me to lie down on. 
However, I was terribly ſhaken and diſcompoſed in 
this Journey, though it were but of half an Hour. 
For the Horſe went about forty Feet at every Step. 
and trotted ſo high, that the Agitation was equal to 
the riſing and falling of 2 Ship in a great Storm, but 
much more frequent : Our Journey was ſomewhat 
farther than from London to St. Alban g. My Maſter 
alighted at an Inn which he uſcd to frequent ; and af- 
ter conſulting a while with the Inn-keeper, and mak- 
ing {ome neceſſary Preparations, he hired the Grz/trad 
or Crier to give Notice through the Town of a ftrange 
Creature to be ſeen at the Sign of the Green Eagle, not 
io big 25 a Slacnuct (an Animal in that Country very 
finely ſhaped, about fix Feet long) and mn every Part 
of the Body reſembling an human Creature, could 
weak ſeveral Words, and perform an hundred divert- 
ing Tracks. 
i was placed upon a Table in the largeſt Room of 
the Inn, which might be near three hundred Feet ſquare. 
y little Nurſe ſtood on a low Stool cloſe to the Table, 
to take Care of me, and direct what I ſhould do. My 
Maſter, to vd a Croud, would ſuffer only thirty 
5 Peqplæ 
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People at a Time to fee me. I walked about on the 
Table as the Girl commanded: She aſked me Queſtions, 
as far as ſhe knew my underſtanding of the Language 
reached. and I anſwered them as loud as I could. 
I turned about ſeveral Times to the Company, paid 
my humble Reſpects, ſaid they were welcome, and 
uſed ſome other Speeches I had been taught. I took 
up a Thimble filled with Liquor, which G/umdalclitch 
had given me for a Cup, and drank their Health. 
I drew out my Hanger, and flouriſhed with it after 
the Manner of Fencers in England. My Nurſe gave 
me Part of a Straw, which I exerciſed as a Pike, having 
learned the Art in my Youth. I was that Day ſhewn 
to twelve Sets of Company, and as often forced to 
go over again the ſame Fopperies, till J was half dead 
with Wearineſs and Vexation. For thoſe who had 
ſeen me made ſuch wonderful Reports, that the People 
were ready to break down the Doors to come in. 
My Mater, for his own Intereft, would not ſuffer any 
one to touch me except my Nurſe ; and, to prevent 
Danger, Benches were ſet round the Table at ſuch a 
Diſtance as to put me out of every Body's Reach. 
However, an unlucky School-Boy aimed a Hazel-Nut 
directly at my Head, which very narrowly miſſed me; 
otherwiſe, it came with {o much V iolence that it would 
have infallibly knocked out my Brains, for it was 
almoſt as large as a {mall Pumpion : But I had the 
Satisfaction to ſee the young Rogue well beaten, and 
turned out of the Room. | 
My Maſter gave public Notice, that he would ſhew 
me again the next Market-day, and in the mean Time 
he prepared a more convenient Vehicle for me, which 
he had Reaſon enough to do; for I was ſo tired with 
my firſt Journey, and with entertaining Company for 
eight Hours together, that I could hardly land upon 
my Legs, or {peak a Word. It was at leaſt three Days 
before | recovered my Strength; and that I might 
have no Reit at Home, all the neighbouring Gentle- 
men from a hundred Miles round, hearing of my 
| G 4 Fame 
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Fame, came to ſee me at my Maſter's own Houſe. 
'There could not be fewer than thirty Perſons with their 
Wives and Children (for the Country is very populous;) 
and my Maſter demanded the Rate of a full Room 
whenever he ſhewed me at Home, although it were 
only to a ſingle Family: So that for ſome Time I had 
but little Eaſe every Day of the Week (except Wecdne/- 
day, which is their Sabbath) although I were not car- 
ried to the Town, 

My Matter, finding how profitable I was like to be, 
reſolved to carry me to the moſt conſiderable Cities 
of the Kingdom, Having therefore provided himſelf 
with all Things neceſſary for a long Journey, and 
ſettled his Affairs at Home, he took Leave of his Wife, 
and upon the 17th of Auguſt 1703, about two Months 
after my Arrival, we ſet out for the Metropolis, ſituated 
near the Middle of that Empire, and about three thou- 
ſand Miles Diſtance from our Houſe : My Maſter made 
his Daughter Glamdalclitch ride behind him. She car- 
ried me on her Lap, in a Box tied about her Waift. 
The Girl had lined it on all Sides with the ſofteſt Cloth 

me could get, well quilted underneath, furniſhed it with 
her Baby's Bed, provided me with Linen and other 
Neceſſaries, and made every thing as convenient as 
the could. We had no other Company but a Boy of 
the Houſe, who rode after us with the Luggage. 

My Maſter's Deſign was to ſhew me in all the Towns 
by the Way, and to ſtep out of the Road for fifty or 
an hundred Miles, to any Village, or Perſon of Qua- 
lity's Houſe, where he might expect Cuſtom. We 
made eaſy Journeys of not above ſeven or eight Score 
Miles a Day: For Glamdalclitch, on Purpoſe ta ſpare 
me, complained ſhe was tired witn the Trotting of 
the Horſe. She often took me out of my Box, at my 
own Deſire, to give me Air, and ſhew me the Country, 
but always held me faſt by a Leading String. We 
paſſed over five or fix Rivers, many Degrees broader 
and deeper than the Nile, or the Ganges; and there 
was hardly a Nivulet ſo ſmall as the Thames 2 
ridge. 
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Bridge. We were ten Weeks in our Jourr ey, aud I 
was ſhewn in eightcen large Towns, belies many 
Villages and private Families. 

On the 26th Day of October, we arrived at the Me- 
tropolis, called, in their Language, Lorbrulgrud, or 
Pride of the Univerſe. My Matter took a Lodging in 
the principal Street of the City, not far from the Royal 
Palace, and put out Bills in the uſual Form, contain- 
ing an exact Deſcription of my Perfon and Parts. He 
hired a large Room, between three and four hundred 
Feet wide. He provided a Table fixty Feet in diame- 
ter, upon which | was to act my Part, and palliſadoed 
it round three Feet from the Edye, and as many high, 
to prevent my falling over. I was ſhewn ten I imes a 
Day, to the Wonder and Satis faction of all People. 1 
could now ſpeak the Language tolerably well, and 
perfecly underſtood every Word that was ſpoken to 
me. Beſides, I had learned their Alphabet, and could 
make a Shift to explain a Sentence here and there; for 
Glumdalclitch had been my Inſtructor while we were at 
Home, and at leiſure Hours during our Journey. She 
carried a little Book in her Pocket, not much Jarger 
than a Sanſen's Atlas; it was a common Treatiſe for 
the Uſe of young Girls, giving a ſhort Account of their 
Religion; out of this ſhe taught me my Letters, and 

interpreted the Words. 


CHAP. 


The Author ſent for to Court. The .Jueen buys him 
f his Miſter the Farmer, and preſents him to the 
King. Hediſputes with his Majeſty's great Scho- 
lors. An Apartment at Caurt provided for the 
Author. He is in high Favour toith the — 
He fands up fer the Hlanour of his cn Country. 
His Quarrels with the Ducen's Dwarf. 


T HE frequent Labours I underwent, every Day, 
made in few Weeksa very conſiderable Change 
in my Health: The more my Maſter got by me, the 
more inſatiable he grew. I had quite loit my Stomach, 
and was almoſt reduced to a Skeleton. The Farmer 
obſerved it, and, concluding I muſt icon die, reſolved 
to make as good a Hand of me as he could. While he 
was thus reajoning and reſolving with himſelf, a S/ar- 
dral, or Gentleman- Uſher, came from Court, com- 
manding my Maſter to carry me immediately thither, 
for the Diverſion of the Queen and her Ladies. Some 
of the latter had already been to ſee me, and reported 
ſtrange Things of my Beauty, Behaviour, and good 
Senſe. Her Majeity, and thoie who attended her, were 
beyond Meaſure delighted with my Demeanour. fell 
on my Knees, and begged the Honour of kiffing her 
Imperial Foot; but this gracious Princets held out her 
little Finger towards me (after | wa: tet on a able) 
which I embraced in bo:h wy Arms, and put the Tip 
of it, with the utmoſt Reſpe©, to my Lips She made 
me ſome genera al Queſtion: about may Country, ard ny 
Travels, 7 michl 2 cred a. dünnen, ard in a+ few 
Words as l could. She aket w he ner! would be con- 
tent to live at Court, I Howe? den to the Board of 
the Table, and humbly ans cred that I was my Mal- 
ter's Stave; but, if I were at my own i Hſpoſai, thouid 
Le proud io devote my Lie to her lajcüy's Service. 
Sue 
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She then aſked my Maſter whether he were willing to 
{ell me at a good Price. He, who apprehended [ 
could not live a Month, was ready enough to part with 
me, and demanded a thouſand Pieces of Gold, which 
were ordered him on the Spot, each Piece being about 
the Bigneſs of eight-hundred Moydores ; but, allowing 
for the Proportion of all Things between that Country 
and Europe, and the high Price of Gold among them, 
was hardly ſo great a Sum as a thouſand Guineas would 
be in England. I then ſaid to the Queen, fince I was now 
her Majeſty's moſt humble Creature and Vaſſal, I muſt 
beg the Favour, that C/umdalclitch, who had always 
tended me with ſo much Care and Kindneſs, and un- 
derſtood to do it ſo well, might be admitted into her 
Service, and continue to be my Nurſe and Inſtructor. 
Her Majeſty agreed to my Petition, and eaſily got the 
Farmer's Content, who was glad enough to have his 
Daughter preferred at Court: And the poor Girl her- 
ſelf was not able to hide her Joy : My late Maſter 
withdrew, bidding me Farewel, and Pa to he had left 
me in a good Service; to which I replied not a Word, 
only making him a ſlight Bow. 

The Queen obſerved my Coldneſs, and, when the 
Farmer was gone out of the Apartment, aſked me the 
Reaſon. I made bold to tell her Majeſty, that I owed 
no other Obligation to my late Maſter, than his not 
daſhing out the Brains of a poor harmleſs Creature found 
byChance in his Field ; which Obligationwas amply re- 
compenſed bythe Gain hehad made in ſhewing me thro” 
| half the Kingdom, and the Price he had now fold me 
for. That the Life I had ſince led, was laborious enough 
to kill an Animal of ten Times my Strength. That 
my Health was much impaired by the continual Drud- 
gery of entertaining the Kabble every Hour of the Day, 
and that, if my Maſter had not thought wy Life in 
Danger, her Majeſty would not have got cheap 
Bargain: But as i was out of all Fear of be: 7 il] treat- 
ed under the Protection of ſo great and good an Em- 
* the Ornament of Nane, the Darling of the 
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World, the Delight of her Subjects, the Pheenix of 
the Creation; fo, I hoped my late Maſters apprehen- 
ſions would appear to be groundleſs, for I already 
found my Spirits to revive by the Influence of her 
moſt auguft Preſence. 
This was the Sum of my Speech, delivered with 
great Improprieties and Heſitation; the latter Part 
was altogether framed in the Style peculiar to that Peo- 
ple, whereof I learned ſome Phraſes from Glumdal- 
clitch, While ſhe was carrying me to Court. | 
The Queen, giving great Allowance for my De- 
fectiveneſs in ſpeaking, was however ſurpriſed at fo 
much Witand good Senſe in ſodiminutive an Animal. 
She took me in her own Hands, and carried me to the 
King, who was then retired to his Cabinet. His Ma- 
jeſty, a Prince of much Gravity, and auſtere Counte- 
nance, not well obſerving my Shape at firſt View, aſk- 
ed the Queen after a cold Manner, how long it was 
fince ſhe grew fond of a Sp/acknuck ; for ſuch it ſeems 
he took me to be, as I lay upon mv Breaſt in her Ma- 
jeſty's Right-hand. But this Princeſs, who hath an 
infinite deal of Wit and Humour, ſet me gently on my 
Feet upon the Scrutore, and commanded me to give 
his Majeſty an Account of myſelf, which I did in a 
very few Words; and Glumd«1-litch, who attended at 
the Cabinet Door, and could not endure I ſhould be 
out of her Sight, being admitted, confirmed all that 
had paſſed from my Arrival at her Father's Houſe. 
The King, although he be as learned a Perſon as 
any in his Dominions, had been educated in the Stu- 
dy of Philoſopy, and particularly Mathematics; yet 
when he obſerved my Shape exactly, and ſaw me walk 
erect, before I began to ſpeak, conceived I might be a 
Piece of Clack-work {which is in that Country arrived 
to a very great Perfection) contrived by ſome ingenious 
Artiſt. Bur when he heard my Voice, and found what 
1 delivered to be regular and rational, he could not 
conceal his Aſtoniſhment. He was by no Means ſa- 
tisfied with the Relation J gave him of the Manner I 
+ | | came 
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eame into his Kingdom, but thought it a Story con- 
certed between G/umdalclitch and her Father, who had 
taught me a Set of Words to make me fell at a better 
Price. Upon this Imagination he put ſeveral other 
| Queſtions to me, and ſtill received rational Anſwers, 
no otherwiſe defective, than by a foreign Accent, and 
an imperfe&t Knowledge in the Language, with ſome 
ruſtic Phraſes which I had learned at the Farmer's 
HFouſe, and did not ſuit the polite Style of a Court. 
His Majeſty ſent for three great Scholars who were 
then m their weekly Waiting, according to the Cuſ- 
tom in that Country. Theſe Gentlemen, after they 
had a while examined my Shape with much Nicety, 
were of different Opinions concerning me. They all 
agreed that I could not be produced according to the 
regular Laws of Nature, becauſe I was not framed with 
a Capacity of preſerving my Life, either by Swiftneſs, 
or Climbing of Trees, or Digging Holes in the Earth. 
They obſerved by my Teeth, which they viewed with 
great Exactneſs, that I was a carnivorous Animal; yet 
moſt Quadrupdes being an Overmatch for me, and 
Field-mice, with ſome others, too nimble, they could 
not imagine how I ſhould be able to ſupport myſelf, 
unleſs 1 fed upon Snails and other Inſects, which they 
offered, by many learned Arguments, to evince ther 
I could not poſſibly do. One of theſe Virtuoſi ſeemed 
to think that I might be an Embryo, or abortive Birth. 
But this Opinion was rejected by the other two, who 
obſerved my Limbs to be perfect and finiſhed, and that 
I had lived ſeveral Years, as it was manifeſt from my 
Beard, the Stumps whereof they plainly diſcovered 
through a Magnifying-glaſs. They would not allow 
me to be a Dwarf, becauſe my Littleneſs was beyond 
all Degrees of Compariſon ; for the Queen's favourite 
Dwarf, the ſmalleſt ever known in that Kingdom, was 
near thirty Feet high. After much Debate, they 
concluded unanimouſly that I was only Relplum Scal- 
catch, which is interpreted literally, Luſus Nature ; 2 
Detetmination exactly agreeable to the modern Phi- 
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loſophy of Europe, whoſe Profeſſors, diſdaining the old, 
Evaſion of occu/t Cauſes, whereby the Followers 
Ariſtatle endeavoured in vain to diſguiſe their Igno- 
rance, have invented this wonderful Solution of all 
Difficulties, to the unſpeakable Advancement of hu- 
man Knowledge. | 
Aſter this decifive Concluſion, I entreated to be heard 
a Word or two. I applied myſelf to the King, and aſ- 
ſured his Majeſty that l came from a Country which 
abounded with ſeveralMillions of bothSexes,and of my 


_ own Stature; where the Animals, Trees, and Houſes 


were all in Proportion, and where by Conſequence 1 
might be as able to defend myſelf, and to find Suſte- 


| nance, as any of his Majeſty's Subjects could do here; 


which I took for a full Anſwer to thoſe Gentlemens Ar- 


guments. To this they only replied with a Smile of 


Contempt, ſaying, That the Farmer had inſtructed me 
very well in my Leſſon. The King, who had a much 
better — diſmiſſing his learned Men, ſent 

y good Fortune was not yet gone 
out of Town: Having therefore firſt examined him 
privately, and then confronted him with me and the 
young Girl, his Majeſty began to think that what we 
told him might poſſibly be true. He deſired the Queen 
to order that a particular Care ſhould be taken of me, 


and was of Opinion, that Glumdalclitch ſhould ſtill con- 


tinue in her Office of tending me, becauſe he obſerved 
we had a great Affection for each other. A convenient 
Apartment was provided for her at Court; ſhe had a 
Sort of Governeſs appointed to take Care of her Edu- 
cation, a Maid to dreis her, and two other Servants for 


menialOfñces; but the Care of me was wholly appropri- 


ated to herſelf The Queen commanded her own Cabi- 
net-maker to contrive a Box that might ſerve me for a 
Bed-chamber, after the Model that G/umdalclitch and | 
ſhould agree upon. This Man was a moſt ingenious Ar- 
wit, and, according to my Directions, in three Wecks fi- 
niſhed for me a wooden Chamber of ſixteen Feet ſquare, 
and twelve high, with Saſh-windows, a Door, and two 
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Cloſets, like a London Bed- chamber. The Board that 
made the Cieling, was to be lifted up and down by two 
Hinges, to put ina Bed ready furniſhed by her Majeſty's 
Opholſterer, which G/umdu/clitchtook out every Dayto 
Air, made it with her own Hands, and, letting it down 
at Night, locked up the Roof over me. A nice Work- 
man, who was famous for little Curioſities, undertook 
to make me two Chairs, with Backs and Frames of a 
Subſtance not unhke Ivory, and two Tables,with a Ca- 
binet to put my Things in. The Room was quilted 
on all Sides, as well as the Floor and the Cieling, to 
prevent any Accident from the Careleſſneſs of thoſewho 
carried me, and to break the Force of a jolt when I 
went in a Coach. I deſired a Lock for my Door, to 
prevent Rats and Mice from coming in: The Smith, 
after ſeveral Attempts, made the ſmalleſt that ever was 
ſeen among them, for I have known a larger at the 
Gate of a Gentleman's Houſe in England. I made a 
Shift to keep the Key in a Pocket of my own, fearing 
Glumdalclitch might loie it. The Queen likewiſe or- 
dered the thinneſt Silks that could be gotten, to make 
me Cloathe, not much thicker than an £»g/// Blanket, 
very cumbertome, till I was acer ſtomed to them. They 
were after the Faſhion of the Kingdom, partly refem- 
bling the Perfrun, and partly the Coinee „ and are a 
very grave and decent Habit. 

The Queen became fo fond of my Company, that 
ſhe could not C1::2 witkout me. I had a table placed 
upon the iame at which her Majeity eat, juſt at her 
Left Elbow, and a Chair to ſit Oil, Glumdaluli: <Þ Hood 
on a Stool on the Floor, near iny Lable, to atfilt and 
take Care of me. I bad an entire Set of Silver Dithes 
and Fiates, and other Necefiaiice, which, in Proportion 

to thoſe of the Queen's, were wot much bi igger than 
whatT nave iccn ot the fame Kind in a Lenden Voy- 
Shop, for the Furniture of 2 Baby-koute : Theſe my 
little Nurſe kept in her Pocket, in 2 Silver Box, and 
gave nie at Meals as I wanted them, always cleaning 
them herfcit. Ne Ferien died Wah ts Queen but 


e 
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the two Princeſſes Royal, the elder ſixteen Years old, 
and the younger at that Time thirteen and a Month. 
Her Majeſty uſed to put a Bit of Meat upon-one of 
my Diſhes, out of which I carved for myſelf ; and her 
Diverſion was to ſee me eat in Miniature. For the 
Queen {who had, indeed, but a weak Stomach) took 
up, at one Mouthful, as much as a Dozen Ergli/h 
Farmers could eat at a Meal, which, to me, was for 
ſome Time a very nauſeous Sight. She would crunch 
the Wing of a Lark, Bones and all, between her 
Teeth, although it were nine Times as large as that 


of a full grown Turkey; and put a Bit of Bread into 


her Mouth, as big as two Twwelve-Pexny Loaves. She 
drank out of a Golden Cup, above a Hogſhead at a 
Draught. Her Knives were twice as long as a Scythe, 
ſet ſtrait upon the Handle. The Spoons, Forks, and 
other Inſtruments, were all in the ſame Proportion. 


I remember, when Glumdalclitch carried me out of 
Curioſity to ſee ſome of the Tables at Court, where ten 


or a dozen of theſe enormous Knives and Forks were 
lifted up together, I thought I had never till then, 
beneld ſo terrible a Sight. | 

It is the Cuſtom, that every Fedre/day (which, as I 
have before obſerved, was their Sabbath) the King and 
Queen, with the Royal Iſſue of both Sexes, dine toge- 
thcr in the Apartment of his Majeſty, to whom I was 
now become a great Favourite; and at theſe Times 


my little Chair and Table were placed at his Left-hand, 


before one of the Salt-Cellars. This Prince took a 
Pleaſure in converſing with me, enquiring into the 
Manners, Religion, Laws, Government, and Learnin 

or Hure; wherein I gave him the beſt . 
was able. His Apprehenſion was ſo clear, and his 


Judgment ſo exact, that he made very wiſe Reflections 


and Obfervations upon all I ſaid. But I confeſs, that af- 
ter I had been a little roo copious in Talking of my own 
beloved Cauntry, of our Trade, and Wars by Sea and 
Land, of cur Schiſms in Religion, and Parties in the 
State; the Prejudices of his Education prevailed fo 
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far, that he could not forbear taking me up in his 
Right-hand, and ſtroaking me gently with the other, 
after an hearty Fit of Laughing, aſked me, Whether I 
was a Whig or Tory? Then turning to his Firſt Mini- 
fer, who waited behind him with a white Staff, near 
as tall as the Main-Maft of the Royal Sovereign, he 
obſerved how contemptible a Thing was human Gran- 
deur, which could be mimicked by ſuch diminutive 
Inſects as I : And yet, fays he, I dare engage, theſe 
Creatures have their Titles and Diſtinctions of Ho- 
nour, they contrive little Neſts and Burrows, that they 
call Houſes and Cities; they make a Figure in Dreſs 
and Equipage; they love, they fight, they diſpute, 
they cheat, they betray. And thus he continued on, 
while my Colour came and went ſeveral Times, with 
Indignation, to hear our noble Country, the Miſtreſs 
of Arts and Arms, the Scourge of France, the Arbitreſs 
of Europe, the Seat of Virtue, Picty, Honour, and 
Truth, the Pride and Envy of the World, ſo contemp- 
tuouſly treated. 5 

But as I was not in a Condition to reſent Injuries, 
fo, upon mature 'Thoughts, I began to doubt whether 
1 was injured or no. For, after having been accuſ- 


tomed ſeveral Months to the Sight and Converſe of 


this People, and obſerved every Object upon which 
caſt mine Eyes, to be of proportionable Magnitude, 
the Horror I had at firſt conceived, from their Bulk 
and Aſpect, was ſo far worn off, that if I had then 
bcheld a Company of Egli Lords and Ladies in 
their Finery, and Birth-Day Cloaths, acting their ſe- 
veral Parts in the moſt courtly Manner, of ſtrutting, 
and bowing, and prating ; to fay the Truth, I ſhouid 
have been ſtrongly tempied to lauyi as much at them, 
as the King and his Grandees did at me. Neither, 
indeed, could I forbear ſmiling at myſelt, when the 
Queen uſed to place me upon her Hand towards a 
ji,ocoking-Glaf:, by which both our Perſons appeared 
i ſore me in la, together; and there could no- 
ching bo moe r:dfcgions than the C ompariſon : So that: 

* ] re- 
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I really began to imagine myſelf dwindled many De- 
grees below my uſual Size. 

Nothing angered and mortified me ſo much as the 
Queen's Dwarf, who being of the loweſt Stature that 
was ever in that Country (for I verily think he was not 
full thirty Feet high) became inſolent at ſeeing a Crea- 

ture ſo much beneath him, that he would always af- 
fect to ſwagger and look big as he paſſed by me in 
the Queen's Anti-Chamber, while I was ſtanding on 
ſome Table talking with the Lords or Ladies of the 
Court, and he ſeldom failed of a ſmart Word or two 
upon my Littleneſs; againſt which I could only re- 
venge myſelf by calling him Brother, challenging him 
to wreſtle, and ſuch Repartees as are uſual in theMouths 
of Curt Pages. One Day, at Dinner, this malicious 
little Cubb was ſo nettled with ſomething I had faid to 
him, that, raiſing himſelf upon the Frame of her Ma- 
jeſty's Chair, he took me up by the Middle, as I was 
_ fitting down, not thinking any Harm, and let me drop 
into a large Silver Bowl of Ca then ran away 
as fait as he cauld. I fell over Head and Ears, and, 
if I had not been a good Swimmer, it might have gone 
very hard with me; for Glumdalcliteh, in that Initant, 
happened to be at the erkey End of the Room, and 
the Queen was in ſuch a Fright, that ſhe wanted Pre · 
ſence of Mind to aſſiſt me. But my little Nurſe ran to 
my Relief, and took me out, after I had ſwallowed 
abovea Quart of Cream. I was put to Bed ; however, 
I received no other Damage than the Loſs of a Suit of 
Cloaths, which was utterly ſpoiled. The Dwarf 
was ſoundly whipped, and, as a farther Puniſhment, 
forced to drink up the Bowl of Cream, into which he 
had thrown me; neither was he ever reſtored to Fa- 
vour : For, ſoon after, the Queen beſtowed him on a 
T.ady of high Quality, ſo that I faw him no more, to 
my very great Satisfaction; for I could not tell to 
what Extremity ſuch a malicious Urchin mg have 
carried his Reſentment. Ho 
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He had before ſerved me a ſcurvy Trick, which ſet 
the Queen a laughing, although at the fame Time ſhe 
was heartily vexed, and would have immediately 
_ eaſhiered him, if I had not been ſo generous as to 

intercede. Her Majeſty had taken a Marrow-Bone 
apon her Plate, and, — knocking out the Marrow, 
placed the Bone again in the Diſh erect, as it ſtood 
before; the Dwarf watching his Opportunity, while 
Glamdalclitch was gone to the Side-board, mounted 
the Stool ſhe ſtood on to take Care of me at Meals, 
took me up in both Hands, and, ſqueezing my Legs 
together, wedged them into the Marrow-Bone above 
my Waiſt, where I ſtuck for fome Time, and made a 
very ridiculous Figure. I believe it was near a Minute 
| before any one knew what was become of me; for I 
thought it below me to cry out. But, as Princes ſel- 
dom get their Meat hot, my Legs were not ſcalded, 
only my Stockings and Breeches in a ſad Condition. 
The Dwarf, at my Entreaty, had no other Puniſh» 
ment than a ſound Whipp 

1 was frequently cal 5, the Queen upon Ac- 
count of my Fearfulneſs; and ſhe wy to o al me, Whe · 
ther the People of my Country were as great Cowards 
as myfelf ? The Occafion was this: The Kingdom is 
much peſtered with Flies in Summer ; and theſe odious 
Inſects, each of them as big as a Dunſtable Lark, hard- 
ly gave me any Reſt while I ſat at Dinner, with their 
centinual humming and buzzing about mine Ears. 
They would ſometimes alight upon my Victuals, and 
leave their loathfome Excrement or Spawn behind, 
which to me was very viſible, though not to the Na- 
tives of that Country, whoſe large Optics were not f> | 
acute as mine in viewing ſmaller Objects. Sometunes 
they would fix upon my Noſe or Forchead, whe re 
they ſtung me to the Quick, ſmelling very offentii e - 
ly. and I could eafily trace that viſcous Ma:ter, which, 
our Naturaliſts tell us, enables thoſe Creatures to walk 
with their beet upwards upon a Cicling. I had much 
Ay to defend my ſelf again | theſe detellable Animals, 


2 and 
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and could not forbear ſtarting when they came on my 

Face. It was the common Practice of the Dwarf to 
catch a Number of theſe Inſects in his Hand, as 
School-boys do among us, and let them out ſuddenly 
under my Noſe, on Purpoſe to frighten me, and di- 
vert the Queen. My Remedy was to cut them in 
Pieces with my Knife, as they flew in the Air, where- 
in my Dexterity was muck admired. | 

I remember, one Morning, when Glzmdalclitch had 
ſet me in my Box upon a Window, as ſhe uſually did 
in fair Days to give me Air (for I durſt not venture to 
let the Box be hung on a Nail out of the Window, as 
we do with Cages in Exgland) after I had lifted up 

one of my Saſhes, and fat down at my Table to eat a 

Piece of ſweet Cake for my Breakfait, above twenty 
Waſps, allured by the Smell, came flying into the 
Room, humming louder than the Drones of as many 
Bagpipes. Some of them ſeized my Cake, and car- 
el Feed away; others flew about my Head 
and Face, confounding me with the Noiſe, and putting 
me in the utmoſt Terror of their Stings. However, I 
had the Courage to riſe and draw my Hanger, and 
attack them in the Air. I diſpatched four of them, 
but the reſt got away, and I preſently ſhut my Win- 
dow. Theſe Inſects were as large as Partridges; I took 
out their Stings, found them an Inch and a half long, 
and as ſharp as Needles. I carefully preſerved them 
all, and having fince ſhewn them with ſome other Cu- 
rioſities, in ſeveral Parts of Europe; upon my Return 
to Exgland, I gave three of them to Greſbam-College, 
and kept the fourth for myſelf. 
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The Country deſcribed. A Propoſal for correcting 
modern Maps. The King's Falace, and ſome Ac- 
count of the Metropolis, The Author's May of 
Travelling. The chief Temple deſcribed. 


| I Now intend to give the Reader a ſhort Deſcription 
of this Country, as far as I travelled in it, which 
was not above two thouſand Miles round Lerbrulgrud, 
the Metropolis. For the Queen, whom I always at- 
tended, never went farther when ſhe accompanied the 
King in his Progreſſes, and there ſtaid till bis Majeſty 
returned from viewing his Frontiers. The whole 
Extent of this Prince's Dominions reacheth about ſix 
thouſand Miles in Length, and from three to five in 
Breadth. From whence I cannot but conclude, that 
our Geographers of Europe are in a great Error, by 
ſuppoſing nothing but Sea between Japan and Califor- 
nia ;; for it was ever my Opinion, that there muſt be 
a Balance of Earth to counterpoiſe the great Continent 
of Tartary; and therefore they ought to correct their 
Maps and Charts, by joining this vaſt Tra& of Land 
to the North-Weſt Parts of America, wherein I ſhall be 
ready to lend them my Aſſiſtance. = 
The Kingdom is a Peninſula, terminated to t 
North-Eaſt by a Ridge of Mountains thicty Miles high, 
which are altogether impaſſable, by Reaſon of the 
Volcanoes upon the Tops. Neither do the moſt Learn- 
ed know what Sort of Mortals inhabit beyond thoſe 
Mountains, or whether they be inhabited at all. On 
the three other Sides it is bounded by the Ocean. 
There is not one Sea-port in the whole Kingdom, and 
thoſe Parts of the Coaſts into which the Rivers iſſue, 
are io full of pointed Rocks, and the Sea generally ſo 
rough, that there is no venturing with the ſmalleſt of 
their Boats, ſo that theſe _—_ are wholly excluded 
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from any Commerce with the reſt of the World. But 
the large Rivers are full of Veſſels, and abound with 
excellent Fiſh, for they ſeldom get any from the Sea, 
becauſe the Sea - Fiſh are of the ſame Size with thoſe 
in Europe, and conſequently not worth catching ; 
whereby it is manifeſt, that Nature in the Production 
of Plants and Animals of ſo extraordinary a Bulk is 
wholly confined to this Continent, of which I leave the 
Reaſons to be determined by Philoſophers. How- 
ever, now and then they take a Whale that happens 
to be daſhed againſt the Rocks, which the common 
People feed on heartily. Theſe Whales I have known 
ſo large that a Man could hardly carry one upon his 
Shoulders; and ſometimes for Curioſity they are 
brought in Hampers to Lorbrulgrad: I faw one of 
them in a Diſh at the King's Table, which paſſed for 
a Rarity, but I did not obſerve he was fond of it; 
for I think indeed the Bigneſs diſguſted him, although 
J have ſeen one ſomewhat larger in Greenland. | 
The Country is well inhabited, for it contains fifty- 
one Cities, near an hundred walled Towns, and a 
great Number of Villages. To fatisfy my curious 
| <p it may be ſufficient to deſcribe Lorbrulgrud. 
'T his City ſtands upon almoſt two equal Parts on each 
Side the River that paſſes through. It contains above 
eighty thouſand Houſes, and about ſix hundred thou- 
ſand Inhabitants. It is in Length three Glomglung : 
(which make about fifty-four Egli Miles) and two 
arda half in Breadth, as I meaſured it myſelf in the 
Royal Map made by the King's Order, which was laid 
on the Ground on Purpoſe for me, and extended an 
hundred Feet; I paced the Diameter and Circum- 
ference ſeveral Times bare-foot, and computing by 
the Scale, meaſured it pretty exactly. 
The King's Palace is no regular Edifice, but an 
Heap of Building about ſeven Miles round: The chief 
Rooms are generally two hundred and forty Feet high, 
and broad and long in Proportion. A Coach was al- 
lowed to Glumdalclitch and me, wherein her Gov er 
neſs 
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neſs frequently took her out to ſee the Town, or go 
among the Shops; and I was always of the Party, car- 
ried in my Box; although the Girl at my own Deſire 
would often take me out, and hold me in her Hand, 
that I might more conveniently view the Houſes and 
the People, as we paſſed along the Streets. I reckoned 
our Coach to be about a Square of We:ftmia/ter-hall, 
but not altogether ſo high: However, I cannot be very 
exact. One Day the Governeſs ordered our Coachman 
to ſtop at ſeveral Shops, where the Beggars watching 
their Opportunity, crouded to the Sides of the Coach, 
and gave me the moſt horrible Spectacles that ever an 
European Eye beheld. There was a Woman with a 
Cancer in her Breaſt, ſwelled to a monſtrous Size, full 
of Holes, in two or three of which I could have eafily 
crept, and covered my whole Body. There was a Fel- 
low with a Wen in his Neck, larger than five Wool- 
packs, and another with a couple of Wooden Legs,cach 
about twenty Feet high. But the moſt hateful Sight of 
all was the Lice crawling on their Cloaths. I could fee 
diſtinctly the Limbs of theſe Vermin with my naked 
Eye, much better than thoſe of an European Louſe thro- 
a Microſcope, and their Snouts with which they routed 
like Swine. They were the firit I had ever beheld, and 
I ſhould have been curious enough to diſſect one of 
them, if I had Inftruments (which I unluckily 
left behind me in the Ship) although indeed the Sight 
was ſo nauſeous, that it perfectly turned my Stomach. 
|  Befidethelarge Box in which I was _ 

the Queen ordered a ſmaller one to be made for me, of 
about twelve Feet ſquare and ten high, for he Conve- 
mence of Travelling, becauſe the other was ſomewhat 
too large for Glumdaiclitch's Lap, and cumberſome in 
the Coach; it was made by the fame Artiſt, whom I 
directed in the whole Contrivance. This Travelling 
Cloſet was an exact Square with a Window in the Mid- 
dle of three of the Squares, and each Window was lat- 
ticed with Iron Wire on the Outſide, to ent Acci- 
dents in long Journies. Onthe fourth Side, which had 
H 4 | no 
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no Window, two ſtrong Staples were fixed, through 
which the Perſon that carried me, when I had a Mind 
to be on Horieback, put in a Leathern Belt, and buck- 
led it about his Waſte. This was always the Office of 
ſome grave truſty Servant in whom I could confide, 
whether I attended the King and Queen in their Pro- 
greſſes, or were diſpoſed to ſee the Gardens, or pay 
a Viſit to ſome great Lady or Miniſter of State in the 
Court, when GJuzulc/itch happened to be out of Or- 
der: For I ſoon began to be known and eſteemed 
among the greateſt Officers, I ſuppoſe more upon Ac- 
count of their Majeſty's Favour than any Merit of my 
own. In Journies, when I was weary cf the Coach, 
a Servant on Horſeback would buckle my Box, and 
place it on a Cuſhion before him; and there I had a 

full Proſpect of the Country on three Sides from the 

three Windows. I had in this Cloſet a Field-bed and 
2 Hammock hung from the Cieling, two Chairs and 
a Table, neatly ſcrewed to the Floor, to prevent be- 
ing toſſed about by the Agitation of the Horſe or the 
Coach. And having been long uſed to Sea- Voyages, 
thoſe Motions, although ſometimes very violent, did 

not much diſcompaſe me. 
Whenever I had a Mind to ſee the Town, it was 
always in my 'Cravelling-Cloſet, which Glumdalclitch 
held in her Lap in a Kind of open Sedan, after the 
Faſhion of the Country, borne by four Men, and at- 
tended by two others in the Queen's Livery. The Peo- 
ple, who had often heard of me, were very curious to 
croud about the Sedan, and the Girl was complaiſant 
enough to make the Bearers ſtop, and to take me in 
her Hand that I might be more convenicutly ſeen. 

I was very deſirous to ſee the chief Temple, and 

particularly the Tower belonging to it, which is reckon- 
ed the higheſt in the Kingdom. Accordingly one Day 
my Nurſe carried me thither, but I may truly ſay I 
came back diſappointed ; for the Height is noc above 
three thouſand Feet, reckoning from the Ground to the 
nigheſt Pinnacle Top; which allowing for the Diffe- 
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Fence between the Size of thoſe People, and us in Fa- 

rope, is no great Matter for Admiration, nor at all 
equal in Proportion (if I rightly remember) to S- 
bury Steeple. But, not to detraft from a Nation to 
which during my Life I ſhall acknowledge myſelf ex- 
_ tremely obliged, it muſt be allowed that whatever this 
famous Tower wants in Height is amply made vp in 
Beauty and Strength. For the Walls are near an hun- 

dred Feet thick, built of hewn Stone, whereof each is 
about forty Feet ſquare, and adorned on all Sides with 
Statues of Gods and Emperors cut m Marble larger 
than the Life, placed in their ſeveral Niches. I mea- 
ſured a little Finger which had fallen down from one 
of the Statues, and lay unperceived among iome Rub- 
biſh, and found it exactly four Feet and an Inch in 
Length. G/umaalclitch wrapped it up in her Hand- 
kerchief; and carried it Home in her Pocket to keep 
among other Trinkets, of which the Girl was very 
fond, as Children at her Age uſually are. 

The King's Kitchen is indeed a noble Building, 
vaulted at Top, and about fx hundred Feet high. 
The great Oven is not ſo wide by ten Paces as the 
Cupola at St. Pauls: For I meatured the latter on 
Purpoſe after my Return. But if I ſhould deſcribe 
the Kitchen-grate, the prodigious Pots and Kettles, 
the Joints of Meat turning on the Spitz, with many 
other Particulars, perhaps I ſhould be hardly believed; 
at leaſt a ſevere Critic would ve apt to think I en- 
larged a little, as Travellers are often ſuipecicd to do. 
To avoid which Cenſure, I fear I have run too much 
into the other Extream ; and that if this Treatiſe ſhould 
kay pen to be tranſlated into the Language of Bro! ding 
nag (wiich is the general Name of that Kingdom) 
and tranfmicted thither, the King and his People would 
have Reaſon to complain that 1 had done them an In- 
jury by a falſe and diminutive Repreſentation, 

His Majeſty ſeldom keeps above fix hundred Horſes 
in his Stables: They are generally from fifty- four to 
fixty Feet high. Bui, when he goes Abroad on folemn 
| . Days, 
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Days, he is attended for State by a Militia Guard of 
five hundred Horſe, which indeed I thought was the 
molt ſplendid Sight that could be ever beheld, till I 


faw Part of his Army in Battalia, whereof I ſhall find 
another Occafion to ſpeak. e 


— 
— — — 


| CHAF--V. - 
Several Adventures that happened to the Auihar. 
The Execution of a Criminal. The Author jhews 
his Skill in Navigation. | 


|| Should have lived happy enough in that Country, 
if my Littleneſs had not expoſed me to ſeveral ridi- 
culous and troubleſome \ccidents : Some of which - 
ſhall venture to relate. G/zm:dalclitch often carried me 
into the Gardens of the Court in my ſmaller Box, and 
would ſometimes take me out of it, and hold me in her 
Hand, or ſet me down to walk. I remember, before 
the Dwarf left the Queen, he followed us one Day into 
_ thoſe Gardens, and my Nurſe having ſet me down, 
he and I being cloſe together, near ſome Dwarf Ap- 
le Trees, I mult need ſhew my Wit, by a filly Allu- 
between him and the Tree, which happens to hold 

in their Language, as it doth in ours. Whereupon, the 
malicious Rogue watching his Opportunity, when | was 
walking under one of them, ſhook it directly over my 
Head, by which a dozen Apples, each of them near as 
large as a Bri/tol Barrel, came tumbling about my 
Ears; one of them hit me on the Back as I chanced 
to ſtoop, and knocked me down flat on my Face; but 
J received no other Hurt, and the Dwarf was pardon- 
ed at wy Defire, becauſe | had given the Provocation. 
Another Day Glumdalclitch left me on a {ſmooth 
Graſs plot to divert myſelf, while ſhe walked at ſome 
Diſtance with her Governeſs. In the mean Time there 
ſuddenly fell ſuch a violent Shower of Hail, that | was 
immediately, by the Force of it, truck to the Ground: 
And, when I was down, the Hail-ſtones gave me — 

cr 
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eruel Bangs all over the Body, as if I had been pelted 
with Tennis Balls; however, I made a Shift to creep 
on all four, and ſhelter myſelf, by lying flat on my 
Face, on th Lee-fide of a Border of Lemon Thyme, 
but ſo bruiſed from Head to Foot, that I could not go 
Abroad in ten Days. Neither is this at all to be won- 
dered at, becauſe, Nature in that Country obſerving 
the fame Proportion through all her Operations, a 
Hail-ſtone is near eighteen hundred Times as large as 
one in Europe, which I can affert upon Experience, 
having been ſo curious to weigh and meaſure them. 
But a more dangerous Accident happened to me in 
the ſame Garden, when my little Nurſe, believing ſhe 
bad put me in a ſecure Place, which I often entreated 
her to do, that I might enjoy my own Thoughts, and 
having left my Box at Home to avoid the Trouble of 
carrying it, went to another Part of the Garden with 
her Governeſs, and ſome Ladies of her Acquaintance. 
While ſhe was abſent, and out of Hearing, a ſmall 
white Spaniel belonging to one of the chief Gardeners, 
having got by Accident into the Garden, happened to 
range near the Place where I lay : The Dog, following 
the Scent, came directly up, and, taking me in his 
Mouth, ran ſtrait to his Matter, wagging his 'Tail, and 
ſet me gently on the Ground. By good Fortune he had 
been ſo well taught, that I was carried between his 
Teeth without the leaſt Hurt, or even tearing my 
Cloaths. But the Gardener, who knew me well, 
and had a great Kindneſs for me, was in a terrible 
Fright ; He gently took me up in both his Hands, and 
aſked me how Idid; but I was fo amazed and out of 
Breath, that I could not ſpeak a Word. In a few Mi- 
nutes I came to myſelf, and he carried me ſafe to my 
little Nurſe, who by this Time had returned to the 
Place where the left me, and was in cruel Agonies when 
J did not appear, nor anſwer when ſhe called: She 
ſeverely reprimanded the Gardener on Account of his 
Dog. But the thing was huſhed up, and never known 
at Court; for the Girl was afraid of the Queen's An- 
ger, 
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ger, and truly as to myſelf, I thought it would not be 

tor my Reputation that ſuch a Story ſhould go about. 
This Accident abſolutely determined G/umdalclitch 
never to truſt me Abroad for the future out df her Sight. 
I had been long afraid of this Reſolution, and therefore 
concealed from her ſome little unlucky Adventures 
that happened in thoſe Times when J was left by my- 
ſelf. Once a Kite, hovering over the Garden, made a 
Stoop at me, and if I had not reſolutely drawn my 
Hanger, and run under a thick Eſpalier, he would have 
certainly carried me away in his Talons. Another 
Time, walking to the Top of a freſh Mole-hill, I fell 
to my Neck in the Hole, through which that Animal 
had caſt up the Farch, and coined ſome Lye, not worth 
remembring, to excuſe myſelf for ſpoiling my Cloaths. 
I likewiſy broke my right Shin againſt the Shell of a 
Snail, which I happened to ſtumble over, as I was 

walking alone, and thinking on poor England. 

I cannot tell whether I were more pleaſed or morti- 
fed, to obſerve in thoſe ſolitary Walks, that the ſmal- 
ler Birds did not appear to be at all afraid of me, but 
would hop about within a Yard”s Diſtance, looking for 
Worms, and other Food, with as much Indifference 
and Security, as if no Creature at all were near them. 
I remember, a Thruſh had the Confidence to ſnatch 
out of my Hand, with his Bill, a Piece of Cake that 
Glumdalcliich hed juſt given me for my Breakfaſt. 
When I attempted to catch any of theſe Birds, they 
_ would buldly turn againft me, endeavouring to peck 
my Fingers, which 1 durſt not venture within their 
Reach ; and then they would hop back unconcerned, 
to hunt for Worms or Snails, as they did before. But 
one Day I took a thick Cudgel, and threw it with all 
my Strength ſo luckily at a Linnet, that I knocked 
him down, and, ſeizing him by the Neck with both my 
Hands, ran with him in Triumph tomy Nurſe. How- 
ever, the Bird, who had only been ſtunned, recovering 
himſelf, gave me fo many Boxes with his Wings on 
both Sides of my Head and Body, though I held him 
I a> 
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at Arms Length, and was out of the Reach of his 
Claws, that I was twenty Times thinking to let him 
go. But I was ſoon relieved by one of our Servants, 
who wrung off the Bird's Neck, and I had him next 
Day for Dinner by the Queen's Command. This Lin- 
net, as near as I can remember, ſeemed to be ſome- 
what larger than an Exglii Swan. 


The Maids of Honour often invited Glumdalciitch to 


their Apartments, and deſired ſhe would bring me 


along with her, on Purpoſe to have the Pleaſure of ſee- 


ing and touching me. They would often ſtrip me na- 
ked from Top to Toe, and lay me at full Length in 
their Boſoms ; wherewith I was much diſguſted ; be- 
cauſe, to ſay the Truth, a very offenſive Smell came 
from their Skins; which I do not mention, or intend, 
to the Diſadvantage of thoſe excellent Ladies, for 
whom I have all Manner of Reſpect; but I conceive 


that my Senſe was more acute, in Proportion to my 
Littleneſs, and that thoſe illuſtrious Perſons were no 


more diſagreeable to their Lovers, or to each other, than 
People of the ſame Quality are with us in Fug land. 
And, after all, I found their natural! Smell was much 
more ſupportable, than when they uſed Perfumes, un- 
der which I immediately ſwooned away. I cannot 
forget, that an intimate Friend of mine in Liliput, took 
the Freedom, in a warm Day, when I had uſed a good 
deal of Exerciſe, to complain of a ſtrong Smell about 
me, although | am as little faulty that Way, as moſt of 
my Sex: But 1 ſuppoſe his Faculty of Smelling was 
as nice, with Regard to me, as mine was to that of 


this People. Upon this Point, I cannot forbear do- 


ing Juſtice to the Queen my Miſtreſs, and Glumdal- 


clitch my Nurſe, whoſe Perſons were as ſweet as thoſe 


of any Lady in England. 

Thatwhich gave me moſt uneaſineſs among theſe maids 
of Honour (when my Nurſe carried me to viſit them) 
was to ſee them uſe me without any Manner of Cere- 
mony, like a Creature who had no ſort of Conſequence: 
For they would ftrip themſelVes to the Skin, and put on 
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their Smocks in my Preſence, while I was placed on 
their 'toylet, directly before their naked Bodies, 
which, I am ſure, to me, was very far from being a 
tempting Sight, or ſrom giving me any other Emo- 
tions, than thoſe of Horror and Diſguſt. Their Skins 
appeared to coarſe and uneven, ſo variouſly coloured, 
when I ſaw them near, with a Mole here and there, 
as broad as a 'T'rencher, and Hairs hanging from it 
thicker than Pack- threads, to ſay nothing tarther con- 
cerning the reſt of their Perſons. Neither did they 
at all icruple, while I was by, to diſcharge what they 
had drank, to the Quancity of at leaſt two Hogſheads, 
in a Veſlcl that held above three Tuns. The hand- 
ſomeſt among theſe Maids of Honour, a pleaſant, 
frolickſome Girl, of fixteen, would ſometimes ſet me 
aſtride upon one of her Nipples, with many other 
Tricks, wherein the Reader will excuſe me for not 
deing over particular. But I was ſo much diſpleaſed, 
that I entreated Gl/umdalclitch to contrive ſome Excule 
for not ſeeing that young Lady any more. | 
One Day a young Gentleman, who was Nephew 
to my Nurſe's Governeſs, came and preſſed them both 
to ſee an Execution. It was of a Man who had mur- 
dered one of that Gentleman's intimate Acquaintance. 
Glamd:lclitch was prevailed on to be of the Company, 
very much againſt her Inclination, for ſhe was natural- 
ly tender-hearted : And, as for myſelf, although I ab- 
horred ſuch Kind of Spectacles, yet my Curioſity tempt - 
ed me to ſee ſomething that I thought muſt be extra- 
ordinary. The Mal r was fixed iti a Chair upon 
a Scaffold, erected for that Purpoſe, and his Head cut 
off at one Blow, with a Sword of about forty Feet 
long. The Veins and Arteries ipouted up ſuch a pro- 
digious Quantity of Blood, and io high in the Air, that 
the great Fett d eau at Virjailici, was not equal for the 
Time it laſted; and the Head, When it tell on the 
Scaffold Floor, gave ſuch a Bounce, as made me flart, 
although I were at leaſt half an EYL Mile dutant. 


The 
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The Queen, who often uſed to hear me talk of my 
Sea- Voyages, and took all Occaſions to divert me when 
J was melancholy, aſked me whether | underſtood how 
to handle a Sail, or an Oar, and whether a little Exer- 
ciſe of Rowing might not be convenient for my Health ? 

I anſwered, that | underſtood both very well: For, al- 
though my proper Employment had been to be Sur- 
geon or Doctor to the Ship, yet often, upon a Pinch, 
I was forced to work like a common Mariner. But I 
could not fee how this could be done in their Coun- 
try, Where the ſmalleſt Wherry was equal to a Firit- 
rate Man of War among us, and ſuch a Boat as | could 
manage, would never live in any of their Rivers. Her 
Majefty faid, if I would contrive a Boat, her own 
Joiner ſhould make it, and ſhe would provide a place 
for me to fail in. The Fellow was an ingenious Work- 
man, and, by my Inſtructions, in ten Days, finiſhed a 
Pleaſure-boat, with all its Tackling, able convenient- 
ly, to hold eight Europeans. When it was finiſhed, the 
Queen was fo delighted, that the ran with it in her 
Lap to the King, who ordered it to be put in a Ciſtern 
full of Water, with me in it, by Way of Trial; where 
J could not manage my two Sculls, or little Oars, for 
Want of Room. But the Queen had before contrived 
another Project: She ordered the Joiner to make a 
wooden Trough of three hundred Feet long, fifty broad, 
and eight decp ; which being well pitched, to prevent 
Leaking, was placed on the Floor along the Wall, in 
an outer Room of the Palace. It had a Cock ncar the 
Bottom, to let out the Water when it began to grow 
ſtale, and two Servants could eafily fill in half an 
Hour. Here I often uſed to row for my own Diver» 
non, as well as that of the Queen and her Ladies, 
who thought themſelves well entertained with my Skill 
and Agllity. Sometimes I would put up my Sail, and 
then my Buſineſs was only to ſteer, while the Ladies 
gare me a Gale wiih their Fans; and, when they weie 
weary, tome of the Pages would blow my Sail forward 
with their Breath, while J ſhewed my Art by ſteering 
5 Star- 
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Starboard or Larboard, as I pleaſed. When I had 
done Glumdalclitch always carried back my Boat into 
her Cloſet, and hung it on a Nail to dry. 

In this Exerciſe I once met an Accident, which had 

like to have coſt me my Life: For, one of the Pages 
having put my Boat into the Trough, the Governeſs, 
who attended G/umdalclitch, very officiouſly lifted me 
up to ** me in the Boat, but I happened to ſlip 
through her Fingers, and ſhould infall:bly have fallen 
down forty Feet upon the Floor, if, by the luckieſt 
Chance in the World, I had not been ſtopped by a 
Corking-pin that ſtuck in the good Gentlewoman's 
Stomacher ; the Head of the Pin paſſed between my 
Shirt and the Waiſtband of my Breeches, and thus 1 
was held by the Middle in the Air, till Glamdalclitch 
ran to my Relief. 

Another Time, one of the Servants, whoſe Office 
it was to fill my Trough every third Day with freſh. 
Water, was ſo careleſs, to let a huge Frog (not per- 
ceiving it) ſlip out of his Pail. The Frog lay conceal- 
ed till I was put into my Boat, but then, ſeeing a reit- 
ing place, climbed up, and made it lean ſo much on 
one Side, that I was forced to balance it with all my 
Weight on the other, to prevent overturning. When 
the Frog was got in, it hopped at once þalf the Length 
of the Boat, and then over my Head, backwards and 
forwards, daubing my Face and Clothes with its odi- 
ous Slime. The Largeneſs of its Features, made it ap- 
pear the moſt deformed Animal that can be conceived. 
However, I deſired Glumdalclitch to let me deal with 
it alone. I banged it a good while with one of my 
Sculls, and at laſt forced it to leap out of the Boat. 

But the greateſt Danger I ever underwent, in that 
Kingdom, was from a Monkey, who belonged to one 
of the Clerks of the Kitchen. Gl/umdalclitch had lock - 
ed me up in her Cloſet, while ſhe went ſomewhere up- 
on Buſineſs, or a Viit. The Weather being very 
warm, the Cloſet-window was left open, as well as 
the Windows and the Door of my bigger Box, * m_ 
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L uſually lived, becauſe of its Largeneſs and Conveni- 
ency. As I fat quietly, meditating at my Table, I 
heard ſomething bounce in at the Cloſet-W indow, and 
ſkip about from one Side to the other; whereat, altho' 
were much alarmed, yet I ventured to look out, but 
not ſtirring from my Seat; and then I ſaw this frolic- 
ſome Animal, friſking and leaping up and down, till 
at laſt he came to my Box, which he ſeemed to view 
with great Pleaſure and Curiofity, peeping in at the 
Door and every Window. I retreated to the farther 
Corner of my Room, or Box, but the Monkey !look- 
ing in, at every Side, put me into ſuch a Fright, that 
wanted Preſence of Mind to conceal myſelf under the 
Bed, as I might have eaſily done. After ſome Time 
tpent in peeping, grinning, and chattering, he at lait 
eſpied me, and reaching one of his Paws in at the 
Door, as a Cat does when ſhe plays with a Mouſe, al- 
though J often ſhifted Place to avoid him, he at length 
ſeized the Lappet of my Coat (which, being made af 
that Country Silk, was very thick and ftrong} and drag- 
ged me out. He took me up in his right Fore-foot, 
and held me as a Nurſe does a Child ſhe is going to 
ſuckle, juſt as I have ſeen the fame Sort of Creature 
do with a Kitten in Furche: And, when I offered to 
ſtruggle, he ſqueezed me ſo hard, that I thought it 
more prudent to ſubmit. I have good Reaſon to be- 
lieve, that he took me for a young one of his own Spe- 
cies, by his often ſtroaking my Face very gently with 
his other Paw. In thefe Diverſions, he was interrupt- 
ed by a Noife at the Cloſet- Door, as if ſome Body 
were opening it; whereupon he ſuddenly leaped up to 
the Window, at which he had come in, and thence 
upon the Leads and Gutters, walking upon three Legs, 
and holding me in the fourth, till he clamered up to 
a Roof that was next to ours. I heard G/amdatclitch: 
give a Shriek at the Moment he was carrying me out. 
The poor Girl was almoſt diſtracted. That Carter of 
the Palace was all in an Uproa?, the Servants ran for 
Ladders; the Monkey was ſeen by hundreds _ 
1 our, 
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Court, fitting upon the Ridge of a Building, holding 
me like a Baby in one of his Fore-paws, and feeding 
me with the other, by cramming into my Mouth ſome 
Victuals he had ſqueezed out of the Bag on one Side of 
his Chaps, and patting me when I would not eat; 
whereat many of the Rabble below could not forbear 
laughing; neither do I think they juſtly ought to be 
blamed, for, without Queſtion, the Sight was ridicu- 
ſous enough to every body but myſelf. Some of the 
People threw up Stones, hoping to drive the Monkey 
down ; but this was ſtrictly forbidden, or elſe, very pro- 
bably, my Brains had been daſhed out. 

The Ladders were now applicd, and mounted by ſe- 
veral Men, which the Monkey obſerving, and findi 
himſelf almoſt encompaſſed ; not being able to make 

Speed enough with his three Legs, let me drop on a 
Ridge Tyle, and made his Eſcape. Here I ſat for ſome 
Time, five hundred Yards from the Grouud, - 
ing every Moment to be blown down by the Wind, or 
to fall by my own Giddineſs, and come tumbling over 
and over from the Ridge to the Eves: But an honeſt 
Lad, one of my Nurſe's Footmen, climbed up, and, 

e. 


I was almoſt ehoaked with the filthy Stuff the Mon- 
key had crammed down my Throat; but my dear lit- 
tle Nurſe picked it out of my Mouth with a ſmall 

Needle, and then I fell a vomiting, which gave me 
great Relief. Yet I was ſo weak, and bruiſed in the 
ides, with the Squeezes given me by this odious Ani- 
mal, that I was forced to keep my Bed a Fortni 
The King, Queen, and all the Court, ſent every Day 
to enquire after my Health, and her Majeſty made me 

ſeveral Viſits during my Sickneſs. The Monkey was 
killed, doen Cris mate, thet no fork Antnad hand 
R 

hen I attended the King after my Recovery, to 
return him Thanks for his Favours, he was pleaſed to 
rally me a good Deal upon this Adventure. He aſked 
me 
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me what my Thoughts and Speculations were, while 
I lay in the Monkey's Paw ; how I liked the Victuals 
he gave me; his Manner of Feeding ; and whether the 

Air on the Roof had ſharpened my Stomach. He 
defired to know what I would have done upon ſuch an 
Occaſion in my own Country. I told his Majeſty, 
that in Europe we had no Monkies, except ſuch as were 
brought for Curiofities from other Places, and fo ſmall, 
that I could deal with a Dozen of them together, if 
they preſumed to attack me. And as for that mon- 
ſtrous Animal with whom I was fo lately engaged (it 
was, indeed, as 4 as an Elephant) if my Fears had 
ſuffered me to think ſo far as to make Uſe of my Hanger 
(looking fiercely, and clapping my Hand upon the Hilt 
as I ſpoke) when he poked his Paw into my Chamber, 
perhaps, I-fhould have given him ſuch a Wound, as 
would have made him glad to withdraw it with more 
Haſte than he put it in. This I delivered in a firm 
Tone, like aPerſon who was jealous, left his Courage 
| ſhould be called in Queſtion. However, m Speech 
produced K elſe, beſides a loud Laughter, which 
all the Ref) ue to his Majeſty, from thoſe about 
him, could not make them contain. This made me 
reflect, how vain an Attempt it it for a Man to endea- 
vour doing himfelf Honour among thuſe who are out 
of all Degree of Equality or Compariſon with him. 
And yet I have feen the Moral of my own Bchaviour 
very frequent in England fince my Return, where 2 
little contemptible Varlet, without the leaſt Title to 
Birth, Perſon, Wit, or common Senſe, ſhall preſume to 
look with Importance, and put himſelf upon a Foot 
with the greateſt Perſons of the Kingdom. 

I was every Day furniſhing the Court with ſome ri- 
diculous Story; and Gl/umdalciitch, although ſhe loved 
me to Exceſs, yet was arch enough to inform the Queen, 
whenever I committed any Folly that ſhe tnonght 
would be diverting to her Majeſty The Girl, who 
had been out of Order, was carried by her Governei: 
ta take the Air about an Hour's Diſtance, or — 
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Miles from Town. They alighted out of the Coach 
near a {mall Foot-path in the Field, and G/umdalclitch 
ſetting down my Travelling-box, I went out of it to 
walk. There was a Cow-dung in the Path, and I 
muſt need try my Activity, by attempting to leap over 
it. I took a Run, but unfortunately jumped ſhort, and 
found myſelf juſt in the Middle up to my Knees. I 
waded through with ſome Difficulty, and one of the 
Footmen wiped me as clean as he could with his Hand- 
kerchief ; for I was filthily bemired, and my Nurſe con- 
fined me to my Box, till we returned Home; where 
the Queen was ſoon informed of what had paſſed, and 
the Footman ſpread it about the Court ; ſo that all the 
Mirth, for ſome Days, was at my Expence. | 


— — 


CHAP. VL 
Several Contrivances of the Author to pleaſe the King 
and Queen. He ſhews his Skill in Muſic. The 
King enquires into the State of Europe, which the 
Author relates ta him. The King's Obſervations 

thercon. | 

I Uſed to attend the King's Levee once or twice a 
Week, and had often ſeen him under the Barber's 
Hand, which, indeed, was at firſt, very terrible to be- 
hold: For the Razor was almoſt twice as long as an 
ordinary Scythe. His Majeſty, according to the Cuſ- 
tom of the Country, was only ſhaved twice a Week. I 
once prevailed on the Barber to give me ſome of the 
Suds or Lather, out of which I picked forty or fifty of 
the ſtrongeſt Stumps of Hair. I then took a Piece of 
fine Wood, and cut it like the Back of a Comb, ma- 
king ſeveral Holes in it at equal Diſtance, with as ſmall 
a Needle as I could get from Glumdalclitch. I fixed in 
the Stumps fo artificially, ſcraping and ſloping them with 
my Knife towards the Points, that I made a very tole - 
rable Comb; which was a ſeaſonable Supply, On 
Fe: being 
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being ſo much broken in the Teeth, that it was almoſt 


uſeleſs: Neither did I know any Artiſt in that Country 


ſo nice and exact, as would undertake to make me an- 
other, 


And this puts me in Mind of an Amuſement where- 


in I ſpent many of my leiſure Hours. I defired the 


Queen's Woman to fave for me the Combings of her 
Majeſty's Hair, whereof in Time I got a good Quan- 


tity, and conſulting with my Friend the Cabinet-maker, 


who had received general Orders to do little Jobbs for 
me, I directed him to make two Chair-frames, no 
larger than thoſe I had in my Box, and then to bore 
little Holes with a fine Awl round thoſe Parts where I 


defigned the Backs and Seats ; through theſe Holes L 


wove the ſtrongeſt Hairs I could pick out, juſt after 
the Manner of Cane Chairs in Englund. When they 
were finiſhed, I made a Prefent of them to her Majeſty, 


who kept them in her Cabinet, and uſed to ſhew them 


for Curioſities, as, indeed, they were the Wonder of 

every cne that beheld them. The Queen would have 
had me fit upon one of theſe Chairs, but I abſolntely 
refuſed to obey her, proteſting I would rather die a 
thouſand Deaths, than place a diſhonourable Part of 
my Body on thoſe precious Hairs that once adorned 
her Majeſty's Head. Of theſe Hairs (as I had always 
a mechanical Genius) I likewiſe made a neat little 
Purſe about five Feet long, with her Majeſty's Name 
decyphered in Gold Letters, which I gave to G/um1a/- 
clitch, by the Queen's Conſent. To tay the Truth, it 
was more for Shew than Uſe, being not of Strength to 
bear the Weight of the larger Coins, and therefore the 
kept nothing in it but ſome little Toys that Girls are 


fond of. 


The King, who delighted in Muſic, had frequent 
Concerts at Court, to which I was ſometimes carried, 
and ſet in my Box on a Table to hear them: But the 


Noiſe was fo great, that I could hardly diſtinguiſh the 


Tunes. I am confident, that all the Drums and Trum- 
pets of a Royal Army, beating and ſounding _ 
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Juſt at your Ears, could not equal it. My Practice was to 
have my Box removed from the Places where the Per- 
formers fat, as far as I could, then to ſhut the Doors 
2nd Window: of it, and draw the Window-curtains ; 
after which I found their Mufic not diſagreeable 
I had learned in my Youth to play a littie upon the 
Spinet. G/umdal-1it-h kept one in her Chamber, and a 
Maſter attended twice a Week to teach her: I call it a 
Spinet, becauſe it ſomew hat reſembied that Inſtrument, 
and was played upon in the ſame Manner. A Fancy 
came into my Head, that I would entertain the King and 
Queen with an £ zg/i/# Tune upon this Inſtrument. But 
this appeared extremely difficult: For the Spinet was 
near fixty Feet long, each Key being almoſt a Foot 
wide, ſo that, with my Arms extended, I could not 
reach to above five Keys, and to preſs them down re- 
quired a good ſmart Stroak with my Fiſt, which would 
be too great a Labour, and to no Purpoſe. The Me- 
thod I contrived was this : I prepared two round Sticks 
about the Bigneſs of common Cudgels; theywere thicker 
at one End than the other, and I covered the thicker 
Ends with a Piece of a Mouſe's Skin, that, by rapping 
on them, I might neither damage the Tops of the Keys, 
not interrupt the Sound. Before the Spinet a Bench 
was placed about four Feet below the Keys, and I was 
put upon the Bench. I ran ſideling upon it that Way 
and this, as faſt as I could, banging the proper Keys 
with my two Sticks, and made a Shift to play a ligg, 
to the great Satisfaction of both their Majeſties: But it 
was the moſt violent Exerciſe I ever underwent, and 
yet I could not ſtrike above fixteen Keys, nor, conſe- 
quently, play the Baſs and Treble together, as other 
Artiſts do; which was a great Diſadvantage to my Per- 
formance. 

The King, who, as I before obſerved, was a Prince 
of excellent Underſtanding, would frequently order that 
I ſhould be brought in my Box, and ſet upon the Table 
in his Cloſet: He would then command me to bring 
one of my Chairs out of the Box, and fit down within 
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three Yards Diftance upon the Top of the Cabinet, 
which brought me almoſt to a Level with his Face. In 
this Manner I had ſeveral Converſations with him. I 
one Day took the Freedom to tell his Majeſty, that the 
Contempt he diſcovered towards Europe, and the reſt of 
the World, did not ſeem anſwerable to thoſe excellent 
Qualities of Mind he was Maſter of. That Reaſon did 
not extend itſelf with the Bulk of the Body : On the 
contrary, we obſerved in our Country, that the talleſt 
Perſons were uſually leaſt provided with it. That, 
among other Animals, Bees and Ants had the Reputa- 
tion of more Induſtry, Art, and Sagacity, than many 
of the larger Kinds; and that, as inconſiderable as he 
took me to be, I hoped I might live to do his Majeſty 
ſome ſignal Service. The King heard me with Atten- 
tion, and began to conceive a much better Opinion of 
me than he had ever before. He defired I would give 
him as exact an Account of the Government of Erg- 
land, as I poſſibly could; becauſe, as fond as Princes 

y are of their own Cuſtoms (for ſo he conjec- 
tured of other Monarchs by my former Diicourſes) he 
ſhould be glad to hear of any Thing that might deſerve 

_ Wan ts 
1 1 elf, courteous er, L 
I then wiſhed for the Tongue of Deme/henes or Cicero, 
that might have enabled me to celebrate the Praiſe of 
my own dear native Country, in a Style equal to its 
Merits and Felicity. | | 
Ibegan my Diſcourſe, by informing his Majeſty, that 
our Dominions confiſted of two Iſlands, which nn of 
ſed three mighty Kingdoms under one Sovereign, be- 
ſides our Plantations in America. I dwelt long upon 
the Fertility of our Soil, and the Temperature of our 
Climate. I then ſpoke at large upon the Conſtitution of 
an Exgliſb Parliament, partly made up of an illuſtrious 
Body, called the Houſe of Peers, Perions of the novlett 
Blood, and of the moſt ancient and ample Patrimonies. 
I deſcribed that extraordinary Care always ta'cen of 
their Education in Arts and Arms, to qualify them tor 
| I 4 N being 
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being Counſellors both to the King and Kingdom; to 
have a Share in the Legiſlature ; to be Members of the 
higheſt Court of Judicature, from whence there could 
be no Appeal; and to be Champions always ready for 
the Defence of their Prince and Country, by their Va- 
lour, Conduct, and Fidelity. That theſe were, the Or- 
nament and Bulwark of the Kingdom, worthy Fol- 
| lowers ef their maſt renowned Anceſtors, whole Ho- 
nour had been the Reward of their Virtue, from which 
their Poſterity wcre never once known to degenerate. 
To theſe were joined ſeveral holy Perſons, as Part of 
that Afer bly, under the '{i:le of biſhops, whoſe pe- 
culior Buſineſs it is to take Care of Religion, and of 
thoſe Who inſtruct the People therein. Theie were 
ſearched aad ſought out through the whole Nation, by 
the Prince, and us wiſeſ. Counicllors, among ſuch of 
the Pricſthood as were moſt deiervedly diſtinguiſned by 
the Sai &tity ot their Lives, and the Depth of their Eru- 
dition, who were, indeed, che ſpiritual Fathers of the 
Clergy and the People. 

That the other Part of the Parliament conſiſted of 
an Aſſembly called the Houſe of Commons, who were 
all principal Gentlemen, freely picked and culled on: 
by the People themſelves, for their great Abilities, and 
Love of their Country, to repreſent the Wiſdom of the 
whole Nation. And theſe two Bodies make up the 
moſt auguſt Aſſembly in Europe, to whom, in Conjunc- 
tion with the Prince, the whole Legiſlature is com- 
muted. 

I then deſcended to the Courts of Juſtice, over which 
the Judges, thoſe venerable Sages and Interpreters of 
the Law, preſided, for determining the diſputed Rights 
and Properties of Men, as well as for the Puniſhment 
of Vice, and Protection of Innocence. I mentioned 

the prudent Managemery of our Treaſury, the Valour 
and Atchievements of our Forces by Sea and Land. I 
computed the Number of our People, by reckoning 
how many Millions there might be of each religious 
Sect, or political Party among us. I did not omit even 

| our 
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our Sports and Paſlimes, or any other Particular, which 
1 thought might redound to the Honour ot my Coun- 
try. And I finiſhed all with a brief hiſtorical Account 
of Affairs and Events in England, tor about an hundred 
Years paſt. 

This Converſation was not ended under five Audi- 
ences, each of tevcral Ilours; and the King heard the 
Whole with great .\ttention, trequently taking Notes 
of what I ipoke, as well as Memorandums ol what 
Queſtions he int«.:ded to aſk me. 

When I had pu. an End to theſe long Diſcour' 'es, his 
Mejeſty, ina ſixch Audience, conſultin;y his Notes, pro- 
poſed many Doubts, Queries, and Gbjectione, upon 
every Article. He aſked what Methods were uſed to 
cultivate the Minds and Bodies of our young Nobility, 
and in what Kind of Buſineſs they commonly ſpent the 
firſt and teachable Part of their Lives, Wat Courſe 
was taken to fupply that Ailembly, when any noble 
Family became extinct. What Qualifications were ne- 
ceſſary in thoſe who are to be created new Lords: Whe- 
ther the Humour ot the Prince, a Sum of M ney to a 
Court Lady, or a Prime Minifter, or a 1 eſign of 
ſtrengthening a Party oppoſite to the public Intcreſt, 
ever happened to be Motives in thoie Advancements. 
What Share of Knowledge theſe Loras had in the Laws 
of their Country, and i.ow they came by it, fo as to 
enable them to decide the i'roperties of their Fellow- 
ſubjects in their laſt Reſort. Wicther they were always 
ſo free from Avarice, Tarcialities, or Want, that a 
Bribe, or {ome other fiwiiter View, could have no Face 
among them. Whether thoſe holy Lords I ſpoke of, 
were always promoted to that Kank upon Account of 
their Krowledge in religious Matters, and tne Sanctity 
of their Lives, had never been Comphliers with the 
Times, while they were common Fc, or lav iſh proſ- 
titute Chaplains to ſome Noble man, whole Opinions 
they continued ſervilely to follow, aſter they were ad- 
gutted into that Ailembly. 5 
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He then defired to know what Arts were pradiiſed 
m electing thoſe whom I called Commoners: Whe- 
ther a Stranger, with a ſtrong Purſe, might not influ- 
ence the vulgar Voters to chuſe him before their own 
| Landlord, or the moſt conſiderable Gentleman in the 


N eighbourhood. How it came to paſs, that People were 


fo violently bent upon getting into this Aſſembly, which 
J allowed to be a great Trouble and Expence, often 
to the Ruin of their Families, without any Salary or 
Penfion : Becauſe that appeared ſuch an exalted Strain 
of Virtue and public Spirit, that his Majeſty ſeemed to 
doubt it might poſſibly not be always fincere : And 
he defired to know whether ſuch zealous Gentlemen 
could have any Views of refunding themſelves for the 
Charges and Trouble they were at, by ſacrificing the 
public Good to the Deſigns of a weak and vicious 
Prince, in Conjunction with a corrupted Miniſtry. He 
multiplied his Queſtions, and ſifted me thoroughly upon 
every Part of this Head, propoſing numberleſs Enqui- 
ries and Objections, which I think it not prudent or 
gong to repeat. 

* n what I ſaid, in Relation to our Courts of Juf- 
tice, his Majeſty deſired to be ſatisfied, in ſeveral Points: 
And, this I was the better able to do, having been 
| formerly almoſt ruined by a long Suit in Chancery, 
which was decreed for me with Coſts. He aſked, what 
Time was uiually ſpent in determining between Right 
and Wrong, and what Degree of Expence. Whether 
Advocates and Orators had Liberty to plead in Cauſes 
manifeſtly known to be unjuſt, vexatious, or oppreſ- 
five. Whether Party in Religion or Politics were ob- 
ſerved to be of any Weight in the Scale of Juſtice. 
Whether thoſe pleading Orators were Perſons educated 
in the general Knowledge of Equity, or only in pro- 
vincial, national, and other local Cuſtoms. Whether 
they or their Judg es had any Part in penning thoſe 
Laws which they aſſumed the Liberty of interpreti 
and gloſing upon at their Pleaſure. Whether they ha 
ever at dikerent Times pleaded for and pin th 
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fame Cauſe, and cited Precedents to prove com: ry 
Opinions. Whether they were a rich or a poor Cor- 
poration. Whether they received any pecuniary Re- 
ward for pleading or delivering their Opinions. And 
particularly, whether they were ever admitted as Mem- 
bers in the lower Senate. 

He fell next upon the Management of over Treaſury, 
and ſaid, he thought my Memory had failed me, be- 
cauſe I computed our Taxes at about fve or fix 
Millions a Year, and, when I came to mention the 
Iflues, he found they ſometimes amounted to more 
than double: for the Notes he had taken, were very 
particular in this Foint, becauſe he hoped, as he told 
me, that the Knowledge of our Conduct miglit be uſe- 
ful to him, and he could not be deceived in his Calcu- 
lations : But, if what I told him were true, he was ſtill 
at a Loſs how a Kingdom could run ont of its Eſtate 
like a private Perſon. He aſked me, who were our 
Creditors; and where we ſhould find Money to pay 
them. He wondered to hear me taik of ſuch charge- 
able and expenſive Wars; that certainly we muſt be a 
quarrelſome People, or live among very bad Neigh- 
bours, and that our Generals mult need be richer 
than our Kings. He aſſced what Buſineſs we had out 
of our own Iflands, unleſs upon the Score of Trade or 
Treaty, or to defend the Coaſts with our Fleet. A- 
bove all, he was amazed to hear me talk of a merce- 
nary ſtanding Army in the midſt of Peace, and among 
a free People. He faid, if we were governed by our 
own Content in the Perions of our Repreſentatives, he 
could not imagine of whom we were afraid, or againſt 
whom we were to fight; and would hear my Opini- 
on, whether a private Man's Houte might not better 
be defended by himſelf, his Children, and Family, 
than by half a dozen Raſcals picked up at a Venture 
in the Streets, for {n.all Wages, who miglu get an 
hundred Times more by cutting their Throats. 

He laughed at my odd Kind of Arithmetic (as he 
was pleaſed to call it) in reckoning the Numbers of 

our 
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our People by a Computation drawn from the ſeveral 
Sects among us in Religion and Politics. He faid, he 
knew no Reaſon, why thoſe who entertain Opinions 
prejudicial to the Public, ſhould be obliged to change, 
or ſhould not be obliged to conceal them. And as it 
was Tyranny in any Government to require the firſt, 
ſo it was Weaknets not to enforce the ſecond : For a 
Man may be allowed to keep Poifons in his Cloſet, but 
not to vend them about for Cordials. 

He obſerved, that, among the Diverſions of our 
Nobility and Gentry, I had mentioned Gaming. He 
defired to know at what Age this Entertamment was 
uſually taken up, and when it was laid down ; how 
much of their Time it employed; whether it ever went 
ſo high as to affect their Fortunes: Whether mean vi- 
cious People, by their Dexterity in that Art, might not 
arrive at great Riches, and ſometimes keep our very 
Nobles in Dependance, as well as habituate them to 

vile Companions, wholly take them from the Improve- 
ment of their Minds, and force them, by the Loſles 
they have received, to learn and practiſe that infamous 
Dexterity upon others. | 

He was perfectly aſtoniſhed with the hiſtorical Ac- 
count I gave him of our Affairs during the laſt Centu- 
ry, proteſting it was only a Heap of Conſpiracies, Re- 
bellions, Murders, Maſſacres, Revolutions, Baniſh- 
ments, the very worſt Effects that Avarice, Faction, 
Hypoecruy, Perfidiouſneſs, Crueliy, Rage, Madnels, 
Hatred, Envy, Luſt, Malice, or Ambition, could pro- 
duce. 

His Majeſty in another Audience was at the Pains to 
recapitulate the Sum of all I had ſpoken, compared 
te Queſtions he made with he Aniwers I had given; 
then taking me into his Hande, and ſtroaking me 
cently, delivered himſelf in theſe Words, which I 
mall never forget, nor the Manner he tpoke them in: 
My little Friend Grilarig, you have made a moſt ad- 
mirable Panegyric upon your Country: You have 
clearly proved, that Ignorance, Idleneſs, and Vice, are 
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tne proper Ingredients for qualifying a Legiſlator: That 
Laves are belt explained, interpreted, and applied by 
thoſe whoſe Intereſt and Abilities lie in perverting con- 
founding, and eluding them. I obſerve among you 
ſome Lines of an Inititution, which, in its Original, 
might have been tolerable ; but theſe half eraſed, and 
the reſt wholly blurred and blotted by Corruptions, I. 
doth not appear from all you have ſaid, how any one 
Perfection is required towards the Procurement of auy 
one Station among you; much leſs that Men are en- 
nobled on Account of their Virtue, that Priefts are 
advanced for their Piety or Learning, Soldiers for their 
Conduct or Valour, Judges for their Integrity, Senu- 
tors for the Love of their Country, or Counſellors for 
their Wiſdom. As for yourſelf (continued the King) 
who have ſpent the greateſt Part of your Life in Tra- 
velling, I am well diſpoſed to hope you may hitherio 
have eſcaped many Vices of your Country. But, by 
what I have gathered from your own Relation, and 
the Anſwers J have with much Pains wringed and ex- 
:orted from you, I cannot but conclude the Bulk of 
your Natives to be the moſt pernicious Race of little 
odious Vermin that Nature ever ſuffered to crawl upon 
the Surface of the Earth. 


— 
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CHAP. VIL 
The Author”s Love of his Country. He makes a Pro- 
poſal of much Advantage to the King, which i, 
rejected. The King's great Ignorance in Politics. 
The Learning of that Cæuntry very imperfeft ana 
confined, Ther Laws, and military A fairs, and 


Partics in the Statc. 


OTHING but an extreme Love of Truth. 
could have hindered me from concealing this 
Part of my Story. It was in vain to diſcover my Re- 
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ſentments, which were always turned into Ridicule 3 
and I was forced to reit with Patience, while my no- 
ble and moſt beloved Country was ſoinjurioully treated. 

I am heartily ſorry, as any of my Readers can poſſibly 
be, that ſuch an Occaſion was given: But this Prince 
happened to be ſo curious and inquiſitive upon every 
Particular, that it could not conſiſt either with Grati- 
tude or good Manners, to refuſe giving him what Sa- 
tisfaction I was able. Yet thus much I may be allow- 


dd to ſay in my own Vindication, That Lartfully elud- 


ed many of his Queſtions, and gave to every Point a 
more favourable Turn, by many Degrees, than the 
Strictneſs of Truth would allow. For I have always 
borne that laudable Partiality to my own Country, 
which Dionꝝſſus Halicarnaſfſenſis with ſo much Juſtice 
recommends to an Hiſtorian : I would hide the Frail- 
ties and Deformities of my political Mother, and place 
| her Virtues and Beauties in the moſt advantageous 
Light. This was my fincere Endeavour in thoſe many 
Diſcourſes I had with that Monarch, although it un- 
fortunately failed of Succeſs. 

But great Allowance ſhould be given to a King who 
lives wholly ſecluded from the reit of the World, and 
mult therefore be altogether unacquainted with the Man- 
ners and Cuſtoms that molt prevail in other Nations: 
The Want of which Knowledge will ever produce 2 
Prejudices, and a certain Narrowneſs of Thinking, from 
which we and the politer Countries of Europe are wholly 
exempted. And it would be hard, indeed, if fo re- 
mote a Prince's Notions of Virtue and Vice were to be 
offered as a Standard for all Mankind. 

To confirm what I kave now ſaid, and further, to 
| ſhew the miſerable Effects of a confined Education, I ſhall 
here inert a Paſlage which will hardly obtain Belief. 
In Hopes to ingratiate myſelf further — his Majeſty's 
Favour, I told him of an invention diicovered between 
three and four hundred Vears ago, to make a certain 
Powder, into an Heap of which the imalleſt Spark of 
Fire falling, would kindle the Whole in a enge — 
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though it were as big as a Mountain, and make it all 
iy up in the Air together, with a Noiſe and Agitation 
greater than Thunder. That a proper Quantity of this 
Powder rammed into an hollow Tube of Braſs or Iron, 
according to its Bigneſs, would drive a Ball of Iron or 
Lead with fuck Violence and Speed, as nothing was 
able to ſuſtain its Force. That the largeſt Balls, thus 
diſcharged, would not only deſtroy whole Ranks of an 
Army at once, but batter the ſtrongeſt Walls to the 
Ground, fink down Ships, with a thouſand Men in each, 
to the Bottom of the Sea; and, when linked together 
by a Chain, would cut through Mais and Rigging, di- 
vide Hundreds of Bodies in the Middle, and lay all 
waſte before them. That we often put this Powder in- 
to large hollow Balls of Iron, and diſcharged them by 
an Engine into ſome City we were beſieging, which 
would rip up the Pavements, tear the Houſes to Pieces, 
burſt and throw Splinters on every Side, daſhing our 
the Brains of all who came near. That I knew the 
redients very well, which were cheap, and common; 
I underſtood the Manner of compounding them, and 
could direct his Workmen how to make thoſe Tubes of 
a Size proportionable to all other Things in his Majeſ- 
ty's Kingdom, and the largeſt need not be above an 
hundred Feet long; twenty or thirty of which Tubes, 
charged with the proper Quantity of Powder and Balls. 
would batter down the Walls of the ſtrongeſt Town ii. 
his Dominions in few Hours, or deſtroy the whole M-- 
tropolis, if ever it ſhould pretend to diſpute his abſo- 
lute Commands. This I humbly offered to his Majeſty, 
as a {mall Tribute of Acknowledgment in Return of 
ſo many Marks that I had received of his Royal Favour 
and Protection. 
The King was ſtruck with Horror at the Deſcription 
I had given of thoſe terrible Engines, and the Propoſal 
1 had made. He was amazed how ſo impotent and 
grovelling an Inſect as I (theſe were his Expreſſions} 
could entertain ſuch inhuman Ideas, and in ſo familiar 
a Manner, as to appear wholly unmoved at all the 
| Scenes 
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Scenes of Blood and Deſolation, which I had painted 

as the common Effects of thoſe deſtructive Machines, 
whereof, he ſaid, ſome evil Genius, Enemy to Man- 
kind, muſt have been the firſt Contriver. As for him- 
ſelf, he proteſted, that, although few Things delighted 


| him ſo much as new Diſcoveries in Art or in Nature, 


yet he would rather Joſe half his Kingdom, than be pri- 
vy to ſuch a Secret, which he commanded me, as I 
valued my Life, never to mention any more. 

A ſtrange Effect of narrow Principles and fort Views! 
that a Prince poſſeſſed of every Quality which procures 
Veneration, Love, and Efteem ; of ſtrong Parts, great 
Wiidom, and profound Learning, endued with admi- 
rable Talents for Government, and almoſt adored by 
his Subjects, ſhould, from a nice unneceſſary Scruple, 
whereof in Europe we can have no Cone 
an Opportunity put into his Hands, that would have 
made him abſolute Maſter of the Lives, the Liberties, 
and the Fortunes of his People. Neither do I ſay this 
Vith the leaſt Intention to detract from the many Vir- 
tues of that excellent King, whoſe Character, I am 
ſenſible, will on this Account, be very much leſſened, 
in the Opinion of an EAg l Reader: But I take this 
Defect among them to have riſen from their Ignorance, 
by not having hitherto reduced Politics into a Science, 
as the more acute Wits of Ezrcpe have done. For 1 
remember very well, in a Diſcourſe one Day with the 
King, when I happened to ſay there were ſeveral thou- 
land Books among us, written upon the Art of Govern- 
ment, it gave him (directly contrary to my Intention) 
a very mean of our Underſtandings. He 


Pro- 
feſſed both to abominate and deſpiſe all Myſtery, Refine- 


ment, and Intrigue, either in a Prince or a . 
_ He could not tell what I meant by Secrets of State, 
| Where an Enemy, or ſome Rival Nation, were not in 
the Caſe. He confined the Knowledge of Gov 
within very narrow Bounds, to common Senſe and Rea- 
ſon, to Juſtice and Lenity, to the ſpeedy Determination 
of civil and criminal Cauſes ; with ſome ho — 
opics, 
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| Topics, which are not worth confideting. And, he 


They have had the Art of Printing, as well as the 
Chineſe, Time out of Mind: Bur te Libraries are 
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gainſt the Wall: J firſt mounted to the 
the Ladder, and turning my Face 


the Level of mine Eyes, and then deſe 
till I came to the Bottom: After which, 


derly Gentlewoman, — in 
orality and Devotion. The Book treats 
— war; Senn —U—ä—äö 
except among the Women and the Vulgar. However, 
XI was curious to ſee what an Author of that Country 
could ſay upon ſuch a Subject. This Writer went 
828 AA for 
how diminutive, co 1 an 
Animal was Man in his own Nature; — to 
defend himſelf from Inclemencies of the Air, or the 
Fury of wild Beaſts: 8 
one > Crone — another in Speed, 
—— an bc dtrm yp or oy vc He added, 
yr pour? ping latter 
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erbe, e 
Dominions there is no Acceſs from any other Country, 


once, or more, occaſioned Civil Wars, | | 
was happily put an End to by this Prince's Grand- father 
in a general Compoſition ; and the Militia, then ſettled 


CHAP. 


De Author attends them. 
_ he haves the Country very particularly related. 


He returns to | . 
2 always a ſtrong Impulſe, that I ſhould ſome 
Time recover my Liberty, though it was i 
to conjefture by what Means, or to form any Proj 
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bent to ———___ 
. 2 — 


for Curioſities, I was, indeed, 
1 
great Ki whole 
Court; po 7 me n ſuch 2 Foot, as ill became the 
——_———_—_ I could never forget thoſe 
| Pledges | had bf bebind mer I wanted to be 
among with whom I could converſe upon even 
Terms, and waik about the Streets and Fields, without 
being afraid of being trod to Death, like a Frog, or a 


young Bat my Deliverance came ſooner than 
and, in x not common: The 
Story and Circumſtances of [ hall faith- 


fully relate. - 

I had now been two Years in this 2 
about the of the third, G/zmdalclitch and 
attended the ing and in a P. 
— Bon feng 81 

ravelling which, as 1 

Cloſet of twelve Feet de And 
I dad ordered a Hammock to be fixed, by fil 

at the Top, to break 
me 


dle of the Hammock, I ordered the 


gn ſhur, —_— 
wy > ot ern Es. 


2 came our Journey's End, the 
— 22 Days 2 
nean Flanflaſnic; a Ci * Egli Miles 


| Hare, n ary wi e 


1 fall all 4 Rock Bea 
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oftheSea-fide. Chumdalclitch and I was much 
I had gotten a ſmall Cold, +. dens ora, ſo a, 
as to be confined to her Chamber. | longed to ſee the 


r Eſcape, if 


ever it ſhould ha I pretended to be worſe than 1 
really was, and Leave to take the freſh Air of 
— mn fond of, and who had 


the d Charge ſhe are the Pags to be carefulof me, 
prog es Ge Tee Tha into a Flood of Tears, as if 
Me had ſome Foreboding of what was to happen. The 
Boy took me out in my Box about half an Hour's 
Walk from the Palace towards the Rocks on the Sea- 


the Motion was eaſy be I called out ſeveral Times, 
2s loud as Icould raiſe my Voice, but all to no 

I looked towards my Windows, and could fee | 
but the Clouds 5 Sky. I heajd 12 
Head like the Clapping of Wings, and then began to 
ur the woefu] | Condition I was in, that ſome le 

Ring of my Box in hig Beak, with an 

oncaile in a Shell, 
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and then and devour it. For the 

| mucdiren e e 

bas Quarry uarry at a great Diſtance, though better concealed 
could be within a two-inch Board. 

In a little Time I obſerved the Noiſe and Flutter 
of Wings to increaſe very faſt, and my Box was toſſed 
up and down like a Et hog, ede 1 
the Eagle (or — ets, as 1 thought given ta 


a ſudden — — — oh 38 
12123 but with AK incredible Swifineſs that 
1 ſt loſt my Breath. My Fall was 
terrible Squaſh, that founded louder to 5 * 
the Cataract of Niagara; ei | 
the Dark for another Minute, and then my Box 
to riſe ſo highthat I could ſee Light from the Tops of 
the Windows. I now perceived that I was fallen into 
the Sea. My Box, by the Weight of my Body, the 
Goods that were in, and the broad Plates of Iron fixed 
for Strength at the four Corners of the Top and Bot- 
tom, floated above five Feet deep in Water. I did then, 
and. do now ſuppoſe that the Eagle which flew away 
with my Box was purſued by two or three others, and 
forced to let me drop while he was defending himſelf 
againſt the reſt, who hoped to ſhare in the Prey. The 
Plates of Iron faſtened at the Bottom of the Box (for 
thoſe were the ſtrongeſt) preſerved the Balance while it 
fell, and hindered it from being broken on the Surface 
of the Water. Every Joint of it was well groaved ; 
and the Door did not move on Hinges, but up and 
down like 2 Saſh, which kept my Cloſet ſo tight that 
very little Water came in. I got with much Difficul- 
ty out of my Hammock, having firſt ventured to draw 
back the Slip-board on the b Roof already mentioned, 
contrived on Purpoſe to let in Air, for Want of which 
I found myſelf almoſt ſtifled. 

How often did I then wiſh myſelf with m dear 
Gluzwdalclitch, from whom one ſingle Hour had fo far 
: | W divided 
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divided me! And I may ſay, with Tyu 
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to li the 


ſong Staples fixed upon that Si wi 
no Window, and ind which — bogs — yam 
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Floor; and having made a hard Shift to ſcrew it down 
again di under the Slipping - board that I had late- 
by opened, I mounted on the Chair, and, putting my 
Mouth as near as. I could to the Hole, I called for Hel 
in a loud Voice, and in all the Lan Iunderſt 
I then faſtened my Handkerchief to a Stick I uſually 
carried, and, thruſting it up the Hole, waved it ſeveral 
Times in the Air, that, if any Boat or Ship were near, 
the Seamen might conjecture ſome unhappy Mortal to 
be ſhut up in the Box. 
I I found no Effect from all I could do, but plainly 
wed my Cloſet to be moved alon in the 
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| a Cabbin. Some of them, upon hearing me 
talk ſo wildly, thought | was mad; others laughed; 
for, indeed, it never came into my Head, that I was 
now gotamong People of my own Stature and Strength. 
The Carpenter came, and in few Minutes ſawed a Paſ- 
ſage about four Feet {quare, then let down a ſmall 
Ladder, upon which I mounted, and from thence was 
taken into the Ship in a very weak Condition. | 
The Sailors were all in Amazement, and aſked me a 
thouſand Queſtions, which I had no Inclination to an- 
ſwer. I was equally confounded at the Sight of ſo ma- 
ny Pigmies, for ſuch I took them to be, after having fo 
long accuſtomed mine Eyes to the monſtrous Objects 
J had left. But the Captain, Mr. Thomas Wilcacks, 
an honeſt worthy SHropſbire Man, obſerving I was rea» 
dy to faint, took me into his Cabbin, gave me a Cor- 
dial to comfort me, and made me to turn in upon his 
own Bed, adviſing me to take a little Reſt, of which I 
had great Need. Before I went to ſleep, I gave him 
to underitand that I had valuable Furniture in my Box, 
too good to be loſt; a fine Hammock, an handſome 
Field-bed, two Chairs, a Table, and a Cabinet. That 
my Cloſet was hung on all Sides, or rather quilted, 
with Silk and Cotton: That, if he would let one of the 
Crew bring my Cloſet into his Cabbin, I would open it 
tnere before him, and ſhew him my Goods. The Cap- 
rain, hearing me utter theſe Abſurdities, concluded I was 
raving: However (I ſuppoſe to pacify me) he promiſed 
to give Order, as I defired, and going upon Deck, 
lent ſome of his Men down into my Cloſet, from 
waence las I afterwards found) they drew up all my 
Goods, and ſtripped off the Quilting; but the Chairs, 
Cabinet, and Bedſtcad, being fcrewed to the Floor, 
ere much damaged by the Ignorance of the Seamen, 
ho tore them up by Force. Then they knocked off 
ſome of che Boards for the Uſe of the Ship, and, when 
they had got all they had a Mind for, let the Hulk 
drop into the Sea, which, by Reaſon of many Breaches 
made in the Bottom aud Sides, funk to Rights. , And, 
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indeed, I was glad not to have been a Spectator of the 
Havock they made; becauſe I am confident it would 
have ſenſibly touched me, by bringing former Paſſages 

into my Mind, which I had rather forget. 

I ſlept ſome Hours, but perpetually diſturbed with 
Dreams of the Place I had left, and the Dangers I had 
eſcaped. However, upon waking, I found myſelf much 
recovered. It was now about eight o'Clock at Night, 
and the Captain ordered Supper immediately, thinking 
I had already faſted too long. He entertained me with 
great Kindneſs, obſerving me not to look wildly, or 
talk inconſiſtently; and, when we were left alone, de- 
fired I would give him a Relation of my Travels, and 
by what Accident I came to be ſet adrift in that mon- 
ſtrous wooden Cheſt. He faid, that about twelve 
o Clock at Noon, as he was looking through his Glaſs, 
he ſpied it at a Diſtance, and thought it was a Sail, 
which he had a mind to make, being not much out of 

his Courſe, in Hopes of buying ſome Biſket, his own 
beginning to fall ſhort. That upon coming nearer, 
and finding his Error, he ſent out his Long-boat todit- 
cover what I was; that his Men came back in a Fright, 
ſwearing they had ſeen a ſwimming Houſe. That he 
laughed at their Folly, and went himſelf in the Boat, 
ordering his Men to take a ſtrong Cable along with 
them. 'That, the Weather being calm, he rowed round 
me ſeveral Times, obſerved my Windows, and the 
_ Wire-lattices that defended them. That he diſcovered 
two Staples upon one Side, which was all of Boards, 
without any Paſſage for Light. He then commanded 
+ His Men to row up to that Side, and, faſtening a Cable 
to one of the Staples, ordered them to tow my Cheft 
(as they called it) towards the Ship. When it was there, 
he gave Directions ta faſten another Cable to the Ring 
fixed in the Cover, and to raite up my Cheſt with Pul- 
lies, which all the Sailors were not able to do above 
two or three Feet. He faid, they ſaw my Stick and 
Handkerchief thruſt out of the Hole, and concluded 
that ſome unhappy Man muſt be ſhut up in 5 
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my Cloſet or Cheſt, as well as by my odd Looks and 
Behaviour while | was at Supper. | 
[ begged his Patience to hear me tell my Story, which 
I faithfully did, from the laſt Time I left Exglana, to 
the Moment be firſt diſcavered me. And as Truth al- 
ways forceth its Way into rational Minds, ſo this haneſt 
worthy Gentleman, who had ſome Tincture of Learn- 
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„ and very good Senſe, was immediately convinced 
FS i But, further to confirm 

err, Order that my 

uld be brought, of which I had the Key in 
Pocket (for he had already informed me how the 
Seamen diſpoſed of my Cloſet.) I opened it in his own 
and ſhewed him the ſmall Collection of Ra- 
rities I made in the Country from whence I had been 
fo ſtrangely delivered. There was the Comb I had 
— 21 — 
r but fixed into a 


21 Pad 


was a Collection of Needles and Pins 
. four Waſp-ſtings, 
ke Joiners Tacks ; ſome Combings of the Queen's 
Hair ; a Ring which one Day ſhe made me a 
P in a moſt obliging Manner, taking it from 
r- 
I defired the Captain would | 
Ring, in Return of hi Civilities which he 
lutely refuſed. I ſhewed him a Corn that I had cut of 


| enen Toorh, 
which I obſerved him to examine with great Curioſity, 
and found he had a Fancy for it. He received it with 
Abundance of Thanks, more than ſuch a Trifte could 
deſerve. It was drawn by an unfkilful Surgeon, in a 
Miſtake, from one of Glumdalclitch's Men, who was 
aſflicted with the Tooth-ach, but it was as ſound as any 
in his Head. | got it deaned, and put it into my Ca- 
dinet. It was about a Foot long, and four Inches in 
2 well th this plain 
| e was very ſatisfied wi 
Relation I had 82 and lad, he hoped, when 


ve 
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we returned to Exg/and, I would oblige the World, by 
ng it in r, and making it public. My An- 
was, That I thought we were already over - ſtock- 
ed with Books of Travels: That nothing could now 
which was not extraordinary: wherein I doubted 
>me Authors leſs conſulted Truth, than their own Va- 
nity, or Intereſt, or the Diverſion of ignorant Readers. 
That my Story could contain little beſides common 
Events, without thoſe ornamental Deſcriptions of 
ſtrange Plants, Trees, Birds, and other Animals; or of 
the barbarous Cuſtoms and Idolatry of ſavage 
with which moſt Writers abound. However, I th 
him for his good Opinion, and promiſed to take the 


Matter into my Thoughts. 
He ſaid, he wondered at one Thing very much, 
which was, to hear me ſpeak ſo loud, aſking me whe- 


ther the King or Queen of that Country were thick of 
Hearing. I told him, it was what I had been uſed to 
for above two Years paſt ; and that I admired as much 
at the Voices of him and his Man, who ſeemed to me 
only to whiſper, and yet I could hcar them well e- 
nough.- But, when I ſpoke in that Country, it was 
hke a Man talking in the Street to another looking out 
from the Top of a Steeple, unleſs when I was placed 
on a Table, or held in any Perfon's Hand. I told 
nim, I had likewiſe obſerved another Fhing, that when 
} firſt got into the Ship, and the Sailors ſtood all about 
me, | thought they were the moſt little contemptible 
Creatures | had ever beheld. For, indeed, while 1 was 
in that Prince's Country, I could never endure to look 
in a Glaſs, after mine Eyes had been accuſtomed to 
tach prodigious Objects, becauſe the Compariſon gave 
me ſo deſpicable a Conceit of myſelf. The Captain 
faid, that, while we were at Supper, he obſerved me 
to look at every Thing with a Sort of Wonder, and 
that I often ſeemed hardly able to contain my Laugh- 
ter, which he knew not well how to take, but imputed 
it to ſome Diſorder in my Brain. I anſwered, it was 
very true; and I wondered how I could torbear, 1 

8 1 ſaw 
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1 faw his Diſhes of the Size of a Silver Three · pence, a 


Leg of Pork hardly a Mouthful, a Cup not ſo big as a 
Nut-ſhell ; and fo I went on, deſcribing the reſt of his 
Houſhold-ſtuff and Proviſions, after the fame Manner. 
For, although the Queen had ordered a little Equipage 
of all Things neceſſary while I was in her Service, yet 
my Ideas were wholly taken up with what I faw oon 
every Side of me, and [ neo my own Littleneſs, 
as People do at their own Faults. The Captain under- 
food my Raillery very well, and merrily replied with 
the: old Exgliſb Proverb, That he doubted mine Eyes 
were bigger than my Belly, for he did not obſerve my 
Stomach io good, although I had faſted all Day; and, 
continuing in his Mirth, proteſted he would have glad - 
ly given an hundred Pounds to have ſeen my Cloſet in 
the Eagle's Bill, and afterwards in its Fall from ſo great 
a Height into the Sea ; which would certainly have 
been a moit aſtoniſhing Object, worthy to have the 
Deſcription of it tranimitted to future Ages: And the 
Compariſon of Phacten was fo obvious, that he could 
not forbear applying it, although I did not much ad- 
mire the Conceit. | | 
The Captain having been at TJanguin, was, in his Re- 
turn to Zrgi/and, driven North eaſtward, to the Lati- 
tude of 44 Degrees, and of Longitude 143. But, 
meeting a Trade wind two Days after I came on 
him, we failed Southward a long Time, and coaſting 
New Hallauud, kept aur Courſe Weſt- ſouth-weſt, an 
then South - ſouth · weſt, till we doubled the Cape of Good- 
Hope. Our Voyage was very proſperous, but I ſhall 
not trouble the Reader with a Journal of it, The Cap- 
tain called in at one or two Ports, and ſent in his Long- 


boat for Proviſions and freſh Water, but I never went 


out of the Ship ull we came into the Downs, which 

was on the 3 Day of June, 1706, about nine Months 

after my Eicape. I offered to leave my Goods in Se- 

curity for Payment of my Freight; but the Captain 

proteited he would not receive one Farthing. We took 

kind Leave of each other, and I made him promiſe he 
| * 
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but I o 

| es exect, to 
up with 

one Hand, by the Waiſt. I looked down upon the 

Servants, and one or two Friends who were in the 

Houſe, as if igmi Ja Giant. I 

told my Wi i found ſhe 
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men- 

an Inſtance of the great Power of Habit and 
n a little Time, I and my Family and Friends came 
40 a right Underſtanding: But my Wife ſted I 
ſhould never go to Sea any mort; A evil 
Deſtiny ſo ted, thar E dat de Power to kinder 
me, as the Reader may know hereafter. In the mean 
Time, I here conclude the ſecond Part of my unfortu+ 
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perienced my Knowledge in Sea-affairs, to be at leaſt 
equal. to his, he would enter mto r to 
follow my Advice as much as if I had ſhared in the 
Command. 5 8 5 
He faid ſo many other obliging Things, and I knew 
him to be ſo honeſt a Man, that I could not reject his 
Propolal; the Thirſt I had of ſeeing the World, not- 
_ withſtanding my paſt Misfortunes, continuing as violent 
as ever. Ihe only Difficulty that remained, was to 
perſuade my Wife, whoſe Conſent, however, I at laſt 
oltained, by the Proſpect of Advantage ihe propoſed 
to her Children. | 


* — 


We ſet out the 5th Day of Auguſt, 1706, and arrived 
at Fort St. George the 11th of April, 1707. We ſtay- 
ed there three Weeks to refreſh our Crew, many of 
whom were ſick. From thence we went to Tonquin, 
where the Captain reſolved to continue ſome Time, be- 
_ cauſe many of the Goods he intended to buy were not 
ready, nor could he expect to be diſpatched in ſeveral 
Months. Therefore, in Hopes to defray ſome of the 
Charges he muſt be at, he bought a Sloop, loaded it 
with ſeveral Sorts of Goods, wherewith the Tonguineſe 
uſually trade to the neighbouring Iſlands, and putting 
fourteen Men on Board, whereof three were of the 
Country, he appointed me Maſter of the Sloop, and 
gave me Power to traffic, while he tranſacted his Af- 
fairs at Tonguin. : | 

We had not ſailed above three Days, when, a great 
Storm ariſing, we were driven five Days to the North- 
north eaſt, and then to the Eaſt; after which we had 
tair Weather, but fill witi: a pretty ſtrong Gale from 
the Weſt. Upon the tenth Day, we were chaced by 
two Pyrates, who ſoon overtook us; for my Sloop was 
ſo deep laden, that ſhe ſailed very flow, neither were 
we in a Condition to defend ourſelves. | 

We were boarded about the fame Time by both the 
Pyrates, who entered furiouſly at the Head of their 
Mien; but finding us all proſtrate upon our Faces oy 


r 
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Þ I gave Order) they pinioned us with ſtrong Ropes, 
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and, ſetting a Guard upon us, went to ſearch the Sloop. 

. T obſerved among them a Dutchman, who ſeemed to 
be of ſome Authority, though he was not Commander 
of either Ship. He knew us by our Countenances to 


be Engli/omen, and, jabbering to us in his own Lan- 


guage, ſwore we ſhould be tied Back to Back, and 
thrown into the Sea. I ſpoke Dutch tolerably well ; 
I told him who we were, and begged him, in Conk- 
deration of our being Chriſtians and Proteſtants of 
neighbouring Countries, in ſtrict Alliance, that he would 
move the Captains to take ſome Pity on us. This in- 
flamed his Rage; he repeated his Threatenings, and, 
turning to his Companions, ſpoke with great Vehe- 
mence; in the F apaneſe Language, as I ſuppoſe, often 

uſing the Word Chriſtians. | 

The largeſt of the two Pyrate Ships was commanded 
by a Fapaneſe Captain, who ſpoke a little Dutch, but 
very imperfectly. He came up to me, and after ſeve- 
veral Queſtions, which I anfwered in great Humility, he 
faid we ſhould not die. I made the Captain a very 
low Bow, and; then turning to the Dutchman, ſaid, I 
was ſorry to find more Mercy in a Heathen, than in a 


Brother Chriſtian. But I had ſoon Reaſon to repent 
thoſe fooliſh Words: For that malicious Re 


having often endeavoured in vain to perſuade both the 


Captains that I might be thrown into the Sea (which 


they would not yield to after the Promiſe made me, 
that I ſhould not die) however prevailed ſo far as to 
have a Puniſhment inflicted on me; worſe; in all hu- 
man Appearance, than Death itfelf. My Men were 
fent, by an equal Diviſion, into both the Pyrate Ships, 


and my Sloop new manned. As to myſelf. it was de- 


termined that I ſhould be ſet a-drift, in a ſmall Canoe, 
with Paddles and a Sail, and four Days Proviſions, Which 
laſt the Fapareſe Captain was ſo kind to double out or 
his own Stores, and would permit no Man to fearci 


me. I got down into the Canoe, while the Ditchman, 


L. 2 tant 4 ; 


2 
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out my ſmall Proviſtons, and, after having refreſhed 
myſelf, I ſecured the Remainder in a Cave, whereof 
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Banding upon the Deck, loaded me with all the Curſes 
and injurious Terms, his Language could afford. 
About an Hour 1 ton es I had 
taken an Obſervation, and found we were in the Lati- 
tude of 46 N. and of I 183. When | was at 
ſome Diſtance from the I diſcovered by my 
Pocket-glaſs ſeveral Iflands to the South- eaſt. I ſet up 
my Sail, the Wind being fair, with a Deſign to reach 
the neareſt of thoſe Iſlands, which I made a Shift todo 
in about three Hours. It was all recky, however L 
many Birds Eggs, and, firiking Fire, | kindled ſome 
| gud yy yr by which I roaſted my Eggs. 
I eat no other Supper, being reſolved to ſpare my Pro- 
viſions as much as I could. I paſſed the Night under 
the Shelter of a Rock, ſtrewing ſome Heath under me, 


and ſlept pretty well. 


The next Day failed 6 aneches Hand, and thence 
to a third and fourth, ſometimes uſing my Sail, and 
ſometimes my Paddles. But, not to trouble the Reader 
with a particular Account of my Diſtreſſes, let it ſuſhce 
that, on the fifth Day I arrived at the laſt Ifland in 
my Sight, which lay South ſouth-eaſt to the former. 

This Iſland was at a greater Diſtance than I 


ed, and I did not reach it in lefs than five Hours. 1 


encompaſſed it almoſt round, before I could find a con- 
venient Place to land in, which was a ſmall Creek, a- 
bout three Times the Wideneſs of my Canoe. I found 
the Iſland to be all rocky, only a little intermingled 
with Tufts of Grafs, and tweet Herbs. I took 


there were Numbers. I gathered P of 

— — — — 
and parched Graſs, which I deſigned to kindle the next 
Day, and roaſt my Egge as well as I could (for I had 
about me my Flint, — 1 — — 
Llay all Night inthe Cave where © had my Pro- 

viſions. My Bed was the fame dry Graſs and Sea - weed 
which 1 intended for Fewel. I flept very little, - 


the 
_ nels, and kept me awake. I conſidered how impoſ- 


and the Sun 


| plainly diſcover Numbers of 


Fri e 
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Diſquiets of my Mind prevailed over my Weari- 


fible-it was to preſerve my Life, in ſo deſolate a Place, 
and how miſerable my End muſt be. Yet found my- 
ſelf ſo liſtleſs and defponding, that I had not the Heart 
to riſe; and, before I could get Spirits enough to creep 
out of my Cave, the Day was far advanced. I walked 
a while among the s, the Sky was perfectly clear, 
hot, that I was forced to turn my Face 
from it; when, all on a ſudden, it hecame obſcure, as 
I thought, in a Manner very different from what hap- 
pens by the Interpoſition of a Cloud. I turned back, 
and perceived a vaſt opake Body between me and the 
Sun, moving forwards towards the Ifland: It ſeemed 
to be about two Miles high, and hid the Sun fix or ſe- 
ven Minutes, but I did not obſerve the Air te be much 
colder, or the Sky more darkened, than if I had ſtood 
under the Shade of a Mountain. As it approached 
nearer over the Place where [ was, it appeared to be a 
firm Subſtance, the Bottom flat, ſmooth, and ſhining 
very bright from the Reflexion of the Sea below. 
ſtood upon a Height, about two hundred Yards from 
the Shore, and ſaw this vaſt Body deſcending almoft tg 
a Parallel with me, at leſs than an Erglißhb Mile Dif- 
tance. I took out my Pocket tive, and could 
e moving vp and 
down the Sides of it, which appeared to be ſloping ; 
— what thoſe People were doing, I was not able to 
diſtinguiſh 

'The natural Love of Life gave me ſome inward Mo- 
tions of Joy, and I was ready to entertain a Hope, that 
this Adventure might fome Way or other help to de- 
liver me from the deſolate Place and Condition | was 
in. But at the fame Time the Reader can hardly con- 
ceive my Aſtoniſhment, to behold an Iſland in the Air, 
inhabited by Men, who were able (as it ſhould ſeem) 
20 raiſe or ſink, or put it into a progreſſive Motion, as 
they pleaſed. But, not being at that Time in a Diſ- 
poſition to philoſophiſe upon this Phenomenon, I 9 
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ther choſe to obſerve what Courſe the Iſland would FOR 
becauſe it ſeemed for a while to ſtand ſtill. Yet ſoon 
after it advanced nearer, and I could ſee the Sides of 
it, encompaſſed with ſeveral Gradations of Galleries 
and Stairs, at certain Intervals, to deſcend from one 
to the other. In the loweſt Gallery, I beheld ſome 
People fiſhing with long Angling Rods, and others 
looking on. I waved my Cap (for my Hat was long 
fince worn out) and my Handkerchief towards the 
Iſtand; and, upon its nearer Approach, I called and 
ſhouted with the utmoſt Strength of my Voice ; and 
then, looking circumſpectly, I beheld a Crowd gather- 
ed to that Side which was moſt in my View. I found 
by their pointing towards me, and to each other, that 
they plainly diſcovered me; although they made no 
Return to my Shouting. But | could {ce four or five 
Men running in great Haſte up the Stairs to the Top of 
the Iſland, who then diſappcared. I happered rightly 
to conjecture, that theſe Mere feat for Orders to tome 
Perſon in Authority upon this Occaſivn. 

The Number af People encreaſed, and, in leſs than 
half an Hour, the Iſland was moved and raiſed in fuch 
a Manner, that the loweit Gallery appeared in a Pa- 
rallel of lei. than an hundred Yards Diſtance from the 
Height where I ſtood. I then put my ſelf into the moſt 
ſupplicating Poilures, and ſpoke in the humbleſt Ac- 
cent, but received no Anſwer. Thoſe, who ſtood near- 
ef} over · againſt me, ſeemed to be Perſons of Diſtincti- 
on, as I ſuppoſed by their Habit. They conferred 
earneſlly with each other, looking often upon me. At 
length one of them called out in a clear, polite, ſmooth 
Dialect, not ualixe in Sound to the Italiana; and, there- 


_— returned an Aniwer in that Language, hop: ng, 


at leaſt, that the Cadence might be more agrecable 10 
h:s Ears. Although neither ot us underſtood the other, 


yet wy Meant ing was canly known, for the People law 
tne Diſtreſs I was in. 


They made Sipus ſor me to come down from the 
. Tac, and go ard ne Share, which ! accordingiy 


10 ; 
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did; and, the flying Iſland being raiſed to a convenient 


Height, the Verge directly ov er me, a Chain was let 
down from the loweſt Gallery, with a Seat faſtened to 


the Bottom, to which I fixed myſelf, and was 5 0 
up by Pullies. 


CHAP. I. 


The Humnrs and Diſpoſiticns of the Laputians de- 
ſeribed. An Account of their Learning. Of th 
King, and bis Court. The Author's Reception 
there. The Inhabitants fubjec? to Frar and Dij- 
quietudes. An Account of the Il onen. 


A of People; but thoſe who ſtood neareſt, ſeemed 
to be of a Mtter Quality. They beheld me with all the 
Marks and Circumſtances of Wonder, neither, indeed, 
was I much in their Debt; having, never, till then, 
ſeen a Race of Mortals fo ſingular in their Shapes, Ha 
bits, and Countenances. 1 heir Heads were all reclined, 
either to the Right or the Left; one of their Ex- 
turned inward, and the other directly up to the Je- 
nith. Their outward Garments were adorned wits 
the Figures. of Suns, Moons, and Stars, mterwove:: 
with thoſe of Fiddles, Flutes, Flarps, Trumpets, Gun - 
tars, Harphcords, and many more Inſtruments of Na. 
fic, unknown to us in Europe, IT obſerved, here a4 
there, many in the Habit of Servants, with a blows 
iadder faſtened like a Flayl to the End of a ſhort Stic! 
which they carrizd in their Hands. In each Bladde: 
was a imall Quanrity of dried vo or little Pebb!. 
(as I was afterwards informed.) With theſe Bladder, 
they now and then tapped the Mouths and Fars ©. 
thoſe who bood near them, of which Practice I cor a 
not then conceive the Veaving. It ſeems the NIint. 


2„ 4.1. 


dt thete Pcople are to taken up will iatenſe Syec unte 
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T my alighting, I was ſurrounded with a Crowe. 


e 28 
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n 
XII rouſed by ſame ex · 
ternal Taction upon the of Speech and Hear- 
ER. Perſons, who are able to 
ow te N (the Original is Cline - 
NN) ker amily, as one of their Domeſtics, nor 
ever walk Abroad, or make Viſits, without him. And 
the Buſineſs of this Officer is, when two or three more 
Perſons are in Company, gently to ſtrike with his Blad- 
der the Mouth. of him * and the 


Sees addrefleth 
himſelf. This Flapper is likewiſe employed deligently 


to attend his Maſter in his Walks, and, upon Occafion, 
to give him a ſoft Flap on his Eyes, becauſe he is always 
ſo i up-in Cogitation, that he is in manifeſt Dan- 


j J 
others, or being juftled himſelf, into the Kennel. 
— to give the Reader this Information, 
ͤ—UüU—õ ͤ nn gee —— 
| underſtand the Proceedings _ as 
conducted me up the Stairs, to the Top of the Iſland, 
LID IIS 
imes w were 
about, and left me to myſelf, till their Memories were 
again rouſed by their 
2 
Countenance, an by the Shou of the Vale ' whole 
Thoughts and Minds were more 
At laſt we entered the Palace, into 
the Chamber of Preſence, where I faw the King {cated 
pre e. Before he Throne, w — 


we attended at leaf an Hour, — he cas 
ſolve 
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dee it. There flood by him, on each Side, 1 


Page, with Flaps in their Hands, and, when they faw 
he was at Leafure, one of them gently ſtruck his Mouth, 
and the other his right Ear; at which he ftarted like 
one awaked on the ſudden, and 8 
and the I was in, recollected the Occaſion of 
our coming, wh he had been informed before. 
He fpoke fome Words, whereupon immediately a young, 
Man with a Flap came up to my Side, and ffapt me 
on the right Ear, but 1 made as well as. 
could, that I had no Occafion for an Inſtru- 
ment; which, as I afterwards found, 


his Majeſ- 
ty, and the whole Court, a very nd, gore be of tay my 


Underſtanding. The King, as far as I could conjec- 
ture, aſked me ſeveral Queſtions, and I addreſſed my- 
ſelf to him in all the Languages I had. When it was 
found, that I could neither underſtand, nor be under-- 
ſtood, I was conducted, by his Order, on 
ment in his Palace (this Prince being diſtin 
above all his Predeceſſors, — — 


Dinner was brought. and four Perſons of . 
when I remembred to have ſeen very near the 


Perſon, did me the Honour to dine with me. Welk 


two Courſes, of three Diſhes each. In the firſt Courſe, 


there was a Shoulder of Mutton, cut into an Æquila- 
teral Triangle, a Piece of Beef mto a Rhomboides, 


and a Pudding into a Cycloid. The ſecond Courſe — 
two Ducks, truſſed up into the Form of Fiddles ; Sau- | 


ſages and Puddings reſembling Flutes and Haut. boys, 


and a Breaſt of Veal in the Shape of a Harp. The Ser- 


vants cut our Bread into Cones, Cylinders, Parallelo- 
grams, and ſeveral other Mathematical Figures. 

While we were at Dinner, I made bold to aſłk the 
Names of ſeveral Things -in their , and thoſe 


noble Perſons, by 5 of their 288 5 de- 


e r ere if Fol b 


fer) where two Servants were appointed to attend me. 


1 
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to converſe with them. I was ſoon able to call for 


Bread and Drink, or whatever elſe I wanted. 
After Dinner, my Company withdrew, and a Per- 
ſon was ſent to me, by the King's Order, attended by 


a Flapper. He brought with him Pen, Ink, and Paper, 


and three or four Books, giving me to underſtand by 
Signs, that he was ſent to teach me the Language. We 
fat together four Hours, in which Time I wrote down 
a great Number of Words in Columns, with the Tran- 
ſlations over-againſt them; I likewiſe made a ſhift to 
learn ſeveral ſhort Sentences. For my Tutor would 
order one of my Servants to fetch ſomething, to turn 
about, to make a Bow, to fit, or to ſtand, or walk, 
and the like. Then I took down the Sentence in Wri- 
ting. He ſhewed me alſo, in one of his Books, the 
Figures of the Sun, Moon, and Stars, the Zodiac, the 
Tropics, and Polar Circles, together with the Deno- 
minations of many Figures of Planes and Solids. He 
pave me the Names and Deſcriptions of all the muſical 

nſtruments, and the general 'Terms of Art in Playing 
on each of them. After he had left me, I placed all 
my Words, with their Interpretations, in alpllabetical 
Order. And thus, in a few Days, by the Help of a 
very faithful Memory, I got ſome Infight into their 
Language. | 


The Word, which I interpret the Fling or Floating 


Hand, is, in the Original, Laputa, whereof I could 
never learn the true Etymology. Lap, in the old ob- 
ſolete Language, figuificth High, and Untuh, a Gower- 
nor, from which they ſay, by Corruption, was deri- 


ved Laputa, from Lopuniuh. But I do not approve cf 


this Derivation, which ſeems to be a little ſtrained. I 
ventured to offer to the Learned among them a Con- 


jecture of my own, that Luputa was guoſs Lap du; 


Lap ſignifying properly the Dancing of che Sun-beam: 
in the Sea, and ozted, a M ing; which, however, I fia'l 
not obtrude, but ſubmit to the judicious Reader. 


Thoſe to whom the Eing kad entruſted me, abſerv- 


„ EX = * * * 3 
ng how ill I was clad, ordered a Tay lor to come nes: 
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Morning, and take my Meaſure for a Suit of Clothes. 


This Operator did his Office after a different Manner 


from thoſe of his Trade in Europe. He firſt took my 
Altitude by a Quadrant, and then, with Rule and 
Compaſſes, deſcribed the Dimenſions and Out-Lines of 
my whole Body, all which he entered upon Paper, and 


in ſix Days brought my Clothes very ill made, and 


quite our of hope by happening to miſtake a Figure 
in the Calculation. But my 38. was, that I ob- 
ſerved ſuch Accidents very frequent, and little re- 


| garded. 


During my Confinement for want of Clothes, and 
by an Indiſpoſition that held me ſome Days longer, I 
much enlarged my Dictionary; and, when I went 
next to Court, was able to underſtand many Things 
the King ſpoke, and to return him ſome Kind of An- 
ſwers. His Majeſty had given Orders that the Iſland 
inould move North. eal and by eaſt, to the vertical 
Point over Lagado, the Metropolis of the whole King- 


dom below upon the firm Earth. It was about ninety 


Leagues diſtant, and our Voyage laſted four Days and 
an half. I was not in the leaſt ſenſible of the progret- 

five Motion made in the Air by the Iſland. On the 
ſecond Morning, about eleven a Clock, the King him- 
ſelf, in Perſon, attended by his Nobility, Courtiers, 
and Officers, having prepared all their muſical Inftru- 
ments, played on them for three Hours, without In- 
termittion, ſo that I was quite ſtunned with the Noite ; 
neither could I poiſibly gueſs the Meaning, till my 
Tutor informed me. He faid, that the Feople of their 
Iſland had their Lars adapted to hear the Muſic of the 
Spheres, which always ptayed at certain Periods, and 
the Court was now prepared to bear their Part, in what- 
erer Inſtrument they molt excelled. 

In our Journey towards Logade, the capital City, 
his Majeſty ordered that the Iſland ſhould ttop ov er 


certain Towns and Villages, from whence he m: ght 


receive the Petitions of his Subjects. And, to this Pur- 


poſę, fereral Packthreads were let down, with ſmall 
: W eig hits 
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Weights at the Bottom. On theſe Packthreads the 


| their Petitions, which mounted up dire&- 
y. Mee Iran of Paper faſtened by 


at 
che End of the String that holds their Kite. Some- 


ES TS Pn nen be, vh 
2 
edge I Thad in Mathematicks, gave me 


The Know 
Afüſtance in acquiring their Phraſcology, which 
nded much upon 3 and Muſic; and, in 
the latter, I was not unſkilled. Their Ideas are per- 


petually converſant in Lines and Figures. If they 


would, for Example, praiſe the Beauty of a Woman, 
or any other Animal, they deſcribe it by Rhombe, Cir- 
cles, Parallelograms, Ellipſes, and other 
Terms, or by Words of Art drawn from Mage, es- 
3 defs here to repeat. I obſerved, in the King's Kitchen, 
All Sorts of mathematical and muſical Inftruments, af 
ter the Figures of which they cut up the Joints that were 
ferved to his Majeſty's Table. 


Their Houſes are very ill built, the Walls bevil, 


without one Right-Angle in any A and this 
Defect ariſeth from the Contempt they bear to. practi- 
cal Geometry, which they deſpiſe as vulgar and me- 


chanic, thoſe Inſtructions they give being 2 | 


I i 
trous enough upon a Piece of Paper fa the Manage- 
ment of the Rule, the Pencil, and the Divider, yet, in 
the common Actions and Behaviour of Life, I have not 
CI oo HON on ay Pt 

nor upon 
all other Subjefts, except thoſe of Mathematics and 
Muſic. They are very bad Reaſoners, and vehemently 
given to Oppoſition, unleſs when they to be of 
the right Opinion, which is ſeldom their Imagi- 
nation, Fancy, and Invention, they are wholly Stran- 
gers to, nor have any Words in their Language, by 


— which thoſe Ideas can be expreſſed ; the — 


Fee r fl «4 þ @& © eee eff oe os” Lo. N 
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of their Thoughts and Mind ſhot up within 
2 . * 


eve Inch of aFary 
Ware 
berg mr — 2 — 
though I could never diſcover the leaſt 
; unleſs thoſe Yeople 
that, decauſe he ſmalleſt Circle hath as many 
therefore the Regulation and 
— af Wal rogue no more Abilities, 
than the Handling and Turning of a Globe: But I ra- 


That the Face of the Sun 
ed with its own Effluvia, and 


give no more Light to the World. That the Earth 


very narrowly eſcaped a Bruſh from the Tail of the laſt 


Hows | 
Degree of the Sun (as by ther Caleulaions they have 


i 
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seed iuleaniee Dame of ee 
thouſand Times more intenſe, than that of red 


glowing 
ry a blazing 
Miles long; — — Earth ſhould paſs at 


the Diſtance pf one hundred thouſand Miles from the 


| Nucleus, or main Body of the Comet, it muſt in its Paſ- 
age be tn ie, and en to Aſhes. That the 


— — 

. which muſtbe attended with the Deſtraction 
of this Earth, ONO DER Hon Rozen 
Light from it. 

— and the like i pending Dangers, 
henſions e im that 
they can neither ſleep quietly in their Beds, nor have 
any Reliſh for the common Pleaſures or Amuſements of 
Life. When they meet an A e in the Morn- 
ing, the firſt 
he looked at Ais and Riſing, and what Hopes 
they have to avoid the Stroke of the approaching Co- 
met. This Converſation they are apt to run into with 
the ſame Temper that Boys diſcover, in delighting to 
hear terrible Stories of Sprries and: —— which 
they greedily liſten to, and dare not go to Bed for 
Fear 


The Women of the Iſland have Abundance of vi 


vacity ; they contemn their Huſbands, and are exceed- 

ly fond of + 
| Number from the Continent below, attending 
at Court, either upon Affairs of the ſeveral Towns and 
Corporations, or their own particular Occaſions, but 
are much deſpiſed, becauſe they want the fame Endow- 


ments. Among theſe; the Ladies chuſe their Gallants : 


But the Vexation ia, that they act with too much Eaſc 
and Security, for the Huſband is always ſo _— 
culation, that the Miſtreſs and Lover may 

66 he be bu 


, wc 


its Rays without any Nutriment = 
uin be wholly conſamed and an- 


y alarmed with the Appre- 


cquaintanc 
Queſtion is about the Sun's Health, how 


, Whereof there is always a con- 
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ided with 
lapper at his Side. 

The Wives and Da 


to the Iſland, although I think it the moſt delicious 
Spot of Ground in the World; and although they live 


here in the greateſt Plenty and Magnificence, and are 
allowed to do whatever they pleaſe, they long to ſee 


the World, and take the Diverſions of the Metropolis, 


which they are not allowed to do, without a particular 
Licence from the King; and this is not eaſy to be ob- 
tained, becauſe the People of Quality have found oy 
frequent Experience, how hard it is to perſuade their 

Women to return from below. I was told, that a great 
Court Lady, who had ſeveral Children, is married to 
the Prime Miniſter, the richeſt Subject in the Kingdom, 
a very graceful Perſon, extremely fond of her, and 
lives in the fineſt Palace of the Iſland, went down to 
Lagads, on the Pretence of Health, there hid herſelf for 
| ſeveral Months, till the King ſent a Warrant to ſearch 
for her, and ſhe was found in an obſcure Eating Houſe 


all in Rags, having pawned her Clothes to maintain an 


old deformed Footman, who beat her every Day, and 
from whoſe Company ſhe was taken much againſt her 
Will. And although her Huſband received her with 
all poſſible Kindneſs, and without the leaſt Reproach, 
ſhe ſoon after contrived to ſteal down again with all her 


ſewels, to the ſame Gallant, and hath not been heard 


of ſince. 


This may perhaps paſs with the Reader rather for an 
European or Engliſh Story, than for one of a Country 
ſo remote. But he may pleaſe to conſider, that the 
Caprices of Women-kind are not limited by any Cli- 


mate, or Nation, and that they are much more uniform 
than can be eaſily imagined. 


In about a Month 'Time, I had made a tolerable 


Proficiency in their — and was able to anſwer 
moſt of the King's ions, when I had the Honour 
to attend him. His Majeſty diſcovered not the leaſt 
Curioſity to enquire into the Laws, Government, Hif- 

tory, 


Paper and Implements, and without his 
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che Regi jon of Clouds and Vapours, he can prevent the 
— Dews and Rains whenever he pleaſes. Per 


Falling 
the higheſt Clouds cannot riſe above two Miles, as Na- 


turaliſts agree, at leſt they were never known | to do ſo 


in that Country. 
At the Centre of the Iſland there is a Chat m about 


fiſty Yards in Diameter, from whence the Aſtronomers 


deſcend into a large Dome, which is therefore called 
Flandona Gagnele, or the Aftronomer's Cave, ſituated at 
the Depth of a hundred Yards, beneath the upper Sur- 
face of the Adamant. In this Cave are twenty Lamps 
continually burning, which, from the Reflections of the 
Adamant, caſt a ſtrong Light into every Part. The 
Place is ſtored with great Variety of Sextants, Qua- 


drants, Teleſcopes, Aﬀtrolabes, and other aſtronomical 
Inſtruments. Bur the greateſt Curiofity, upon which 


the Fate of the Iſland depends, is a Loadſtone of a pro- 


digious Size, in 8 reſembling a Weaver's Shuttle. 


It is in fix Vards, and, in the thickeſt Part, at 
wy three Yards over. This Magnet is ſuſtained by 

ery ſtrong Axle of Adamant paſſing through its Mid- 
Fey's upon which it plays, and is poiſed ſo exactly, that 
the weakeſt Hand can turn it. It is hooped round with 
an hollow Cylinder of Adamant, four Feet deep, 43 


many thick, and twelve Yards in Diameter, placed ho- 


rizontally, and fu by eight adamantihe Feet, 
each fix Yards high. In the Middle of tlie concave 
Side there is a Groove twelve Inches deep, in which 
the Extremities of the Axle are lodged, and turned 
round as there is Occafion. 


The Stone cannot be moved from its Place by any 


Force, becauſe the Hoop and its Feet are one continued 


Fiece with that Bod of Adamant which conftitutes the 


Bottom of the 
By Means of this Loadftone; the Iſland is made to 


riſe and fall, and move from one Place to other. 


| For, with Reſpect to that Part of the Earth over which 
the Monarch preſides, the Stone is endued at one of 
r and at the other with 
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a repulſive. Upon placing the Magnet erect, with its 
attracting End towards the Earth, the !{land deſcends ; 
but, when the repci:ing Exiremity points downwards, 
the ſland mor gts directly upwards. When the Poſi- 
tion of the Stone is oblique, the Motion of the 11and 
is ſo too. For, in this Magnet, the Forces always act 

in Lines parallel to its Direction. 

By this oblique Motion, the I ſland is conveyed to dif- 
ferent Parts of the Monarch's Dominions. To explain 
the Manner of its Progreſs, let A B repreſent a Line 
drawn croſs the Dominions of Balnibarbi, let the Line 
cd repreſent the Loadſtone, of which let be the re- 
pelling End, and c the attracting End, the Ifland be- 
ing over C; let the Stone be placed in the Poſition c 4, 
with its repelling End downwards; then the Iſland will 
be driven upwards obliquely towards D. When it is 
arrived at D, let the Stone be turned upon its Axle till 
its attracting End points towards E, and then the Iſland 
will be carried obliquely towards E; where, if the 
Stone be again turned upon its Axle, till it ſtands in 
the Poſition E F, with its repelling Point downward, 
the Iſland will riſe obliquely towards F, where, by di- 
recting the attracting End towards G, the Iſland may 
be carried to G, and from G to H, by turning the Stone, 
fo as to make its repelling Extremity point directly 
downward. And thus, by changing the Situation of 
the Stone as often as there is Occaſion, the 1and is 
is made to riſe and fall by Turns in an oblique Di- 
reftion, and by thoſe alternate Riſings and Fallings 
{the Obliquity being not conſiderable) is conveyed 
from one Part of the inions to the other. 
But it muſt be obſerved, that this Iſland cannot move 
beyond the Extent of the Dominions below, nor can it 
riſe above the Height of four Miles. For which the A- 
ſtronomers (who have written large Sy ſtems concerning 
the Stone) aſſign the following Reaſon: That the mag- 
_ netic Virtue dots not extend beybnd the Diſtance of 
four Miles, and that the Mineral which acts upon the 
Stone in the Bowels of the Earth, and in 2 
1 bout 
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about fix Leagues diſtant from the Shore, is not diffuſed 


through the whole Globe, but terminated with the Li- 


mits of the King's Dominions; and it was eaſy, from 
the great Advantage of ſuch a ſuperior Situation, for 


4 Prince to bring under lris Obedience, whatever Coun- 
try lay within the Attraction of that Magnet. 

When the Stone is put parallel to the Plane of the 
Horizon, the Ifland ſtandeth ftill ; for, in that Caſe, 
the Extremities of it, being at equal Diſtance from the 
Earth, act with equal Force, the one in drawing down- 
wards, the other in puſhing upwards, and conſequently 
no Motion can enſue. | 

This Load-ſtone is under the Care of certain Aſtro- 


nomers, who, from Time to Time, give it ſuch Poſt- 


tions as the Monarch dire&s. They ſpend the greateſt 
Part of their Lives in obſerving the celeſtial Bodies, 


which they do by the Aſſiſtance of Glaſſes, far excel- | 


ling ours in Goodneſs. For, although their largeſt Te- 
leſcopes do not exceed three Feet, they magnify much 
more than thoſe of an hundred among us, and, at the 
ſame Time, ſhew the Stars with greater Clearneſs. 


This Advantage hath enabled them to extend their 


Diſcoveries much farther than our Aſtronomers in Eu- 
rope; for they have made a Catalogue of Ten thouſand 

fixed Stars, whereas the largeſt of ours do not contain 
above one third Part of that Number. They have 
likewiſe diſcovered two leſſer Stars, or Satellites, which 
revolve about Mars, whereof the innermoſt is diſtant 
from the Center of the primary Planet, exactly three of 


his Diameters, and the outermoſt, five; the former re- 


volves in the Space of ten Hours, and the latter in 
twenty-one and an half; ſo that the Squares of their 
periodical Times are very near in the ſame Proportion 


with the Cubes of their Diſtance from the Center of 


Mars, which evidently ſhews them to be governed by 
the ſame Law of Gravitation, that influences the other 
heavenly Bodies. 
They have obſerved ninety-three different Comets, 
and ſettled their Periods with great Exactneſs, If > 
M 2: 
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be true and they affirm it with great Confidence) it is 
much to be wiſhed, that their Obſervations were made 
public, whereby the Theory of Comets, which at pre- 
ſent is very lame and defeQive, might be brought to 
the ſame Perfection with other Parts of Aſtronomy. 
The King would be the moſt abſolute Prince in the 
Univerſe, if he could but prevail on a Miriftry to join 
with him; but theſe having their Eſtates below on the 
Continent, and conſidering that the Office of a Fa- 
yourite hath a very uncertata Tenure, would never 
conſent to the enſlaving their Country. | 
If any Town ſhould engage in Rebellion or Mutiny, 
fall into violent Factions, or refuſe to pay the uſual 
Tribute, the King hath two Methads of reducing them 
to Obedience. The firſt and the mildeſt Courſe, is by 
keeping the Iſland hovering over ſuch a Town, and 
the Lands about it, whereby he can deprive them of 
the Benefit of the Sun and the Rain, and conſequently 
afflict the Inhabitants with Death and Diſeaſes. And, 
if the Crime deſerve it, they are at the ſame Time pelt- 
ed from above with great Stones, againſt which they 
have no Defence, but by creeping into Cellars or 
Caves, while the Reois of their Houſes are beaten to 
Pieces. But if they ſtill continue obſtinate, or offer to 
raiſe Inſurrections, he proceeds to the laſt Remedy, by 
letting the Iſland drop directly upon their Heads, which 
makes an univerial Deſtruction, both of Houſes and 
Men. However, thus is an Extremity to which the 
Prince is ſeldom driven, neither, indeed, is he willing 
to put it in Execution, nor dare kis Miniſters adviſe 
him to an Action, which, as it would render them odi- 
ous to the People, io it would be a great Damage to 
their own Eſtates, which lie all below, for the Iſland is 
the King's Demein. | 
But there is ftill, indeed, a more weighty Reaſon, 
why the Kings of this Country have been always a- 
verie from executing ſo terrible an Action, unleſs upon 
the utmoſt Neceflity. For, if the Town, intended to 
be deſtroyed, ſhould havg in it any tall Rocks, as it 
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generally falls out in the larger Cities, a Situation pro- 


bably choſen at firſt, with a View to prevent ſuch a 
Cataſtrophe ; ot, : 1. abound in high Spires, or Pillars 
of Stone, a fut den Fall might c danger the Bottom, 
or under Sur lace vi the Hand, which, although it con- 
fiſt, as I have laid, of one inrire Adamant, two hun- 
dred Yards :.c., night happen to crack by too great 
a Choque, vi burt, by approaching too near the Fires 
from the Huuics beic:y, as the Backs both of Iron and 
Stone wil! Hen do in our Chitrnies. Cb all this, the 
People are el. appriied, a. underſtand how far to 
carry their Obſtinacy, here their Liberty or Property 
is concert 1. And ti;: King, when he is higheſt pro- 
voked, and mot determined to preſs a City to Rub- 
biſh, order the Hand to deſcend with great Gentle- 
neſe, ou. of a Pretence of Tenderneſs to his People; 


but, indeed, for rear of breaking the adamantine Bot- 


tom; in which Caſe, it is the Opinion of all their Phi- 


loſophers, that the Loadſtone could no longer hold it 


up, and the whole Maſs would fall to the Ground. 
Ey a fundamental Law of this Realm, neither the 
King, nor eicher of his two elder Sons, are permitted to 
leave the Iſland, nor the Queen, till ſhe is paſt Child- 
bearing. 


—— 
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CHAP. IV. | 
The Author leaves Lapura, is conveyed to Balnibarbi, 
arrives rt the Metropolis. A Defeription of the 
Aetropalts, and the Country adjoining. The Au- 
thor haſpitably received by a great Lord, Hes 
Converſation with that Lord. 


 Lthough I cannot fay that I was ill- treated ti; 
K this land, yet, I muſt confeſs, I thought my- 
ſelf too much neglected, not witlont tome Degree of 
Contempt. For neither Princc not Feoplt 5ppeaied tw 
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be curious in any Part of Knowledge, except Mathe- 
matics and Muſic, wherein I was far their inferior, 
and upon that Account very little regarded. | 

On the other Side, after having ſeen all the Curio- 
ſities of the iſland, ] was very deſirous to leave it, be- 
ing heartily weary of thoſe People. They were, in- 
deed, excellent in two Sciences, for which | have great 
Eſteem, and wherein I am not unverſcd, but at the 
ſame Time ſo abſtracted and involved in Speculation, 
that I never met with ſuch diſagreeable Companions. 
J converſed only with Women, Tradeſmen, — 
and Court-Pages, during two Months of my Abode 
there; by which, at laſt, I rendered myſelf extremely 
contemptible; yet theſe were the only People from 
whom | could ever receive a reaſonable Anſwer. 

I had obtained, by hard Study, a good Degree of 
Knowledge in their Language; I was weary ot being 
confined to an !ſland, where I received fo little Coun- 
tenance, and reſolved to leave it with the firſt Oppor- 
tunity. | 
There was a great Lord at Court, nearly related to 

the King, ard, for that Realon alone, uſed with Re- 
ſpect. He was univerſally reckoned the moſt ignorant 
and ſtupid Pe: ſon among tiem. He had perſormed 
many eminent Services for he Crown, had great na- 
tural and acquired Parts, adorned wich Integrity and 
Honour, but ſo ill an Ear tor Muſic, that his Detractors 
reported he had been often known to beat Time in the 
wrong Place; neither could his Futors without ex- 
treme Difficukey, tcach him to demonitrate the molt ea- 
ſy Propofition in the Mathematics. He was pleaſed to 
ſhew me many Marks of Favour, often did me the 
Honour of a Viſit, defired to be informed in the At- 
*2irs of Europe, the Laws and Cutitoms, the Manners 
and Learning of the tereral Countries where I had tra- 
velted. Ie liſtened to mu with great Attention, and 
made very wife Obſervations on ail I ſpoke. He 
had two * attending him for State, but never 
mauve 
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made Uſe of them, except at Court, and in Vifits of 
Ceremony, and would always command them to with - 
draw, when we were alone together. 
L entreated this illuſtrious Perion to intercede in my 
Behalf wich his Majeſty for Leave to depart, which 
he accorving!y did, as he was pleaſed to tell me, with 
Regret: o, indeed, he had made me ſeveral Offers 
very ad vantageous, which, however, I refuſed with 
Expreiſions oi the higheſt Acknowledgment. 
On the 16 Day of Februar, I took Leave of his 
Majeſty and the Court. The King made me a Pre- 
ſent, to the Value of about two hundred Pounds Eng- | 
lib, and my Protector, his Kiniman, as much more, 5 
together with a Letter of Recommendation to a Friend | 
of his in Lagado, the Metropolis: The Iſland being 
then hovering over a Mountain about two Miles from 
it, I was let down from the loweſt Gallery, in the ſame 
Manner as I had been taken up. 
The Continent, as far as it is ſubject to the Monarch 
of the Flying [//and, pailes under the general Name of 
Balnibarbi ; and the Metropolis, as I ſaid before, is 
called Lagado. I felt ſome little Satisfaction in finding 
myſelf on firm Ground. I walked to the City without 
any Concern, being clad like one of the Natives, and F 
ſufficiently inſtructed to converſe with them. | ſoon 4 
found out the Perſon's Houſe to whom I was recom- 
mended, preſented my Letter from his Friend the 
Grandee in the iſland, and was received with much 
Kindneſs. This great Lord, whoſe Name was Munoa;, 
ordered me an Apartment in his own Houſe, where } 
continued during my Stay, and was entertained in a 
_ moſt hoſpitable Manner. | 
The next Morning after my Arrival, he took me in 
his Chariot to ſee the Town, which is about half the 
Bigneſs of London, but the Houſes very ſtrangely built, 
and moſt of them out of Repair. The People in the 
Streets walked faſt, looked wild, their Eyes — and 
were generally in Rags. We paſfed through one of 
MI 4 the 
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the Town Gates, and went about three Miles into the 


Country, where I ſaw many L. abourers working with 
ſeveral Sorts of Tools in the Ground, but was not able 
to conjecture what they were about; neither did 1 ob- 
ſerve any Expectation either of Corn or Grafs, al- 
though the Soil appeared to be excellent. I could not 
forbear admiring at theſe odd Appearances both in 
Town and Country; and I made bold to deſire my 
Conductor, that he would be pleaſed to explain to me 
what could be meant by io many buſy Heads, Hands, 
and Faces, both in the Streets and the Fields, becauſe 
I did not diſcover any good Effects they produced; 
but, on the contrary, | never knew a Soil io unhap- 
pily cultivated, Houſes ſo ill contrived, and ſo rumous, 
er a People whole Countenances and Habit expreſſed 
ſo much Miſery and Want. 

This Lord Munodi vias a Perſon of the firſt Rank, 
and had been ſome Years Governor of Lagaws ; but, 
by a Cabal of Minifters, was diſcharged for Inſufficien- 
cy. Howerer, the King treated him with Tenderneſs, 
25 a well- meaning Man, but of a low contemptible 
Underfanding, | 

When I gave that free Cenſure of the Cour try, and 
its Inhabitanis, he made ro further Aniwer, than by 
telling me, that l had not been long enough amon'r 
them to form a ſudgment; and that ihe different Na- 
tions of the World had different Cuſtoms ; witi: other 
common Topics to the fame Purpoie. But, when wr 
returned to his Palace, he aſted me how | led the 
Building, what Abiurdities J obſerved, and what {nr - 
rc! I Lad with the ref or Looks of his Dome! ic. 
Tis ke might ſaiuly do; becauſe every Thing avout 
him was magnificent, regular, and polite. l aniwercd 


that his Fxccllency's Prudence, Cuatiry, and Fortune, 
Lad exenpred him irem thoſe Defects which Foliy ar. 
Beggary nad produced ir bers. He aid, if Would 
g win him to bis Countr. Houle, about twenty Mittes 
«:fant, where his Etftate lay, there would be moi“ 
Ceiture for this Kind of Converſation, I teld his Ex 
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eellency that I was intirely at his Diſpoſal ; and ac- 
cordingly we ſet out next Morning. 

During our Journey, he made me obſerve the ſeve- 
ral Methods uſed by Farmers in managing their Lands; 
which, to me, were wholly unaccountable ; for, ex- 
cept in ſome very few Places, I could not diſcover one 
Ear of Corn, or Blade of Graſs. But, in three Hours 
travelling, the Scene was wholly altered; we came into 
a molt beautiful Country; Farmers Houſes at ſmall 
Diſtances, neatly built, the Fields encloſed, containing 
Vineyards, Corn-grounds, and Meadows. Neither do 
I remember to hav 2 tecn a more delightful Proſpect. 
His Exceilency © -rved my Countenance to clear up; 
| he told me, with a Sigh, that there his Eftate began, 

and woul continue the fame till we ſhould come to his 
Houle. That his Countrymen ridiculed and deſpiſed 


him for managing his Affairs no better, and for ſetting 


10 ill an Example to the Kingdom, which, however, 


was followed by very few, ſuch as were old and wil- 
ful, and weak: like himſelf, 


We came at lengch to the Houſe, . 


a roble Structure, built according to the beſt Rules of 


ancient Architecture. The F ountains, Gardens, Walka, 
Avenucs, and Groves, were all diſpoſed with exact 
judgment and Fane. I gave due fora to every 


Thing I faw, whereof his Excell:ncy took not the leaſt 


Notice, til after Supper; when, there being no third 
| Companicn, ke told me with a very melancholy Air, 
rnat ne doubted he muſt throw down his Houſes in 
Town and Country, to rebuild them after the preſent 
Mode, deſtroy all his Plantations, and ca? others into 
ſuch a Form as modern Uſage required; and give the 
ſame Directions to all his Tenants, anlets he would 
tubmit to incur the Centure of Pride „Zingularity, Af- 
feclation, Ignorance, Caprice, aud perhaps encrœaſe 
his Viazetty'> Hilpleaſure. 

That the Admiration J appeared 12 be under, would 
c®alc, or dimmwith, when Le avi formed me of ſome 
Particular, which probably Inter heard of at Court, 

| | the 
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the People there being too much taken up in their own 
— to have Regard to what paſ ed here be - 
low. | 

The Sum of his Diſcourſe was to this Effect: That, 
about forty Years ago, certain Perſons went up to La- 
puta, either upon Buſineſs or Diverſion, and after five 
Months Continuance, came back with a very little 
Smattering in Mathematics, but full of volatile Spirits, 
acquired in that airy Region. That theſe Perſons, 
upon their Return, began to diſlike the Management 
of every thing below, and fell into Schemes of put- 
ting all Arts, Sciences, Languages, and Mechanics, 
upon a new Foot. To this End they procured a Royal 
Patent for erecting an Academy of Projectors in La- 
gado; and the Humour prevailed ſo ſtrongly among 
the People, that there is not a Town of any Conſe- 
quence in the Kingdom, without ſuch an Academy. 
In theſe Colleges, the Profeſſor: contrive new Rules 
and Methode of Agriculture and Building, and new 


nſtruments and Tools for all Trades and Manufac- 


tures, whereby, as they undertake, one Man ſhall do 
the Work of ten, a Palace may be built in a Week, of 
Materials ſo durable, as to laſt for ever, without Re- 
_ pairing. All the Fruits of the Earth ſhall come to 
Maturity at whatever Seaſon we think fit to chuſe, and 
increaſe an hundred Fold more than they do at pre- 
ſent; with innumerable other happy Propoſals. The 
only Inconvenience is, that none of theſe Projects are 
yet brought to Perfection; and, in the mean Time, 
the whole Country lies miſerably waſte, the Houſes in 
Ruins, and the People without Food or Clothes. By all 
which, inſtead of being diſcouraged, they are fifty Times 
more violently bent upon proiecuting their Schemes, 
driven equally on by Hope and Deſpair: hat as for 
himſelt, being not of an enterprizing Spirit, he was con- 
tent to go on in the old Forms, to live in the Houſes 
His Anceitors had built, and act as they did in every Part 
of Life, without Innovation. That, fome {ew other 
Perſons of Quality and Gentry had done the ſame. 
5 but 
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put were looked on with an Eye of Contempt and II- 


will, as Enemies to Art, ignorant, and ill Common 
wealths- men, preferring their on Eaſe and Sloth, be - 


fore the general Improvement of their Country. 

His Lordſhip added, that he would not by any fur- 
ther Particulars prevent the Pleaſure I ſhould certainly 
take in viewing the grand Academy, whither he was 

reſolved I ſhould go. He only deſired me to obſerve 


a ruined Building upon the Side of a Mountain, about 


three Miles diſtant, of which he gave me this Account: 
That he had a very convenient Mill within half a Mile 
of his Houſe, turned by a Current from a large River, 
and ſufficient for his own Family, as well as a great 
Number of his Tenants. That, about ſeven Years ago, 
a Club of thoſe Projectors came to him, with Nepal 
to deſtroy this Mill, and build another on the Side of 
that Mountain, on the long Ridge whereof a long Ca- 
nal muſt be cut for a Repoſitory of Water, to be con- 


veyed up by Pipes and Engines to ſupply the Mill: 


Becauſe the Wind and Air upon a H eight agitated the 
Water, and thereby made it fitter for Motion: And 
becauſe the Water, deſcending down a Declivity, 

_ would turn the Mill with half the Current of a River, 


whoſe Courle is more upon a Level. He ſaid, that 


be ing then not very weil with the Court, and preſſed 
by many of his Friends, he complied with the Propo- 
fai; and, after employing an hundred Men for two 
Years, the Work miſcarricd, the Projectors went off, 
laying the Blame intirely upon him, railing at him ever 
ſince, and putting others upon the ſan e Experiment, 
with equal Aſſurance of Succeſs, as weil as equal Dit- 

appointment. | | 
In a few Days we came back to Town, and his Ex- 
celiency, conſidering the bad Character he had in the 
Academy, world not go with nic hirgſelf, but recom- 
mended me to a Friend of his to bear me Company 
thither. My Lord was pleaſcd to repreſent me as a 
great Admirer of Projects, and a Ferion of much Cu- 
TAY, ad eaſy Pelief; Which, indeed, was not with- 
| Cut 
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out Truth; for T had myſe!f been a Sort of Projector wt: 
my younger Days, 


CHAP. V. 
The Author permiited to ſes the grand Academy «of 
Lagado. The Academn: A largely aſe ribed. Thc 
Arts wherein the Profeſſors employ themſolves. 


HIS Academy ige not an iatire ſingle Duilding, 
but a Continuation of ſeveral Houtes on boch 
Sides of a Street, which, growing waſte, was purcuafed, 
and applied to that Uſe. 
| was received very kindly by the Warden, ar 
went for many Days to the Academy. Every e 
hath in it one or more Projectors; and, I believe, 1 
could not be in fewer than fue hundred Rooms. 
The firſt Man I faw was of a meagre Aſpect, with 


Tooty Far nds and Face, his Hair and Beard lo Ng, rag- 


ved and finged in ſeveral Places. His Clothes, Shirt, 


and Skin, were all of tae {ame Colour. He nad been 


eight Tears vpon a Project for extracting Sun-beams 
out of Cucumbers, which were to be put into V ials 
hermeucally ſealed, and let out to warm the Air in raw 
inclement Summers. He told me, he did not doubt, 
in eight Years more, ke ſhould be able to ſupply the 
Governor” s Gardens with Sun-ſhine at a reaionable- 

Rate; but he complained that his Stock was low, and 
entreated me to give him ſomeching as an Encourage 

men to !n7enuty, eſpecially ſince oe had been a very 


dar Scaton for Cucumbers. I made him a friaall Pre- 


ient, for my Lord had forniched me with Money on 
Purpoſe, becauſe he knew their Practice of begging 
from all who go 8 ſee thiem. 
| went into another Chamber, but was ready to ba- 
fen back, being almoſt overcome with a horrihe dt. ink. 
17 Conductor preied me forward, conjuring ud, 5 
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a Whiſper, to give no Offence, which would be highly 
reſented, and therefore I durſt not fo much as ſtop my 
Noſe. The Projector of this Cell was the moſt antiene 
Student of the Academy; his Face and Beard were of 
a pale Yellow ; his Hands and Clothes dawbed over 
with Filth. When I was preſented to him, he gave 
me a cloſe Embrace (a Compliment I could well have 
excuſcd.) His Employment, from his firſt coming 
into the Academy, was an Operation to reduce human 
Excrement to its original Food, by ſeparating the ſe- 
veral Parts, removing the Tincture which it receives 
from the Gall, making the Ordure exhale, and ſcum- 
ming of the Saliva He had a weekly Allowance 
from the Society, of a Veſſel filed with human Ordure, 
about the Bigneſs of a Briſtol Barrel. 
I ſaw another at Work, to calcine Ice into Gun- 
powder, who likewiſe ſhewed me a Treatiſe he had 
written concerning the Malleabllity of Fire, which he 
intended to publiſh. 
There was a molt ingenious Architect, who had con- 
trived a new Method for building Houſes, by begin- 
ning at the Roof, and working downwards to the Foun- 
dation, which he juſtified to me, by the like Practice 
of thoſe two prudent Inſects, the Bee and the Spider. 
There was a Man born blind, who had {everal Ap- 
prentices in his own Condition: Their Employment 
was to mix Colours for Painters, which their Maſter 
taught them to diſtinguiſh by Feeling and Smelling. It 
was, indeed. my Misfortune, to find them, at that 
Time, not very perfect in their Leſſons, and the Pro- 
fenor himſelf happened to be genctally miſtaken : 
This Arrift is much encouraged and eſteemed by the 
whole Fraternity. | 
In another Apartment, I was kighly pleaſed with a 
Projector, who had found a Device of Plowing the 
Ground with Hogs, to fave the Charges of Ploughs, 
Cattle, and Labour. The Method is this: In an Acre 
of Crcund, you bury, at ſix Inches Diitance, and eigha 
deep, a Quantity of Acorns, Dates, Cheſnuts, and 
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other Maſte, or Vegetables, whereof theſe Animals are 
fondeſt: Then you drive fix hundred, or more of 
them, into the Field, where, in few Da s, they will 
root up the whole Ground in Search of their Food, 

and * * it fit for Sowing, at the ſame Time manur- 
ing it with their Dung ; it is true, upon Experiment, 
they found the Charge and Trouble v. very great, and 
they had little or no Crop. However, it is not doubt- 
ed, ff this Invention may be capable n 
provement. 

I went into another Room, where the Walls and 
Ceiling were all hung round with Cobwebs, except a 
narrow Paſſage for the Artift to go in and out. At 
my Entrance, he called aloud to me not to diſturb his 
Webs. He lamented the fatal Miſtake the World had 
been ſo long in ufing Silk-worms, while we had ſuch 
Plenty of domeſtic Inſects, who infinitely excelled the 
former, becauſe they underſtood how to weave, as well 
as ſpin. And he propoſed farther, that, by employing 
Spiders, the Charge of dying Silks would be wholly 
ſaved ; whereof I was fully 2 when he ſhew- 
ed me a vaſt Number of Flies moſt beautifully colour- 
ed, wherewith he fed his Spiders aſſuring us, that the 
Webs would take a Tincture from them; and, as he 
| had them of all Hues, he hoped to fit every Bodys 
Fancy, as ſoon as he could find proper Food for the 
Flies, of certain Gums, Oils, and other glutinous Mat- 
ter, togivea Strength and Confiftence to the Threads. 
There was an Aſtronomer, who had undertaken to 
Place a Sun-dial upon the great Weather-cock on the 
> own- houle, by auftia g the annual and diurnal Mo- 
tions of the Earth and In ſo as to anſwer and coin- 
cide with all accidental Turnings of the Wind. 

I was complaining of a ſmall Fit of the Colic, upon 
which my Conductor led me into a Room, wheur Fl 
great Phy ſician reſided, who was famous for curing that 

iſeaſe by contrary Operations from the ſame Inſtru- 

ment. He had a large Pair of Bellows, with a long 
flender Muzzle of Ivory. "This he ee e 
nche 
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Inches up the Auus, and, drawing in the Wind, he af- 
firmed he could make the Guts as lank as a dried Blad- 
der. But, when the Diſeaſe was more ſtubborn and vio- 
lent, he let in the Muzzle while the Bellows were full 
of Wind, which he diſcharged into the Body of the 
Patient; then withdrew the Inſtrument to repleniſh it, 
clapping his Thumb ſtrongly againſt the Orifice of the 
Fundament; and, this being repeated three or four 
Times, the adventitious Wind would ruſh out, bring- 
ing the noxious along with it (like Water put into a 
Pump) and the Patient recover. I ſaw him try both 
Experiments upon a Dog, but could not diſcern ax 
Efe from the former. After the latter, the Auimal 
was ready to burſt, and made ſo violent a Diſcharge, 
as was very offenſive to me and my Companions. The 
Dog died on the Spot, and we left the Doctor endea- 
vouring to recover him by the ſame Operation. 
viſited many other Apartments, but ſhall not trou- 
ble my Reader with all the Curioſities I obſerved, be- 
ing ſtudious of Brevity. X 
1 had hitherto ſeen only one Side of the Academy, 
the other being appropriated to the Advancers of ſpe- 
culative Learning, of whom 1 ſhall ſay ſomething, 
when I have mentioned one illaftrious Perſon more, 
who is called, among them, the univerſal Artiſt, He 
told us, he had been thirty Years employing his 
Thougats for the improvement of human Lite. He 
had two large Rooms full of wonderful Curioſities, and 
fifty Men at Work. Some were condenſing Air into a 
dry tangible Subſtance, oy extracting the Nitre, and 
letting the aqueous or fluid Particles percolate ; others 
ſoftening Marble for Pillows and Pincuſhions ; ochers 
— ying the Hooſs of a living Horſe, to preſerve 
em from foundering. The Azrift himſelf was at that 
Time buty upon two great Deiigns ; the firſt to fow 
Land wich Chaff, wherein he affirmed the true ſeminal 
Virtue to be contained, as he demonſtrated by ſeveral 
Experiments, which I was not ſcilful enough to com 
prebhend. The other was, by a certain Compoſition of 
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Gums, Minerals, and Vegetables, outwardly applied, 
to prevent the Growth of Wool upon two young 
Lambs; and he hoped, in a reaſonable Time, to pro- 
pagate the Breed of naked Sheep all over the King- 

dom. | 
We croſſed a Walk to the other Part of the Acade- 
my, where, as I have already ſaid, the Projectors in 

Speculative Learning refided. Ea 

The firſt Profeſſor I ſaw, was in a very large Room, 
with forty Pupils about him. After Salutation, obſer- 
ving me to look earneſtly upon a Frame, whick took up 
the greateſt Part of both the Length and Breadth of the 
Room, he ſaid, perhaps I might wonder to ſee him 
employed in a Project for improving Speculative Know- 
ledge by practical and mechanical Operations. But 
the World would ſoon be ſenſible of its Uſefulneſs ; and 
he flattered himſelf, that a more noble exalted Thought 
never ſprang in any other Man's Head. Every one 
knew how laborious the uſual Method is of attaining 
to Arts and Sciences; whereas, by his Contrivance, 
the moſt ignorant Perſon, at a reaſonable Charge, and 
with a little bodily Labour, may write Books in Philo- 
ſophy, Poetry, Politics, Law, Mathematics, and Theo- 
logy, without the leaſt Aſſiſtance from Genius or Study. 
He then led me to the Frame, about the Sides whereof, 
all his Pupils ſtood in Ranks. It was twenty Feet 
{quare, placed in the Middle of the Room. The Su- 

perficies was compaſed of ſeveral Bits of Wood, about 
the Bigneſs of a Dye, but ſome larger than others. 
They were all linked together by ſlender Wires. Thete 
Bits of Wood were covered on every Square with Pa- 
paſted on them; and on theſe Papers were written 
all the Words of their Language in their ſeveral Mood, 
Tenſes, and Declenſions; but without any Order. 
The Profeſſor then deſired me to obſerve, for he was 
going to ſet his Engine at Work. The Pupils, at his 
Command, took each of them hold of an Iron Han- 
dle, whereof there were forty fixed round the Edges 
of the Frame; and, giving them a ſudden Twas 
5 9 | whole 
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whole Diſpoſition of the Words was intirely changed. 
He then commanded ſix and thirty of the Lads to read 
the ſeveral Lines ſoftly, as they appeared upon the 
Frame; and, where they found three or four Words 
together that might make Part of a Sentence, they 
dictated to the four remaining Boys who were Scribes. 
This Work was repeated three or four Times, and at 
every Turn, the Engine was ſo contrived, that the 
Words ſhifted into new Places, as the ſquare Bits of 
Wood moved upſide down. 

Six Hours a Day the young Students were employed 
in this Labour, and the Profeſſor ſhewed me ſeveral 
Volumes in large Folio already collected, of broken 
Sentences, which he intended to piece together; and, 
out of thoſe rich Materials, to give the World a com- 
pleat Body of all Arts and Sciences; which, however, 
might be ſtill improved, and much expedited, if the 
Public would raiſe a Fund for making and employing 
five hundred ſuch Frames in Lagado, and oblige the 
Managers to contribute in common their ſeveral Col- 
lections. DH . | 

He aſſured me, that this Invention had employed all 
his Thoughts from his Youth ; that he had emptied 
the whole Vocabulary into his Frame, and made the 
ſtricteſt Computation of the general Proportion there is 
in Books between the Numbers of Particles, Nouns, 
and Verbs, and other Parts of Speech. 

I made my humbleſt Acknowledgment to this il - 
luſtrious Perſon for his great Communicativeneſs; and 
promiſed, if ever I had the good Fortune to return to 
my native Country, that I would do him Juſtice, as 
the ſole Inventor of this wonderful Machine; the Form 
and Contrivance of which I deſired Leave to delineate 
upon Paper, as in the Figure here annexed. I told 
him, although it were the Cuſtom of our Learned in 
Europe to ſteal Inventions from each other, who had 
thereby, at leaſt, this Advantage, that it became a 
Controverſy which was the right Owner, yet I 8 
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take ſuch Caution, that he ſhould have the Honour in- 
tire, without a Rival. 
We next went to the School of Languages, where 
three Profeſſors ſat in Conſultation upon improving 
of their own Country. LT 
The firſt Project was to ſhorten Diſcourſe, by cutting 
Polyſy llables into one, and leaving out Verbs and Par- 
ticiples; becauſe, in Reality, all Things imaginable are 
but Nouns. 
The other Project was a Scheme for intirely abo- 


liſhing all Words whatſoever; and this was urged as a 


_ Advantage in Point of Health, as well as Brevity. 
or it is plain, that every Word we ſpeak is, in ſome 


Degree, a Diminution of our Lungs by Corroſion ; and 
conſequently contributes to the ſhortening of our Lives. 


An Expedient was therefore offered, that ſince Words 
are only Names for Things, it would be more conve- 
nient for all Men to carry about them ſuch Things as 
were neceſſary to expreſs the particular Buſineſs they 
are to diſcourſe on. And this Invention would cer- 
tainly have taken Place, to the great Eaſe, as well as 
Health of the Subject, if the Women, in Conjunction 


with the Vulgar and Illiterate, had not threatened to 


raiſe a Rebellion, unleſs they might be allowed the Li- 
berty to ſpeak with their Tongues, after the Manner 
of their Fore-fathers ;ſuch conſtant irreconcileable Ene- 
mies to Science are the common People. However, 
many of the moſt learned and wiſe adhere to the new 
Scheme of expreſſing themſelves by Things ; which hath 


only this Inconvenience attending it, that if a Man's 


Buſineſs be very great and, of various Kinds, he muſt 


be obliged, in Proportion, to carry a greater Bundle of 


Things upon his Back, unleſs he can afford one or two 
ſtrong Servants to attend him. I have often beheld two 
of thoſe Sagesalmoſt ſinking under the Weight of their 
Packs, like Pedlars among us ; who, when they met in 
the Streets, would lay down their Loads, open their 
Sacks, and hold Converſation for an Hour together ; 


then 
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then put up their Implements, help each other to re- 
ſume their Burthens, and take their Leave. 

But. for ſhort Converſations, a Man may carry Im- 
plements in his Pockets, and under his Arms, enough 
to ſupply him; and in his Houſe he cannot be at a 


Loſs. Therefore the Room where Company meet, 


who practiſe this Art, is full of all 27 ready at Hand, 
requiſite to furniſh Matter for this Kind of artificial 
Converſe. Fe . 

Another great Advantage, propoſed by this Inven- 
tion, was, that it would ſerve as an univerial Language, 
to be underſtood in all civilized Nations, whoſe Goods 
and Utenſils are generally of the ſame Kind, or near- 
ly reſembling, ſo that their Uſes might eafiily be com- 
prehended. And thus Ambaſſadors would be qualified 
to treat with foreign Princes, or Miniſters of State, to 
whoſe Tongues they were utter Strangers. 

I was at the Mathematical School, where the Maſter 
taught his Pupils after a Method ſcarce imaginable to 
us in Europe. The Propoſition aud Demonſtration 
were fairly written on a thin Wafer, with Ink com- 
poſed of a cephalic Tincture. This the Student was 
to ſwallow upon a faſting Stomach, and for three Days 
following eat nothing but Bread and Water. As the 
Wafer digeſted, the Tincture mounted to his Brain, 
bearing the Propoſition along wich it. Put the Succeſs 
hath not hitherto been anſwerable, partly by ſome Er- 
ror in the 2uartum or Compoſition, and partly by the 
Perverſeneſs of Lads; to whom this Bolus is fo nauſe- 
ous, that they generally Real aſide, and diſcharge it up- 


wards, before it can operate; neither have they been 


yet perſuaded to uſe fo long an Abſtinence as the Pre- 
{cription requires, 35 
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A further Account of the Academy. The Author pro- 
poſes ſome Improvements, which are henourably 
received. | 


N the School of Political Projectors, I was but ill 
entertained ; the Profeſſors appearing, in my Judg- 
ment, wholly out of their Senſes ; which is a Scene that 
never fails to make me melancholy. Theſe unhappy 
People were propoſing Schemes for perſuading Mo- 
narchs to chute Favourites upon the Score of their Wiſ⸗ 
dom, Capacity, and Virtue; of teaching Miniſters to 
conſult the Public Good; of rewarding Merit, great 
Abilities, and eminent Services; of inſtructing Princes 
to know their true Intereſt, by placing it on the ſame 
Foundation with that of their People; of chuſing for 
Employments Perſons qualified to exerciſe them; with 
many other wild impoſſible C mæras, that never enter- 
ed before into the Heart of Man to conceive; and con- 
firmed in me the old Obſervation, that there is nothing 
ſo extravagant and irrational which ſome Philoſophers 

have not maintained for Truth. 
But, however, I ſhall fo far do Juſtice to this Part 
of the Academy, as to acknowledge that all of them 
were not ſo viſionary. There was a moſt ingenious 
Doctor, who ſeemed to be perfectly verſed in the whole 
Nature and Syſtem of Government. This illuſtrious 
Perſon had very uſefully employed his Studies in find- 
ing out effectual Remedies for all Diſeaſes and Cor- 
ruptions, to whicu the ſeveral Kinds of public Admi- 
niſtration are ſubject, by the Vices or Infirmities of 
thoſe who govern, as well as by the Licentiouſneſs of 
thoſe who are to obey. For Inſtance; whereas all 
Writers and Reaſoners have agreed, that there is a 
firi& univerſal Reſemblance between the Natural and 
the Political Body ; can there be any thing more evi- 
dent, than that the Health of both muſt be preſerved, 
| and 
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and the Diſeaſes cured by the ſame Preſcriptions ; It is 
allowed, that Senates and great Councils are often trou- 
bled with redundant, ebullient, and other peccant Hu- 
mours ; with many Diſeaſe; of the Head, and more of 
the Heart; with ſtrong Convulſicas, with grievous 
Cantractions of the Nerves and Sinewes in both Hands, 
but eſpecially the Right : With Spleen, Flatus, Verti- 
os, and Deliriums ; with Scrophulous 'Tumours full of 
tid purulent Matter; with ſour frothy Ructations, 
with canine Appetites and Crudeneſs of Digeſtion, be- 
ſides many others needleſs to mention. This Doctor, 
therefore, propoſed, that, upon the Meeting of a Se- 
nate, certain Phyſicians ſhould attend at the three firſt 
Days of their Sitting, and, at the Cloſe of each Day's 
Debate, feel the Pulſes of every Senator; after 
which, having maturely conſidered, and conſulted up- 
on the Nature of the ſeveral Maladies, and the Methods 
of Cure, they ſhould on the fourth Day return to the 
 Senate-houſe, attended by their Apothecarics, ſtored with 
proper Medicines ; and, before the Members fat, ad- 
miniſter to each of them Lenitives, Aperitives, Abſter- 
fives, Corroſives, Reſtringents, Palliatives, Laxatives, 
Cephalalgics, Icterics, Apophlegmatics, Acouſtics, as 
their ſeveral Caſes required; and, according as theſe 
Medicines ſhould operate, repeat, alter, or omit them 
at the next Meeting. 7 | 5 
This Project could not be of any great Expence to 
the Public; and would, in my poor Opinion, be of 
much Uſe for the Diſpatch of Buſineſs in thoſe Coun- 
tries, where Senates have any Share in the Legiſlative 
Power ; beget Unanimity, ſhorten Debates, open a few 
Mouths which are now cloſed, and cloſe many more 
which are now open; curb the Petulancy of the Young, 
and correct the Poſitiveneſs of the Old, rouze the Stu- 
pid, and damp the Pert. 
Again; becauſe it is a general Complaint, that the 
Favourites of Princes are troubled with ſhort and weak 
Memories; the ſame Doctor propoſed, that whoever 
attended a firſt Miniſter, after having told his Buſineſs, 
N 3 wich 
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with the utmoſt Brevity, and in the plaineſt Words, 
ſhould, at his Departure, give the ſaid Minifter a Tweak 
by the Noſe, or a Kick in the Belly, or tread on his 
Corns, or lug him thrice by both Ears, or run a Pin in- 
to his Breech, or pinch his Aria black and blue, to pre- 
vent Forgetfulneſs: And, at every Levee Day, repeat 
the ſame Operation, till the Buſineſs were done, or ab- 
ſolutely refuſed. 85 | 
Fe likewiſe directed, that every Senator in the great 
Council of a Nation, after he had delivered his Opi- 
nion, and argued in the Detence of it, ſhould be ob- 
liged to give his Vote directly contrary ; becauſe, if 
that were done, the Reſult would infallibly terminate in 
the Good of the Public. | 
When Parties in a State are violent, he offered a 
wonderful Contrivance to reconcile them. The Me- 
thod is this : You take an hundred Leaders of each 
Party; you diſpoſe them into Couples of ſuch whoſe 
Heads are neareſt of a Size; then let two nice Opera- 
tors ſaw off the Occiput of each Couple at the ſame 
'Time, in ſuch a Manner that the Brain may be equally 
divided. Let the Occipuis thus cut off be interchang- 
ed, applying each to the Head of his oppoſite Party- 
man. It ſeems, indeed, to be a Work that requireth 
ſome Exactneſs, but the Profeſſer aſſured us, that, if it 
were dexterouſly performed, the Cure would be infalli- 
ble. For he argued thus ; that the two half Brains be- 
ing left to debate the Matter between themſelves, with- 
in the Space of one Scull, would ſoon come to a good 
Underſtanding, and produce that Moderation, as well 
as Regularity of Thinking, ſo much to be wiſhed for 
in the Heads of thoſe, who imagine they come into 
the World only to watch and govern its Motion: And 
as to the Difference of Brains, in Quantity or Quality, 
among thoſe who are Directors in Faction; the Doctor 
aſſured us, from his own Knowledge, that it was a 
perfect Trifle. 
I heard a very warm Debate between two Profeſſors, 
about the mo? commodious and effectual Ways and 
| | Means 
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Means of raiſing Money without grieving the Subject. 
The firſt affirmed the juſteſt Method would be to lay a 
certain Tax upon Vices and Folly; and the Sum fixed 
upon every Man, to be rated after the faireſt Manner 
by a jury of his Neighbours. The ſecond was of an 
Opinion directly contrary; to tax thoſe Qualities of 
Body and Mind for which Men chiefly value them- 
ſelves; the Rate to be more or leſs according to the 
Degrees of excelling ; the Decifion whereof ſhould be 
left intirely to their own Breaſt. The higheſt Tax was 
upon Men, who are the greateſt Favourites of the 
other Sex, and the Aſſeſſments according to the Num- 
ber and Natures of the Favours they have received; 
for which they are allowed to be their own Vouchers. 
Wit, Valour, and Politeneſs were likewiſe propoſed to 
be largely taxed, and collected in the ſame Manner, by 
every Perſon giving his own Word for the Quantum of 
what he poſſeſſed. But as to Honour, Juſtice, Wiſdom, 
and Learning, they ſhould not be taxed at all ; becauſe 
they are Qualifications of ſo ſingular a Kind, that no 
Man will either allow them in his Neighbour, or value 

them in himſelf. 5 ; 

The Women were propoſed to be taxed according to 
their Beauty, and Skill in Drefling ; wherein they had 
the ſame Privilege with the Men, to be determined by 
their own Judgment. But Conftancy, Chaſtity, good 
Senſe, and good Nature were not rated, becauſe they 
would not bear the Charge of Collecting. 

To keep Senators in the Intereſt of the Crown, it 
was propoſed that the Members ſhould raffle for Em- 
ploy ments; every Man firſt taking an Oath, and giving 
Security that he would vote for the Court, whether he 
won or no; after which the Loſers had, in their Turn, 
the Liberty of Raffling upon the next Vacancy. Thus 
Hope and Expectation would be kept alive; none 
would complain of broken Promites, but impute their 
Diſappointments wholly to Fortune, whoſe Shoulders 
ate broader and ſtronger than thoſe of a Miniſtry. 

BE”: OO, N 4 | Another 
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Another Profeſſor ſnewed me a large Paper of In- 

ſtructions for diſcovering Plots and Conſpiracies againſt 
the Government. He adviſed great Stateſmen to exa- 
mine into the Diet of all ſuſpected Perſons; their Times 
of Eating; upon which Side they lay in Bed; with 
which Hand they wiped their Poſteriors; to take a 
ſtrict View of their Excrements, and from the Colour, 
the Ordure, the Taſte, the Confiſtenc:, the Crudeneſs, 
or Maturity of Digeſtion, form a judgment of their 
Thoughts and Deſigns. Becauſe Men are never ſo ſe- 
rious, thoughtful, and intent, as when they are at 
Stool, which he found by frequent Experiment: For 
in ſuch Conjunctures, when he uſed meerly as a Trial 
to conſider which was the beſt Way of murdering the 
King, his Ordure would have a Tin&ture of Green; 
but quite different when he thought only of raifing an 
Inſurrection, or burning the Metropolis. 

The whole Diſcourſe was written with great Acute- 
neſs, containing many Obſervations, both curious and 
uſeful for Politicians ; but, as I conceived, not altoge- 
ther compleat. 'This I ventured to tell the Author, and 
offered, if he pleaſed, to ſupply him with ſome Addi- 
tions. He received my Propoſition with more Compli- 
ance than is uſual among Writers, eſpecially thoſe of 
the Projecting Species; profeſſing, he would be glad to 
receive further Inſormation. 

I told him, that in the Kingdom of Tribzia, by the 
Natives called Langdon, where I had ſojourned ſome 
Time in my Travels, the bulk of the People conſiſt, in 
a Manner, wholly of Diſcoverers, Witneſſes, Inform- 
ers, Accuſers, Proſecutors, Evidences, Swearers, to- 
gether with their ſeveral ſubſervient and ſubaltern In- 

ruments, all under the Colours, the Conduct, and 
Pay of Miniſters of State, and their Deputies. The 
Plots in that Kingdom, are uſually the Workmanſhip 
of thoſe Perſons, who deſire to raiſe their own Charac- 
ters of profound Politicians, to reſtore new V igour to 
2 crazy Adminiſtration; to ſtifle or divert general Diſ- 
contents; to fill their Coffers with Forfeitures; and 
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raiſe or fink the Opinion of the Public Credit, as either 
ſhall beſt anſwer their private Advantage. It is firſt 
agreed, and ſettled among them, what ſuſpected Per- 
ſons ſhall be accuſed of a Plot: Then, effectual Care 
is taken to ſecure all their Letters and Papers, and put 
the Owners in Chains. Theſe Papers are — to 
a Set of Artiſts, very dextrous in finding out the my- 
ſerious Meanings of Words, Syllables, and Letters : For 
Inſtance, they can diſcover a Cloſe: ſtool to fignify a 
_ Privy-Council ; a Flock of Geeſe, a Senate; a lame 
Dog, an Invader ; the Plague, a Standing Army ; a 
Buzzard, a Prime Miniſter ; the Gout, a High Prieft ; 
a Gibbet, a Secretary of State ; a Chamber-pot, a Com- 
mittee of Grandees ; a Sieve, a Court Lady; a Broom, 
a Revolution; a Mouſe- trap, an Employment; a bot- 
tomleſs Pit, a Treaſury; a Sink, a Court; a Cap and 
Bells, a Favourite; a broken Reed, a Court of Juſtice; 
an empty Tun, a General ; 2 running Sore, the Admi- 


Where this Method fails, they have two others more 
effectual, which the Learned among them call Acroftics 
and Anagrams. Firſt, they can decypher all initial 
Letters mto political Meanings. Thus, N ſhall fignify 
a Plot, B a Regiment of Horſe, L a Fleet at Sea: Or, 
Secondly, by tranſpoſing the Letters of the Alphabet in 
any ſuſpected Paper, they can lay open the deepeſt De- 
a diſcontented Party. So, for Example, if I 
ſhould ſay in a Letter to a Friend, Our Brother Tom 
has juſt got the Piles, a ſkilful Decypherer would diſco- 
ver, that the ſame Letters, which compoſe chat Scu- 
tence, may be analyſed in the following Words: R-- 

fit, —— a Plaut is brought Home The Tour. And 
_ tis is the anagrammatic Method. 

This Profeſſor made me great Acknowledzments for 
communicating theſe Obſervations, and promiſed to 
make honourable Mention of me in his Treatiſe 

I faw nothing in this Country that could invite me 
to a longer Continuance, and began to think of rect - 
ing Home to England. 
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CHAP. VI. 
The Author leaves Lagado, arrives at Maldonada. 


No Ship ready. He takes a ſhort Voyage to Glubb- 
dubdrib. His Reception by the Governor. 


HE Continent, of which this Kingdom is a Part, 
extends itſelf, as I have Reaſon to believe, Eaſt- 

ward to that unknown Track of America, Weſtward of 
California, and North to the Pacific Ocean, which is 
not above a hundred and fifty Miles from Lagado; 
where there 15 a good Port, and much Commerce with 
the great Iſland of Luggnagg, fituated to the North- 
welt about 29 Degrees North Latitude, and 140 Lon- 
gitude. This Iſland of Laggnagg ftands South- eaſtwards 
of Fapan. about an hundred Leagues diſtant. There 
is a ſtrict Alliance between the Fapane ſe — and 
the King of Luggnagg, which affords frequent Oppor- 
tunities of ſailing from one Iſland to the other. I de- 
termined therefore to dire& my Courſe this Way, in 
Order to yy Rowen wo — T hired two Mules, 
with a Guide, to ſhew me the Way, and carry my 
{mall Baggage. I took Leave of my noble Protector, 
who had ſhewn me ſo much Favour, and made me a 
zenerous Preſent at my Departure. 

My Journey was without any Accident, or Adven- 
ture, worth relating. When I arrived at the Port of 
Maldonada (for ſo it is called) there was no Ship in the 
Harbour bound for Luggnagg, nor like to be in ſome 
Time. The Town is about as large as Port/zmouth. I 
ſoon fell into ſome Acquaintance, and was very hoſ- 
pitably received. A Gentleman of Diſtinction faid to 
me, that fince the Ships bound for Lyggnagg could not 
be ready in leis taan a Month, it might be no diſagree- 
able Amuſement for me to take a Trip to the little If-. 
land of Glubb4454rib, about five Leagues off to the 
Soutk-wer. Ee offered — and a Friend to ac- 


company 
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company me, and that I ſhould be provided with 2 
{mall convenient Barque for the Voyage. 

Glubodubdrib, as nearly as J can interpret the Word, 
ſignifies the Iſland of Sorcerers or Magicians. It is a- 
bout one Third as large as the /e of Wight, and ex- 
tremely fruitful: It is governed by the Head of a cer- 
tain Tribe, who are all Magicians. This Tribe mar- 
ries only among each other, and the eldeſt, in Succeſ- 
fion, is Prince or Governor. He hath a noble Palace, 
and a Park of about three thouſand Acres, ſurrounded 
by a Wall of hewn Stone, twenty Feet high. In this 
Park are ſeveral ſmall Incloſures for Cattle, Corn, and 
Gardening. | 

The Governor and his Family are ſerved and attend- 
ed by Domeſtics of a Kind ſomewhat unuſual. By 
his Skill in Necromancy, he hath a Power of calling 
whom he pleafeth from the Dead ; and commanding 
their Service for twenty four Hours, but no iovger ; 
nor can he call the fame Perſons up again in lets than 
_ Months, except upon very extraordinary Occa- 

ons. 

When we arrived at the Iſland, which was ahout E- 
leven in the Morning, one of the Gentlemen, who ac- 
companied me, went to the Governor, and Gefired Ad 
mittance for a Stranger, who came on Purpoie to have 
the Honour of attending on his Highneſs. This ua; 
immediately granted, and we all three entered tho 
Gate »f the Palace, between two Rows of Guards, 
armed and dreſſed after a very antic Manner, and ſome- 
thing in their Countenances that made my Fleſh cre-p 
with a Horror I cannot expreſs. We paſſedd throngh 
ſeveral Apartments, between Servants of the fam Sort, 
ranked on each Side, as before, till we came to tha 
Chamber of Prefence, here, after three profound O- 
beytances, and a few general Queſtions, we wore per- 
matted to fit on three Stools, near the lowetit Step ct 
his Highneſs's Throne. He underftood the } anguage 
of Balnuibarbi, although it were different trom that of 
this Iſland. Ila deſired me to give him forme eebunt 
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of my Travels ; and, to let me ſee that I ſhould br 


treated without Ceremony, he diſmiſſed all his Attend- 
ants with a Turn of his Finger, at which, to my great 
Aſtoniſhment, they vaniſhed in an Inſtant, like Vifions 
in a Dream, when we awake on a ſudden. I could 
not recover myſelf in ſome Time, till the Governor aſ- 
ſured me, that I ſhould receive no Hurt; and obſerving 


my two Companions to be under no Concern, who 


had been often entertained in the ſame Manner, I be- 
gan to take Courage, and related to his Highneſs a 
ſhort Hiſtory of my ſeveral Adventures; yet not with- 


out ſome Heſitation, and frequently looking behind me, 


to the Place where I had ſeen thoſe domeſtic Spectres. 
I had the Honour to dine with the Governor, where a 
new Set of Ghoſts ſerved up the Meat, and waited at 
Table. I now obſerved myſelf to be leſs terrified than 
I had been in the Morning. I ſtayed till Sun-ſet, but 
humbly defired his Highneſs to excuſe me for not ac- 
cepting his Invitation of Lodging in the Palace. My 
two Friends and | lay at a private Houſe in the Town 
adjoining, which is the Capital of this little Iſland ; and 
the next Morning we returned to pay our Duty to the 
Governor, as he was pleaſed to command us. 

After this Manner, we continued in the Iſland for 
ten Days, moſt Part of every Day with the Governor, 
and at Night in our Lodging. I ſoon grew ſo familia- 
rized to the Sight of Spirits, that, after the third or 
fourth Time, they gave me no Emotion at all ; or, if 
J had any Apprehenſions left, my Curioſity prevailed 
over them. For his Highneſs the Governor ordered 
me to call up whatever Perſons I would chuſe to name, 
and in whatever Numbers; among all the Dead, from 
the Beginning of the World, to this preſent Time, and 
command them to :nſwer any Queſtions I ſhould 
think fit to aſk ; with this Condition, that my Queſti- 


ons muſt be confined within the Compaſs of the Times 


they lived in. And one thing I might depend upon, 
That they would certainly tell me Truth, for Lying was 
2 Talent of no Uſe in the lower World. 1 
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T made my humble Acknowledgments to his High- 


neſs for ſo great a Favour. We were in a Chamber, 


from whence there was a fair Proſpect into the Park. 


And, becauſe my firſt Inclination was to be entertained 
with Scenes of Pomp and Magnificence, I deſired to 


ſee Alexander the Great, at the Head of his Army, juſt 


after the Battle of A bela, which, upon a Motion of 

the Governor's Finger, immediately appeared m a 
large Field under the Window, where we ſtood. Alex- 
ander was called up into the Room: It was with great 
Difficulty that I underſtood his Grect, and had but lit- 


tle of my own. He aſſured me, upon his Honour, that 


e was not poiſoned, but dicd of a Fever by exceſſive 
Drinking. | | | 
Next I faw Hannilal paſſing the Alpe, who told me, 
he had not a Drop of Vinegar in his Camp. 
I ſaw Cæſur and Pompey, at the Head of their 
Troops, juſt ready to engage. I faw the former in his 
laſt great Triumph. I detired that the Senate of Rome 
might appear before me in one large Chamber, and a 


modern Repreſentative in Counterview, in another. 


The firſt ſeemed to be an Aſſembly of Heroes and De- 


my-Gods, the other a Knot of Pedlars, Pick- pocket, 


Highway-men, and Bullies. 
Ihe Governor, at my Requeſt, gave the Sign for 
Cæſar and Brutus to advarce towards us. I was 
truck with a profound V eneration at the Sight of Bru- 


tur, and could eaſily ditcover the moſt conſummate 


V irtue, the greateſt Intrepidity, and Firmneſs of Mind, 
the trueſt Love of his Country, and general Benevo- 
lence for Mankind, in every Lineament of his Coun- 
tenance. I obſerved, with much Pleaſure, that theſe 
two Perſons were in good Intelligence with each other ; 
and Cæſar freely conteſſed to me, that the greateſt 
Actions of his own Life were not equal, by many De- 
grees, to the Glory of taking it away. I had the 
Honour to hace much Converiation with Brutus; and 
was told, that his Anceſtors Fanius, Socrates, Epami- 
das, Cata the younger, Sir Thomas Mare, and _ 
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ſelf, were perpetually together: A Sextumwirate, to 
which ali the Ages of the World cannot add a ſeventh. 

It would be tedious to trouble the Reader with re- 
lating what vaſt Numbers of illuſtrious Per ſons were 
called up, to gratify that inſatiable Defire I had to fee 
the World in every Period of Antiquity placed before 
me. | chiefly fed mine Eyes with beholding the De- 
ftroyers of Tyrants and Uſurpers, and the Reſtorers of 
Liberty to oppreſſed and injured Nations. But it is 
impoſſible to expreſs the Satisfaction I received in my 
own Mind, after ſuch a Manner, as to make it a ſuit- 
able Entertainment to the Reader. 
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CHAP. VIII. 
further Account of Glubbdubdrib. Ancient and 
Medern Hiſtory corrected. 


F Aving a Deſire to ſee thoſe Ancients, who were 


moſt renowned for Wit and Learning, I ſet a- 


part one Day on Purpoſe. I propoſed that Homer and 
Ariſiatle might appear at the Head of all their Com- 
mentators ; but theſe were ſo numerous, that ſome 
Hundreds were forced to attend in the Court and out- 


ward Rooms of the Palace. I knew, and could diitin- 


guiſh thoſe two Heroes at firſt Sight, not only from 
the Croud, but from each other. Homer was the taller 
and comelier Perſon of the two, walked very erect for 
one of his Age, and his Eyes were the moſt quick and 
piercing I ever beheld. A4r:i/fforle ſtooped much, and 
made Uſe of a Staff. His Viſage was meagre, his 
Hair lank and thin, and his Voice hollow. I foon 
ditcovercd that both of them were perfect Strangers to 
the reſt of the Company, and had never ſeen or heard 
of them before. And I had a Whiſper from a Ghoſt, 
who ſhall be nameleſs, that theſe Commentators al- 
ways kept in the moſt diſtant Quarters from their Prin- 
cipals in the lower World, through a Conſciouſneſs of 
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Shame and Guilt, becauſe they had ſo horribly miſ- 
repreſented the Meaning of thoſe Authors to Poſterity. 
I introduced Didymus and Euſtathius to Homer, and 
prevailed on him to treat them better than perhaps they 
deſerved, for he ſoon found they wanted a Genius to 
enter into the Spirit of a Poet. But Aiſlotle was out 
of all Patience with the Account I gave him of Scotas 
and Ramus, as I preſented them to him, and he aſked 
them whether the reſt of the Tribe were as great 
Dunces as themſelves. 
I then defired the Governor to call up Deſcartes 


and Gaſſe nai, with whom I prevailed to explain their 


Syſtems to Ari/totle. This great Philoſopher freely ac- 
knowledged his own Miſtakes in Natural Philoſophy, 
becauſe he proceeded in many Things upon Conjecture, 
as all Men muſt do; and he found, that Gaf/iru:, who 
had made the Doctrine of FEp:curus as palatable as he 
could, and the Yortices of Deſcartes, were equally explod- 
ed. He predicted the ſame Fate to Attraction, where- 
of the preſent Learned are ſuch zealous Aſſerters. He 
ſaid, that new Syſtems of Nature were but new Faſhi- 
ons, which would vary in every Age ; and even thoſe, 
who pretend to demonſtrate them from Mathematical 


Principles, would flouriſh but a ſhort Period of Time, 


and be out of Vogue when that was determined. 

I ſpent five Days in converſing with many others of 
the ancient Learned. I ſaw moſt of the firſt Raman 
Emperors. I prevailed on the Governor to call up 
Eliogabalus*s Cooks to dreſs us a Dinner, but they could 
not ſhew us much of their Skill, for Want of Materials. 
A Helot of Ageſilaus made us a Diſh of Spartan Broth, 
but I was not able to get down a ſecond Spoonful. 

The two Gentlemen who conducted me to the Iſ- 
land, were preiied by their private Affairs to return in 
three Days, which I employed in ſeeing ſome of the 
modern Dead, who had made the greateſt Figure for 
two or three hundred Years paſt, in our own and other 
Countries of Europe; and having been always a great 
Admirer of old illuſtrious Families, I deſired the Go- 


vernor 
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vernor would call up a Dozen or two > of ings, whh 
their Anceſtors, in Order, for eight or nine i- 
ons. But my Diſappointment was ous and un- 


expected: For, inſtead of a long Train with Royal 


Diadems, I ſaw in one Family two Fidlers, three ſpruce 
Courtiers, and an Italias Prelate. In another, a Bar- 
ber, an Abbot, and two Cardinals. I have too great 
2 Veneration for crowned Heads, to dwell any longer 


on ſo nice a Subject. But as to Counts, Marqueſles, 


Dukes, Earls, and the like, I was not ſo ſcrupulous. 
And, I confeſs, it was not without ſome Pleaſure, that 
I found myſelf able to trace the particular Features, 
by which certain Families are diſtinguiſhed up to their 


Originals. I could plainly diſcover from whence one 
Family derives a long Chin, why a ſecond hath a- 
bounded with Knaves for two Generations, and Fools 


for two more; why a third happened to be crack- 
brained, and a fourth to be Sharpers. Whence it came, 
what Polydore Vergil ſays of a certain great Houſe, Nec 
Vir fortis, nec Fæmina caſta. How Cruelty, F Fallhood, 
and Cowardice, grew to be Characteraſtics, by which 
certain Families are diſtinguiſhed, as much as by their 
Coat of Arms. Who fir brought the Pox into a no- 
ble Houſe, which hath lineally deſcended in- ſcrophu- 
| Ious Tumours to their Poſterity. Neither could I won- 
der at all this, when I ſaw ſuch an Interruption of Li- 
neages by Pages, Lacqueys, Valets, Coachmen, Game- 
ſters, Fidlers, Players, Captains, and Pick-p 
I was chiefly diſguſted with modern Hiſtory. For, 

having ſtrictly examined all the Perſons of 
Name in the Courts of Princes for an hundred Years 
paſt, I found how the World had been miſled by pro- 


ſtitute Writers, to aſcribe the greateſt Exploits in War 


to Cowards, the wiſeſt Counſel to Fools, Sincerity to 
Roman V irtue to Betrayers of their Coun- 


try, Piety to Atheiſts, Chaſtity to Mabe, Truth to 
Informers. 


many innocent and excellent Per- 
ſons had been condemned to Death or Baniſhment, by 
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of Judges, and the Malice of Factions. How ma- 
ny Villains had been exalted to the higheſt Places 


of Truſt, Power, Dignity, and Profit: How great a 
Share in the Motions and Events of Courts, Councils, 
and Senates, might be challenged by Bawds, Whores, 
Pimps, Paraſites, and Buffoons: How low an Opinion 


I had of human Wiſdom and Integrity, when I was 
truly informed of the Springs and Motives of great 


Enterprizes and Revolutions in the World, and of the 
> Accidents to which they owed their Suc- 
ceſs. 

Here I diſcovered the Roguery and Ignorance of 
thoſe who pretend to write Auecdotes, or ſecret Hiſtory; 
who ſend ſo many Kings to their Graves with a Cup 
of Poiſon ; will repeat the Diſcourſe between a Prince 
and chief Miniſter, where no Witneſs was by; unlock 
the Thoughts and Cabinets of Ambaſſadors and Secre- 
taries of State; and have the perpetual Misfortune to 
be miſtaken. Here I diſcovered the true Cauſes of 
many great Events that have ſurpriſed the World; how 
a Whore can govern the Back-ſtairs, the Back-ftairs a 


Council, and the Council a Senate. A General con- 


feſſed in my Preſence, that he got a Victory, purely 
by the Force of Cowardice and ill Conduct: And an 
Admiral, that, for Want of proper Intelligence, he 
beat the Enemy to whom he intended to betray the 
Fleet. Three Kings proteſted to me, that, in their 
whole Reigns, they did never once prefer any Perſon 
of Merit, unleſs by Miſtake, or Treachery of ſome 
Miniſter in whom they conſided: Neither would they 
do it, if they were to live again; and they ſhewed 
with great Strength of Reaſon, that the Royal Throne 
could not be ſupported without Corruption, becauſe 
that poſitive, confident, reftive Temper, which Virtue 
infuſed into Man, was a perpetual Clog to Public Bu- 
ſineſs. 
I had the Curioſity to enquire, in a particular Man- 
ner, by what Method great Numbers had procured to 
themſelves high Titles of Honour, and prodigious 
| O Eſtates; 
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Eſtates; and I confined my Enquiry to a very modern 
Period: However, without grating upon preſent Times, 


becauſe | would be ſure to give no Offence even to 


Foreigners (for, I hope, the Reader need not be told, 

that 1 do not in the leaſt intend my own Country in 
what I tay upon this Occaſion) a great Number of 
Perſons concerned were called up, and, upon a very 


light Examination, diſcovered ſuch a Scene of In- 


famy, that | cannot reflect upon it without ſome Seri- 
ouſneſs. Perjury, 
Pandariſm, and the like | Iufermities were amongſt the 
moſt excuſable Arts — had to mention, and for theſe 
J gave, as it was reaſonable, due Allowance. But 
when ſome confeſſed they owed their Greatneſs anc 

Wealth to Sodomy, or Inceſt ; others to the proſtituting 
of their own Wives and Daughters; others to the be- 
traying their Country or their Prince; ſome to poiſon- 
ing, more to the perverting of Juſtice, in order to de- 
ſtroy the Innocent: I hope I may be pardoned, if theſe 
Diſcoveries inclined me a little A abate of that pro- 
found Veneration which I am naturally apt to pay to 
Perſons of high Rank, who ought to be treated with 
_ the utmoſt Refpect due to their ſublime Dignity by us, 
their Inferiors 

I had often read of ſome Services done to 
Princes and States, and deſired to ſee the Perſons by 
whom thoſe Services were performed. Upon Enquiry, 
E was told, that their Names were to be found on no 
Record, except a few of them, whom Hiſtory hath 
repreſented as the vileſt Rogues and Traitors. As to 
the reſt, I had never once heard of them. They ail 
appeared with dejected Looks, and in the meaneſt Ha 
bi moſt of them pgs gy oy in Poverty and 
Diſgrace, and the reſt on a Scaffold or a Gibbet. 
others, there was one Perſon, whoſe Caſe 


„ Subornation, Fraud, 
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w break through the Enemy's great Line of Battle, fink 


three of their capital Ships, and take a fourth, which 
was the fole Cauſe of Antony Flight, and of the Vic- 
tory that enſued; that the Youth ſtanding by him, his 


only Son, was killed in the Action. He added, that 


upon the Confidence of ſome Merit, the War being at 


an End, he went to Nome, and ſolicited at the Court 


of Aug uus, to be preferred to a greater Ship, whoſe 
Commander had been killed ; but, without any Re- 
gard to his Pretenfions, it was given to a Youth who 


waited on one of the Emperor's Miſtreſſes. Return- 
ing back to his own Veſſel, he was charged with Neg- 
lect of Duty, and the Ship given to a favourite Page 
of Publicola, the Vice-Admiral ; whereupon he re- 
tired to a poor Farm, at a great Diſtance from Rume, 
and there ended his Life. | was fo curious to know the 
Truth of this Story, that I deſired Agrippa might be 
called, who was Admiral in that Fight. He appeared, 
and confirmed the whole Account ; but with much 


more Advantage to the Captain, whoſe Modefty had 
_ extenuated or concealed a great Part of his Merit. 


I was ſurpriſed to find Corruption grown ſo high and 


ſo quick in that Empire, by the Force of Luxury fo 
lately inzroduced, which made me leſs wonder at many 
Caſes in other Countries, where Vices of all 
inds have reigned ſo much longer, and where the 
whole Praiſe, as well as Pillage, hath been engroſſed 
by the chief Commander, who, perhaps, had the leaſt 
Title to either. 
As every Perſon called up made exactly the ſame 
Appearance he had done in the World, it gave me me- 


lancholy Reflections, to obſerve how much the Race 
of human Kind was 


ced the Nerves, relaxed the Sinews 
| Q 2 | | 


had never feen the Sea, the Son of Libertina, who 


degenerate among us, within thele 
hundred Years paſt. How the Pox, under all its Con- 
ſequences and Denominations, had altered every Linca- 
ment of an Egli Countenance ; ſhortened the Size 
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and Muſcles, introduced a fallow Complexion, amt 
rendered the Fleſh looſe and roncid. 

I deſcended fo low, as to deſire that ſome Engli 
Yeomen, of the old Stamp, might be ſummoned to ap- 
| Pear; once ſo famous for the Simplicity of their Man- 

ners, Diet, and Dreſs; for Juſtice in their Dealings; 
for their true Spirit of Liberty ; for their Valour and 
| Love of their Country. Neither could I be wholly 
unmoved, after comparing the Living with the Dead, 
when I conſidered how all theſe pure native Virtues 
were proſtituted for a Piece of Money by their Grand- 
children, who, in ſelling their Votes, and managing at 


Elections, have acquired every Vice and Corruption 
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CHAP. IX. 1 
The Authar*s Return to Maldonada. Sails to the 


Kingdom of Luggnagg. The Author . He 
is ſent for to Court. rt. The Ke of is Admit- 
dance. The King's great Lenity to his Subjects. 


a Tux Day of our Departure being come, I took 
Leave of his Highneſs, the Governor of G/ub6- 


and fome others, were ſo generous and kind, as to 
furniſh me with Proviſions and ſee me on Board. I 


ward, to ger into the Trade-wind, which holds for a- 
Leagues. On the 21it of April, 2708, we 


Town, at the South · eaſt Point of Luggaagg. We caſt 


Signal fora Pilot. Iwo of them came on Board in 


leſs 


dabdribb, and returned with my two Companions to 


Anchor within a League of the Town, and made a 
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lefs than half an Hour, by whom we were guided be- 
tween certain Shoals and Rocks, which are very dan- 
gerous in the Paſſage, to a large Baſin, where a Fleet 
may ride in Safety, within a Cable's Length of the 
Town Wall. | 
Some of our Sailors, whether out of Treachery or 
 Tnadvertence, had informed the Pilots that I was a 
Stranger and a great Traveller ; whereof theſe gave 
Notice toa Cuſtom-houſe Officer, by whom I was exa- 
mined very ſtrictly upon my Landing. This Officer 
ſpoke to me in the Language of Baluibarbi, which, 
by the Force of much Commerce, is generally under- 
ſtood in that 'Town, eſpecially by Seamen, and thoſe 
employed in the Cuſtoms. I gave him a ſhort Account 
of ſome Particulars, and made 4 wt as plauſible 
and conſiſtent as I could; but I thought it neceſſary to 
diſguiſe my Country, and call myſelf an Hollander, be- 
cauſe my Intentions were for Japan, and I knew the 
Dutch were the only European: 7714 to enter into 
that Kingdom. I therefore told the Officer, that ha- 
ving been ſhipwrecked on the Coaſt of Balzibarbi, and 
caſt on a Rock, I was received up into Laputa, or the 
flying Iſland (of which he had often heard) and was 
now endeavouring to get to Japan, from whence 1 
might find a Convenience of returning to my own' 
Country. The Officer ſaid, I muſt be confined till he 
could receive Orders from Court, for which he would 
write immediately, and hoped to receive an Anſwer in 
a Fortnight. I was carried to a convenient Lodging, 
with a Centry placed at the Door; however, I had 
the Liberty of a large Garden, and was treated with 
Humanity enough, being maintained all the Time at 
the King's Charge. I was invited by ſeveral Perſons, 
chiefly out of Curioſity, becauſe it was reported that I 
came from Countries very remote, of which they had 
never heard. 5 
I hired a young Man who came in the ſame Ship to 
be an Interpreter; he was a Native of Luggnagg, but 
had lived ſome Years at Ma/donada, and was a perfect 
O 3 Maler 
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Maſter of both Languages. By his Aſſiſtance, I was 


able to hold a Converſation with thoſe who came to 


viſit me; but this conſiſted only of their Queſtions, and 
my Anſwers. 5 | 
The Diſpatch came from Court about the Time we 


expected. It contained a Warrant for conducting me 


and my Retinue to Tralaragdubb, or Trildrogdrib, for 
it is pronounced both Ways, as near as I can remem- 
ber, by a Party of ten Horſe. All my Retinue was 
that poor Lad for an Interpreter, whom I E 
into my Service, and, at my humble Requeſt, we had 
each of us a Mule to ride on. A Meſſenger was diſ- 

tched half a Day's Journey before us, to give the 
King Notice of my Approach, and to defire that his 
Majeſty would pleaſe to appoint a Day and Hour, 
when it would be his gracious Pleaſure, that I might 
have the Honour to /ick the Duſt before his Fort-ſtoel. 
This is the Court Style, and 1 found it to be more than 
Matter of Form. For, upon my Admittance two Days 
after my Arrival, I was commanded to crawl on my 
Belly, and lick the Floor as I advanced ; but, on Ac- 
count of my being a Stranger, Care was taken to have 
it made ſo clean that the Duſt was not offenſive. How- 
ever, this was a peculiar Grace, not allowed to any but 
Perſons of the higheft Rank, when they defire an Ad- 
mittance. Nay, ſometimes the Floor is ſtrewed with 


Duſt on Purpoſe, when the Perſon to be admitted hap- 


ns to have powerful Enemies at Court. And I have 

na great Lord with his Mouth fo crammed, that, 
when he had crept to the proper Diſtance from the 
Throne, he was not able to ſpeak a Word. Neither is 
there any Remedy; becauſe it is Capital for thoſe who 

receive an Audience, to ſpit or wipe their Mouths in 
his Majeſty's Preſence. There is, indeed, another Cu- 
from, which I cannot altogether approve of: When the 
King kath a Mind to put any of his Nobles to Death, 
in a gentle, indulgent Manner, he commands to have 
the Floor ſtrewed with 2 certain brown Powder, of a 
qeadiy Compoſition, which, being licked up, — 


_ RV A@s £44 a. "ny 3 —_— — W 


te L AP UT A, &c. 299 


kilk him in twenty-four Hours. But in Juſtice to this 
Prince's great Clemency, and the Care he hath of his 
Subjects Lives (wherein it were much to be wiſhed, tha: 
the Monarchs of Europe would imitate him) it muſt be 
mentioned for his Honour, that ſtrict Orders are given 
do have the infected Parts of the Floor well waſhed, 
after every ſuch Execution; which if his Domeſtics 
neglect, they are in Danger of incurring his Royal Dii- 
pleaſure. Lmyſelf heard him give Directions, that one 
of his Pages ſhould be whipt, whoſe Turn it was to give 
Notice about Waſhing the Floor after an Execution, 
but maliciouſly had omitted it, by which Neglect, a 
young Lord of great Hopes, coming to an Audience, 
was unfortunately poiſoned, although the King, at that 
Time, had no Deſign againſt his Life. But this good 
Prince was fo gracious, as to forgive the poor Page his 
Whipping, upon Promiſe that he would do fo no more, 
without ſpecial Orders. 

To return from this Digreſſion; when I had crept 
within four Yards of the Throne, I raiſed myſelf gent- 
ly upon my Knees, and then, ſtriking my Forehead 
ſeven Times on the Ground, I pronounced the follow - 
ing Words, as they had been taught me the Night be- 
fore, {chpling Gloffthrobb Sguut ſerumm blhinp Mlaſb- 
nalt Zavin tnodbalkuffh Slhiophadd Gurdlubh Abt. This 
is the Compliment eſtabliſhed by the Laws of tlie Land, 
for all Perſons admitted to the King's Preſence. It 
may be rendered into Exgliſb thus: May your celefiial 
Majeſty aut-live the Sun, eleven Moons and a Half. To 
this the King returned ſome Anſwer, which although L 
could not underſtand, yet I replied as I had been di- 
rected: Fluft drin Yalerick Dæuuldom prafirad mirfuſh, 
which properly ſignifies, My Tongue is in the Mouth of 

my Friend; and by this Expreſſion was meant, that I 
defired Leave to bring my Interpreter; whereapon the 
young Man, already mentioned, was accordingly in- 
troduced, by whoſe Intervention, I aniwered as many 
| Queſtions as his Majeity could put in above an Hour. 

Er "Os: I fpoke 
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I ſpoke in the Baluibarnian Tongue, and my Interpre- 
ter delivered my Meaning in chat of Laggnagg. 
The King was much delighted with my Company 

and ordered his B/iffmarklub, or High Chamberlain, to 

appoint a Lodging in the Court for me and my Inter- 

preter, with a daily Allowance for my 'Table, and 2 
arge Purie of Gold for my common Expences. 

ſtaid three Months in this Country, out of perfect 

Obedience to his Majeſty, who was pleaſed highly to 

favour me, and made me very honourable Offers. But 

I thought it more conſiſtent with Prudence and Juſtice, 

to paſs the Remainder of my Days with my Wife and 

Family. 


_ 


1 


CHAP. X. 

De Luggnaggians commended. A particular De- 
ſcription of the Struldbrugs, with many Conver- 
ations between the Author and ſome eminent Per- 
ſons, upon that Subject. 

| HE Luggnaggians are a polite and generous Peo- 

ple, and although they are not without ſome 

Share of that Pride which is peculiar to all EFafer: 

Countries, yet they ſhew themſelves courteous to Stran- 

gers, eſpecially ſuch who are countenanced by the Court. 

I had many Acquaintances among Perſons of the beſt 

Faſhion, and being always attended by my Interpre- 

ter, the Converſation we had was not diſagreeable. 
One Day, in much good Company, I was aſked by 

a Perſon of Quality, whether I had feen any of their 

Strulabrugs or Immortals. I faid IJ had not; and de- 

fired he would explain to me what he meant by ſuch 
an Appellation, applied to a mortal Creature. He told 
me, that ſometimes, though very rarely, a Child hap- 
pened to be born in a Family with a red circular Spot 
in the Forehcad, directly over the Left Eye-brow, which 
| Was 
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was an infallible Mark, that it ſhould never die. The 
Spot, as he deſcribed it, was about the Compaſs of a 


Silver Three-pence, but in the Courſe of Time grew 


larger, and changed its Colour: for at twelve Years 
old it became green, ſo continued till five and twenty, 
then turned to a deep Blue; at ve and forty it grew 
coal Black, and as large as an #2e/;/> Shilling; but ne- 
ver admitted any farther Alteration. He 1aid theſe 
Births were ſo rare, that he did not believe there could 
be above eleven hundred Struldhrugs of both Sexes in 
the whole Kingdom, of which he computed about fifty 
in the Metropolis, and among the reſt, a young Girl 
born about three Years ago: That theſe Productions 
were not peculiar to any Family, but a mere Effect of 
Chance; and the Children of the $:-a/dbaurgs them- 
ſelves were equally mortal with the reſt of the Penvle, 

I freely own myſelf to have been ſtruck with inex- 

eſſible Delight upon Hearing this Account: And the 
— who gave it me happening to underſtand the 
Balnibarbian Language, which I ſpoke very well, I 


could not forbear breaking out into Expreſſions, per- 


haps, a little roo extravagant. I cried out, as in a Rap- 


ture: Happy Nation, where every Child hath at leaſt 


a Chance for being immortal! Happy People, who en- 
joy ſo many living Examples of ancient Virtue, and 
have Maſters ready to in itruct them in the Wiſdom of 
all former Ages! But, happieſt beyond all Compariſon 
are thoſe excellent Stru/dbrugs, who, born exempt from 
that univerſal Calamity of human Nature, have their 
Minds free and diſengaged, without the Weight and 
Depreſſion of Spirits cauſed by the continual Appre- 
henſion of Death. I diſcovered my Admiration, that 
J had not obſerved any of theſe illuſtrious Perions at 
Court; the black Spot on the Forekead being ſo re- 


markable a Diſtinction, that I could not have eatrly 


overlooked it: And it was impoſſible that his Majeſty, 


a moſt judicious Prince, ſhould not provide himſelt 
with a good Number of ſuch wife and able Counſcllors. 


Yet perhaps the Virtue of thoſe reverend Sages was 
„ | too 
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too ſtrict for the corrupt and libertine Manners of a 
Court. And we often find by Experience, that young 
Men are too opinionative and volatile, to be guided by 
the ſober Dictates of their Seniors. However, ſince 
the King was pleaſed to allow me Acceis to his Royal 
Perſon, I was reſolved, upon the very firſt Occaſion, 
to deliver my Opinion to him on this Matter freely, and 
at large, by the Help of my Interpreter ; and whether 
he would pleaſe to take my Advice or no, yet in one 
Thing I was determined, that, his Majeſty having fre- 
quently offered me an Eſtabliſhment in this Country, I 
would with great Thankfulneſs accept the Favour, and 
paſs my Life here in the Converſation of thoſe tupe- 
rior Beings, the Seruldbrugs, if they would pleaſe to ad- 
mit me. | 

The Gentleman to whom I addreſſed my Diſcourſe, 
becauſe (as I have already obſerved) he ſpoke the Lan- 
guage of Balnibarbi, ſaid to me with a Sort of a Smile, 
which uſually ariſeth from Pity to the Ignorant, that 
he was glad of any Occaſion to keep me among them, 
and deſired my Permiſſion to explain to the Company 
what I had ſpoke. He did ſo, and they talked toge- 
ther for ſome Time in their own Language, whereot I 
underſtood not a Syllable, neither could I obſerve by 
their Countenances, what Impreſſion my Diſcourſe had 
made on them. After a ſhort Silence, the ſame Perſon 
told me, that his Friends and mine (ſo he thought fit 
to expreſs himſelf) were very much pleaſed with the 
judicious Remarks I had made on the great Happineſs 
and Advantages of immortal Life, and they were deſir- 
ous to know in a particular Manner, what Scheme of 
Living I ſhould have formed to myſelf, if it had fallen 
to my Lot to have been born a Stral/dbrag. 

I anſwered, it was eaſy to be eloquent on ſo copious 
and delightful a Subject, eſpecially to me, who have 
been often apt to amuſe myſelf with V ifions of what I 
ſhoald do, if I were a King, a General, ora great Lord: 
And, upon this very Cate, I had frequently run on 
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the whole Syſtem how I ſhould employ myſelf, and 


paſs the Time, if I were ſure to live for ever. 

That, if it had been my good Fortune to come in- 
to the World a Sralabrug, as ſoon as I could diſcover 
my own Happineſs, by underſtanding the Difference 
between Life and Death, I would firſt reſolve, by all 


Arts and Methods whatſoever, to procure myſelf - 


Riches. In the Purfuit of which, by Thriſt and Ma- 
nagement, I might reaſonably expect, in about two 


hundred Years, to be the wealthieſt Man in the King- 


dom. In the ſecond Place, I would, from my ear- 
lieſt Youth, apply myſelf to the Study of Arts and 


Sciences, by which I ſhould arrive in Time to excel 


all others in Learning. Laſtly, I would carefully re- 
cord every Action and Event of Conicquence that 
happened in the Public, impartially draw the Cha- 
racters of the ſeveral Succeſſions of Princes, and great 
Minifters of State, with my own Obſervations on eve- 
ry Point. I would exactly ſet down the ſeveral 
Changes in Cuſtoms, Language, Faſhions of Dreſs, 
Diet, and Diverſions. By all which Acquirements, I 
ſhould be a living Treaſury of Knowledge and Wiſ- 
dom, and certainly become the Oracle of the Na- 
ion. 

I would never marry after threeſcore, but live in an 
hoſpitable Manner, yet ftill on the ſaving Side. I 
would entertain myſelf in forming and directing the 
Minds of hopeful young Men, by convincing them 
from my own Remembrance, Experience, and Ob- 
ſervation, fortified by numerous Examples, of the Uſe- 
fulneſs of Virtue in public and private Life. But my 
choice and conitant Companions ſhould be a Set of my 

own immortal Brotherhood, among whom I would 
elect a Dozen from the moſt Ancient, down to my 
own Contemporaries. Where any of :heſe wanted 
Fortunes, I would provide them with convenient 
Lodges round my own Eſtate, and have tome of them 
always at my Table, only mingling a few of the moſt 
valuable among you Mortals, whom Length of Time 


v ould 
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. would harden me to loſe, with little or no Reluctance, 
and treat your Polterity after the ſame Manner; juſt as 


a Man diverts himſelf with the annual Succeſſion of 


Pinks and Tulips in his Garden, without regretting 
the Loſs of thoſe which withered the preceding Year. 
Theſe S:rz/dbrugs and I would mutually communi- 
cate our Obſervations, and Memorials through the 
Courſe of Time; remark the ſeveral Gradations by 
which Corruption ſeals into the World, and oppoſe it 
m every Step, by giving perpetual Warning and In- 
ſtruction to Mankind; which, added to the ſtrong In- 
fluence of our own Example, would probably 7 
that continual Degeneracy of human Nature, ſo juſtly 
complained of in all Ages. Lig 
Add to all this, the Pleaſure of ſeeing the various 
Revolutions of States and Empires ; the Changes in 
the lower and upper World; ancient Cities in Ruins, 
and obſcure Villages become the Seats of Kings ; fa- 
mous Rivers leſſening into ſhallow Brooks ; the Ocean 
leaving one Coaſtdry, and overwhelming another; the 
| Diſcovery of many Countries yet unknown. Barba- 
rity over-running the politeſt Nations, and the moſt 
barbarous become civilized. I ſhould then fee the 
Diſcovery of the Longitude, the perpetual Motion, the 
ani uerſal Medicine, and many other great Inventions, 
brought to the utmoſt Perfection. 
What wonderful Diſcoveries ſhould we make in 
Aſtronomy, by out-living and confirming our own Pre- 
_ ditions, by obſerving the Progreſs and Returns of 
Comets, with the Changes of Motion in the Sun, 
Moon, and Stars. 

I enlarged upon many other Topics, which the na- 
tural Defire of endleſs Life, and ſublunary Happineſs, 
could eafily furniſh me with. When I had ended, 
and the Sum of my Diſcourſe had been interpreted, as 
| before, to the reſt of the Company, there was a good 
Deal of Talk among them in the La e of the 
Country, not without ſome Laughter at my e. 
At laſt, the ſame Gentleman, who had been my Inter- 
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preter, ſaid, he was deſired, by the reſt, to ſet me right 
in a few Miſtakes, which I had fallen into, through the 
common [mbecillity of human Nature, and, upon that 
Allowance, was leſs anſwerable for them. That this 
Breed of Struldbrugs was peculiar to the Country, for 
there were no ſuch People, either in Balnibarbi or 
Japan, where he had the Honour to be Ambaſiador 
from his Majeſty, and found the Natives in both theſe 
Kingdoms very hard to believe, that the Fact was 
poſſible; and it appeared from my Aſtoniſhment, 
when he firſt mentioned the Matter to me, that I re- 
ceived it as a Thing wholly new, and ſcarcely to be 
credited. That in the two Kingdoms above-mention- 
ed, where, during his Refidence, he had converſed 
very much, he obſerved long Life to be the univerſal 


Defire and Wiſh of Mankind. That whoever had 
one Foot in the Grave, was ſure to hold back the other 


as ſtrongly as he could. That the Oldeſt had till 
Hopes of living one Day longer, and looked on Death 
ma greateſt Evil, from which Nature always promp- 
ted him to retreat; only in this Iſland of Luggnagg. 
the Appetite for Living was not ſo eager, from the 
continual Example of the Strulabrags before their 
Eyes. 


That the Syſtem of Living, contrived by me, was 


unreaſonable and unjuſt, becauſe it ſuppoſed a Perpe- 


tuity of Youth, Health, and Vigour, which no Man 
could be ſo fooliſh to hope, however extravagant he 


may be in his Wiſhes. That the Queſtion theretore was 
not whether a Man would chuſe to be always in the 
Prime of Youth, attended with Proſperity and Health ; 
but how he would paſs a perpetual Life under all the 
_ uſual Diſadvantages which old Age brings along with 
it. For although few Men will avow their Deſires of 


being immortal upon ſuch hard Conditions, yet in the 


two Kingdoms before- mentioned, of Ba/zibarbt and 


| Fapen, he obſerved, that every Man deſired to put off 
Death, 


ſome tune longer, let it approach ever ſo 
late; and he rarely heard of any Man who died wil- 
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lingly, except he were incited by the Extremity of 
Grief or Torture. And he appealed to me, whether 
in thoſe Countries I had travelled, as well as my own, 
I had not obſerved the fame general Diſpoſition. 
After this Preface, he gave me a particular Aecount 
of the Strulubrugs among them. He'faid they com- 
monly acted like Mortals, till about thirty Years old, 
after which, by Degrees, they grew melancholy and 
dejected, encreaſing in both till they came to Four- 
ſcore, This he learned from their own Confeſſion ; 
for otherwiſe, there not being above two or three of 
that Species born in an Age, they were too few to form 
a general Obſervation by. When they came to four- 
ſcore Years, which is reckoned the Extremity of living 
in this Country, they had not only all the Follies and 
Infirmities of other old Men, but many more, which 
- aroſe from the dreadful Proſpects of never dying. 
They were not only opinionative, peeviſh, covetous, 
moroſe, vain, talkative ; but 1 of Friendſhip, 
and dead to all natural Affection, which never deſcend- 
ed below their Grand-children. Envy and 7 
Deſires are their prevailing Paſſions. But Ob- 
jects, againſt which their Envy ſeems principally di- 
rected, are the Vices of the younger Sort, and the 
Deaths of the old. By reflecting on the former, they 
. find themſelves cut off from all Poſſibility of Pleaſure; 
and whenever they ſee a Funeral, they lament and re- 
pine that others are gone to an Harbour of Reſt, to 
which they themſelves never can hope to arrive. 
They have no Remembrance of any Thing but what 
they learned and obſerved in their Youth, and middle 
Age, and even that is very imperfe&. -And, for the 
Truth or Particulars of any Fact, it is ſafer to depend 
on common Traditions, than upon their beſt Recol- 
lections. The leaſt miſerable among them appear to 


de thoſe who turn to Dotage, and intrely loſe their Me- 
mories ; theſe meet with more Pity and Aſſiſtance, be- 
cauſe they want many bad Qualities, which abound in 


If 


2 LAP r 107 


Tf a Serulabrug happen to marry one of his own 
Kind, the Marriage is diſſolved of Courſe, by the 
 Courtety of the Kingdom, as foon as the younger of 
the two comes to be fouricore. For the Law thinks it 
reaſonable indulgence, that thoſe who are condemned, 
without any Fault of their own, to a perpetual Conti- 
nuance in the World, ſhould not have their Miſery 
doubled by the Load of a Wife. 
As foon as they havecompleated the Term of eighty 
Years, they are looked on as dead in Law ; their Heirs 
immediately ſucceed to their Eſtates, only a ſmall Pit- 
tance is reſerved for their Support; and the poor ones 
are maintained at the Public Charge. After that Pe- 
riod, they are held incapable of any Employment of 
Truſt or Profit, they cannot purchaſe Lands, or take 
Leaſes, neither are they allowed to be Witneſſes in any 
Cauſe, either Civil or Criminal, not even for the De- 
eiſion of Meers and Bounds. | 

At Ninety they loſe their Teeth and Hair ; they have 
at that Age no Diſtinction of Taſte, but eat and drink 
whatever they can get, without Reliſh or Appetite. 
The Diſeaſes they were ſubject to ill continue, with - 
aut Encreaſing or Diminiſhing. In Talking, they for- 
get the common Appellation of Things, and the Names 
of Perſons, even of thoſe who are their neareſt Friends 
and Relations. For the ſame Reaſon they never can 
amuſe tnemſelves with Reading, becauſe their Memory 
will not ſerve to carry them from the Beginning of 2 

Sentence to the End; and, by this Defe&, they are de- 
prived of the only Entertainment, whereof they might 
otherwiſe be capable. 

The Language of this Country being always upon 
the Flux, the Stralubrugs of one Age do not underſtand 
thoſe of another; neither are they able, after two 
hundred Years, to hold any Converſation (further than 
by a few general Words) with their Neighbours, the 
Mortals ; and thus they lie under the Diſadvantage of 
_ living like Foreigners in their own Country. 


This 
I 
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This was the Account given me of the S:zn/dbrug:, 
as near as I can remember. I afterwards ſaw five or 


nix of different Ages, the youngett not above two hun- 


dred Years old, who were brought to me at ſeveral 
Times by ſome of my Friends; but although they 
were told that I was a great Traveller, and had ſcen 
all the World, they had not the leaſt Curioſity to alk 
me a Queſtion ; only deſired I would give them Sluau- 
Jhaudojic, or a Token of Remembrance; which is a mo- 
deſt Way of Begging, to avoid the Law that ſtrictly 
forbids it, becauſe they are provided for by the Public, 
although, indeed, with a very ſcanty Allowance. 

They are deſpiſed and hated by all Sorts of People ; 
when one of them is born, it is reckoned ominous, and 


their Birth is recorded very particular; ſo that you 


may know their Age, by conſulting the Regilter ; 
which, however, hath not been kept — a thouſand 
Vears paſt, or, at leaſt, hath been deſtroyed by Time, 
or public Diſturbances, But the uſual Way of com- 
puting, how old they are, is, by aſking them — 

or great Perſons they can remember, and then conſult- 
ing Hiſtory; for, mfallibiy, the lad Prince in their 
Mind did not begin his Reign after they were fourſcore 
Years old. 

They were the moſt mortifying Sight I ever beheld ; 
and the Women more horrible than the Men. Beſides 
the uſual Deformities in extreme old Age, they ac- 
quired an additional Ghaſtlineſs, in Pro 4 - 21 to their 
Number of Years, which is not to be 


among half a Dozen, I 2 


the eldeſt, although there was not above a Century or 


two between them. 
The Reader will eafily believe, that, from what I 


had heard and ſeen, my keen Appetite hy ann 


of Life was much ond, 1 grew 
of the pleaſing Viſions I had formed ; _— 
Tyrant could invent a Death into which I w — 


run with Pleaſure from ſuch a Life. The King heard 
of all that had paſſed between me and * 
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on this Occafion, and rallied me very pleafantly ; wiſh- 


ing I would ſend a Couple of S/ra/dbrugs to my own 
Country, to arm our P 


le 


inſt the Fear of Death; 
but this, it ſeems is 
of the Kingdom, or elſe I ſhould have been well con- 


tent with the Trouble and Expence of tranſporting 


I could not but agree that the Laws of this King- 
dom, relating to the S:ru/dbrugs, were founded upon 


te ſtrongeſt Reaſons, and ſuch as any other Country 


would be under the Neceſſity of enacting in the like 


Circumſtances. Otherwiſe, as Avarice is the neceſſary 


— 4 — of old Age; thoſe Immortals would in 
Time become Proprietors of the whole Nation, and 
engroſs the Civil Power; which, for Want of Abiliti 


to manage, mult end in the Ruin of the Public. 


| to make any Enquiries. But J hope the Dutch, upon 
os = oo this 


— — * 


„„ = 4 I : 

The Author leaves Luggnagg. and ſails to Japan. 
From thence he returns in a Dutch Ship 1% Am- 

ſterdam, and from Amſterdam to England. 


| Thought this Account of the Srrz/dbrugs might be 


ſome Entertainment to the Reader, becauſe it feems 
to be a little out of the common Way; at leaſt, I do 
not remember to have met the like in any Book of 


Travels that hath come to my Hands: And, if I am 


deceived, my Excuſe muſt be, that it is neceſſary for 
Travellers, who deſcribe the @me Country, very of- 
ten to agree in dwelling on the fame Particulars, with- 
out deſerving the Cenfure of having borrowed or tran- 
ſcribed from thoſe who wrote before them. 

There is, indeed, a perpetual Commerce between 


this Kingdom and the great Empire of F-p-: ; and 


it is very probable, that the Japaneſe Authors may 
have given ſome Account of the Srru/dbrugs ; but my 


Stay in Japan was ſo ſhort, and I was fo entirely a 


Stranger to that Language, that I was not qualified 
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this Notice, will be curious and able enough to ſup- 
ply my Defects. | 

His Majeſty having often preſſed me to accept ſome 
Employment in his Court, and finding me abſolutel 
determined to return to my Native Country, was pleaſ- 
ed to give me his Licence to depart, and honoured me 
with a Letter of Recommendation, under his own 
Hand, to the Emperor of Fapan. He likewiſe pre- 
ſented me with Four hundred Forty four large Pieces of 
Gold {this Nation delighting in even Numbers) and a 
red Diamond, which 1 fold in Exgland for Eleven hun- 
dred Pounds. 

On the éth Day of May, 1709, I took a ſolemn 
Leave of his Majeſty, and all my Friends. This 
Prince was ſo gracious, as to order a Guard to con- 
duct me to Glanguenſtald, which is a Royal Port to 
the South-weſt Part of the Iſland. In fix Days I found 
a Veſſel ready to carry me to Fapan, and ſpent fifteen 
Days in the Voyage. We landed at a ſmall Port- 
Town called Xamaſchi, ſituated on the South-eaft Part of 
Japan; the Town lies on the Weſtern Point, where there 
is a narrowStreight, leading North - ward into a long Arm 
of the Sea, upon the North-weſt Part of which, 774, the 
Metropolis, ftands. At Landing I ſhewed the Cz/?cz:- 
houſe Officers my Letter from the King of Luggnags 

to his Imperial Majeſty. They knew the Seal perfectly 
well, it was as broad as the Palm of my Hand. The 
Impreſſion was, 4 King lifting up a lame Beggar fren 
the Earth. The Magittrates of the Town, hearing of 
my Letter, received me as a Public Miniſter; they pro 
vided me with Carriages and Servants, and bore my 
Charges to rde, where I was admitted to an Audi- 


ence, and delivered my Letter, which was opened with 


reat Ceremony, and explained to the Emperor by an 
— who gave me Notice, by his Majeſty's Or 
der, that I ſhould ſignify my Requeſt, and, whatever 
it were, it ſhould be granted, for the Sake of his Royal 
Brother of Luggnagg. This Interpreter was a Perton 
employed to tranſact Affairs with the Ho/landers ; he 
ſoon conjectured, by my Countenance, that I was an 
is 
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Zuropean, and therefore repeated his Majeſty's Com- 
mands in Low Dutch, which he ſpoke perfectly well. 
I anſwered (as I had before determined) that I was a 
Dutch Merchant, ſhipwrecked in a very remote Coun- 


try, from whence I had travelled by Sea and Land to 
. Luggnagg, and then took Shipping fo 


r Fapan, where I 
new my Countrymen often traded, and with ſome of 


theſe I hoped to get an Opportunity of returning into 


Europe: I therefore moſt humbly entreated his Royal 
Favour to give Order, that I ſhould be conducted in 
Safety to Nangaſac: To this I added another Petition, 


that, for the Sake of my Patron, the King of Luggnagg, 


his Majeſty would condeſcend to excuſe my perform- 
ing the Ceremony impoſed on my Counitymen, of 
Trampling upon the Crucifix; becauſe I had been thrown 
into his Kingdom by my Misfortunes, without any In- 


tention of Trading. When this latter Petition was in- 
terpreted to the Emperor, he ſeemed a little ſurprized; 


and ſaid, he believed I was the firſt of my Countrymen, 
who ever made any Scruple in this Point; and that he 
began to doubt whether 1 was a real Hollander, or no; 
but rather ſuſpected | muſt be a Chriſlian. However, 
for the Reaſons, I had offered, but chiefly to gratify 
the King of Luggnags, by an uncommon Mark of his 
Favour, he would comply with the Singularity of my 
Humour; but the Aﬀair muſt be managed with Dex- 


terity, and his Officers ſhould be commanded to let me 


paſs, as it were, by Forgetfulneſs. For he aſſured me, 
that if the Secret ſhould be diſcovered by my Country- 
men, the Dutch, they would cut my Throat in the 
Voyage. I returned my Thanks, by the Interpreter, 
for io unuſual a Favour ; and, ſome Troops being at 
that Time on their March to Nangaſac, the command- 
ing Officer had Orders to convey me fate thither, with 

particular Inſtructions about theBulineſs of theCracifix. 
On the gth Day of Zune, 1709, I arrived at Nuz- 
gaſac, after a very long and troubleſome Journey. I 
toon fell into Company of ſome Dutch Sailors belong - 
ing to the Ambeyna of Aim ſterdam, a ſtout Ship of 450 
| | 9 Tons, 
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Tons. I had lived long in Holland, purſuing my Studies 
at Leyden, and I ſpoke Dutch well. The Seamen ſoon 
knew from whence I came laſt; they were curious to 
enquire into my Voyages, and Courſe of Life. I made 
up a Story as ſhort and probable as I could, but con- 
cealed the greateſt Part. I knew many Perſons in Hol- 
land; I was able to invent Names for my Parents, whom 
T pretended to be obſcure People in the Province of Guei - 
aerland. I would have given the Captain (one Theo- 
dorus Vangrult ) what he pleaſed to aſk for my Voyage 
to Holland; but, underſtanding I was a Surgeon, he was 
contented to take half the uſual Rate, on Condition 
that I would ſerve him in the Way of my Calling. 
Before we took Shipping, I was often aſked by ſome of 
the Crew, whether I had performed the Ceremony 
above-mentioned? I evaded the Queſtion by general 
Anſwers, that I had ſatisfied the Emperor, and Court, 
in all Particulars. However, a malicious Rogue of a 
S:.ipper went to an Officer, and, pointing to me, told 
him, I had not yet trampled on the Crucifix: But the 
other, who had received Inſtructions to let me paſs, 
gave the Raſcal twenty Strokes on the Shoulders with a 
Bamboo; after which, I was no more troubled with 
ſuch Queſtions. CR. | 8 

Nothing ha worth mentioning in thi 5 
We falled with a fair Wind to the Cape of Grod Hive 
where we ſtaid only to take in freſh Water. On the 
216th of April we arrived ſafe at 4mfterdam, having loi 
only three Men by Sickneſs in the Voyage, and a four:! 
who fell from the Fore-maſt into the Sea, not far from 
the Coaft of Guinea. From Amſterdam, I ſoon after 
ſet Sail for Eng/aza, in a ſmall Veſiel belonging to that 
City. | 

On the 1oth of April, 1710, we put in at the Dewws:. 
I landed next Morning, and ſaw once more my native 
Country, after an Abſence of five Years and fix Months 
compleat. I went ſtrait to Regdrif, where I arrived the 
fame Day at Two in the Afternoon, and found my 
Wife and Family in good Health. 

De End of the Third Part. 
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TRAVELS. 
TS :-: 
' A VOYAGE to the Country of the 


HouynNnHNMS. 


— 


CHAP. 4 -. 

The Author ſets out as Captain of a Ship. His 
Men conſpire againſt him, and confine him a long 
Time to his Cabbin. Set him on Shore in an un- 
known Land. He travels up into the Country, 
The Yahoos, a ſtrange Sort of Animal, deſcribed. 
The Author meets two Houyhnhams. 


*“ 


| Continued at Home with my Wife and Children 
about five Months, in a very happy Condition, if 
I could have learned the Leſſon of knowing when I 
was well, I left my poor Wife big with Child, and 
accepted an advantageous Offer me, to be Cap- 
tain of the Adventure, a ſtout Merchant-man, of 350 
Tons: For I underſtood Navigation well, and being 
grown weary of a Surgeon's Employment at Sea, 
which, however, I could exerciſe upon Occaſion, I 
took a ſkilful young Man of that Calling, one Rober? 
Purefoy, into my Ship, We ſet Sail from Port/mouth 
upon the 20 Day of Auguft, 1710; on the 14%, we 
met with Captain Pacock, of Briſtal, at Tenariff, who 
was going to the Bay of Campechy, to cut Logwood. 
On the 16, he was parted from us by a Storm; I 
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none eſcaped ; but one Cabbin-boy, He was an honeſt 
Man and a good Sailor, but a little too poſitive in his 
_ own Opinionz, which was the Cauſe of his Deſtruction, 

as it hath been of ſeveral others. For, if he had fol- 
lowed my Advice, he might have been ſafe at Home 
with his Family at this Time, as well as myſelf, 

I had ſeveral Men died in my Skip of Calentures, fo 

that I was forced to get Recrui:: our of Bur de; and 
the Leeward andi, where I touched, by the Direction 
of the Merchants who employed me; which I had 
ſoon too much Cauſe to repent ; for I found afterwards, 
that moſt of them had been Bugcancers, I had fifty 
Hands on Board, and my Orders were, that 7 ſhould 
trade with the [udians, in the South Sec, and make 
what Diſcoveries I could. Theſe Rogues, whom I 
had picked up, debauched my other Men, and they 
all formed a Conſpiracy to ſeize tne Ship, and ſecure 
me; which they did one Morning, ruſhing into my 
Cabbin, and binding me Hand and Foot, threatning 
to throw me over-board, if I offered to ſtir. I told 
them, I was their Priſoner, and would ſubmit. This 
they made me {wear to do, and then they unbound me, 
only faſtening one of my Legs with a Chain near my 
Bed, and placed a Centry at my Doo: with his Piece 
charged, who was commanded to {hc ot me dead, if Þ 
attempted my ] iberty. They ſent me down V ictuals 
and Drink, and took the Government of- the Ship to 
themſelves. Their Deſign was to turn Pyrates, and 
Plunder the Sporiorde, which they could not do, till 
they got more Men. But firft they reſolved to ſell the 
Goods in the Ship, nnd then go to Mrdageſcar for 
Recruits, ſeveral among them * died ſince my 
Confinement. They ſailed many Weeks, and traded 
with the [-4/-»s; but I knew not what Courſe they 
took, being kept a cloſe Priſoner in my Cabbin, and 
expecting nothing leſs than to be murdered, as they 
often threatcned me. 


Upon 
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Upon the gth Day of May, 1711, one James Welch 
came down to my Cabbin, and ſaid he had Orders 
from the Captain, to ſet me a-ſhore. I expoſtulated 
with him, but in vain; neither would he ſo much as 
tell me who their new Captain was. They forced me 
into the Long-boat, letting me put on my beſt Suit of 
Cloaths, which were as good as new, and a ſmall 
Bundle of Linen, but no Arms, except my Hanger: 
and they were ſo civil as not to ſearch my Pockets, in- 
to which 1 conveyed what Money I had, with ſome 
other little Neceſſaries. They rowed about a League ; 
and then ſet me down on a Strand. I deſired them to 
tell me, what Country it was. They all ſwore, they 
knew no more than myſelf, but ſaid, that the Captain 
(as they called him) was reſolved, after they had fold 
the Lading, to get rid of me, in the firſt Place where 
they could diſcover Land. They puſhed off immedi- 
ately, adviſing me to make Haſte, for fear of being 
overtaken by the Tide, and ſo bad me Farewel. 

In this deſolate Condition I advanced forward, and 
ſoon got upon firm Ground, where I fat down on a 
Bank to reſt myſelf, and conſider what I had beſt todo. 
When was alittle refreſhed, I went up into the Coun- 
try, reſolving to deliver myſelf to the firſt Savages I 
ſhould meet, and purchaſe my Life from them, b 
ſome Bracelets, Glaſs Rings, and other Toys, which 
Sailors uſually provide themſelves with in thoſe Voy- 
ages, and whereof I had ſome about me: The Land 
was divided by long Rows of Trees, not regularly 
planted, but * growing; there was great Plen- 
ty of Graſs, and ſeveral Fields of Oats. I walked ve- 
ry circumſpeRly, for fear of being ſurpriſed, or ſud- 
denly ſhot with an Arrow from behind, or on either 
Side. I fell into a beaten Road, where I ſaw many 
Tracts of human Feet, and ſome of Cows, but moit 
of Horſes. At laſt I beheld ſeveral Animals in a Field, 
and one or two of the fame Kind fitting in Trees. 
Their Shape was very ſingular, and deformed, which a 
little diſcompoſed ine, ſo that I lay'd down behind a 
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Thicket to obſerve them better. Some of them, com- 
ing forward near the Place where I lay, gave me an 
Opportunity of diſtinctly marking their Form. Their 
Heads and Breaſts were covered with a thick Hair, 
ſome frizled, and others lank ; they had Beards like 
Goats, and a long Ridge of Hair down their Backs, 
and the wag = Apbony ogg and Feet; but the 
reſt of their Bodies were bare, ſo that I might ſee 
their Skins, which were of a brown buff Colour. 
They had no Tails, nor any Hair at all on their 
Buttocks, except about the Ars; which, I preſume, 
Nature had placed there, to defend them as they ſat on 
the Ground; for this Poſtuze they uſed, as well as 
| Laying down, and often ſtood on their hind Feet. They 
climbed high Trees, as nimbly as a Squirrel, for they 
| had ftrong extended Claws before and behind, termi- 
nating in ſharp — and hooked. They would of- 
ten ſpring, and bound, and leap with prodigious Agi- 
lity. The Females were not ſo large as the Males ; 
they had long lank Hair on their Heads, but none on 
their Faces, nor any Thing more than a Sort of Down 
on the reſt of their Bodies, except abqut the Anus, and 
Padenda. Their Dugs hung between their Fore-feet, 
and often reached almoſt to the Ground as they walk- 
ed. The Hair of both Sexes was of ſeveral Colours 
brown, red, hlack, and yellow. Upon the whole, I 
never beheld, in all my Travels, ſq diſagreeable an A- 
nimal, nor one againſt which I naturally conceived ſq 
ſtrong an Antipathy. So that thinking I had ſeen 
enough, full of Contempt and Averſion, I got yp, and 
purſued the beaten Road, hoping it might direct me to 
the Cabbin of ſome Indian. I had not got far, when 
I met one of theſe Creatures full in my Way, and 
coming up direftly to me. The ugly Monſter, when 
he ſaw me, diſtorted ſeveral Ways every Feature of 
hy ado ſtared as at an Object he had never 
ſeen before; then, approaching nearer, liſted up his 
Fore-paw, whether out of Curiofity or Miſchief, I 
could not tell. But I drew my Hanger, and gave him 
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a good Blow with the flat Side of it, for I durft not 
ſtrike with the Edge, fearing the Inhabitants might be 


_ provoked againſt me, if they ſhould come to know, 
that I had killed or maimed any of their Cattle. When 


the Beaſt felt the Smart, he drew back, and roarcd fo 
loud, that a Herd, of at leaſt forty, came flocking a- 
bout me from the next Field. houling and making odi- 
ous Faces; but I ran to the Body of a Tree, and, lean- 
ing my Back againſt it, kept them off, by waving my 
Hanger. Several of this curſed Brood getting hoid of 
the Branches behind, leapt up into the Tree, from 


whence they began to diſcharge their Excrements on 


my Head: However, I eſcaped pretty well, by ſtickin 
Cloſe to the Stem of the Tree, but was almoſt ſtifl 
with the Filth, which fell about me on every Side. 

In the Midft of this Diftreſs, I obſerved them all to 
run away on a ſudden as fait as they could, at which I 
ventured to leave the Tree, and purſue the Road, won- 
dering what it was that could put them into this Fright. 
But, looking on my left Hand, I ſaw a Horſe walking 
ſoftly in the Field; which my Perſecutors having ſooner 
_ diſcovered, was the Cauſe of their Flight. The Horſe 
ſtarted a little when he came near me, but, ſoon reco- 


vering himſelf, looked full in my Face, with manifeſt 


Tokens of Wonder: He viewed my Hands and Feet, 
walking round me ſeveral Times. I would have pur- 
ſued my Journey, but he placed himſelf directly in the 
Way, yet looking with a very mild Aſpect, never of- 
fering the leait Violence. We ſtood gazing at each 
other for ſome Time; at laſt I took the Boldneſs to 
reach my Hand towards his Neck, with a Defign to 
ſtroak it, uſing the common Style and Whiſtle of Joc- 
kies, when they are going to handle a ſtrange Horſe. 
But this Animal ſeemed to receive my Civilities with 
Diſdain, ſhook his Head, and bent his Brows, ſoftly 

ing up his right Fore foot to remove my Hard. 
Then he neighed three or four Times, but in ſo different 
2 Cadence, that I almoſt began to think he was ſpeak- 
ing to bunſelf in ſome Language of his own. KI 
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While he.and I were thus employed, another Florſe 
came up; who, applying himſelf to the firſt in a very 
formal Manner, they gently ftruck each other's right 
Hoof before, Neighing ſeveral Times by Turns, and vary- 
ing the Sound, which ſeemed to be almoſt articulate. 
They went ſome Paces off, as if it were to confer to- 
gether, walking Side by Side, backward and forward, 
 hke Perſons deliberating upon ſome Affair of Weight, 

but often turning their Eyes towards me, as it were to 
watch that I might not eſcape. IT was amazed to ſee 
ſuch Actions and Behaviour in Brute Beaits; and con- 
cluded with myſelf, that if the Inhabitants of chis Coun- 
try were indued with a proportionable Degree of Rea- 
ſon, they muſt needs be the wiſeſt People upon Earth. 
This Thought gave me ſo much Comfort, that I re- 
ſolved to go forward, until I could diicover ſome Houſe 
or Village, or meet with any of the Natives; leavin 
the two Horſes to diſcourſe together as they pleaſed. 
But the firſt, who was a Dapple- grey, obſerving me to 
ſteal off, neighed after me in 2 expreſſive a Tone, 
that I fancied myſelf to underſtand what he meant; 
whereupon I turned back, and came near him, to ex- 
pect his farther Commands; but concealing my Fear 
as much as I could; for I began to be in ſome Pain, 
how this Adventure might terminate; and the Reader 
will eaſily believe I did not much like my preſent Situ- 
ation. | 

The two Horſes came up cloſe to me, looking with 
great Earneſtneſs upon my Face and Hands. The 

grey Steed rubbed my Hat all round with his right 
t ore-hoof, and diſcompoſcd it fo much, that I was 
forced to adjuſt it better, by taking it off, and ſettling 
it again; whereat both he and his Companion (who 
was a brown Pay) appeared to be much ſurpriſed; the 
latter felt the Lappet of my Coat, and, finding it to 
hang looſe about me, they both looked with Signs of 
Monder. He ſtroaked my right Hand, ſeeming to ad 
mire the Softneſe, and Colour; but he ſqueezed it fo 
herd between his Hoof and his Paſtern, chat - mo 
| forced 
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forced to roar; after which, they both touched me 

with all poſſible Tenderneſs. They were under great 
Perplexity about my Shoes and Stockings, which they 
felt very often, neighing to each other, and uſing va- 
rious Geſtures, not unlike thoſe of a Philoſopher, when 


he would attempt to ſolve ſome new difficult Phzzno- 


menon. | 

Upon the Whole, the Behaviour of theſe Animals 
was {o orderly and rational, ſo acute and judicious, that 
I at laſt concluded, they muſt needs be Magicians, who 
had thus metamorphoſed themſelves upon ſome De- 
fign, and, ſeeing a Stranger in the Way, were reſolved 


to divert themiclves with him; or, perhaps, were 


really amazed at the Sight of a Man ſo very different 

in Habit, Feature, and Complexion, from thoſe who 
might probably live in ſo remote a Climate. Upon 
the Strength of this Reaſoning, I ventured to addreſs 
them in the following Manner, Gentlemen, if you be 
Conjurers, as I have good Cauſe to believe, you can 
underſtand any Language ; therefore, I make bold to 
let your Worſhips know, that I am a poor diſtreſſed 
Engliſiman, driven by his Mi:fortunes upon your Coaſt, 
and | entreat one of you, to let me ride upon his Back, 
as if he were a real Horſe, to ſome Houle or Village, 
where I can be relieved : In Return of which Favour, 
I will make you a Preſent of this Knife and Bracelet 


(taking them out of my Pocket.) The two Creatures 


ſtood tilent while I ſpoke, ſeeming to liſten with great 
Attention; and, when I had ended, they neighed fre- 
quently towards each other, as if they were engaged in 
ſerious Converſation, I plainly obſerved, that their Lan- 
guage expreſſed the Paſlions very well, and the Words 
might with little Pams be reſolved into an Alphabet, 
more eaſily than the Chineſe. 

I could frequently diſtinguiſh the Word Yahoo, which 
was repeated by each of them ſeveral Times; and, al- 

though it was impoſſible for me to conjecture what it 
meant, yet, while the two Horſes were buſy in Con- 
verſation, | endeavoured to practiſe this Word upon 


my 


8 
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my Tongue; and, as ſoon as they were ſilent, I bold- 
ij pronounced Yahoo, in a loud Voice, imitating, at 
the ame Time, as near as I could, the Neighing of a 
H orie; at which they were both viſibly ſurprized, and 
the Grey repeated the ſame Word twice, as if he meant 
to tea nme the right Accent, wherein I ſpoke after him 
as we; as I could, and found myſelf perceivably to im- 
prove every Time, though very far from any Degree of 
P rfection. Then the Bay tried me with a ſecond 
Weid, much harder to be pronounced; but, reducing 
it to the Exgliſb Orthography, may be ſpelt thus, Houy- 
vnbum. | did not ſucceed in this ſo well as the for- 
mer ; but, after two or three farther Trials, | had bet- 
2 ortune; and they both appeared amazed at my 
Capacity. | 
Love fone farther Diſcourſe, which I then conjec- 

tured might relate to me, the two Friends took their 
Leaves, with the fame Compliment of ſtriking each 
other's Hoof ; and the Grey made me Signs that I 
mould walk before him; wherein I thought it prudent 
to comply, till I could find a better Director. When 
J offered to ſlacken my Pace, he would cry Hbaun, 
Hhuun ; J gueſſed his Meaning, and gave him to un- 
derliand, as well as I could, that I was weary, and not 
able to walk faſter; upon which, he would ſtand a 
while to let me reſt. g 


— —— 


GSR 
The Author cinducted by a Houyhnhnm to his Houſe. 
The Houſe deſcribed The Author's Reception. The 
Fosd of the Houyhahams. The Author in Di/tre/: 
fer Want of Meat, is at laſt relieved. His Mau- 
ner of Feeding in this Country. 


Aving travelled about three Miles, we came to 2 
long Kind of Building, made of Timber, ſtuck 
in the Ground, and wattled a-crofs; the Roof was low, 


to the HOUYHNHNMS. 221 
and covered with Straw. I now began to be a little 
comforted ; and took out ſome Toys, which Travellers 
uſually carry for Preſents to the ſavage Indians of Ame- 
rica, and other Parts, in Hopes the People of the Houſe 
would be thereby encouraged to receive me kindly. 
The Horſe made me a Sign to go in firſt ; it was a large 
Room with a ſmooth clay Floor, and a Rack and Man- 
ger, extending the whole Length on one Side. There 
were three Nags, and two Mares, not cating, but ſome 
of them fitting down upon their Hams, which I very 
much wondered at; but wondered more to fee the reſt 
employed in domeſtic Buſineſs : 'Theſe ſeemed but ordi- 
nary Cattle ; however, this confirmed my firſt Opinion, 
that a People, who could fo far civilize brute Animals, 
muſt necds excel in Wiſdom all the Nations of the 
World. The Grey came in juſt after, and thereby 

revented any ill Treatment, which the others might 
— given me. He neighed to them ſeveral Times in 
a Style of Authority, and received Anſwers. 

Beyond this Room there were three others, reaching 
the Length of the Houſe, to which you paſſed through 
three Doors, oppokice to each other, in the Manner of 

a Viſta; we went through the ſecond Room towards 
the third ; here the Grey walked in firſt, beckoning me 
to attend; I waited in the ſecond Room, and got ready 
my Preſents for the Maſter and Miſtreſs of the Houſe : 
They were two Knives, three Bracelets of falſe Pearl, 
a ſmall Looking-glaſs, and a Bead Necklace. The 
Horte neighed three or four Times, and I waited to 
hear ſome Anſwers in a human Voice, but I obſerved 

no other Returns, than in the ſame Diale&, only one 
or two a little ſhriller than his. I began to think that 
this Houſe muit belong to ſome Perſon of great Note a- 
mong them, becauſe there appeared ſo much Ceremony, 
before I could gain Admitiance. But, that a Man of 
Quality ſhould be ſerved ail by Horſes, was beyond my 
Comprehenfion. I feared my Brain was diſturbed by 
my Sufferings and Mi:tortunes: I rouſed myſelf, and 
looked about me in the Room where 1 was left _ ; 
| - thts 
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this was furniſhed like the firſt, only after a more ele- 
gant Manner. I rubbed my Eyes often, but the ſame 
Objects {till occurred. I pinched my Arms and Sides, 
to awake myſelf, hoping I might be in a Dream. I 
then abſolutely concluded, that all theſe Appearances 
could be nothing elſe but Necromancy and Magic. But 
J had no Time to purſue theſe Refleftions; for the 
Grey Horſe came to the Door, and made me a Sign to 
follow him into the third Room; where I ſaw a very 
comely Mare, together with a Colt and Fole, fitting on 
their Haunches, upon Matts of Straw, not unartfully 
made, and perfectly neat and clean. a 
Ihe Mare, ſoon after my Entrance, roſe from her 
Matt, and coming up cloſe, after having nicely obſerve 
ed my Hands and Face, gave me a molt contemptuous 
Look; then, turning to the Horſe, I heard the Word 
Yahoo often repeated betwixt them; the Meaning of 
which Word I could not then comprehend, although it 
were the firſt I had learned to pronounce; but I was 
ſoon better informed, to my everlaſting Mortification: 
For the Horſe beckoning to me with his Head, and re- 
peating the Word Hu, Hhuun, as he did upon the 
Road, which I underſtood was to attend him, led me 
out into a Kind of Court, where was another Building 
at {ome Diſtance from the Houſe. Here we entered, 
and I ſaw three of thoſe deteſtable Creatures, whom I 
firſt met after my Landing, feeding upon Roots, and 
the Fleſh of ſome Animals, which I afterwards found to 
be that of Aﬀes and Dogs, and now and then a Cow 
dead by Accident or Diſeaſe. They were all tied by 
the Neck with ſtrong W yths, faſtened to a Beam; they 
held their Food between the Claws of their Fore-feet, 
and tore it with their Teeth. 

The Maiter Horſe ordered a Sorrel Nag, one of his 
Servants, to untie the largeſt of theſe Animals, and take 
him into tue Yard. The Beaſt and I were brought 
clole together; and our Countenances diligently com- 
| pared, Loch by Maſter and Servant, who thereupon re- 
peated ſcveral Times the Ward Tu. My _ 
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and Aſtoniſhment are not to be deſcribed, when I ob- 
ſerved, in this abominable Animal, a perfect human 
Figure; the Face of it, indeed, was flat and broad, the 
Noſe depreſſed, the Lips large, and the Mouth wide: 
But theſe Differences are common to all ſavage Nations, 
where the Lineaments of the Countenance are diſtorted, 
by the Natives ſuffering their Infants to lie groveling 
on the Earth, or by carrying them on their Backs, 
nuzzling with their Face againſt the Mother's Shoul- 
ders. The Fore-feet of the 7ahoo differed from my 
Hands in nothing elſe, but the Length of the Nails, 
the Coarſeneſs and Browneis of the Palms, and the 
Hairineſs on the Backs. There was the ſame Reſem- 
blance between our Feet, with the ſame Differences, 
Which I knew very well, though the Horſes did not, 
becauſe of my Shoes and Stockings; the ſame in every 
Part of our Bodies, except as to IIairineſs and Colour, 
which I have already deſcribed. = = 
Ihe great Difficulty, that ſeemed to ſlick with the 
two Horſes, was, to fee the reſt of my Body ſo very 
different from that of a Tee, for which I was obliged 
to my Cloaths, whereof they had no Conception: The 
Sorrel Nag offered me a Root, which he held (after 
their Manner, as we ſhall deſcribe in its proper Place) 
between his Hoof and Paſtern; I took it in my Hand, 
and, having ſmelt it, returned it to him again as civil- 
ly as I could. He brought out of the Yahoo's Kennel 
a Piece of Aſs's Fleſh, but it ſmelt ſo offenſively, that 
E turned from it with Loathing; he then threw it to 
the Yahoo, by whom it was greedily devoured. Heat- 
terwards ſhewed me a Whitp of Hay, and a Fetlock 
full of Oats ; but I thook my Head, to fignify, that 
neither of thele were Food for me. And, indeed, I 
now apprehended that 1 muſt abſolutely ſtarve, if I did 
not get to ſome of my own Species: For as to thoſe 
filthy 7ahocs, although there were few greater I.overs 
of Mank ind, at that Time, than myſelf; yet, I con- 
teſs, I never ſaw any ſenſible Being fo deteſtable on 
all Accounts ; aud the more 1 came near them, the 
| | more 
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This the Maſter Horſe obſerved by my Bebaviour, and 
therefore ſent the Tahas back to his Kennel. He then 
ut his Fore-hoof to his Mouth, at which I was much 
urpriſed, although he did it with Eaſe, and with a 
Motion that appeared y natural ; and made other 
Signs to know what I would eat; but I could not re- 


more hatefu] grew, while I ſtayed in that Oountry. 


turn him ſuch an Anſwer as he was able to apprehend ; 


and, if he had underitood me, I did not fee how it was 
poſſible tocontrive any Way for finding myſelf Nourith- 
ment. While we were thus engaged, 1 obſerved a 


Cow paſſing by, whereupon I pointed to her, and ex- 


preſſed a Deſire to let me go and milk her. This had 
its Effect; for he led me back into the Houſe, and or- 


dered a Mare-ſervant to open a Room, where 2 good 


Store of Milk lay in earthen and wooden Veſſels, after 
2 very orderly and cleanly Manner. She gave me a 


large Bowl full, of which I drank very heartily, and 


found myſelf well refreſhed. | 
About Noon, I ſaw coming towards the Houſe a 
Kind of Vehicle, drawn like a Sledge, by four Tabass. 
There was in it an old Steed, who ſeemed to be of Qua- 
lity ; he alighted with his Hind-feet forward, having, 


by Accident, got a Hurt in his Fore-foot. He came 


to dine with our Horſe, who received him with great 
Civility. They dined in the beſt Room, and had Oats 
boiled in Milk for the ſecond Courſe, which the old 
Horſe eat warm, but the reſt cold. Their Mangers 
were placed circular in the Middle of the Room, and 
divided mto ſeveral Partitions, round which they fat 
on their Haunches upon Boſſes of Straw. In the Mid- 
dle was a large Rack, with Angles anſwering to every 
Partition of the Manger. So that each Horſe and 
Mare eat their own Hay, and their own Maſh of Oats 
and Milk, with much Decency and Regularity. The 
Behaviour of the young Colt and Fole appeared very 
modeſt ; and that of the Maſter and Miſtreſs, extreme- 
ly chearful and complaiſant to their Gueſt. The Grey 


ordered me to ſtand by him; and much Diſcourie 
| paſſed 
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paſſed between him and his Friend concerning me, as I 


epetition of the Word Taboo. 


uent R 
— — to wear my Gloves, which the Maſter 
Grey obſerving 


, ſeemed perplexed, diſcovering Signs of 
Wonder what I had done to my Fore-feet ; he put his 
Hoof three or four Times to them, as if he would fig- 


nify, that I ſhould reduce them to their former Shape, 


which I preſently did, pulling off both my Gloves, and 
putting them into my Pocket. This occaſioned far- 
ther Talk, and I ſaw the Company was pleaſed with 
my Behaviour, whereof I ſoon found the good Effects. 
I was ordered to ſpeak the few Words I underſtood ; 
and while they were at Dinner, the Maſter taught me 
the Names for Oats, Milk, Fire, Water, and ſome 
others; which I could readily pronounce after him, 
having from my Youth a great Facility in learning 


uages. 

When Dinner was done, the Maſter Horſe took me 
aſide, and by Signs and Words, made me underſtand 
the Concern that he was in, that I had nothing to eat. 
Oats, in their Tongue, are called Hlaunb. This Word 
I pronounced two or three Times; for although I had 
refuſed them at firſt, yet, upon ſecond Thoughts, I 
_ conſidered that I could contrive to make of them a 
Kind of Bread, which might be ſufficient, with Milk, to 
keep me alive, till I could make my Efcape to ſome 
other Country, and to Creatures of my own Species. 
'The Horſe immediately ordered a white Mare ſervant, 
of his Family, to bring me a good Quantity of Oars, in 
a Sort of wooden Tray. Theſe I heated before the 
Fire, as well as I could, and rubbed them till the Huſks 
came off, which I made a Shift to winnow from the 
Grain; I gr and beat them between two dtones, 


then took Water, and made them into a Paſte or Cake, 


which I toaſted at the Fire, and eat warm with Milk. 
It was at firit a very inſipid Diet, though common 
enough in many Parts of Europe, but grew tolerable 


by Time; and, having been often reduced to hard 


Fare 


found by the Stranger's often looking on me, and the 
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Fare in my Life, this was not the firſt Experiment I had 
made, how eaſily Nature is ſatisfied. And I cannot 
but obſerve, that I never had one Hour's Sickneſs, 
while I ſtaid in this Iſland. It is true, I ſometimes 
made a Shift to catch a Rabbit, or Bird, by 8 prings 
made of Yahoo's Hairs; and | often gathered whole - 
ſome Herbs, which I boiled, or eat as Sallads with my 
Bread ; and now and then for a Rarity, I made a lit- 
tle Butter, and drank the Whey. Slag firſt at a 


And as to myſelf, when I left this — it was a 
great while before I could endure the Taſte of it in any 
Thing that I eat. 
This is enough to ſay upon the Subject of my Diet, 
wherewith other Travellers fill their Books, as if the 
Readers were concerned, whether we fared 
well or ill. ever, it was neceſſary to mention this 
1 Poo Stn wer ter obey roy | 
I could find Suſtenance for three Years 1 Coun- 
try, and among ſuch Inhabitants. 

When it grew towards Evening, the Maſter Horſe 
ordered a Place for me to lodge in; it was but fix 
Yards from the Houſe, and from the Stable 
_ of the Yahoos. mig 0n% conan 
m with my own Cloaths, t 
S — Anry as the 
n when I come to treat 


more particularly about my Way of Living. 


CHAP. 
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Fo WAR IM 
The Author fludious to learn the Language; the 


Houyhnhnm, his Maſter, aſſiſts in teaching him. 
The Language deſcribed. Several Houyhnhams 


4 ality came out of Curioſity to ſee the Author. 
Te gives his Maſter a ſhort Account of his Voyage. 


V principal Endeavour was to learn the Lan- 

guage, which my Maſter (for ſo I ſhall hence- 
forth call him) and his Children, and every Servant of 
his Houſe were defirous to teach me. For they looked 
upon it as a Prodigy, that a brute Animal ſhould diſco- 
ver ſuch Marks of a rational Creature. I pointed to 
every Thing, and enquired the Name of it, which I 
wrote down in my Journal- Boot when I was alone, 
and corrected my bad Accent, by deſiring thoſe of the 
Family to pronounce it often. In this Employment a 
Sorrel Nag, one of the under Servants, was ready to 
| * me. 

In ſpeaking, they pronounce through the Noſe and 
Throat, and their Language approaches r.careſt to the 
High-Dutch, or German, of any I know ia Europe; 
but is much more graceful and — The Em- 
peror Charles V, made almoſt the ſame Obſervation, 
when he ſaid, That, if he were to ſpeak to his Horſe, 
it ſhould be in High-Dutch. | 

The Curioſity and Impatience of my Maſter were ſo 
that he ſpent many Hours of his Leiſure to in- 
me. He was convinced (as he afterwards told 

me) that I muſt be a Taboo; but my Teachableneſa, 
Civility, and Cleanlineſs aſtoniſhed him which were 
ſo oppoſite to thoſe Animals. He 
was moſt perplexed about my Cloaths, reaſoning fome- | 
times with himſelf, whether they were a Part of my 
Body; for I never pulled them off till the Family were 
aſleep, and got them on before they waked in the 
2 My Maſter was eager to learn from whence 

Q_z I came; 


e becauſe the Yahoos (whom he faw 1 
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J came; ; how 1 acquired thoſe Appearances of Reaſon, 
which I diſcovered in all my Actions ; and to know 
my Story from my own Mouth, which he hoped he 
ſhould ſoondo, by he great Proficiency I made in learn- 
ing and pronouncing their Words and Sentences. To 
help my Memory, I formed all I learned into the Eg /1/þ 
Alphabet, and writthe Words down, with the Tranſla- 
tions. This laſt, after ſome Time, I ventured to do 
in my Maſter's Preſence. It coſt me much Trouble to 
explain to him what I was doing; for the Inhabitants 
have not the leaſt Idea of Books or Literature. | 


In about ten Weeks Time, I was able to- underſtand 


moſt of his Queſtions; and in three Months could give 


him fome tolerable Anſwers. He was extremely curi- 


ous to know from what Part of the Country I came, 
and how I was taught to imitate a rational Creature; 
exactly reſembled 


the Sea, or that «Farce! of Brutes could move 
a wooden Veſſel whither they pleaſed upon Water 
was ſure no Howybnbum alive could make ſuch a Vefle!, 
nor would truſt Yahcos to manage it. | 

The Word Hourhnhwn, in their Tongue, 


Horſe, and in its Etymology, the Perfettion of Nature. 


I told my Maſter, that ] — — 


6 as I could; * 
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ſhort Time I ſhould be able to tell him Wonders: He 


was pleaſed to direct his own Mare, his Colt and Fole, 
and the Servants of the Family, to take all Opportu- 
nities of inſtructing me; and every Day, for two or 
thtee Hours, he was at the ſame Pains himſelf: Seve- 


ral Horſes and Mares of Quality, in the Neighbour- 
| hood, came often to our Houſe, the Report ſpread 
of a wonderful Taboo, that could fi like a Heuy- 


hnhnm, and ſeemed, in his Words and Actions, to diſco- 
ver ES Reaſon. Theſe delighted to 
converſe with me; put many Queſtions, and re- 
ceived ſuch Anſwers as I was able to return. By all 


theſe Advantages, I made x pee Progreſs, that, in 


five Months from my Arrival, I underftood whatever 


was ſpoke, and could expreſs myſelf tolerably well. 

The Houyhnhnms who came to viſit my Maſter, out 
of a Deſign of ſeeking and talking with me, could hard- 
ly believe me to be a right Tabea, becauſe my Body 
had a different Covering from others of my Kind. 
They were aſtoniſhed to obſerve me without the uſual 
Hair, or Skin, except on my Head, Face, and Hands; 
but I diſcovered that Secret to my Maſter, upon an Ac- 
cident, which happened about a Fortnight before. 

I have already told the Reader, that every Night 
when the Family were gone to Bed, it was my Cuſtom 
to ſtrip, and cover myſelf with my Cloaths: It hap- 

ed one Morning early, that my Maſter ſent for me, 

the Sorrel Nag, who was his Valet; when he came, 
I was faſt aſleep, my Cloaths fallen off on one Side, and 
my Shirt above my Waſte. I awaked at the Noiſe he 
made, and obſerved hun to deliver his Meſſage in ſome 
Diſorder ; after which he went to my Maſter, and in a 
great Fright gave him a very confuſed Account of 
what he had : This I preſently diſcovered ; for 
going as ſoon as I was dreſſed, to pay my Attendance 
upon his Honour, he aſked me the Meaning of what 
his Servant had reported; that I was not the fame 
Thing — - 0 be at pag 
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that his Valet aſſured him ſome Part of me was white, 
{ome yellow, at leaſt not ſo white, and ſome brown. 

I had hitherto concealed the Secret of my Dreſs, in 
order to diſtinguiſh myſelf, as much as poſſible, from 
that curſed Race of V. boost; but now I found it in vain 
to do ſo any longer. Beſides, I confidered that my 
Cloaths and Shoes would ſoon wear out, which alrea- 
dy were in a declining Condition, and muſt be ſupplied 
by ſome Contrivance from the Hides of Taboos, or o- 

ther Brutes; whereby the whole Secret would be 
known: I therefore told my Maſter, That, in the 
Country from whence I came, thoſe of my Kind al- 
ways covered their Bodies with the Hairs of certain 
Animals prepared by Art, as well for Decency, as to 
avoid the Inclemencies of Air both hot and cold ; of 
which, as to my own Perſon, I would give him imme- 
_ diate Conviction, if he pleaſed to command me; only 
deſiring his Excuſe, if I did not expoſe thoſe Parts, 
that Nature taught us to conceal. He ſaid my Diſ- 
_ courſe was all very ſtrange, but eſpecially the laſt Part; 
for he could not underftand why Nature ſhould teach 
us to conceal what Nature had given. That neither 
himſelf nor Family were aſhamed of any Parts of their 
Bodies ; but, however, I might do as | pleaſed. 
Whereupon, I firſt unbuttoned my Coat, and pulled it 
off. I did the ſame with my Waiſtcoat; I drew off 
my Shoes, Stockings, and Breeches. I let my Shirt 
down to my Waiſt, and drew up the Bottom, faſtening 
— * a Girdle about my Middle to hide my Naked - 
My Maſter obſerved the whole Performance with 
great Signs of Curioſity and Admiration. He took up 
all my Cloaths in his Paſtern, one Piece after another, 
and examined them diligently; he ſtroaked my Body 
very gently, and looked round me ſeveral Times, after 
which he faid, it was plain I muſt be a perfect Taboo 
but that I differed very much from the reſt of my Spe- 
cies, in the Softneſs and Whiteneſs, and Smoothneſs of 
my Skin, my Want of Hair iti ſeveral Parts of my * 
| he 
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the Shape and Shortneſs of my Claws behind and be- 
fore, and my Affectation of Walking continually on my 
two hinder Feet. He deſired to ſee no more; and gave 
me Leave to put on my Cloaths again, for I was ſhud- 
dering with Cold. 


I expreſſed my Uneaſineſs at his giving me ſo often 


the Appellation of Yahoo, an odious Animal, for which 
I had ſo utter an Hatred and Contempt: I begged he 
would forbear applying that Word to me, and take 
the ſame Order in his Family, and among his Friends, 
whom he ſuffered to ſee me. I requeited likewiſe, 
that the Secret of my having a falſe Covering to my 
Body might be known to none but himſelf, at leaſt, as 
long as my preſent Cloathing ſhould laſt; for, as to 
what the Sorrel Nag, his Valet, had obſerved, his Ho- 
nour might command him to conceal it. 

All this my Maſter very graciouſly conſented to, and 
thus the Secret was kept till my Cloaths began to wear 
out, which I was forced to ſupply by ſeveral Contri- 
vances, that ſhall hereafter be mentioned. In the mean 
Time, he deſired I would go on with my utmoſt Dili- 
gence to learn their Language, becauſe he was more 
aſtoniſhed at my Capacity for Speech and Reaſon, than 
at the Figure of my Body, whether it were covered or 


no; adding, that he waited with ſome Impatience to 


hear the Wonders which I promiſed to tell him. 

From thenceforward he doubled the Pains he had 
been at to inſtruct me; he brought me into all Com- 
pany, and made them treat me with Civility, becauſe, 
as he told them privately, this would put me into good 
Humour, and make me more diverting. 

Every Day, when I waited on him, beſide the Trou- 
ble he was at in Teaching, he would aſk me ſeveral 
Queſtions concerning myſelf, which I anſwered as well 
as I could ; and by theſe Means, he had already re- 
_ ceived ſome general Ideas, though very imperfect. It 
would be tedious to relate the ſeveral Steps, by which 
I advanced to a more regular Converſation : But the 

"WS firſt 
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firſt Account gave of myſelf, in any Order and Length, 
was to this Purpoſe: 

That I came from a very far Country, as I already 
had attempted to tell him, with about fifty more of my 
own Species; that we travelled upon the Seas, in a 
great hollow Veſſel made of Wood, and larger than 
his Honour's Houſe. I deſcribed the Ship to him in 
the beſt Terms I could, and explained, by the Help of 

my Handkerchief diſplayed, how it was drived for- 
ward by the Wind. That, upon a among us, 
F was ſet on ſhore on this Coaſt, where I walked for- 
ward, without knowing whither, till he delivered me 
from the Perſecution of thoſe execrable Y:hoos. He 
aſked me, who made the Ship, and how it was poſlible 
that the Houyhnhnms of my Country would leave it to 
the Management of Brutes? My Anſwer was, That 
J durſt proceed no farther in my Relation, unleſs he 
would give me his Word and Honour that he would 
not be offended, and then I would tell him the Won- 
ders I had ſo often promiſed. He agreed, and I went 
on, by aſſuring him, that the Ship was made by Crea- 
tures like myſelf, who in all the Countries I had tra- 
velled, as well as in my own, were the only govern- 
ing, rational Animals ; and that, upon my Arrival hi- 
ther, I was as much aftoniſhed to ſee the How hnhnms 
act like rational Beings, as he or his Friends, could be 
in finding ſome Marks of Reaſon in a Creature he was 
ed to call a Tabeo; to which I owned my Reſem- 
in every Part, but could not account for their 
_ degenerate and brutal Nature. I ſaid further, that if 
good Fortune ever reſtored me to my Native Country, 
to relate my Travels hither, as I reſolved to do, every 
Body would believe that 1 /d tHe Thing which was 
ant; that I invented the Story out of my own Head; 
and, with ail poſhble Reſpect to himſelf, his Family, 
and Friends, and under his Promiſe of not being of- 
fended, our Countrymen would hardly think it proba- 
ble, that a Honybrhb»m ſhould be the preſiding Creature 
of a Nation, and a Tuboo the Brute. 


CHAP. 


CHAP-Iv; | 
Me Houyhnahnms Notian of Truth and Falſhood. 
The Author's Diſcourſe diſapproved by his Maſter. 


The Author gives a more particular Account of 
himſelf, and the Accidents of his Voyage. 


Y Mafter heard me with ; Appearances of 
Uneafineſs in his 88 ; becauſe Doubt- 

ing, or not Believing, are ſo little known in this Coun- 
try, that the Inhabitants cannot tell how to behave 
themſelves under ſuch Circumſtances. And I remem- 
ber, in frequent Diſcourſes with my Maſter, concern- 
ing the Nature of Manhood, in other Parts of the 
World, having Occaſion to talk of Lying, and falſe 
Repr ſentat ion, it was with much Difficulty that he 


comprehended what I meant ; —_— he had other- 


wiſe a moſt acute Judgment. For he argued thus: 


That the Uſe of Speech was to make us underſtand 


one another, and to receive Information of Facts; 


now, if any one ſaid the Thing that was not, theſe. 
Ends were defeated ; becauſe I cannot properly be ſaid 


to underſtand him; and I am fo far from receiving In- 
formation, that he leaves me worſe than in Ignorance, 


for I am led to believe a Thing Black when it is White, | 


and Short when it is Long. And theſe were all the 
Notions he had concerning that Faculty of Lying, fo 
perfectly well underſtood, and fo univerſally practiſed, 
among human Creatures. ms 

To return from this Digreſſion; when [I aſſerted that 
the Tahoos were the only governing Animals in my 
Country, which, my Malter ſaid, was altogether paſt 
his Conception, he defired to know, whether we had 
Honyhnhnms among us, and what was their Employ- 


ment: I told him, we had t Numbers; that in 


Summer they grazed in the Fields, and in Winter were 

kept in Houſes, with Hay and Oats, where Yahoo Ser- 
vants were employed to rub their Skins ſmooth, 
| comb 
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comb their Manes, pick their Feet, ſerve them with 
Food, and make their Beds. I underſtand you well, 
ſaid my Maſter; it is now very plain, from all you 
have ſpoken, that, whatever Share of Reaſon the Ta- 
besos pretend to, the Houyhnhaums are your Maſters ; 1 
heartily wiſh our Yaboos would be fo tractable. I beg- 
ged his Honour would pleaſe to excuſe me from pro- 
ceeding any farther, becauſe I was very certain, that 
the Account he expected from me would be highly 
diſpleaſing. But he infiſted in commanding me to let 
kim know the beſt and the worſt : I told him, he ſhould 
be obeyed. I owned, that the Houybnhnms among us, 
whom he called Horſes, were the moſt generous and 
comely Animal we had ; that they excelled in Strength 
and Swiftneſs; and when they belonged to Perſons of 
Quality, employed in Travelling, Racing, or drawi 
Chariots, they were treated with much Kindneſs an 
Care, till they fell into Diſeaſes, or became foundered 
in ͤ the Feet; but then they were ſold, and uſed to all 
Kind of Drudgery, till they died; after which their 
Skins were ftripped, and fold for what they were 
worth, and their Bodies left to be devoured by Dogs 
and Birds of Prey. But the common Race of Horſes 
had not fo good Fortune, being kept by Farmers and 
Carriers, and other mean People, who put them to 
| Labour, and fed them worſe. I deſcribed, as 
well as I could, our Way of Riding ; the Shape and 
Uſe of a Bridle, a Saddle, a Spur, and a Whip; of 
Flarneſs and Wheels. I added, that we faſtened Plates 
of a certain hard Subſtance, called Iran, at the the Bot- 
tom of their Feet, to preſerve their Hoofs from being 
droken by the ſtony Ways on which we often travel- 
My Maſter, after ſome Expreſſions of great Indig- 
nation, wondered how we dared to venture upon a 
Houybxhnm”s Back; for he was ſure, that the weakeſt 
Sn be ge _—_— 4 
ſtrongeſt Yahoo; or by lying down, and rolling on his 
Back, ſqueeſe the Brute to Death. I anſwered, That 


Our 


to the HOUYHNHNMS. 235 


our Horſes were trained up, from three or four Years 
old, to the ſeveral Uſes we intended them for ; That, 
if any of them proved intolerably vicious, they were 
employed for Carriages ; that they were ſeverely bea- 
ten, while they were young, for any miſchievous 


Tricks: That the Males defigned for common Uſe 


of Riding or Draught, were generally caſtrated about 
two Years after their Birth, to take down their Spirits, 
and make them more tame and gentle ; that they were, 
indeed, ſenfible of Rewards and Puniſhments ; but his 
Honour would pleaſe to conſider, that they had not the 


leaſt Tincture of Reaſon, any more than the Y2hoos in 
this Country. 


It put me to the Pains of many Circumlocutions to 


give my Maſter a right Idea of what I ſpoke ; for their 
Language doth not abound in Variety of Words, be- 
cauſe their Wants and Paſſions are fewer than among 
us. But it is impoſſible to repreſent his noble Reſent- 


ment at our ſavage Treatment of the Houyhnhnm Race; 


particularly after I had explained the Manner and Uſe 
of caſfrating Horſes among us, to hinder them from 
propagating their Kind, and to render them more ſer- 


vile. He faid, if it were poſſible there could be any 


Country where Taboos alone were endued with Reaſon, 
they certainly muſt be the governing Animal ; becauſe 
Reaſon will in Time always prevail againſt brutal 


Strength. But, conſidering the Frame of our Bodies, 


and eſpecially of mine, he thought no Creature of equal 
Bulk was ſo ill contrived, for employing that Reaſon 
in the common Offices of Life; whereupon, he defired 
to know, whether thoſe, among whom I lived, reſem- 
bled me, or the Yahoos of his Country. I aſſured him, 
that 1 was as wel! ſhaped as moſt of my Age: But the 
Younger, and the Females, were much more ſoft and 
tender, and the Skins of the latter, generally as white 
as Milk. He ſaid I differed, indeed, from other T7 - 
Boos, being much more cleanly, and not altogether ſo 
deformed ; þut in Point of real Advantage, he * 
I ] dik- 
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I differed for the worſe. That my Nails were of no 
Uſe, either to my Fore or Hinder-feet ; as to my Fore- 
feet, he could not properly call them by that Name, 
for he never obſerved me to walk upon them ; that. 
they were teo ſoft to bear the Ground ; that I gene- 
rally went with them uncovered, neither was the Co- 
vering I ſometimes wore on them, of the ſame Shape, 
or ſo ſtrong as that on my Feet behind. That I could 
not walk with any Security, for, if either of my Hin- 
der- feet flipped, I muſt inevitably fall. He then be- 
gan to find Fault with other Parts of my Body; the 
Flatneſs of my Face, the Prominence of my Noſe, 
mine Eyes placed directly in Front, ſo that I could 
not look on either Side, without turning my Head : 

That I was not able to feed myſelf, without hfting one 
of my Fore-feet to my Mouth : And therefore Na- 
ture had placed thoſe Joints to anſwer that Neceſſity. 
He knew not what could be the Uſe of thoſe ſeveral 
Clefts and Diviſions in my Feet behind, that theſe were 
too ſoft to bear the Hardneſs and Sharpneſs of Stones, 
without a Covering made from the Skin of ſome other 
Brute; that my whole Body wanted a Fence againſt 
Heat and C „which I was forced to put on and off 
every Day with Tediouſneſs and Trouble. And laſtly, 
that he obſerved every Animal in this Country na- 
turally to abhor the 12 whom the Weaker a- 
voided, and the Stronger drove from them. So that 
ſuppoſing us to have the Gift of Reaſon, he could 
not ſee how it were poſſible to cure that natural Anti- 
pathy which every Creature diſcovered againſt us; nor 
conſequently, how we could tame and render them ſer- 
viceable. However, he would (as he ſaid) debate the 
Matter no farther, becauſe he was more deſirous to 
know my own Story, the Country where I was born, 
and the ſeveral Actions and Events of my Lite before 
I came hither. 

I aſſured him, how extremely deſirous I was, that 
he ſhould be ſatisfied in every Point; *» 

muc 
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much, whether it would be poſſible for me to explam 
myſelf on ſeveral Subjects, whereof his Honour could 


have no Conception, becauſe I ſaw nothing in his 


Country, to which I could reſemble them. That, 
however, I would do my beſt, and ſtrive to expreſs 
myſelf by Similitnces, humbly defiring bis Aſſiſtance, 
when I wanted proper Words ; which he was pleaſed 
ro promiſe me. | 33 

L faid, my Birth was of honeſt Parents, in an Iſland 
called England, which was remote from this Country, 


as many Days Journey as the ſtrongeſt of his Honour's 


Servants could travel in the annual Courſe of the Sun. 
That I was bred a Surgeon, whoſe Trade it is to cure 
Wounds and Hurts in the Body, got by Accident or 
Violence; that my Country was governed by a Fe- 
male Man, called a Qucen. That I left it to get 
Riches, whereby I might maintain myſelf and Family 
when 1 ſhould return. That, in my laft Voyage, I 
was Commander of the Ship, * had about fifty Ta- 
heos under me, many of which died at Sea, and I was 
forced to ſupply them by others, picked out from ſe- 
veral Nations. That our Ship was twice in Danger 
of being ſunk; the firſt Time by a great Storm, and 
the ſecond, by ſtriking againſt a Rock. Here my 
Maſter interpoſed, by aſking me, How I could per- 
ſuade Strangers out of different Countries to venture 
with me, after the Loſſes I had ſuſtained, and the Ha- 
zards I had run. I faid, they were Fellows of defpe- 


rate Fortunes, forced to fly from the Places of their 


Birth, on Account of their Poverty or their Crimes. 


Some were undone by Law-fuits ; others ſpent all they 


had in Drinking, Whoring, and Gaming; others fled 
for Treaſon; many for Murder, Theft, Poiloning, 
Robbery, Perjury, Forgery, coming falſe Money, for 
committing Rapes or Sodomy ; for flying from their 
Colours, or deſerting to the Enemy, and moſt of them 
had broken Priſon ; none of theſe durit return to their 
native Countries for fear of being hanged, or of ſtar- 


ring 
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ving in a Jail; and, therefore, were under a Neceſſity 
of ſeeking a Livelihood in other Places. 

this Diſcourſe, my Maſter was pleaſed to in- 
terrupt me ſeveral Times; I had made Uſe of many 
Circumlocutions, in deſcribing to him the Nature of 
ſeveral Crimes, for which moit of our Crew had been 
forced to fly their Country. This Labour took up ſe- 
veral Days Converſation, before he was able to com- 
prehend me. He was wholly at a Loſs to know what 
could be the Uſe or Neceſſity of thoſe Vices. 
To clear up which, I endeavoured to give him ſome 
| Ideas of the Defire of Power and Riches; of the ter- 
rible Effects of Luft, Intemperance, Malice, and Envy. 
All this I was forced to define and deſcribe, 2 
Caſes, and making Suppoſitions. After which, like 
done whoſe Imagination was ſtruck with { ne- 
ver ſeen or heard of before, he would lift up his Eyes 
with Amazement and Indignation. Power, Govern- 
ment, War, Law, Puniſhment, and a thouſand other 
Things had no Terms, wherein that could 
— them; which made the Difficulty almoſt in- 
ſuperable to give my Maſter any Conception of what 
I meant. But being of an excellent U 
much improved by Contemplation and Converſe, he At 
laſt arrived at a competent Knowledge of what human 
Nature, in our Parts of the World, is capable to per - 
form, and defired I would give him ſome 
Account of that Land, which we call Europe, 


cially of my — — 


eſpe- 
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CHAP. V. 
The Author, at his Maſter's Commands, informs him 


of the State of England. The Cauſes of War 


among the Princes of "Europe. The Author begins 
to explain the Engliſh — 


4 2 Reader may pleaſe to obſerve, chat the ſol- 
lowing Extract of many Converſations I had 
with my Maſter, contains a Summary of the moſt ma- 
terial —— which were diſcourſed at ſeveral Times, 
for above two Years; his Honour often deſiring fuller 
Satisfaction, as I farther improved in the Honyhnhune 
Tongue. I laid before him, as well as [ — the 
whole State of Europe; I diſcourſed of Trade and Ma- 
nufactures of Arts and Sciences; and the Anſwers I 
gave to all the Queſtions he made, as they aroſe upon 
teveral Subjects, were a Fund of Converſation, not to 
de exhauſted. But I ſhall here only ſet down the Sub- 
| ſtance of what paſſed between us concerning my own 
Country, reducing it into Order as well as I can, with- 
out any Regard to Time, or other Circumſtances, while 
I ſtrictly adhere to Truth. My only Concern is, that 
I ſhall hardly be able to do Juſtice to my Maſter's Ar- 
guments and Expreſſions, which muſt needs ſuffer, by 
my Want of Capacity, as well as by a Tranſlation i into 
our barbarous Exgliſb. 
In Obedience, — to his Hansur s Commands, 
I related to him the Revolution under the Prince of 
Orange; the long War with France entered into by 
the faid Prince, and renewed by his Succeſſor the pre- 
fent Queen, wherein the greateſt Powers of Chriſten- 
dom were engaged, and which ſtill continued: I com- 


puted, at his Requeſt, that about a Million of Tabaos 
; (mig have been killed in the whole Progreſs of it ; 
Tunes as many Ships burnt or ſunk, 


perhaps, a hundred or more Cities taken, and hve 
- "ip 
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He aſked me what were the uſual Cauſes or Motives 
that made one Country go to War with another. I 
anſwered they were innumerable ; but I ſhould only 
mention a few of the chief. Sometimes the Ambition 
of Princes, who never think they have Land or Peo- 
4 ple enough to govern; ſometimes the C of 

iniſters, who engage their Maſter in a War, in order 
to ſtifle or divert the Clamour of the Subjects againſt 
their evil Adminiſtration. Difference in Opinions hath 
coſt many Millions of Lives: For Inſtance, whether 
Fle be Bread, or Bread be Fleſb: whether the Juice 
of a certain Berry be Blood or Vine; whether Whiſt- 
ling be a Vice or Vine; whether it be better to 4% a 

t, or throw it into the Fire; what is the beſt Colour 

a Coat, whether Black, White, Red, or Grey; and 
whether it ſhould be leng or fort, zarrow or wide, 
dirty or clean, with many more. Neither are any Wars 
ſo furious and bloody, or of ſo long Continuance, as 
Sor TI II—onts in Opentan, choca if 
it be in Things indifferent. 

Sometimes the Quarrel between two Princes is to 
decide, which of them ſhall diſpoſſeſs a third of his Do- 
minions, where neither of them pretend to any Right. 
Sometimes one Prince quarrelleth with another, for 
fear the other ſhould quarrel with him. Sometimes a 
Waris entered upon, e the Enemy is too ſtray ; 
and ſometimes, becauſe he is too weak. Sometimes 
our Neighbours <want the Things which we have, or 
have the Things which we wa ; and we both fight, 
till they take ours, or give ustheirs. It is a very juſtifia- 
ble Cauſe of a War, to invade a Country, after the 
People have been waſted by Famine, deſtroyed by Peſ- 
tilence, or embroiled by Factions among elves. 
It is juſtifiable to enter into War againſt our neareſt Al- 
ly, when one of his Towns lies convenient for us, or a 

erritory of Land, that would render our Dominions 
round and 1 en. 

ation, where eople are poor and ignorant, 
may — them to Death, e 
ves 
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Slaves [1 in order to civilize and reduce them 
from their barbarous Pay, of Living. It is a very 
ties Gr te 0 frequatit Praftice, when 
| S 
| at an Invaſion, that the Aſſiſtant, when he 
| = riven out the Invader, ſhould ſeize on the Do- 
minions himſelf, and kill, impriſon, or baniſh the 
Prinee he came to relieve. Alliance by Blood, or | 
Marriage, is a Cauſe of War between Princes; 3 
and the nearer Kindred is, the greater is their 


tion to quarrel: Poor Nations are hungry, and | 

rich Nations are proud; and Pride and Hunger will ever | 
be at Variance. For theſe Reaſons, the Trade of a : i 
Soldier is held the moſt honourable of all others: Be- 
cauſe a Soldier is a Yahoo hired to kill in cold Blood as 
many of his own Species, who had never offended him, 
as poſſibly be can. i 
There is, likewiſe, a Kind of beggarly Princes in i 
Europe, not able to make War by themſelves, who b 
hire out their Troops to richer Nations, for ſo much 
a Day to each Man; of which they keep Three 
fourths to themſelves, and it is the beſt Part of their 
Maintenance ; ſuch are thoſe in many Northern Parts 
of Europe. 

What you have told me (ſaid my Maſter) upon the 
Subject of War, does, indeed, diſcover moſt admira- 


a ding Miſchief 
For, your Mouths lying flat with ann 
| bite each other to any Purpoſe, unleſs by 


Then as be Cones woe ou Foe I | 
© and behind, are ſo ſhort * tender, that 
of our Tab e would drive 2 Dozen of yours be- 
fore him. And, therefore, in recounting the Num- 
bers of thoſe who have becn killed in Battle, I can- 


of 
not but think um you have ſaid the Thing which is 
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I could nat forbear ſhal:ing my Head, and ſmiling 
a little at his Ignorance. And, being no Stranger to 


the Art of War, I gave him a Deſcription of Cannons, 


Culverins, Muſkets, Carabines, Piſtols, Bullets, Pow- 
der, Swords, Bayonets, Battles, Sieges, Retreats, At- 
tacks, Undermmes, Countermines, Bombardments, 
Sea-fights ; Ships ſunk with a thouſand Men; twen- | 
ty thouſand killed on each Side; dying Groans, 
Limbs flying in the Air; Smoke, Noite, Confuſion, 
Trampling to Death under Horſes Feet; Flight, Pur- 
fuit, Victory; Fields ſtrewed with Carcaſes, left for 
Food to Dogs and Wolves, and Birds of Prey ; Plun- 
dering, Stripping, Raviſhing, Burning and Deſtroying. 

And to fet fhrth the Valour of my own dear Coun- 
trymen, I aſſured him, that | had ſeen them blow up a 
hundred Enemies at once in a Siege, and as many in 
a Ship ; and 'bcheld the dead Bodies come down in 
Pieces from the Clouds, to the great Diverſion of the 

T was going on to more Particulars, when my Maſ- 
ter commanded me Silence. He ſaid, Whoever un- 
derſtood the Nature of Taboos, * eaſily believe it 
poſſible for ſo vile an Animal, to be capable of every 
Action I had named, if their Strength and Cunning 
equalled their Malice. But as my Diſcourſe had in- 
creaſed his Abhorrence of the whole Species, ſo he 
found it gave him a Difturbance in his Mind, to which 
he was wholly a Stranger before. He thought his 
Ears, being uſed to ſuch abominable Words, might, 
by Degrees, admit them with leſs Deteſtation. That 
although he hated the Taboos of this Country, yet he 
no more blamed them for their odious Qualities, than 
he did a Gunazh (a Bird of Prey) for its Cruelty, or a 
ſharp Stone for cutting his Hoof. But when a Crea- 
ture, pretending to Reafon, could be capable of ſuch 
Enormities, he dreaded, left the Corruption of that 
Faculty might be worſe than Brutality itſelf. He 
ſeemed therefore confident, that, inſtead of Reaſon, 
we were only pofleffed of fome Quality fitted to in- 

1 b 


s 
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creaſe our natural Vices; as the Reflection from a 
troubled Stream returns the Image of an ill-ſhapen 
Body, not only larger, but more d&fterted. 

He added, that he had heard too much upon the 
Subject of War, both in this, and ſome former Diſ- 


courſes. There was another Point which a little per- 


plexed him at preſent. I had informed him, that 
ſome of our Crew left their Country on Account of 
being ruined by Law ; that I had already explained 
the Meaning of the Ward ; but he was at a Loſs how 
it ſhould come to paſs, that the Law, which was in- 
tended for every Man's Preſervation, ſhould be any 
Man's Ruin. Therefore he deſired to be further ſa- 
tisfied what meant by Laar, and the Diſpenſers there- 
of, according to the preſent Practice in my own Coun- 
try; becauſe he thought Nature and Reaſon were fuf- 
ficient Guides for a reaſonable Animal, as we pretended 
to be, in ſhewing us what we ought to do, and what 

to avoid. | 
I affured his Honour, that Law was a Science in 
which I had not much converſed, further than by em- 


ploying Advocates in vain, upon ſome Injuſtices. that 


had been done me; however, I would give him all the 
Satisfaction I was able. 

I faid, there was a Society of Men among us, bred 
up from their Youth in the Art of proving by Word: 


multiplied for the Purpoſe, that Vite is Black, and 


Black is White, according as they are paid. To this 
Society all the reſt of the People are Slaves. For 
Example, if my Neighbour hath a Mind to my Ceo, 
he hires a Lawyer to prove that he ought to have my 
Cow from me. I muſt then hire another to defend 
my Right, it being againſt all Rules of Law, that any 
Man ſhould be allowed to ſpeak for himſelf. Now, 
in this Caſe, I, who am the right Owner, lie under 
two Diſadvantages ; Firft, my Lacvyer, being practiſed 
almoſt from his Cradle in defending Falſhood, is quite 


out of his Element, when he would be an Advocate 


for Juſtice, which, as an Office unnatural, he always 
55 attempts 
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attempts with great Awkwardnefſs, if not with ill Will. 
The Second Diſadvantage is, that my Lawyer muſt pro- 
ceed with great Caution, or elſe he will be reprimand- 
ed by the Fadges, and abhorred by his Brethren, as 
one that would leſſen the Practice of the Law. And 
therefore I have but two Methods to preſerve my Cow. 
The firſt is to gain over my Adverſary's Lawyer with 
a double Fee; who will then betray his Client, by 
inſinuating, that he hath 7z/fice on his Side. The 
ſecond Way is for my Lawyer to make my Cavſe ap- 
ob juſt as he can, by allowing the Cow to be- 
ng to my Adverſary ; and this, if it be fkilfully done, 
will certainly beſpeak the Favour of the Bench. Now, 
your Honour is to know, that theſe Judges are Perſons 
appointed to decide all Controverſies of Property, as 
well as for the Trial of Criminals, and picked out from 
the moſt dextrous Lawyers, who are grown old or 
lazy, and having been biaſſed all their Lives againſt 
Truth and Equity, are a a n of 
favouring Fraud, Perjury, a „ that I have 
| known ſeveral of them refuſe Bribe from the 
Si ice lay, rather than injure the Faculty 
3 any Thing unbecoming their Nature or their 
ce. 
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_ ſhort ; whether the Field I graze her in be round 
or ſquare ; whether ſhe was milked at Home or Abroad; 
i. Diſeaſes the is ſubject to, and the like; after 
which they conſult Precedenis, adjourn the Cauſe from 
Time to Time, and in ten, twenty, or thirty Years, 
come to an Iſſue. 
It is likewiſe to be obſerved, that this Society hath 
a peculiar Cant and Jargon of their own, that no o- 
ther Mortal can underftand, and wherein all their Laws 
are written, which they take ſpecial Care to multiply ; 
whereby they have wholly confounded the very Eſ- 
ſence of Truth and Falſhood, of Right and Wrong ; 
ſo that it will take thirty Years to decide whether the 
Field left me by my Anceſtors for fix Generations, 
—_ to me, or to a Stranger three hundred Miles 


In the Trial of Perſons accuſed for Crimes againſt 


the State, the Method is much more ſhort and com- 


mendable : The Judge firſt ſends to ſound the Dif] 
tion of thoſe in Power, after which he can eaſily 
or ſave a Criminal, ſtrictly preſerving all due Forms of 


Law. 
ter poſing, ſaid it was a Pity, that 


Here my Maſter in 
Creatures endowed with ſuck prodigious Abilities of 
Mind, as theſe Lawyers, by the Deſcription I gave of 
them, muſt certainly be, were not rather 
— in Wiſdom and Knowledge. 
In Anſwer to which, I aſſured his Honour, that, in all 
Points out of their own Trade, they were uſually the 
moſt ignorant and ſtupid Generation among us, the moſt 
deſpicable in common Converſation, avowed Enemies 
to all Knowledge and Learning, and ually diſpoſed 
to pervert the Reafon of Mankind in every 

7 ů — * of their own Fre- 
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CBA. v. N 
A Continuatian 1 the State of England. The Cha- 


rafter of a Firft or Chief Miniſler of State in 
European Czurts. | 


M Y Mafter was yet wholly at a Loſs to underſtand 
what Motives could incite this Race of Lawyers 
to perplex, diſquiet, and weary themſelves, and en- 
gage in a Confederacy of Injuſtice, meerly for the Sake 
of injuring their Fellow-animals ; neither could he 
comprehend what I meant in faying, they did it for 
Hire. Whereupon I was at much Pains to deſcribe to 
him the Uſe of Money, the Materials it was made of, 
and the Value of the Metals; that, when a Tabea had 
got a great Store of this precious Subſtance, he was able 
to purchaſe whatever he had a Mind to, the fineſt 
Cloathing, the nobleit Houſes, great Tracts of Land, 
the moſt coſtly Meats and Drinks; and have his 
Choice of the moſt beautiful Females. Therefore, 
fince Money alone was able to perform all theſe Feats, 

our I ab, thought, they could never have enough of 
it to ſpend, or to ſave, as they found themſclves in- 
clined, from their natural Bent either to Profuſion or 
Avarice. That the rich Man enjoyed the Fruit of 
the poor Man's Labour, and the latter were a thou- 
ſand to one in Proportion to the former. That the 
Bulk of our * were forced to live miſerably, by 
labouring every Day for ſmall Wages, to make a few 
live plentifully. I enlarged myſelf much on theſe, and 
many other Particulars, to the ſame Purpoſe : But his 
Honour was ſtill to ſeek : For he went upon a Suppo- 
fition, that all Animals had a Title to their Share in 
the Productions of the Earth; and eſpecially thoſe who 
| preſided over the reſt. Therefore he deſired I would 
let him know, what theſe coſtly Meats were, and how 
any of us happened to want them. Whereupon I enu- 
merated as many Sorts as came into my Head, = 
e 
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the various Methods of Dreſſing them, which could nat 
be done, without ſending Vettels by Sea to every Part 
of the World, as well for Liquors to drink, as for 
Sauces, and innumerable other Conveniences. I af- 
fured him, that this whole Globe of Earth muſt be at 
leaſt three Times gone round, before one of our better 
Female Taboas could get her Breakta!t, or a Cup to 
put it in. He ſaid, that muſt needs be a miſerable 
Country, which cannot furniſh Food for its own In- 
habitants. But what he chiefly wondered at, was how 
tuch vaſt Tracts of Ground, as 1 deſcribed, ſhould be 
wholly without - Water, and the People put to the 
Neceſſity of ſending over the Sca for Drink. I re- 
plied, that England (the dear Place of my Nativity) 
was computed to produce three Times the Quantity 
of Food, more than its Inhabitants are able to con- 
ſume, as well as Liquors extracted from Grain, or 
preſſed out of the Fruit of certain Trees, which made 
Excellent Drink; and the ſame Proportion in every 
other Convenience of Life. But in order to feed the 
Luxury and Intemperance of the Males, and the Va- 
nity of the Females, we ſent away the greateſt Part 
of our neceſſary Things to other Countries, from 
whence, in Return, we brought the Materials of Dil- 
_ eaſes, Folly, and Vice, to ſpend among ourſelves. 
Hence it follows of Neceſfity, that vaſt Numbers ot 
our People are compelled to ſeek their Livelihood by 
Begging, Robbing, Stealing, Cheating, Pumping, For- 
ſwearing, Flattering, Suborning, Forging, Gaming, 
Lying, Fawning, Hectoring, Voting, Scribling, Star- 
gazing, Poiſoning, Whoring, Canting, Libelling, Free- 
thinking, and the like Occupations : Every one of which 
Terms I was at much Pains to make him underitand. 
That Wine was not imported among us from toreign 
Countries, to ſupply the Want of Water, or other 
Drinks, but becauſe it was a Sort of Liquid which 
made us merry, by putting us out of our Senſes ; di- 
verted all melancho)y Thoughts, begat wild extrava- 
gant Imaginations in the Brain, raiſed our Hopes, and 
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baniſhed our Fears ; ſuſpended every Office of 8 
for a Time, and deprived us of the Uſe of our Limbs, 
till we fell into a profound Sloop; 2 it muſt de 
confeffed, that we always awaked ſick and diſpirited; 
and that the Uſe of this Liquor filled us with Diſcaſes, 
which made our Lives uncomfortable and ſhort, _ 

But, beſide all this, the Bulk of our People ſupyort- 
ed themſelves by furniſhing the Neceſſities or Conye- 
niencies of Life to the Rich, and to each other. For 
Inftance, when I am at Home, and dreſſed, as I ought | 
to be, I carry on my Body the Workmanſhip of an 
hundred Tradeſmen ; the Building and Furniture of my 
Houſe employ as many more, and five Times the Num- 
4 to adorn my Wi 


ing dan tell bus etage Sort of People, 
ay get gerthcir iv ivelihood by a ending the Sick, having, 
upon ſome Occaſions, informed nour, that ma- 


ny of my Crew had died of Diſeaſes, But here it was 
with the utmoſt Difficulty, that I brought him to ap- 


prehend what F meant. He could eafily conceive, 
that a Houybnhnm grew weak and heavy a ow — 

4 
t 


| before his Death; or, by ſome Accident, mi 
Limb. But that Natuie, who works all 

Perfection, ſhould ſuffer any Pains to breed in aur Bo- 

dies, he thought impoſſible, and defired to know the 
Reaſon of ſo unaccountable an Evil. I told him, we 
fed on a thouſand Things, which operated contrary to 
each other; that we eat when we were not hungry, 
and drank withoat the ag” anon} ge that we 
ſat whole Nights drinking ſtrong Liquors without eat- 
— mo diſpoſed 4 = Baths enflamed our 
B an ipitated or ented Degiſtion. That 
proſtitute Female Yahoes L a — Malady, 
which bred Rottenneſs in the Bones of thoſe who 2 
inio their Embraces; that this, and many other Diſ- 
caſes, were propagated from Father to Son; ſo that 
great Numbers come into the World with, compli- 
cated Maladies upon them; that it would be 
eo give him a Catalogue of all Diſeaſes incident to hu- 


an 
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man Bodies; for they could not be fewer than five of 
fix hundred ſpread over every Limb, and Joint; in 
ſhort, every Part, external and inteſtine, having Diſ- 
eaſes appropriated to each. To remedy which, there 

was a Sort of People bred up among us, in the Pro- 
or Pretence, of curing the Sick. And, becauſe 


I had ſome Skill in the Faculty, I would, in Grati- 


tude to his Honour, let him know the whole Myſtery 
and Method by which they proceed. 

Their Fundamental is, that all Diſeaſesariſe from Re- 
pletion ; from whence they conclude, that a great Eva- 
cuation of the Body is neceſſary, either through the 
natural Paſſage, or upwards at the Mouth. Their 
next Buſineſs is, from Herbs, Minerals, Gums, Oils, 
Shells, Salts, Juices, Sea-weed, Excrements, Barks of 
Trees, Serpents, Toads, Frogs, Spiders, dead Mens 
Fleſh and Bones, Birds, Beaſts, and Fiſhes, to form a 
Compoſition for Smell and Taſte the molt abominable, 
nauſeous, and deteſtable, they can poſſibly contrive, 
which the Stomach immediately rejects with Loathing; 
and this they call a Yomit: Or elſe, from the ſame 
Store-houſe, with ſome other poiſonous Additions, they 
command us to take in at the Orifice above or below 
(juſt as the Phyſician then happens to be diſpoſed) a 
Medicine equally annoying — diſguſtful to 2 Bowels; 
which relaxing the Belly, drives down all before it; 
and this they call a Purge, or a Cher. For Nature 
(as the Phyſicians alledge) having intended the ſuperior 
anterior Orifice only for the Intromiſſion of Solids and 
Liquids, and the inferior poſterior for Ejection; eie 
Artiſts ingeniouſly conſidering that in all Diſeaſes Na- 
ture is forced out of her Seat; therefore, to replace her 
in it, the Body muſt be treated in a Manner direchly 
contrary, by interchanging the Uſe of each Orifice; 
forcing Solids and Liquids in at the 4, and making 
Evacuations at the Mouth. 

But, beſides real Diſeaſes, we are ſubject to many 
that are only imaginary, for which the Phyſician: have 

invented Imaginary Cures ; theſe have their ſeveral. 
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Names, and fo have the Drugs that are preper for 
them; and with theſe our Female Taboo are always 
infeſted. | | 
One great Excellency, in this Tribe, is their Skit! 
at Progrofticks, wherein they ſeldom fail; their Predic- 
tions in rea] Diſeaſes, when they riſe to any Degree of 
Malignity, generally portending Death, which is al- 
ways in their Power, when Recovery is not: And 
therefore, upon any unexpected Signs of Amendment 
after they have pronounced their Sentence, rather than 
be accuſed as Elſe Prophets, they know how to 
pow their Sagacity to the World, by a ſeaſonable 
e. | 
They are likewiſe of ſpecial Uſe to Huſbands and 
Wives, who are grown weary of their Mates ; to eld- 
eſt Sons, to great Miniſters of State, and often to 
Princes. | 1 | | 
J had formerly, upon Occaſion, diſcourſed with my 
Maſter upon the Nature of Government in general, and 
particularly of our own excellent Confiitution, deſerved- 
by the Wonder and Envy of the whole World. But 
having here accidentally mentioned a Minifter of State; 
he commanded me, ſome Time after, to inform him, 
what Species of Tabcos I particularly meant by that Ap- 
pellation. | | 
J told him, that a Firſt or Chief Miniſter of State, 
who was the Perſon I intended to deſcribe, was a 
Creature wholly exempt from Joy and Grief, Love and 
Hatred, Pity and Anger; at leaſt, makes Uſe of no 
other Paſſions, but a violent Deftre of Wealth, Power, 
and Titles; that he applies his Words to all Uſes, ex- 
cept to the Indication of his Mind; that he never tells 
2 Truth, but with an Intent that you ſhould take it 
for a Lye; nor a Lye, but with a Deſign that you 
ſould take it for a Truth; that thoſe he ipeaks worſt 
of behind their Backs, are in the ſureſt Way of Pre- 
ferment; and whenever he begins to praiſe you to 
others, or to yourſelf, you are from that Day forlorn. 
The worſt Mark you can receive is a Premiſe, eſpeci- 
| | . ally 
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ally when it is confirmed with an Oath ; after which, 
every wile Man retires, and gives over all II 7 

There are three Methods by wllich a Man may riſe 
to be Chief Minifter : The firſt is, by — how 
with Prudence to diſpoſe of a Wiſe, a Daughter, or a 
Siſter : The ſecond, by betraying or undermining his 
Predeceſſor: And the third is, by a furious Zeal in 
Public Aſſeinblies againſt the Corruptions of the Court. 
But a wile Prince would rather chooſe to employ thoſe 
who practiſe the laſt of theſe Methods; becauſe ſuch 
Zealots prove always the moſt obſequious andi ſubſer- 
vient to the Will and Paſſions of their Matter, That 
thete Mixiſlers, having all Employrients at their Dif- 
poial, preferve themſelves in i ower by bribing the Ma- 
Jority of a Senate or great Council; and at laſt, by an 
Expedient, called an 2 of Indemnity (whereof de- 
ſcribed the Nature to him) they ſecure themſclves from 
after Reckonings, and rctire from the Yublic, laden 
with the Spoils of the Nation. 

The Palace of a CH Miniſter is a Seminary to 
breed up others in his own Trade . The Pages, Lac- 
quies, and Porter, by imitating their Matter, become 
Miniſters of State in their ſeveral Diſtricts, and learn to 
excel in the three principal Ingredients, of Iaſalence, 
Lying, and Bribery. Accordingly, they have a Szbal- 
tern Court paid to them by Perions of the beſt Rank; 
and ſometimes, by the Force of Dexterity and Impu- | 
dence, arrive, through ſeveral Gradations, to be Suc- 
ceſſors to their Lord. 
le is uſually governed by a decayed Wench, or fa- 
rourite Footman, who are the Tunnels through which 
all Graces are conveyed, and may properiy be called, 
ia the laſt Reſort, the Governors of the Kingdom. 

One Day in Diſcourſe, my Matter, having heard 
me mention the ability of my Country, was Pleaſed 
to make mea Compliment, which 1 could not pretend 
to deſerve: That he was furc, I mutt have been born 
of ſome noble Family, becauſe I tar exceeded. :n 
Shape, — and Cleanlineſs, al! the 724-0: N 
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Nation, although I ſeemed to fail in Strength and A- 
gility, which muſt be imputed to my different Way of 
Living from thoſe other Brutes ; and beſides, I was 
not only endowed with the Faculty of Speech, but 
likewiſe with ſome Rudiments of Reaſon, to a De- 
gree, that, with all his Acquaintance, I paſſed for a 
Prodigy. 3 

He made me obſerve, that, among the Houyhnhrms, 
the White, the Sorrel, and the I[ron-grey, were not ſo 
exactly thaped as the Bay, the Dapple- grey, and the 
Black ; nor born with equal Talents of the Mind, or a 

Capacity to improve them; and therefore continued 
always in the Condition of Servants, without ever aſ- 
piring to match out of their own Race, which, in that 

Country, would be reckoned monſtrous and unnatural. 

I made his Honour, my moiſt humble Acknowledg- 
ments for the good Opinion he was pleaſed to conceive 
of me; but aſſured him, at the ſame Time, that my 

Birth was of the lower Sort, having been born of plain 

honeft Parents, who were juſt able to give me a tole- 
rable Education: That Nobility, among us, was alto- 
gether a different Thing from the Idea he had of it; 
that our young Noblemen are bred from their Child- 
hood in Idleneſs and Luxury; that, as ſoon as Years 
will permit, they conſume their Vigour, and contract 
odious Diſeaſes among lewd Females ; and when their 
Fortunes are almoſt ruined, they marry ſome Woman 
of mean Birth, diſagreeable Perſon, and unſound Con- 
ſtitution, merely for the Sake of Money, whom they 
hate and deſpiſe. That the Productions of ſuch Mar- 

riages are generally ſcrophulous, ricketty, or deformed 

Children, by which Means, the Family ſeldom conti- 
nues above three Generations, unleſs the Wife takes 
Care to provide a healthy Father among her Neigh- 
bours or Domeſtics, in order to improve and continue 

the Breed. That a weak diſeaſed Body, a meager 
Countenance, and fallow Complexion are the true 
Marks of Noble Blood ; and a healthy robuſt Appear- 
ance 15 fo diigraceful in a Man of Quality, _ wr 
. Vorld 
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World concludes his real Father to have been a Groom, 
or a Coachman, The Imperfections of his Mind run 
parallel with thoſe of his Body, being a Compoſition 
of Spleen, Dulneſs, Ignorance, Caprice, Senſuality, 
and Pride. | 

Without the Conſent of this illuſtrious Body, no Law 
can be made, repealed, or altered; and theſe have the 
Decifions of all our Poſſeſſions, without Appeal. 


— — 


* 


CHAP. VII. 

| The Author's great Love of his native Country. His 
Maſter's Obſervations upon the Conſtitution and 
Adminiſtration of England, as deſcribed by the 
Auther, with parallel Caſes and Compariſons. His 
Maſter's Obſervations upon Human Nature. 


* HE Reader may be diſpoſed to wonder how B 
could prevail on myſelf to give ſo free a Repre- 

fentation of my own Species, among a Race of Mor- 
tals, who are already too apt to conceive the vileſt O- 
pinion of Human Kind, from that intire Congruity be- 
twixt me and their Yahoos. But I muſt freely confeſs, 
that the many Virtues of thoſe excellent Quadruped:, 
laced in oppoſite View to Human Corruptions, had 
fo far opened my Eyes, and enlarged my Underſtand- 
ing, that I began to view the Actions and Paſſions of 
Man in a very different Light; and to think the Ho- 
nour of my own Kind not worth managing; which, 
beſides, it was impoſlible for me to do, before a Perſon 
of ſo acute a Judgment as my Maſter, who daily con- 
vinced me of a thouſand Faults in myſelf, whereof I 
had not the leaſt Perception before, and which, among 
us, would never be numbered, even among human In- 
firmities. I had likewiſe learned, from his Example, 
an utter Deteſtation of all Falſhood or Diſguiſe ; and 
Truth appeared ſo amiable to me, that I determined 
upon ſacrificing every thing to it, a 
| | e 
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Let me deal ſo candidly with the Reader, as to con- 
feſs, that there was yet a much ſtronger Motive for the 
Freedom I took in my Repreſentation of Things. I 
had not been a Year in this Country, before 1 con- 
tracted ſuch a Love and Veneration for the Inhabi- 
tants, that I entered on a firm Reſolution, never to re- 
turn to Human Kind, but to paſs the reft of my Life 
among theſe admirable Houyhnhnms, in the Contem- 
—＋ and Practice of every Virtue; where I could 

ve no Example or Incitement to Vice. But it was 
decreed by Fortune, my perpetual Enemy, that ſo great 
a Felicity ſhould not fall to my Share. However, it is 
now ſome Comfort to reflect, that, in what I ſaid of 
my Countrymen, I extennated their Faults, as much as 
I durſt, before ſo ſtrict an Examiner; and, upon every 
Article, gave as favourable a Turn as the Matter would 
bear. For, indeed, who is there alive, that would not 
be ſwayed by his Byaſs and Partiality to the Place of 

J have related the Subſtance of ſeveral Converſations 
I had with my Maſter, during the greateſt Part of the 
Time I had the Honour to be in his Service ; but have, 
indeed, for Brevity Sake, omitted much more than is 
| here ſet down. 

When I had anſwered all his Queſtions, and his 
Curiofity ſeemed to be fully fatished ; he ſent for me 
one Morning early, and commanding me to fit down 
at ſome Diſtance (an Honour which he had never be- 
fore conferred upon me) he ſaid, he had been very ſe- 
riouſly conſidering my whole Story, as far as it related 
both to myſelf and my Country: That he looked up- 
on us as a Sort of Animals, to whoſe Share, by what 
Accident he could not conjecture, ſome ſmall Pittance 
of Reaſon had fallen, whereof we made no other Uſe, 
than, by its Aſſiſtance, to aggravate our natural Cor- 
ruptions, and to acquire new ones which Nature had 
not given us: That we diſarmed ourſelves of the few 
Abilities ſhe had beſtowed; had been very ſucceſsful 
in multiplying our original Wants, and ſeemed to ſpend 

33 es our 
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dur whole Lives in vain Endeavours, to ſupply them by 
our own Inventions. That as to myſelf, it was mani- 
feſt, I had neither the Strength or Agility of a common 
_ Yuhoe; that I walked infirmly on my hinder Feet; had 

found out a Contrivance to make my Claws of no Uſe 
or Defence, and to remove the Hair from my Chin, 
which was intended as a Shelter from the Sun and the 

Weather. Laſtly, That | could neither run with Speed, 
nor climb Trees like my Brethren (as he called them) 
the Tabcos in this Country. Z 

That our Inftitutions of Government and Law were 
Plainly owing to our groſs Defects in Reaſan, and by 
Conſequence, in Virtue; becauſe Reaſon alone is ſuſſi- 
. cient to govern a rational Creature; which was there- 
ſore a Character we had no Pretence to challenge, even 
from the Account I had given of my own People ; al- 
though he manifeſtly perceived, that, in order to favour 
them, I had concealed many Particulars, and often /aid 
the Thing xuhich was not. 

He was the more confirmed in this Opinion, becauſe 
he obſerved, that as I agreed in every Feature of my 
Body with other Taboos, except where it was to my real 
Diſadvantage, in Point of Strength, Speed, and Acti- 
vity, the ſhortneſs of my Claws, and tome other Par- 
ticulars, where Nature had no Part ; ſo, from the Re- 
preſentation I had given him of our Lives, our Man- 
ners, and our Actions, he found as near a Reſemblance 
inthe Diſpoſition of our Minds. He faid, the Tabac: 
were known to hate one another, more than they did 
any different Species of Animals; and the Reaſon, uſu- 
ally aſſigned, was, the Odiouſneſs of their own Shapes, 
which all could fee in the reſt, but not in themſelves. 
He had therefore begun to think it not unwiſe in us to 
oer our Bodies, and, by that Invention, conceal ma- 
ny of our own Deformities from each other, which 
would elſe be hardly ſupportable. But he now found 
he had been miſtaken, and that the Diſſentions of thoſe 
Erutes, in his Country, were owing to the ſame Cauſe 
with ours, as I had deſcribed them. For, if (ſaid he} 

WW : you 
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among five Yahoos as much Food as would 
riot, tor Pikes, they will, inſtead of eating peace- 
ably, fall together by the Ears, each one im- 
patient to Lawe all to itſelf; add therefore a Servant 
was uſually employed to ſtand by, while they were 
feeding Abroad, and thoſe, kept at Home, were tied 
at a Diſtance from each other; that if a Cow died of 
Age or Accident, before a Hezybnbum could ſecure it 
for his own Yahoos, thoſe in the Neig hbourkood would 
come in Herds to 2 — 
Battle as I had deſcribed, with terrible Wounds made 
by their Claws on bath Sides, although they ſeldom 
were able to kill one another, for Want of ſuch con- 
ꝶ60—n enn At 
other Tunes, the like Battles have been fought between 
the Yahoos 3 ſeveral Neighbourhoods, without any vi- 


ities to ſurpriſe the next, before they are prepared. 

But, if the the Project hath miſcatried, they re- 
turn Home, and, for Want of Enemies, engage in what 
J call a Civil War among themſelves. - 
That, in ſome Fields of his Country, there are oer. 
of ſeveral Colours, whereof the Ta- 
and when Part of theſe Stone: 
as it ſometimes happenetly, they 
their Claws for whole Days to 
carry them away, and hide them b 
Heaps in their Kennels ; but ſtill looking round with 
3 for fear their Comrades ſhould find out 


theſe Stones could be of any Uſe to a Taboo; but now 
he believed it from the ſame Principle 
of Avarice, which I had afcribed'to Mankind: That 


one of his Yahoos had buried it: — the ſor- 
did Animal miffing his Treaſure, by his loud Lament- 
ing, brought the whole Herd to the Place, theve tai 
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rably howled, then fell to 
—— es | wooks never 
work, till — owes | 
Sroxes into the fame Hole, and hide them as before ; 
which when his 74400 had found, he preſently reco- 
vered his Spirits, and good Humour, but took Care to 
remove them to & better Fliding-place, and hah ever 
fince been a very ſerviceable Brute. 

My Maſter farther aſſured me, which I alſo obſerv- 
ed myſelf, that, in the Fields were the /ining Stones 
—— by rayannt Heck of the naigh. 
oug the h- 
bouring Yahoo.. wu * 

He faid, it was common, when two Taboos diſco- 
vered fuch a Stone in a Field, and were 
which of them ſhould be the Proprietor, a third wo 
take the Advantage, —— — 
which my Maſter would needs contend to have ſome 
Kind of Neſemblance with our Snits at Lau]; wherein 
I thought it for our Credit not to undeceive him; fince 
the Deciſion he mentioned was much more equitable 
than many Decrees among us: Becauſe the Plaintiff and 
Defendant there loft nothing beſide the Sone they con- 
_ tended for, whereas our Courts of Equity would never 


have diſmiſſed the Cauſe, while either of chem had any 
thing left. 


Ppetite ery 
Thing that came in their Way, whether Herbe, Roots, 
Berries, the corrupted Fleſh of Animals, or all mingled 
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There was alſo another Kind of Noot very 
ſomewhat rare and difficult to be found, 
B ſought for with much E 
it with great Delight; it produced in them the fame 
Effects that Wine hath upon us. It would make them 
ſometimes hug, and ſometimes tear one another ; they 
would howl and grin, and chatter, and reel, and tum- 
ble, and then fall aſleep in the Mud. | 
I did, indeed, obſerve, that the Yahoos were the only 
Animals in this Country ſubject to any Diſeaſes; which, 
however, were much fewer than Horſes have among 
us, and contracted not by any ill Treatment they meet 
with, but by the Naſtineſs, and Greedineſs of that ſor- 
did Brute. Neither has their Language any more than 
a general Appellation for thoſe Maladies, which is bor- 
rowed from the Name of the Beaſt, and called Husa 
Taboo or the Yahoos-Ewil, and the Cure 1 is a 
Mixture of their own Dung and Urine, foreibly 
down the Yahoo's Throat. This I have fince Men 
known to have been taken with Succeſs, and do freely 
recommend i it to my 8 che Public Good, 
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and would ſuck 


As to Learning, Government, Arts, Manufactures, 
and the like, my Maſter confeſſed, he could find little 
or no Reſemblance between the Taboos of that Coun- 
try and thoſe in ours. For he only meant to obſerve 
what Parity there was in our Natures. He had heard, 
indeed, ſome curious obſerve, that, in moſt 
Herds, there was a Sort of ruling Tubes (as, among us, 
there is generally ſome leading or principal Stag in a 
Park) who was always more deformed in Body, and 
miſchievous in Diſpoſition, than any of the reſt. That 
this Leader had uſually a Favourite as lile himfelf as he 
could get, whoſe Employment was to /ich his Maſter's 
Feet and Pofteriors, and drive the Female Yahoos to his 
Kennel; for which he was now and then rewarded with 
a Piece of Afs's Fleſh. This Favourite is hated by the 
whole Herd, and therefore, to protect himſelf, keeps 

ways 


crements upon him from Head to Foot. But how far 


| which debaſed human Underſtanding below the Saga- 


mit the Male, while ſhe was 
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always near the Perſon of his Leader. He uſually con- 


tinues in Office till a worſe can be found ; but, the v 


Moment he is diſcarded, his Succeffor at the Head of 
all the Taboos in that Diſtrict, Young and Old, Male 
and Female, come in a Body, and dif their Ex- 


this might be applicable to our Courts and Favouriter, 
and Miniſters of State, my Maſter faid I could beſt de- 
termine. 

I durſt make no Return to this malicious Infinuation, 


city of a common Haaad, who has Judgment enough 

to diſtinguiſh and follow the Cry of the able Dog in 

the Pack, without being ever miſtaken. | 
My Maſter told me, there were ſome Qualities re- 


markable in the Tabea, which he had not obſerved 


me to mention, or at leaſt very ſlightly in the Accounts 
1122 he ſaid; thoſe Ani- 
mals, like other Brutes, had their Females in common ; 
but in this they differed, that the She-7ahoo would ad- 
z. and that the 
Hees would quarrel and fight with the Females, as 
fiercely as with each other. Both which Practices 
were ſuch Degrees of infamous Brutality, that no other 


ſenſitive Creature ever arrived at. Fe” 


Another Thing he wondered at in the Taboas, was 


their ſtrange Diſpoſition to Naſtineſs and Dirt; where- 
as there appears 


to be a natural Love of Cleanlineſs in 
„ nn nn. 
I was to without any Reply, becauſe 
I had tor Word 6 or oyon them in Deuce of my 
Species, which otherwiſe I certainly had done from 
my own Inclinations. But I could have eaſily vindi- 
cated Human Kind from the Imputation of Si 
upon the laſt Article, if there had been any Sine in 
that Country (as unluckily for me there were not) which, 
although it may be a ſweeter Quadruped than a Yahoo, 
cannot, I humbly conceive in Juſtice, pretend to more 
Cleanlineſs; and ſo his Honour himſelf muſt have 
_— owned, 
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owned, if be had ſeen their filthy Way of Feeding, and 
their Cuſtom of wallowing and fleeping in the Mud. 
: =P Maſter likewiſe mentioned another. Quality 
which his Servants had diſcovered in ſeveral Yahoos, and 
to him was wholly. unaccountable. He ſaid, a Fancy 
. 
that came near him, although he were young and fat, 
— — — 
Remedy they found was, to ſet him to hard Work, - 
ter. which he would infallibly come to himſelf. To 
this I was filent, gut of Partiality tomy own Kind; yet 
here I could plainly diſcover the true Seeds of Spleen, 
2 

ich; who, if they were forced to 1 5 
imen, I would undertake for the Cure. "YR 
Yahoo would often ſtand behind a Bank or a Buſh, to 


wy ee 

culations, which he had drawn from what he obſerved 

could not reflect, without ſome Amazement, and much 

| Sorrow, that the Rudiments of Lewdneſs, Cagnetry, 
Care, and Scandal, ſhould have Place, by Inſtinct. 
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CHAP. VIII.. 
| hoos. The great Virtues of the Houyhnhnms. 
The Education and Exerciſe of their Youth. Their 
general Aſembly. 


A* I ought to have underſtood human Nature much 


better than I ſuppoſed it poſſible for my Maſter 
to do, ſo it was eaſy to a rern ve of 
the Taboas to myſelf, 242 I be- 
lieved, I could yet make farther ne — 
Obſerv I therefore often begged his Fa- 


Yahoos in the 


| : 0 
le Brutes would never ſuffer me to be cor- 
them ; and his Honour ordered one of his 
2 ſtrong Sorrel Nag, very honeſt and good. 
Guard, without whoſe Protection, I 
For I have al- 
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felling into their Clutches, 
at any Diſtance without 


was of their own Species, a ow I often aſſiſted myſelf, 
by ſtripping up my Sleeves, and ſhewing my naked 
Arms and Breaſt in their Sight, when my Protector was 


with me. At which Times they would approach as 


8 3 near 


of the Va- 


ü of 
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near as they. durſt, and imitate my Actions aſter the 
Manner of Monkies, but ever with great Signs of Ha- 
_ tred; as à tame Fack-Darr, with Cap and Stockings, 
is always perſecuted by the wild ones, when he happens 
to be got among them. 
They are prodigiouſly nimble from their Infancy; 

however, I once caught 2 young Male of three Years 
old, and » by all Marks of Tenderneſs, to 
make it quiet; but the little Imp fell a Squalling, and 
Scratching, and Biting, with ſuch Violence, that I was 
forced to let it go; and it was high Time, for a whole 
Troop of old ones came about us at the Noiſe, but find- 
Ing the Cub was ſafe (for away it ran) and my Sorrel 
Nag being by, they durſt not venture near us. I ob- 
ſerved the young Animal's Fleſh to ſmell very rank, 
and the Stink was ſomewhat between a Weaſe! and a 
Fox, but much more diſagreeable. I another 
Circumſtance (and perhaps I might have the Reader's 
Pardon, if it were wholly omitted) that, while I held 
the odious Vermin in my Hands, it voided its filthy 
Excrements, of a yellow 25 Subſtance, all over my 


Cloaths; but, by by good fat ortune, there was a ſmall 
Brook hard by, w I waſhed myſelf as clean as I 


could; although I durſt not come into my Maſter's 
Preſence, until I were ſufficiently aired. 
| \ Þy what I could diſcover, the Tabeas appear to be 
— hy — — — 
higher, chan to draw or carry Burthens. 
Ye lamf . For they are x y from 
a perverſe, reſtive Diſpoſition. For are cunning, 
malicious, treacherous, and rey They are 
ſtrong and hardy, but of a cowardly Spirit, and by Con- 
ſequence, inſolent, abject, and cruel. It is obſerved, 
that the Red-haired of both Sexes are more libidinous 
and miſchievous than the reſt, whom yet they much 
exceed in Strength and Activity. 
The Heuybnbnms keep the Tabcas for preſent Uſe, in 
Nuts not far from the Houle ; but the reſt are ſent A- 


broad ro Certain — where they dig up * — 
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ſeveral Kinds of Herbs, and ſearch about for Carrion, 


or ſometimes catch W:aſels and Lubimubs (a Sort of 
cuil Rat ) which they greedily devour. Nature hath 
taught them to dig Holes with their Nails on the Side 
of a riſing Ground, wherein they lie by themſelves ; 
only the Kennels of the Females are larger, ſufficient 
to hold two or three Cubs. 

They ſwim from their Infancy like Frogs, and are 
able to continue long under Water, where they often 


take Fiſh, which the Females carry Home to their 


Young. And, upon this Occaſion, I hope the Reader 
will pardon my relating an odd Adventure. 

Being one Day abroad with my Protector, the Sorrel 
Nag, and the Weather exceeding hot, I entreated him 
to let me bathe in a River that was near. He conſent- 


ed, and I immediately ſtripped myſelf ſtark naked, and 
went down ſoftly into the Stream. It happened that 


a young Female Yahoo, ſtanding behind a Bank, ſaw 
the whole Proceeding, and enflamed by Defire, as the 
Nag and I conjectured, came running with all Speed, 


and leaped into the Water within five Yards of the 
Place where I bathed. —— terri- 


bly frighted ; the Nag was grazing at ſome Diſtance, 
not ſuſpecting any Harm. She embraced me after a 
_ moſt fulſome Manner; I roarcd as loud as I could, and 
the Nag came galloping towards me, whereupon ſhe 
quitted her Graſp, with the utmoſt Relucancy, and 
leaped upon the oppoſite Bank, where ſhe ſtood ga · 
aing and bowling all the Tume I was putting on my 
Cloaths. | 

This was a Matter of Diverſion to mv Maſter and 


his Family, as well as of Mortzfication ta myſelf, For 
now I could no longer deny, that I was a real Yahoo, 


in every Limb and Feature, ſince the Females had a 
natural Propenſity to me, as one of their own Species : 
Neither was the Hair of this Brute of a red Colour 
(which might have been ſome Excuſe for an Appetite 


a little irregular) but black as a Sloe, and her Counte- 


nance dig ne: make an Appearance? altogether fo hi- 
| — 8 dec 


4 
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deous as the reſt of her Kind: For, Think, the could 

not be above eleven Years old. | 
Having lived three Years in this ( y, the Res- 


* 1 9 will expect, that I. ſhould, like other 
ive him ſome Account of the Manners and 
of its Inhabitants, which it was, ad, my 
— to learn. 
As theſe Noble Heaybnbume are endowed Nature 
with a genera] Diſpoſition to all Virtues, and have no 
Conceptions or Ideas of what is Evil in a rational Crea- 
ture; ſo their grand Maxim is, tocultivate Reaſon, and 
to be wholly governed by it. Neither is Reaſon, a- 
— — Sides of = 
Men can argue w on * 
Queſtion ; but ſtrikes you with immediate Conviction; 
as it muſt needs do, w it is not mingled, obſcured, 
or diſcoloured by Paſſion and Intereſt. I remember it 
was with extreme Difficulty, that I could bring my 
Maſter to underſtand the Meaning of the Word O. 
nion, or how a Point could be diſputable; becauſe Ra- 
EL 
= 8 
Poſitiveneſs, in falſe or dubious P 
vils unknown among the 
Manner, when I uſed to explain to. him our ſeveral 
Syſtems of Natural Philo/aphy, he would laugh, that a 
— pretending to Reaſen, ſhould value itſelf up- 
on the Knowledge of other People's Conzectures, and 
in in Things, where that Knowledge, if it were certain, 
could be of no Uſe. Wherein he agreed intirely with 
the Sentiments of Socrates, as Plate delivers them; 
which I mention as the h Honour I can do that 
Prince of Philoſophers. I have often fince reflected, 
hat Deſtruction ſuch a Doctrine would make in the 
ibraries of Europe; and how many Paths to Fame 
| would be then ſhut up in the Learned World. 
Friendſhip and = clcnce are the two principal Vir- 
| — 9 


par- 
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Objects, but univerſal to the whole Race. 


For a Stranger, from the remoteſt Part, is equally treat- 


e the eee Neighbour n 


— nn Db — — 

| 2 t are al- 

of Ceremony. They have no Fond- 

neſs for als Teir Colts or Foles, but the Care they take, 
in educating 1ntitely from the Dictates 

of Reaſon. 


his own: They will have it, that Nature teaches them 
to love the whole Species, and it is Rerſom only that 
maketh a — whice hips & 6 fags- 
rior Degree of Virtue. ' 7 
When the Matron Finny hu bum have produced one of 
each Sex, they no: longer accompany with their Con- 
ſorts, except they loſe one of their iſſue by ſome Ca- 
— which very ſeldom happens: But in ſuch a Caſe 
they meet again; or when the like Accident befals a 
Perſon, whoſe Wife is paſt bearing, ſome other Cou- 
ple beſtow him one of their own Colts, and then go 
together again until the Mother is pregnant. This 
Caution is neceſſary, to prevent the Country from be- 
over - burthened with Numbers. But the Race of 


pu Yee bred up to be Servants, is not ſo 


ſtrictly limited upon this Article; theſe are allowed to 
roduce three of each Sex, to be Domeſtics in the 

Noble Families. ' 

In their they are exactly careful to chooſe 
ſuch Colours as will not make any diſagreeable Mix- 
ture in the Breed. Serength is chiefly valued in the 

Male, and Comelinefs in the Female; not upon the Ac- 
count of Lowe, but to preſerve the Race from degene- 
rating; for, where a Female happens to excel in Strength, 
a Conſort is choſen with regard to Comeliucſi. Court- 
ſup, Love, Preſents, Jointures, Settlements, have no 
Place in their Thoughts; or Terms whereby to ex- 
preſs them in their Language. The young Couple 
meet and are joined, merely becaute it is the Determi- 
nation 


them, 
And I obſerved my Maſter to ſhew the 
ſame Affection to his Neighbour's Iſfue, that he had for 


OO 
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nation of their Parents and Friends: It is what they ſee 
done every Day, and they look upon it as one of the 
neceſſary Actions of a reaſonable Being. But the Vio · 
lation of Marriage, or any other Unchaſtity, was ne- 
ver heard of: And the married Pair paſs their Lives 
with the ſame Friendſhip, Ae my I 
that they e 
come in their Way ; without Jealouſy, F 
relling, or Diſcontent. 

lng or Diſeomen, sbs d ds lia. 
is admirable, and highly deſerves our Imitation. Theſe 
are not ſuffered to taſte a Grain of Oats, except upon 
certain Days, till eighteen Years fold ; nor Mill. but 
very rarely ; and in Summer they graze two Hours in 
the Morning, and as many in the Evening, which their 
Parents likewiſe obſerve ; but the Servants are not al- 
lowed above half that Time, and a great Part of their 
Graſs is brought Home, which they eat at the moſt 
— —— trad ICTs area 


en 
Sexes: And Maſi 
give the Females a different Kind of Education from 
the Males, except in ſome Articles of Domeſtic Ma- 
nagement ; whereby, as he truly obſerved, one half of 
our Natives were good for nothing but bringing Chil- 

dren into the World: And to truſt the Care of our 
Children to ſuch uſeleſs Animals, he faid, was yet a 
greater Inſtance of Brutality. 

But the Hoxybnhnms train up their Youth to Strength, 
Speed, and Hardineſs, by exerciſing them to running 
Races up and down fteep Hills, and over hard ſtony 
| Grounds, and when they are all in a Sweat, they are 
ordered to leap over Head and Ears, into a Pond or 
River. Four Times a Year, the Youth of a certain 
Diſtrict meet to ſhew their Proficiency in Running, and 
Leaping, and other Feats of Strength and Agility; 
where the "Vous 15 rewarded, with a Song in 1 ve 


ke 


my Maſter thought it monſtrous in us to 
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her Praiſe. On this Feſtival, the Servants drive a Herd 


of Taboas into the Field, laden with Hay, and Oats, and 


Milk, for a Repaſt to the Howybnhnms ; after which, 
theſe Brutes are immediately driven back again, for 
Fear of being noiſom to the 
Every fourth Year, at the Vernal E 
tative Council of the whole Nation, which 
meets in a Plain about . y Miles from our Houſe, 
and continues about five or 3 

quire into the State and Condition of the ſeveral Diſ- 
tricts; Whether they abound, or be deficient in Hay or 
Oats, or Caws or Yahoos? And wherever there is any 
Want (which is but ſeldom) it is immediately ſupplied 
by unanimous Conſent and Contribution. Here like- 
wiſe the Regulation of Children is ſettled: As for In- 
ſtance, if a Howyhnbnm hath two Males, he changeth one 
of them with another that hath two Females: And 


Ehen a Child hath: been loſt by any Caſualty, where the 


Mother is paſt Breeding, it is determined what Family 
in the Diſtrict ſhall breed another, to ſupply the Lofs. 


ee 


— 


A grand Debate at the General Aſſembly of the 
Houyhnhams, and how it was determined. The 
Learning of the Houyhnhams. Their Buildings. 
Their Manner of Burials. The Defectiveneſi of 
their Language. | 


— 


O of theſe grand Aſſemblies was held in my 
Time, about three Months before my Depar- 


ture, whither my Maſter went, as the Repreſentative 
of our Diſtrict. In this Council was reſumed their old 
Debate, and, indeed, the only Debate that cver hap- 
in that Country; whereof my Maſter, after his 

eturn, gave me a very particular Account. 
The Queſtion to be debated, was, Whether tlie 17: - 


boos ſhould be exterminated from the Face af the Larth : 


Cne 


quinex, there is bl 


Here they en- 


n 2 ; | 
33 pry — —ů— 
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ö 8 - offered ſeveral 
Arguments of. Strength eight; alledging, 
That as the Taboas were the moſt filthy, noiſome, and 
deformed Animal which Nature ever produced, ſo they 
were the moſt reſtive and indocible, miſchievous and 
malicious: They would privately ſuck the Teats of the 
Houyhrhrms Cows ; kill and devour their Cats, trample 
down their Oats and Graſs, if they were not continually 
watched, and commit a thouſand other Extravagancies. 
He took Notice of a general Tradition, That Yahoos 
had not been always in that Country; but that, many 
Ages ago, two of theſe Brutes appeared together upon 
2 Mountain ; whether pr by the Heat of the 
Sun upon corrupted Mud and Slime, or from the Qoze 
and Froth of the Sea, was never known. That theſe 
Taboos engendered, and their Brood, in a ſhort Time, 
ſo numerous, as to over-run and infeſt the whole 
ation. That the Hoxybxbnms, to get rid of this 
Evil, made a general Hunting, and at laft encloſed 
the whole Herd; and, deſtroy ing the Elder, every 
Houyhnhnm kept two young ones in a Kennel, and 
brought them to ſuch a Degree of Tamenefs, as an A- 
imal, ſo ſavage by Nature, can be capable of acquir- 
ing; uſing them for Draught and Carriage. That 
there ſeemed to be much Truth in this Tradition, and 
that thoſe Creatures could not be Jixbriamp by (or % 
2 Land) becauſe of the violent Hatred the 
- Houybnhnazs, as well as all other Animals, bore them; 
which, although their evil Diſpoſition ſufficiently de- 
ſerved, could never have arrived at fo high a Degree, 
if they had been Aborigines, or elſe they would have 
Jong ſince been rooted out. That the Inhabitants, tak- 
ing a Fancy to uſe the Service of the Taos, had very 
imprudently neglected to cultivate the Breed of Aſes, 
which were a comely Animal, eaſily kept, more tame 
and. orderly, without any offenſive Smell, ſtrong 
enough for Labour, although they yield to the other in 
Agility of Body; and, if their Braying be no agreeable 


* 


* 
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Sound. it is far preferable to the horrible Howlings of 


the Tabor. 
pert detent Sr Splat the uns 

urpoſe, when 'my er an Expedient to 
the Aﬀembly, whereof he had, indeed, borrowed the 


Hint from me: He approved of the Tradition, men- 


tioned by the honourable Member, who ſpoke before ; 
and affirmed, that the two Tuboas, faid to be firit — 
among them, had been driven thither over the Sea; 
that coming to Land, and being forſaken by their Com- 


panions, they retired to the Mountains, and, degene- 


rating by Degrees, became, in Proceſs of Time, much 
more ſavage; than thoſe of their own Species in the 
Country from whence theſe two Originals came. The 
Reaſon of this Aſſertion was, that he had now in his 
Paſſeſſion a certain wonderful Yahoo (meaning myſelf } 


which moſt of them had heard of, and many of them 


had ſeen. He then related to them, how he firſt found 


me; that my Body was all covered with an artificial 
Compoſure of the Skins and Hairs of other Animals: 


Fhat J ſpoke in a Language of my own, and had tho- 


roughly learned theirs: That I had related to him the 


Accidents which brought me thitker : "That, when he 
jaw me without my Covering, I was an exact Yahoo in 
every Part, only of a whiter Colour, leis hairy, and 
with ſhorter Claws. He added, how | had endeavour- 
ed to hian, that, in my own and other Coun- 
tries, the Yaboor atted as the governing, rational Ani- 
mal, and held the Howyhnhnms in Servitude : That he 
3 obſerved in me all the Qualities of a Yahoo, only a lit- 
tle more civilized by ſome Tincture of Reaſon ; which, 
however, was in a Degree as far inferior to the Houy- 
ba ham Race, as the Yahoos of their Country were to me: 
That, among other Things, I mentioned a Cuſtom we 
had of Cafirating Hauybnbnms when they were young, in 

order to render them tame ; that the Operation was 
and ſafe; chat it was no Shame to learn Wiſdom from 

 Brutes, as Induſtry is taught. by the Ant, and 

by the Swallow (for ſo 1 — Lybannh, 
4 | although 


- mal 2 
I WO —— _— —— —C 
- * — = — LI — 


JVor Ze: 


—.— X — 
ahoos 
beſides og tals, and 


ge, tobe it for Service x ie Vers old, which the 
Others are not till twelve. 
This was all my Maſter fit to tell me at that 
Time, of what paſſed in the Grand Council. But he 
pm avi viewed ——— 
onally to W | 
es d. Reader will know in its proper Place, 
„ W e e 


other other Nations — Fa is _ 
without burthening Memories. ve already 
: obſerved, that they are ſubj to noDiſeaſes, and there- 
fore can have no Need fici However, they 
have excellent Medicines of Herbs, to cure 
accidental Bruiſes and Cuts in the Paſtern, or Frog of 
the Foot, by ſharp Stones, as well as other Maims and 
Hurts in the ſeveral Parts of the Body. 

They calculate the Year by the Revolution of the Sun 
and the Moon, but uſe no Subdiviſions into Weeks. 
They are well enough acquainted with the Motions of 
thoſe two Luminaries, and underſtand the Nature of 
Eclipfes ; and this is the utmoſt Progreſs of their ro- 


p- Poetry, they muſt be allowed to excel all other 
Mortals ; 2 and the 


Mlinuteneſ.. 
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Minuteneſa, as well as Exactneſs of their Deſcriptions, 
are, indeed, inimitable. Their Verſes abound very 
much in both of theſe ; and uſually contain either ſome 
exalted Notions of Friendſhi | ip and Benevolence, or the 
Praiſes of thoſe who were Victors in Races, and other 
bodily Exerciſes. Their Buildings, although very rude 
and imple, are not inconvenient, but well contrived to 
defend them from all Injuries of Cold and Heat. They 
have a Kind of Tree, which, at forty Years old, looſens 
in the Root, and falls with the firſt Storm; it 
very ſtrait, and being pointed like Stakes, with a 
Stone (for the Ho ums know not the Uſe of Iron) 


they ſtick them ere& in the Ground about ten Inches 


aſunder, and then weave in Oat-ftraw, or ſometimes 


Wattles, betwixt them. The Roof is made after the ; 


ſame Manner, and ſo are the Doors. 2 

The Houyhnhams uſe the hollow Part, between the 
Paſtern and the Hoof, of their Forefeet, as we do our 
Hands, and this with greater Dexterity, than I could 

firſt imagine. I have ſeen a white Mare of our Fa- 
ily thread a Needle (which I lent her on Purpoſe) 
with that Joint. 'They milk their Cows, reap their 


Oats, and do all the Work which requires Hands in 


which, by grinding inſt other Stones, they form 
into Inſtruments, that ſerve inſtead of Wedges, Axes, 


they likewiſe cut their Hay, and reap their Oats, 


which there grow naturally in ſeveral Fields: The 


 Yahoos draw Home the Sheaves in Carriages, and the 
Servants tread them in certain covered Hutts, to get 


out the Grain, which is kept in Stores. They make 


a arude Kind of earthen and wooden V eflels, and bake 
the former in the Sun. 


If they can avoid Caſualties, they die only of Old- 
Age, and are buried in the obſcureſt Places that can 
be found, their Friends and Relations expreſſing nei- 
ther Joy nor Grief at their Departure ; nor does the 
dying Perſon diſcover the leaſt Regret that he is leav- 


om _'#Novact 


ing the Workl, more than if he were u 
She tm one 'of his Net 


who, as ſhe ſaid, happened that very Morning 10 
Lhuewnh. The Ward. js ſtrongly expreſive in their 
but not eafily rendered into ExgAþ ; it 
kgniies, to retire to his ff Mother... Her Excuſe, for 
not coming ſooner, was, that her Huſband dying late 
in the Morning, ſhe was a good while her 
Servants about a convenient Place where his 
ſhould be laid; and, | obſerved, ſhe behaved herſelf at 


| our Houſe, as chearfully as the reſt : She dicd about 
three Months after. 


They live generally to ſeventy, or or ſeventy-five 
Years, very ſeldom to fourſcore: Some'Weeks before 
their Death, they feel a gradual > but without 
Pain. During this Tune, they are much .vifited by | 
their Friends, deeauſe they eannot go abroad, with 
their uſual Eaſe and Satisfaftion. However, about 
ten Days before their Death, which they ſeldom fail in 
computing, they return the V ifits that have been made 
them, by thoſe who are neareſt in the Neighbour- 
hood, being carried in a convenient Sledge, drawn by 
Yahoas ; which Vehicle they uſe, not only upos this 
Occaſion, but when they .grow old, 8 
nies, or when they are lamed by any Accident. 
therefore, when the dying Homybubnms return — 
Viſits, they take a ſolemn Leave of their Friends, as 
if they were going to ſome remote Part of the Coun- 
try, where they deſigned to paſs the reſt of their Lives. 

2 know not whether it may be worth obſerving, that 

282 have > Word inchei Language, to 
expiels any thing that is Evi except what they bor- 
TOW — the Deformities, or all of the Ta- 
4. Thus they denote the F mii, 
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Oimifon of a Child, a Stone that cuts their Feet, a 
Continuance of foul or unſeaforable Weather, —* 
like, by to each the of Yahoo, For In- 
Kane, Hhum 20 Wh Yahoo, Yalhmudwih/ma 
Yahoo, and an ill contrived Houſe, Yahotmbumrobluw 


-7 ht 
I could with great Pleaſure enlarge further 
r Virtues of this excellent People; a, in. 


in a ſhort Time to a Volume 
ne adj, refer the Reader 
_ ime, prced to nine my anni 


CHAP. X. 
The Author's Oecanomy, and happy Life, ny the 
Houyhahnms. Flis great Improvement in Virtue, 


by conver/ing with them. Their Canver _ | 


The Author has Notice given him by bir Maſter, 
that he muſt depart from the m__ He falis 
into a Swoon for Grief 3 but ſubmits. He con- 


trives and finiſhes a Cano, by the Help of a Ful- | 


tow-ſervant, and puts to Sea at a Venture. 


Had ſettled my little Oeconomy to my own Heart's 
Content. My Maſter had ordered a Room to be 


made for me after their Manner, about fix Yards from 


the Houſe; the Sides and Floors of which I plaiſtered 
— Clay, and covered with Ruſh-matts of wy own 
_— I had beaten Hemp, which there grows 
made of it a Sort of Ticking; This 1 filled 

he the Feathers of ſeveral Birds I had taken with 
Springs made of Taboor Hairs, and were excellent Food. 
I had worked two Chairs with my Knife, the Sorrel 


Nag helping me in the groſfer and more laborious Part. | 


When my Cleaths were worn to Rags, I made my- 
ſelf others wich che Skins of Rabbits, and of a certain 
T beautiful 
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beautiful Animal about the ſame Size, called Nzuhnoh; 
the Skin of which is covered with a fine Down. Of 
theſe I alſo made very tolerable Stockings. I ſoaled 
my Shoes with Wood which I cut from a Tree, and 
fitted to the upper Leather; and, when this was worn 
out, I ſupplied it with the Skins of Yahoos, dried in the 
Sun. I often got Honey out of hollow Trees, which 
I mingled with Water, or eat with my Bread. No 
Man could more verify the Truth of thoſe two Maxims, 
That Nature is very eaſily ſatisfied 5 and; That Neceſſity 
is the Mother of Invention. I enjoyed perfect Health of 
Body, and Tranquility of Mind ; I did not feel the 
Treachery or Inconſtancy of a Friend, nor the Injuries 
of a ſecret or open Enemy. I had no Occaſion of 
bribing, flattering, or pimping, to procure the Favour 
of any great Man, or of his Minion. I wanted no 
Fence againſt Fraud or Oppreſſion; here was neither 
Phyſician to deſtroy my Body, nor Lawyer to ruin my 
Fortune; no Informer to watch my Words, and Ac- 
tions, or forge Accofations againſt me for Hire: Here 
were no Gibers, Cenſurers, Backbiters, Pick-pockets, 
Highwaymen, Houſe-breakers, Attornies, Bawds, Buf- 
foons, Gameſters, Politicians, Wits, Splenatics, tedious 
Talkers, Controvertiſts, Raviſhers, Murderers, Rob- 
bers, Virtuoſo's; no Leaders or Followers of Party 
and Faction; no Encouragers to Vice, by Seducement 
or Examples; no Dungeon, Axes, Gibbets, Whipping- 


poſts, or Pillories; no cheating Shopkeepers or Me- Y 


chanics; no Pride, Vanity, or Affectation; no Fops, 
Bullies, Drunkards, ſtrolling Whores, or Poxes ; no 

ranting, lewd, expenſive Wives; no ftupid, proud Pe- 
_ dants; no importunate, over-bearing, quarrelſome, noi- 
ſy, roaring, empty, conceited, ſwearing Companions : 
No Scoundrels, raiſed from the Duft, for the Sake of 


their Vices, or Nobility thrown into it, on Account 
of their Virtues ; no Lords, Fidlers, Judges, or Dan- 


"T0 ie Prener" of dels — 
Heazhnhnms, who came to viſit or dine with my Maf- 
| oo 
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ter; where his Honour graciouſly ſuffered me to wait 


in the Room, and liſten to their Diſcourſe. Both he 
and his Company would often deſcend to aſk me Queſ- 
tions, and receive my Anſwers. I had allo ſometimes 
the Honour of attending my Maſter in his Viſits to o- 
thers. I never preſumed to ſpeak; except in Anſwer 


to a Queſtion; and then I did it with inward Regret; 


becauſe it was a Loſs of fo much Time for improving 
myſelf: But I was infinitely delighted with the Sta- 


tion of an humble Auditor in ſuch Converſations, where 


nothing paſſed but what was ufeful, expreſſed in the 
feweſt and moſt ſignificant Words : Where (as I have 
already faid) the greateſt Decency was obferved, with- 


out tne leaſt Degree of Ceremony; where no Perſon 


_ ſpoke, without being pleaſed himſelf, and pleaſing his 
_ Companions; where there was no Interruption, Tedi- 
ouſneſs, Heat, or Difference of Sentiments. They 


have a Notion, That, when People are met together, a 


ſhort Silence doth much improve Converſation : This 
I found to be true; for, during thoſe little Intermiſſions 
of Talk, new Ideas would ariſe in their Thoughts, 
which very much enlivened the Diſcourſe. Their Sub- 
jects are generally on Friendſhip and Benevolence, on 
Order and CEconomy ; ſometimes upon the viſible O- 

rations of Nature, or ancient Traditions; upon the 
Bounds and Limits of Virtue ; upon the unerring Rules 
of Reaſon, or upon ſome Determinations, to be taken at 
the next great Aﬀembly ; and often upon the various 
Excellencies of Poetry. I may add, without Vanity, 
that my Preſence often gave them ſufficient Matter tot 
Diſcourſe, becauſe it afforded my Mafter an Occaſion 
of letting his Friends into the Hiſtory of me and my 
Country, upon which they were all pleaſed to deſcant, 
in a Manner not very advantageous to Human Kind; 
and, for that Reaſon, | ſhall not repeat what ti. ey ſaid: 
Only I may be allowed to obſerve, 'That his Honour, 
to my great Admiration, appeared to underſtand the 
Nature of V. boo, much better than myſelf. He went 
through all our Vices and Follies, and diſcovered many 
RNS 12 which 
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which I had never mentioned to him, fi 
what Qualities a Yahoo of their kim, by only ſuppoſing 


Proportion of Reaſon, might be capable of exerting ; 


and concluded, with too much „ how vile, 
as well as miſerable, ſuch a Creature m be. 
I freely confeſs, that all the little Knew I have, 


of any Value, was acquired by the Lectures I received 
from my Maſter, and from hearing the Diſcourſes of 
him and his Friends; to which I ſhould be prouder to 
liſten, than to dictate to the greateſt and Aſſem- 
bly in Farope. I admired the Strength, Comelineſs, and 
Speed of the Inhabitants z and ſuch a Conſtellation of 
Virtues, in ſuch amiable Perſons, produced in me the 
higheſt Veneration. At firſt, indeed, I did not feel 
that natural Awe, which the Yahoos, and all other A- 
nimals, bear towards them ; but it grew upon me by 
Degrees, much ſooner than I imagined, and was 
mingled with a reſpectful Love and Gratitude, that 
they would condeſcend to diſtinguilh me from the reſt 
of my Species. 
| When I thought of my Family, my Friends wy 
Countrymen, or Human Race in 
ed them gf ay y ahoos in 3 
Diſpofition, * a little more civilized, and qua- 
lified N Gift of Speech; but making no other 
Uſe of Reaſon, than to improve and multiply thoſe 
Vices, whereof their Brethren in this Country had on- 
ly the Share that Nature allotted them. When I 
happened to behold the Reflection of my own Form in 
a Lake or a Fountain, I turned my Face in Hor- 
ror and Deteſtation of myſelf; and better endure 
the Sight of a common Taboo, than of my own Perſon. 
By converfing with the Hoxyh»bnms, and looki 
them with Delight, I fell to imitate their Gait and 
Gonzo, which 3 is now 
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baun, and hear myſelf ridiculed on that Account, 
without the leaſt Mortification. 


In the Mid& of all this Happineſs, and when I look- 


ed upon myſelf to be fully ſettled for Life, my Maſter 
ſent for me one Morning, a little earlier than his uſual 
Hour. I _— his Countenance, that he was in 
ſome Perplexity, at a Loſs how to begin what he 
had to ſpeak. After a ſhort Silence, be told me, He 
did not know how I would take what he was going 
to ſay ; that in the laſt general Aſſembly, when the 
Affair of the Yahoos was entered upon, the Repreſenta- 
tives had taken offence at his keeping a Tubes (mean- 
ing myſelf) in his Family, more like a Houybnhnzn, 
than a brute Animal. That he was known frequently 
to converſe with me, as if he could receive ſome Ad- 
vantage or Pleaſure in my Company : That ſuch a 
Practice was not eable to Reaſon or Nature, or a 
ching ever heard of before among them. The Aſſem- 
bly did therefore chert him, either to employ me like 
the reſt of my Species, or command me to ſwim back 
D That the firſt of 
theſe Expedients was utterly rejected by all the Hony- 
 hnhnms, who had ever * at his 8 
own : For alledged, That, becauſe I had ſome 
 Rudiments of added to the natural Pravity of 
thoſe Animals, it was to be feared, I might be able to 
ſeduce them into the woody and mountainous Parts of 
the Country, and bring them in Troops by Night to 


deſtroy the Houyhnbums Cattle, as naturally of 


the ravenous Kind, and averſe from Labour. 


My Maſter added, That he was daily preſſed by the 


Hou;hnhams of the Neighbourhood, to have the Aſſem- 
bly's Exhortation executed, which he could not put off 
much longer. He doubted it would be go le 
me to ſwim to another Country; and ther wiſhed 
I would contrive ſome Sort of Vehicle reſembling thoſe 
I had deſcribed to him, that might carry me on the 
Sea; in which Work I ſhould have the Aſſiſtance of 
his own Servants, as well 8 
1 . 


— * 
P ; 
— = = - 


28 4VovAer 
He concluded, That, for his own Part, he could have 
been content to keep me in his Service as long as I 
ved; becauſe he found I had cured myſelf ot ſome 
bad Habits and Diſpoſitions, by endeavouring, as far 
as my inferior Nature 32 
Houyhnhnms. 
| ould here abſerve tothe Reader, That a Decree 
the general Aſſembly, in this Country, is expreſ- 
ſed by the Word Hubloayn, which — an — 
tation, as near as I can render it: For they have no 
Conception how a rational Creature can be compelled, 
but only adviſed, or -xhorted ; becauſe no Perſon can 
diſobey Reaſon, without giving up his Claim to be a 
rational Creature. 
I was ſtruck with the utmoſt Grief and Deſpair at 
my Maſter's Diicourſe; and, being unable to ſupport 
the Agonies I was under, I fell into a Swoon at his 
Feet: When I came to myſelf, he told me, that he 
coneluded I had been dead (for theſe People are ſub- 
Jed to no ſuch Imbecillities of Nature.) I anſwered, 
in a faint Voice, That Death would have been too 
great an Happineſs ; that although I could not blame 
the Aſſembly's Exbertation, or the Urgency of his 
Friends; yet, in my weak and corrupt Judgment, I 
thought it might conſiſt with Keaſon, to have been leſs 
rigorcus. I hat I could not ſwim a League, and, pro- 
baby, the neareſt Land io theirs might be diſtant a- 
bot an hundred: That many Materials, neceliary for 
making a ſmall Veſſel to carry me off, were wholly 
wanting in this Country, which, however, I would 
attemp:, in Obedience and Gratitude to his Honour, 
althov; 1 | concluded the thing to be impoſſible, and 
therefore locked on myſelf as already devoted to De- 
ſtruction. That the certain Proſpect of an unuatural 
Death was the leaſt of my Evils: For, ſuppoſing I 
ſhould eſcape with Life by ſome ſtrange Adventure, 
how could } think with Temper, of paſing my Days 
among Vabeos, and relapſing into my old Corruptions, 
9 — 
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Paths of Virtue. That I knew, too well, upon what 


ſolid Reaſons, all the Determinations of the wiſe Houy- 


hnhnms were founded, not to be ſhaken by Arguments 


of mine, a miſerable Lb; and therefore, after pre- 

ſenting him with my humble Thanks for the offer of 
his Servants Aſſiſtance in making a Veſſel, and defir- 
ing a reaſonable Time for ſo difficult a Work, I told 
him I would endeavour to preſerve a wretched Being; 
and, if ever I returned to England, was not without 


Hopes of being uſeful to my own Species, by celebra- 


ting the Praiſes of the renowned Houybnhnms, and 
poſing their Virtues to the Imitation of Mankind. 
My Maſter in a few Words, made me a very graci- 
ous Reply, allowed me the Space of two Months to 
finiſh my Boat; and ordered the Sorrel Nag, my Fel- 
low-ſervant (for ſo at this Diſtance I may preſume to 
call him) to follow my Inſtructions, becauſe | told my 
Maſter, that his Help would be ſufficient, and I knew 
ke had a Tenderneſs for me. | 
In his Company, my firſt Buſineſs was to go to that 

Part of the Coaſt, where my rebellious Crew had or- 
dered me to be ſet on Shore. I got upon a Height, 
and, looking on every Side into the Sea, fancied I ſaw 
a ſmall Iſland, towards the North-eaſt: I took out my 
Pocket-glaſs, and could then clearly diſtinguiſh it about 
| five Leagues off, as I computed ; but it appeard to 

the Sorrel Nag ta be only a blue Cloud : For, as he 


kad no 1 of any Country beſide his own, ſo 
de as 


he could not expert in diltinguiſhing remote Ob- 
jects at Sea, as we who ſo much converſe in that Ele- 
ment. | 

After I had diſcovered this Iſland, I confidered na 
farther; but reſolved, it ſhould, if poſhble, be the firſt 
Place of my Baniſhment, leaving the Conſequence to 
Fortune. 

I returned Home, and conſulting with the Sorrel 
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Handle, cut down ſeveral Oak Wattles, about the 
'Thickneſs of a Walking-ftaf, and ſome larger Pieces. 
But I ſhall not trouble Reader with a parti 
Deſcription of my own Mechanic; let it ſuffice to ſay, 
that in fix Weeks Time, with the Help of the Sorrel 
Nag, who the Parts that required moſt La- 
bour, I finiſhed a Sort of Iadias Canoo, but much 
larger, covering it with the Skins of Yahoos, well ſtitch- 
ed together with hempen Threads of my own making. 
My Sail was likewiſe compoſed of the Skins of the ſame 
Animal; but I made Uſe of the youngeſt I could get, 
the older being too tough and thick ; and I likewiſe 
provided myſelf with four Paddles. I laid in a Stock 
of boiled Fleſh, of Rabbets and Fowls ; and took with 
me two Veſſels, one filled with Milk, and the other 
with Water. ED 5 
I tried my Canao in a large Pond, near my Maſter's 
Houſe, and then corrected in it what was amiſs ; ſtop- 
ping all the Chinks with Tahoe Tallow, till I found 
it ſtanch, and able to bear me, and my Freight. And 
when it was as complete as I could poflibly make it, 
I had it drawn on a Carriage, very gently, by Tab, 
to the Sea- ſide, under the Conduct of the Sorrel Nag, 
and another Servant. 5 | I 
When all was ready, and the Day came for my 
Departure, I took Leaye of my Maſter and Lady, and 
the whole Family, mine Eyes flowing with Tears, and 
my Heart quite ſunk with Grief. But his Henour, 
out of Curioſity, and perhaps (if I may ſpeak it with - 
out Vanity) partly outof Kindneſs, was determined to 
ſee me in my Canoo: and got ſeveral of his neighbour- 
ing Friends to accompany him. I was forced to wait 
above an Hour for the Tide, and then obſerving the 
Wind very fortunately bearing towards the Iſland, ta 
which I intended to fteer my Courſe, I took a Second 
Leave of my Maſter : But as I was going to proſtrate 
myſelf to kiſs his Hoof, he did me the Honour to raiſe 
it gently tomy Mouth. I am not ignorant how much 
J have been cenſured for mentioning this „ 
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lar. For my Detractors are pleaſed to think it impro- 
bable, that ſo illuſtrious a Perſon ſhould deſcend to give 
ſo great a Mark of Diſtinction to a Creature ſo inierior 
as I. Neither have I forgot, how apt tome Travellers 
are to boaſt of extraordinary Favours they have re- 
ceived. But, if theſe Cenſurers were better acquanted 
with the noble and courteous Diſpoſition of the Honybu- 
Bums, they would foon change their Opinion. 

I paid my Reſpects to the reſt of the Houyzbnhnms in 


his Honour's Company; then, getting into my Canoo, 


1 paihedof? from Shore. 


PITS . 


CHAP. XI. 

The Author's dangerous Voyage. He arrives at Ne- 
Holland, hoping to ſettle there. It wounded with 
an Arrow by one of the Natives. Is ſerzed and 
carried by Force into a Portugueze Ship. The 


great Civilities of the Captain. Toe Author ar- 
rives at England. 


| Began this deſperate Voyage on | February ” 


1714-15,at 90 Clock in the Morning. The Wind 
was very favourable; however, 1 made Lie, at firſt, 
only of my Paddle: ; but conſidering 1 hould ſoon be 
weary, and that the Wind might probably chop about, 
I ventured to ſet up my little Sail; and thus, with the 
Help of the Tide, 1 went at the Rate of a League and a 
halt an Hour, as near as I could gueſs. My Maſterand 
his Friends continued on the Shore, till I was almoſt out 
of Sight ; and I often heard the Sorrel Nag (who always 
loved me) crying ou, Hnuy illa mba majab Yahoo, Take 
Care of thyielt, gentle Ibo. 
My Detign was, if poſſible, to diſcover ſome ſmall 
Iſland uninhabited, yet ſufficient with my Labour 
to furniſh me with the Neceſſaries of Life, which I 


would have thought a greater „ than to be 


firit 
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ficit Miniſter in the politeſt Court of Europe, ſo horrible 
was the Idea I conceived of returning to live in the 
Socicty, and under the Government of Taboo. For, 
in ſuch a Solitude as I defired, I could, at leaſt, enjoy 
my own Thoughts, and reflect with Delight on the 
Virtues of thoſe inimitable Hoayhnbumt, without any 
Opportunity of — into the Vices and Cor- 

ruptions of my own S 

The Reader may — 2 what J related, when my 
Crew conſpired againſt me, and conſined me to my 
Cabbin. How I continued there ſeveral Weeks, with- 
out knowing what Courſe we took; and when I was 
put a-ſhore in the Long-boat, how the Sailors told me 
with Oaths, whether true or falſe, that they knew not 
in what Part of the World we were. However, I did 
then believe us to be about ten Degrees Sauthward of 
the Cape of Good. Hope, or about 45 Degrees, Southern 
Latitude, as I gathered from ſome general Words I o- 
verheard among them, being, I ſuppoſed, to the Saut h- 
 Eaft in their intended Voyage to Madagaſcar. And, 
although this were but little better than Conjecture, 
yet I reſolved to ſteer my Courſe Eaſtauard, hoping to 
reach the South-Weſt Coaſt of New: —— and 
haps ſome ſuch Iſland as I deſired, lyin ward of 
it. The Wind was full #:f, and, by fi (4, er — 
ing, | computed I had gone Eaflauard, at leaſt, eigh- 
teen Leagues; when | eipicd a very {mall Iſland about 
half a League off, which I ſoon reached. It was no- 
thing but a Rock with one Creek, naturally arched 
by the Force of Tempeſts. Here I put m my Canoo, 
and, climbing up a part of the Rock, I could plain 
diicover Land 4 the Eaft, extending from South to 
North. | lay all Night in my Canoo; and, repeating 


my Voyage early in the Morning, I arrived in ſeven 
Hours to the South-Eajt Point of Ner- Holland. This 
confirmed me in the Opinion I have long entertained, 
tnat the Maps and Charts place this Country at leaſt 
three Degrees more to the Eaſt, than it really is; which 
** 1 communicated, many Years ago, to mp 

worthy 
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worthy Friend Mr. Herman Moll, and gave him my 
Reaſons for it, although he hath rather cavjer: to fol- 
low other Authors. | 


I faw no Inhabitants in the Place where I landed, and, 


being unarmed, I was afraid of venturning far into the 
Country. I found ſome Shell-aſh on the Shore, and 
eat them raw, not daring to kindle a Fire, tor Fear of 
being ditcovered by the Natives. I continued three Days 
feeding on Oyſters and Limpits, to fave my own Pro- 
Viiiens; and I fortunately found a Brook of excellent 
Water, which gave me great Relief 

On the fourth Day, venturing out carly a little too 
far, I ſaw twenty or thirty Natives upon a Height, not 
above five hundred Yards from me. They were ſtark 
naked, Men, Women, and Children, round a Fire, 
as I could diſcover by the Smoke. One of them ſpied 
me, and gave Notice to the reſt; five of them ad- 
vanced towards me, leaving the Women and Children 
at the Fire. I made what Haſte I could to tie Shore, 
and, getting into my Canoo, ſhoved off. The Savages, 
obſerving me retreat, ran after me, and, before I 
could get far enough into the Sea, diſcharged an Ar- 


row, which wounded me deeply on the Inſide of my 


left Knee (I ſhall carry the Mark to my Grave.) I 
apprehended the Arrow might be poiſoned, and pad- 
dling out of the Reach of their Darts (being a calm Lay) 
I made a Shift to ſuck the Wound, and dreſs it as 1 
l was at a Loſs what to do, for I durſt not return to 
the ſame Landing-place, but flood to the Nor. b, and 
was forced to paddle; for the Wind, though ry 
gentle, was againit me, blowing North-iZ;/Z. As J 
was looking about for a ſecure Landing · place, I ſaw a 
Sail ro the North Nortb-Eaſt, which appearing every 
Minute more viſible, I was in ſome Doubt whether I 


thould wait for them or no; but, at laſt, my Deteſta- 


tion of the Lohns Race prevailed ; and, turning my Ca- 
noo, | failed and paddled together to the South, and 
got into the {ſame Creek trom whence I ſet out in the 
. Morning, 
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Morning, chuſing rather to truſt myſelf — theſe 
Barbarians, than live with European Yahoos, I drew 
up my Canoo as cloſe as I could to the Shore, and hid 

- myſelf behind a Stone by the little Brook, which, as I 
have already ſaid, was excellent Water. 

The Ship came within half a League of this Creek, 
and ſent out her Boat with Veſſels to take in 
freth Water (for the Place, it ſeems, was very well 
known) but I did not obſerve it, till the Boat was al- 
moſt on Shore; and it was too late to ſeek another 
Hiding-place. The Seamen, at their Landing, ob- 
ſerved my Canoo, and, rummaging it all over, eaſily 
conjectured that the Owner could not be far off. Four 
of them, well armed, ſearched every Cranny and Lurk- 
ing-hole, till at laſt they found me flat on my Face 
behind the Stone. They gazed a while, in Admira- 
tion at my ſtrange uncouth Dreſs ; my Coat made of 
Skins, my wooden ſoaled Shoes, and my furred Stock- 
ings; from whence, however, they concluded, I was 
not a Native of the Place, who all go naked. One of 
the Seamen, in Portugueze, bid me riſe, and aſked who 
I was. I underſtood that Language very well, and get- 
ting upon my Feet, faid, I was a poor Yahoo, baniſhed 
from the Houybrbnms, and defired they would pleaſe to 
Jet me depart. They admired to hear me anſwer them 
in their own Tongue, and ſaw by my Complexion, 1 
muſt be an Exropeen ; but were at a Loſs to know what 
I meant by Tabac, and Hon hn] , and at the fame 
Time fell a laughing at my ſtrange Tone in Speaking, 
which reſembled the Neighing of a Horſe. I trem- 
bled all the while betwixt Fear and Hatred: I again 
deſired Leave to depart, and was gently moving to my 
Canoo, but they laid hold on me, defiring to know, 
W hat Country I was of ? Whence I came? with ma- 


ny other Queſtions. I told them, I was born in Eng- 

land, from whence I came about five Years ago, and 

then their Country and ours were at Peace. | there- 

fore hoped they would not treat me as an Enemy, ſince 

I meant them no Harm, but was a poor Yahoo, ſeek- 
wg 
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ing ſome deſolate Place where to paſs the Remainder of 
his unfortunate Life. 

When they began to talk, I thought I never heard 
or ſaw any thing ſo unnatural ; for it appeared to me 
as monſtrous, as if a Dax & a Cow floods 4 | 
England, or a Yahoo in Hoayhnhnm-land. The honeſt 
Portu equally amazed at my ſtrange Dreſs, 

and the odd Ma RE of delivering my Words, which, 
— they underſtood very well. They ſpoke to 


me with great Humanity, and ſaid they were ſure 


the Captain would carry me gratis to Liſbon, from 

whence I might return to my own Country; that two 
of the Seamen would go back to the Ship, inform the 
Captain of what they had ſeen, and receive his Or- 
ders; in the mean I ime, unleſs I would give my ſo- 
lemn Oath not to fly, they would ſecure me by Force. 
J thought it beſt to comply with their Propoſal. They 
were very curious to know my Story, but I gave them 
very little Satisfaction; and they all conjectured, that 
my Misfortunes had impaired my Reaſon. In two 


Hours the Boat, which went loaden with Veſſels of Wa- | 


ter, returned, with the Captain's Command, to fetch 
me on Board. I fell on my Knees to preſerve my Li- 
berty ; but all was in vain, and the Men, having tied 


me with Cords, heaved me into the Boat, from u hence 


I was taken into the Ship, and from thence to the 
Captain's Cabbin. 

His Name was Pedro ds Mendez ; he was a very cour- 
teous and generous Perſon; he entreated me to gire 
fome Account of myſelf, and defired to know what L 
would eat or drink; ſaid, I ſhould be uſed as well as 
himielf, and ſpoke ſo many obliging Things, that I 
wondered to find ſuch Civilities from a Yahoo. How 
ever, I remained ſilent and fullen ; I was ready to faint 
at the very Smell of him and his Men. At att I de- 
fred ſomething to eat out of my own Canoo ; but he 


ordered me a Chicken, and ſome excellent Wine, and 


then directed that I ſhould be put to Bed in a very clean 
Cabbin. 1 would not undreis myſelf, * 
+ 
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Bed -cloths, and in half an Hour ſtole out, when 1 
thought the Crew was at Dinner, and getting to the 
Side of the Ship, was going to leap into the Sea. and 
ſwim for my Life, rather than continue among Yahoos. 
But one of the Seamen prevented me, and, having in- 
formed the Captain, I was chained to my Cabbin. 
Aſter Dinner, Dos Pedro came to me, and deſired 
to know my Reaſon for fo deſperate an Attempt ; af- 
fured me, he only meant to do me all the Service he 
was able, and fpoke ſo very movingly, that at laſt I 
deſcended to treat him like an Animal which had ſome 
little Portion of Reafon. I gave him a very ſhort Rela- 
tion of my Voyage; of the Conſpiracy againſt me by my 
ewn Men; of the Country where they ſet me on Shore, 
and of my three Years Reſidence there. All which he 
looked upon as if it were a Dream or a Viſion; where- 
at I took great Offence ; for I had quite forgot the Fa- 
culty of Lying, ſo peculiar to Yahoo in all Countries 
where they preſide, and conſequently the Diſpoſition of 
ſuſpecting Truth in others of their own Species. I aſk- 
ed him, Whether it were the Cuſtom in his Country, 
to ſuy the Thing that was not? I afſured him, I had 
almoſt forgot what he meant by Falſchood, and, if I 
had lived a thouſand Years in :Houyhnhnm-land, | 
 Hould never have heard a Lye from the meaneſt Ser- 
rant; that I was altogether indifferent whether he be- 
lieved me or no; but however, in Return for his Fa- 
vours, | would give fo much Allowance to the Corrup- 
tion of his Nature, as to anſwer any Objection he would 
plcaſe to make, and then he might eaſily diſcover the 
Truth. | | 
The Captain, a wife Man, after many Endeavours 
to catch me tripping in ſome Part of my Story, at laſt 
began to have a. better Opinion of my Veracity. But 
he added, that, fince I protefied fo mviolable an At- 
tachment to Truth, I muſt give him my Word and Ho- 
nour to bear him Company in this Voyage, without at- 
tempting any thing againſt my Life, or elſe he would 
continue me a Priſoner till we arrived at Liſbon. I 
m4 | 3 gar 
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gave him the Promiſe he required; but at the ſame 
Time proteſted, that I would ſuffer the greateſt Hard- 
ſhips, rather than return to live among 7 ahcos. 

| Our Voyage paſſed without any conſiderable Acci- 


dent. In Gratitude to the Captain, I ſometimes fat 


with him, at his earneſt Requeſt, and ſtrove to conceal 
my Antipathy to Human Kind, a!though it often broke 
_ out; which he ſuffered to paſs without Obſervation. 

But, the greateſt Part of the Day, I confined myſelf to 
my Cabbin, to avoid ſeeing any of the Crew. The 
Captain had often entreated me to ſtrip myſelf of my 
ſavage Dreſs, and offered to lend me the beſt Suit of 
Cloaths he had. This I would not be prevailed on to 


accept, abhorring to cover myſelf with any Thing that N 


had been on the Back of a Yahoo. I only deſired he 
would lend me two clean Shirts, which having been 
waſhed fince he wore them, I believed would not ſo 
much defile me. Theſe I changed every ſecond Day, 
and waſhed them myſelf. 15 
We arrived at Lion, Now. 5, 1716. At our Land- 
ing the Captain forced me to cover myſelf with his 
Cloak, to prevent the Rabble from crouding about me. 
I was conveyed to his own Houſe; and, at my earneit 
Requeſt, he led me up to the higheſt Room backwards. 
I conjured him to conceal from all Perſons what I had 
told him of the Hoxyhnbrms , becauſe the leaſt Hint of 


ſuch a Story would not only draw Numbers of People 


to ſee me, but probably put me in Danger of being im- 
priſoned, or burnt by the Þquz/ition. The Captain per- 
ſuaded me to accept & Suit of Cloaths newly made; 
but I would not ſuffer the Tayler to take my Meaſure ; 
however, Den Pedro being almoſt of my Size, they fit- 
ted me well enough. He accoutred me with other Ne- 
ceſſaries, all new, which I aired for twenty four Hours, 
before I would uſe them. | 
The Captain had no Wife, nor above three Servants, 
none of which were ſuffered to attend at Meals, ard 
his whole Deportment was ſo obliging, added to very 
good human Underſtanding, that I really began to to- 


rate 
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rate his Company. He gained fo far upon me, that 
I ventured to look Gut of the back Windaw, By De- 
Pes. I was brought into another Room, from whence 

pee ped into the Street, but drew my Head back in a 
Fright. In a Week's Time, he ſeduced me down to 
the Door. I found my Terror gradually leſſened, but 
my Hatred and Contempt ſeemed to engreaſe. I was 
at laſt bold enough to walk the Street. in his Company, 
but kept my Noſe well ſtopped with Rue, or — 
times with Tobacco. W {areas g g 

In ten Days, Dan Pedro, to whom I had given ſome 
Account of my domeſtic Affairs, put it upon me as a 
Matter of Honour and Conſcience, that I ought to re- 
turn to my native Country, and live at Home with my 
Wife and Children. He told me, there was av Exg1i4 
Ship in the Port juſt ready to fail, and he would furniſh 
me with all things neceſſary, It would be tedious to 
tepeat his Arguments, and my Contradictions. He 
aid it was altogether impoſſible. to find ſuch a ſolitary 

liland as I had defired to live in; but I might command 

in my own Houſe, and pais my Lime in a Manner as 
recluſe as I pleaſed. bt un 

I complicd at laſt, ending I could not do better. 1 
Tefi Li/bon the 24th Day of Nowemver, in an Eg 
Merchant-man, but, who was the Maſter, I never en- 
quired. Don Pedro accompanied me to the Ship, and 
lent me twenty Pounds. He took kind Leave of me, 
and embraced me at parting, which I bore as well as I 
could. During the laſt Voyage, I had no Commerce 
with the Maſter, or any of his Men; but, pretending 
I was fick, kept cloſe in my Cabbin. On the 5th of 
December, 1715, we caſt Anchor in the Daauxs about 
nine in the Morning, and at three in the Afternoon I 
got ſafe to my Houſe at Rotberbith. 

My Wife and Family received me with great Sur- 
prize and Joy, becauſe they concluded me certainly 
dead; but I muſt freely confeſs the Sight of them filled 
me only with Hatred, Diſguſt, and Contempt; and the 
more by reflecting on the near Alliance I nnn 
— or, 
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ountry, I had compelled myſelf to tole- 
rate the Sight of Yaboos, and to converſe with Dos Pe- 


2 


dne Tack of Ger edicns Aaknal fe fo 
many Years, I fell in a Swoon for almoſt an Hour. 
At the Time I am writing. it is five Yearsfince my laft 


Return to Exgland: the firſt Year, I could not 


endure my Wife or Chi in Preſence; the very 
Smell of was intolerable ; much leſs could I ſuf- 
fer them to eat in the ſame Room. To this Hour, they 


dare not preſume to touch my Bread, or drink out of 


the ſame Cup; neither was I ever able to let one of 
them take me by the Hand. The firſt Money I laid 
out was to buy two young Stone-Horſes, which I kept 
in a good Stable, and next to them the Groom is my 
greateſt Favourite; for 1 feel my Spirits revived by 
the Smell he contraQts in the Stable. My Horſes un- 


derfland me tolerably well; 1 converſe with them at 
leaſt · four Hours every Day. They are Strangers to 


Bridle or Saddle; they live in great Amity with me, 
and Friendſhip to each other. 


CU CHAP. 
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S 
The Author*s Veracity. His Deſign in publiſhing this 
Mert. His Cenſure of thaſe Travellers who 
fwerve from the Truth, The Author clears him- 
ſelf from any ſiniſter Ends in writing. An Ob- 
jection anſwered. The Method of planting Cols- 
nies. His Native Country commended. The Right 
F the Crown to thoſe Countries deſcribed by the 
Author, is juftified. The Difficulty of conquering 
them. The Author takes his laſt Leave of the 
Kea der; propoſeth his Manner of Living for the 
future; gives good Advice, and concludeth. 


* H U'S, gentle Reader, I have given thee a faith- 
| ful Hiſtory of my Travels for Sixteen Years, and 
above Seven Months; wherein I have not been fo ſtu- 
dious of Ornament as Truth. I could perhaps, like 
others, have aſtoniſhed thee with ſtrange improbable 
Tales; but I rather choſe to relate pou Matter of 
FaR, in the ſimpleſt Manner and Style ; becauſe my 
principal Deſign was to inform, and not to amuſe thee. 
It is eaſy for us who travel into remote Countries, 
which are ſeldom viſited by Exgliſbmcn, or other Euro- 
pears, to form Deſcriptions of wonderful Animals, both 
at Sea and Land. Whereas a Traveller's chief Aim 
ſhould be, to make Men wiſer and bctter, and to im- 
prove their Minds by the bad, as well as good Exam- 
ple, of what they deliver, concerning forcign Places. 
I could heartily wiſh a Law was enacted that every 
Traveller, before he were permiited to publiſh his Voy- 


ages, ſhould be obliged to make Oath before the Lord 


High Chancellor, that all he intended to print was ab- 
ſolutely true, to the beſt of his Knowledge; for then 
the Worid would no longer be deceived, as it uſually 
is ; while ſome Writers, to make their Works paſs the 
hetter upon the Public, impoſe the groſſeſt Fallities _ 
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Ge unwary Reader. I have peruſed ſeveral Books of 
Travels, with great Delight, in my younger Days ; but 
having ſince gone over moſt Parts of the Globe, and 
been able to contradict many fabulous Accounts from 
my own Obſervation, it hath given me a great Diſguſt 
againſt this Part of Reading, and ſome Indignation to 
fee the Credulity of Mankind fo impudently abuſed. 
Therefore, ſince my Acquaintance were pleated to 
think my poor Endeavours might not be unaccepta- 
ble to my Country, | impoſed on myſelf, as a Maxim, 
never, to be ſwerved from, that I would fri&ly adhere 
to Truth; neither, indeed, can I be ever under the leaſt 
Temptation to vary from it, while I retain in my 
Mind the Lectures and Example of my Noble Maſter, 
and the other Illuſtrious Houyhnhbnms, of whom I had 
io long the Honour to be an humble Hearer. | 


Nec fi miſerum Fortuna Sinoncm 
Finxit, vanum etiam, mendocemque improba finget. 


I know very well, how little Reputation is to be got 
by Writings which require neither Genius nor Learn- 
ing, nor, indeed, any other Talent, except a good 
Memory, or an exact Fournal. I know likewile, that 
Writers of Travels, like Dictionary- makers, are ſunk 
into Oblivion, by the Weight and Bulk of thoſe who 
come laſt, and therefore lie uppermoſt. And it is 
highly probable, that ſuch Travellers, who ſhall here- 
after viſit the Countries deſcribed in this Work of 
mine, may, by detecting my Errors {if there be any) 
and adding many new Diſcoveries of their own, juſtle 
me out of Vogue, and ſtand in my Place, making the 
World forget that I was ever an Author. 'T his indeed 
would be too great a Mortification, if I wrote for 
Fame: But, as my ſole Intention was the PuBL1c 
Good, I cannot be altogether diſappointed. For 
who can read of the Virtues I have mentioned in the 
glorious Houwrhnhnms, without being aihamed of his 
own V ices, when he conſiders himielf as the reaſon- 
| U 2 | ing. 
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Americans. The Lilliputians, I think, are hardly 
worth the Charge of a Fleet and Army ts reduce them: 
and I queſtion whether it might be prudent or fafe to 
attempt the Brobdingnagians. Or whether an Englyb 
Army would be much at their Eaſe with the 
Iland over their Heads. The Hozyhnhums, 


ro which they are perfect Strangers, and eſpecially a- 


to be a Miniſter of State, I could never give my Ad- 
vice for invading them. Their Prudence, Unanimity, 
Vnacquaintedneſs with Fear, and their Love of their 
Country, would amply fupply all Defects in the Mi- 
tary Art, Imagine twenty thouſand of them breaking 
into the midſt of an E ur "on Army, confounding the 
Ranks, overturning the Carriages, battering the War- 
riors Faces into Mummy, by terrible Verks from their 
— Hoof; for they would well deterve the Cha- 
— to Auguſtus: Recalcitrat undique tutus. 

ead of Propel als for conquering that magna- 

— Nation, I rather wiſh they were in a Capacity, 
or Diſpoſition, to tend a ſufficient Number of theis 
Inhabitarts for civilizing Ezropr, by teaching us the 
firſt Principles of . Juſtice, Truth, Temperance, 
Public Spirit. Fortitude, Chaſtity, Friendſhip, Benevo- 
lence, and Fidelity. The Names of all which Virtues 
are ſtill retained among us in moſt Languages, and are 

to be met with in modern, as well as ancient Authors; 
which I am able to aſſert, from my own {mall Read- 
| 2 I bad another Reaſon which made me leſs for- 
ward to enlarge his Majeſty's Dominions by my Dit- 
coveries. To fay the Truth, I had conceived a few 
Scruples with relation to the Diſtributive Juttice of 


Princes upon thoſe Occahons. For Inſtance, a Crew 


of Pyrates are driven by a Storm they know not hi- 
ther; at length a Boy diſcovers Land from the Top- 
malt z they go on Shore to rob and plunder; they ſee 
an 1 People, are entertained with _— 

7 


Fig | 


appear not to be fo well prepared for War, a Science 
gainſt miſſive Weapons. However, ſuppoſing my ſelf 
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they give the Country a new Name; they take fore 
 Poffettion of it for their King; they let up a rotten 
Plank or a Stone for a Memorial; they murder two or 
three Dozen of the Natives, bring away a Couple more 
by Force for a Sample; return Home, and get their 
Pardon. Here commences a new Dominion, acquired 
with a Title by Divine Right. Ships are ſent with the 
firſt Opportunity; the Natives driven out or deſftrov- 
ed; their Princes tortured to diſcover their Gold; a 
free Licence given to all Acts of Inhumanity and Luft, 
the Earth reeking with the Blood of its Inhabitants - 
And this execrable Crew of Butchers employed in to 
pious an Expedition, is a modern Culum; tent to convert 
and civilize an idolatrous and barbarou: People. 
But this Deſcription, 1 confeſs, doth by no Means 
affect the Brit; Nation, who may be an Example to 
the whole World for their Wiſdom; Care, and Juſtice 
in planting Colonies; their liberal Endowments tor the 
— — of Religion and Learning; their Choice 
gf devout and able Pattors to propagate Chriſtianity; 
their Caution in ſtocking their Provinces with People 
of ſober Lives and Converſations from this the Mother 
Kingdom; their ſtrict Regard to the Diſtribution of 
Juſtice, in ſupplying the Civil Adminiſtration, through 
all their Colonies, with Othcers of the greateſt Abili- 
ties, utter Strangers to Corruption ; and, to crown all, 
by ſending the moſt vigilant and virtuous Governors, 
who have no other Views than the Happineſs of the 
People over whom they preſide, and the Honour of 
the King their Maſter. 

But, as thoſe Countries, which I have deſcribed, do 
not appear to have a Deſire of being conquered, and 
enſlaved, murdered or driven out by Colonies; nor a- 
bound either in Gold, Silver, Sugar, or '!'obacco ; | 

did humbly conceive, they were by no Means proper 

Objects of our Zeal, our Valour, or our Jutereſt. 
However, if thoſe, whom it more concerns, think fit 
to be of another Opinion, I am ready to depoſe, when 
I ihall be lawfully called, that no Earcpran did ever 
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vigt theſe Countries before me. 
bitants ought to be believed, 

But, as to the Formality of taking Poſſeſſion in my 
Severeign's Name, it never came once into my 
Thoughts; and, if it had, yet, as my Affairs then 
ſtood, I ſhould, perhaps, in Point of Prudence, and 
Self- preſervation, have put it off- to a better Oppor- 

tunit | 
— thus anſwered the only Objection that can 
ever be raiſed againſt me as a Traveller; I here take a 
final Leave of all my courteous Readers, and return to 
enjoy my own Speculations in my little Garden at Ræa- 
driff; to apply thoſe excellent Leſſons of Virtue 
which I learned among the Howrhnhnms; to inſtruct 
the Taboo of my own Family, as far as I ſhall find 
them docible Animals ; to behold my Figure often in 
a Glaſs, and thus, if poſſible, babituate myſelf, by 
Time, to tolerate the Sight of a human Creature: To 
lament the Brutality of Houybuhbhnms in my own Coun- 
try, but always treat their Perſons with Reſpect, for 
the Sake of my noble Maſter, his Family, his Friends, 
aud the whole Houyhnhnm Race, whom theſe, of ours, 
have the Honour to reſemble in all their Lineaments, 
however their Intellettuals came to degenerate. 
I began laſt Week to permit my Wife to fit at Din- 
ner with me, at the fartheſt End of a long Fable; and 
to anſwer (but with the utmoſt Brevity) the few Que- | 
| ſhions I aſked her. Yet, the Smell of a Ia conti- 
nuing very offenfive, I always keep my Noſe well 
ſtopped with Rue, Lavender, or Tobacco-leaves. And, 
although it be hard for a Man late in Life, to remove 
old Habits, I am not altogether out of Hopes, in ſome 

Time, to ſuffer a Neighbour Yahoo in my Company, 
without the Apprehenhons I am yet under of his 'I'ceth 
or his Claws. 

My Reconcilement to the Yahoo Kind in general 
might not be io difficult, if they would be content 
with thoſe Vices and Follies only, which Nature hath 
ipted them to. I am not in the leaſt provoked at 
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I mean, if the Inha- 
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_ the Sight of a Lawyer, a Pick-pocket, a Colonel, a 
 Fod!, a Lord, a Gameſter, a Politician, a Whore-maſ- 
ter, 2 Phyfician, an Evidence, 2 Suborner, an Attor- 
ney, a Traytor, or the like: This is all according to 
the due Courſe of Things: But when I behold a Lump 
of Deformiry, and Difſeates both in Body and Mind, 
ſmitten with Pride, it immediately breaks Alt the Mea- 
fores of my Patience neither ſhail I be ever able to 
how ſuch an Animal, and ſuch a Vice, 
Could tally together. The wiſe and virtuous Houy- 
Arm, who abound in all Excellencies that can adorn 
= rational Creatures, have no Name for this Vice in 
their Language, which hath no Terms to expreſs 

that is Evil, except thoſe whereby they deſcribe. 
the deteſtable Qualities of their 7705, among which 
they were not able to diſtinguiſh this of Pride, for 
Want of thoroughly underſtanding Human Nature, as 
I ſheweth itſelf in other Countries, where that Animal 
preſides. But I, who had more Experience, could 
plainly obſerve ſome Rudiments of ir among the wild 
Iahoos. 

But the lein who live under the Govern- 
went of Reaſon, are no more proud of the good Qua- 
| knies they „ than 1 ſhould be for not wanting a 
Leg or an Arm, "which no Man in his Wits would 
boaft of, although he muſt be miſerable without them. 
I dell the longer upon this Subject, from the Defire 
have to make the : Society of an Engl Yahoo, by 
- and, therefore, I here 
any Tinfture of this abſurd 


